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On Friday, April 17th, 
Dr. John C. Volin will 
be inaugurated as 

the 18th president of Gustavus 
Adolphus College. His swearing 
in will consist of four parts, three 
of which taking place the day of: 
the Inauguration Symposium at 
9 a.m. in Björling Recital Hall, the 
Community Lunch at 11:30 a.m. in 
the Evelyn Young Dining Room, 
and the Inauguration Service at 2 
p.m. in Christ Chapel. The fourth 
and final part concluding the pre‑
sident’s ceremonial assuming of 
office is the President’s Oak Tree 
Dedication, a tree planting event 
held at the Gustavus Arboretum 
Presidents’ Oak Grove at 10:30 a.m. 
on Arbor Day, Friday, April 24th.

For the past six months, four 
subcommittees have had the res‑
ponsibility of organizing their 
respective part of Volin’s inaugu‑
ration. Apart from the president 
himself, Senior Director of Brand 
Experiences and Engagement 
Barbara Larson Taylor has been a 
member of them all. As she unders‑
tands it, her role consists of being 
a “connector of the many pieces.”

“Much of the vision for the day 
comes from the president’s office. 
My role has been to communica‑
te that vision—connecting with 
people in our office to make sure 
we communicate to campus and 
off‑campus audiences, ensuring 
people have the information they 
need,” Larson Taylor said.

Centered around the themes of 
intellectual inquiry, community, 
and faith, the Inauguration Sym‑
posium is planned to feature three 
invited speakers from outside 
campus to offer their insight and 
spark dialogue, most directly with 
members of the college faculty, 
who are asked to provide “respon‑
ses” to each talk. 

“After each element, the out‑
side speaker and faculty member 
will sit down for a short conver‑
sation moderated by Lisa Heldke, 
longtime director of the Nobel 

Conference. It’s a moment for us 
as an academic institution to pause 
and think about key aspects of the 
Gustavus experience which have 
long been part of our tradition 
and will continue to be,” Larson 
Taylor said.

Following the talks, student 
performers will perform a dance 
called Zoom In Zoom Out, which 
earned the “Gala selection” by ad‑
judicators and “People’s Choice” 
awards at the 2026 North Central 
Regional American College Dance 
Association Conference. 

The subsequent Community 
Lunch at 11:30 a.m. will offer a 
seasonal spread of fresh greens, 
vegetarian and gluten‑free entrées, 
and a range of classic and aller‑
gen‑friendly desserts designed to 
accommodate dietary needs.

“Everyone—students, emp‑
loyees, off‑campus guests—will 
all eat together. That was the presi‑
dent’s vision,” Larson Taylor said.

The main event of the day will 

be the Inauguration Service at 2 
p.m., where the president is of‑
ficially installed. There, President 
of the University of Michigan Dr. 
Domenico Grasso is scheduled to 
deliver opening remarks. 

Larson Taylor recounted the 
various traditions observed du‑
ring academic celebrations of this 
nature, one of them being the ro‑
bes normally worn at graduation 
ceremonies. She also discussed 
a symbolic staff modelled after a 
walking stick belonging to Gus‑
tavus’ founder Eric Norelius, in 
use at Gustavus since “the 2011-12 
academic year.”

“Another tradition is the acade‑
mic mace. It goes back centuries as 
a symbol of power — in academics, 
it symbolizes the power of intellect 
and our long history of academic 
inquiry. The mace is carried in, and 
part of the ceremony is that the 
president will put on the Gustavus 
regalia robe and the presidential 
medallion, which presidents have 

worn for decades,” Larson Taylor 
said. 

During the ceremony, four col‑
lege ensembles—the Lucia Singers, 
the Choir of Christ Chapel, the 
Gustavus Choir, and the Gustavus 
Symphony Orchestra—will join 
together to perform the second 
movement from classical compo‑
ser Ludvig van Beethoven’s 1807 
musical piece “Mass in C major, 
Op. 86,” also known as the “Glo‑
ria.” Associate Director of Choral 
Studies Dr. Andrew Kendall noted 
that the performance, which will 
include some 200 singers and 60 
instrumentalists in the chapel 
balcony, was originally planned 
for an earlier date in the semester. 
That event was cancelled due to 
inclement weather.

“The mass genre originally 
came from church settings, but by 
Beethoven’s time, works of this 
scale were no longer intended for 
liturgical use. They were concert 
works meant to be celebratory. The 

‘Gloria’ movement in particular is 
designed to celebrate something 
significant, so it fits perfectly,” 
Kendall said.

“President Volin has done a 
great job of being visible—not only 
at our events but across campus—
so students feel like they know 
him. That familiarity adds to their 
enthusiasm about participating 
in this event for someone they 
respect and are excited to have 
leading the college,” Kendall said.

A dignitary expected to attend 
the festivities is First Lady of Min‑
nesota Gwen Walz.

“Throughout the service the‑
re will be guest speakers and 
welcomes from people across the 
community, including Gwen Walz, 
who will represent Gustavus alum‑
ni since she is an alumna. She’ll be 
here giving a welcome,” Cantor of 
Christ Chapel Chad Winterfeldt 
said.

“There will be a lot of pomp 
and circumstance, and President 
Volin will give a speech to conclu‑
de the service,” Winterfeld said.

The final part of the ceremony 
will take place a week later on 
Arbor Day. As part of a tradition 
started in 1991, President Volin 
and his wife, Valeria, will have an 
oak tree and a lilac bush dedicated 
to them. 

“It’s a way to permanently 
recognize that these people are part 
of our community and to thank 
them for their commitments here,” 
Larson Taylor said.

“There are no classes, so stu‑
dents can attend. I hope they 
pause, even briefly, to celebrate 
that they are part of this great com‑
munity and see that even though 
they are here for a short time, they 
are part of a much bigger Gustavus 
family and tradition. Students 
don’t often see that, so I hope they 
walk away with a sense of pride,” 
Larson Taylor said. 

The option to RSVP for the 
April 17th events will remain 
open indefinitely on the gustavus.
edu/inauguration website for 
students willing to notify staff of 
their intention to participate. Even 
so, attendees are welcome to join 
the festivities without registering 
formally.

August Von Seth
Staff Writer
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Chapel Break:   

Tuesdays - Morning Praise, and Thursdays (Christ Chapel)

11:30 - 11:50 a.m.

Chapel and Chill on the go:

Mondays (check @gac_chaplains)

10 - 10:35 a.m.

Rosary Prayer

MWF / Tue, Thurs (Multifaith Center / Chapel basement)

Mindfulness Meditation 

Thursdays (Multifaith Center)

	 Daily Sabbath Calendar

CAB Spotlight
“For this week’s CAB Spotlight, we’d like to showcase our Operations Manager,
 Ash Zabell, for their work on the CAB Feedback Raffle. By filling out the survey, 

you could be one of five lucky winners that receives a $20 gift card to a 
St. Peter business of your choice! Winners will be drawn on 

April 21st, so sooner is better than later!”

CAB Spotlights are written by 2026 Co-Presidents Rae Howlerda and 
Mary Steffen to recognize CABbies or events! 

Recently the Artemis II mission has started its trek to the moon! While the 
whole journey has been really inspirational and historic. One of the highlights, 

at least in my eyes, of this mission has been Reid Wiseman naming a crater 
after his late wife Carroll, after she passed from cancer in 2020.

Sustainability Spotlights are written by Sustainability Interns and the 
Environmental Action Coalition to recognize sustainability initiatives on campus.

Sustainability Spotlight

Choral Showcase
April 11th, 3:00 p.m.

Christ Chapel

Surface Tension- Opening Reception
April 11th, 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Hillstrom Museum

The Good Life- Author Visit
April 15th- 3:30 p.m..
Bjorling Recital Hall

Events Calendar

 
Aries: Happy birthday (soon or belated)!
Taurus: Can you paint with all the colors of the wind? 
Gemini: Think before you speak :)
Cancer: Think about being slightly less overinvolved
Leo: You should try the Courtyard special!
Virgo: Don’t quit your campus job! You are so brave and strong!
Libra: Something tells me you should call your mom
Scorpio: Do something scary & out of your comfort zone this week!
Sagittarius:  Next year is your year #gustieswillshine
Capricorn: You should start cleaning out your room now...
Aquarius: If you play an instrument/sing you are going to crush your Jury!
Pisces: You’re gonna get that summer internship/job (fingers crossed for you).                                 

Horoscopes on the Hill Student Senate Updates

Contact Student Senate Speaker Sam Paulsen with any 
questions at spaulsen@gustavus.edu

Follow the Student Senate Instagram: @gac.studentsenate

USA Today will be removed from the readership 
program in the upcoming year as we felt 

that not enough students used it. 

The Senate looked into investing $480 for three
 portable wifi devices to be taken by students 

and used when in areas where they feel 
there is limited wifi access. This program will 

be in partnership with GTS.
 

The Student Senate approved the cabinet
 members for next academic year as well as 

the arts and athletes delegates. 

Email Newsletter
Scan to join The Gustavian Weekly email 

newsletter for a quick snapshot of the weekly paper 
right in your inbox! 

Contact Editor-in-Chief Grace LaTourelle with any 
questions regarding the email newsletter

gracelatourelle@gustavus.edu
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As artificial intelli‑
gence availability 
and usage increa‑

ses globally and at Gustavus, 
the campus has been naviga‑
ting how to address concerns 
and issues arising from it. A 
special committee, composed 
of faculty and students, was 
created last summer to deve‑
lop a document of principles 
to outline shared institutional 
values regarding AI. On Feb. 
23, 2026, Student Senate passed 
a vote to write a resolution to 
endorse the Guiding Principles 
for the Responsible Use of AI 
document. 

“The principles are impor‑
tant because they serve as 
a shared guide for how we 
continue to sustain our liberal 
arts values in the context of AI, 
rather than reacting to AI as pu‑
rely a technology disruption,” 
Assistant Provost of Faculty 
Development and Support 
Dave Stamps said. 

“The principles are 
important becau-
se they serve as a 

shared guide for how 
we continue to sus-
tain our liberal arts 

values in the context 
of AI...”

According to AI Guiding 
Principles working group 
member and Student Senate 
Finance Chair Senior Chris Ga‑
tuza, the committee identified, 
synthesized, and honed in on 
five values regarding AI usage 
from various on-campus and 
off-campus sources. The five 
guiding principles are Critical 
AI literacy, Human-Centered 
Learning, Informed Agency, In‑
tegrity (transparency, consent, 
and privacy), and Stewardship 
& Environmental Responsi‑
bility. 

According to Student Senate 
co-president and Junior Laura 
Sunnarborg, Stamps requested 
that the principles document be 
reviewed and that Senate write 
a resolution to endorse it. The 
deliberation took place at the 
Senate meeting on Feb. 9th. 

Of the 35 members of Stu‑
dent Senate, only 24 are voting 

members. Many people expres‑
sed their concern over the 
principles outlined in the docu‑
ment. According to Sunnar‑
borg, there was also confusion 
about whether the document 
was principle or policy. 

“When the document was 
returned to us…there were not 
any changes made in response 
to student feedback. I had some 
concerns about how feedback 
was collected and the framing 
of the issue to the broader cam‑
pus,” Student Senate member 
and Junior Jonathan Ryan said. 

Due to the concerns of Se‑
nate, the resolution to endorse 
the guiding principles was not 
passed, struck down in an 11-8 
vote. On Feb. 23, members of 
the AI committee, Maddelena 
Marinari, Guario Salivia, and 
Stamps addressed Senate at 
their meeting to clear up confu‑
sion around the principles. 
Following this clarification, 
another vote was held and the 
resolution passed to endorse 
the guiding principles docu‑
ment. 

“The ultimate decision was 
to approve the document. This 
was done impromptu, with no 
advance warning, and right 
after a session in which the 
AI committee was allowed to 
relentlessly lobby in favor. This 
means that the committee can 
go ahead forming policies to 
their liking, with only vague, 
unenforceable values to limit 
them. We will certainly be 
seeing more AI in classes after 
this,” Student Senate member 
and Junior Benjamin Ryan said.

“This means that 
the committee can 
go ahead forming 
policies to their li-
king, with only va-

gue, unenforceable 
values to limit them. 
We will certainly be 
seeing more AI in 
classes after this.”

The research and develop‑
ment of this document as well 
as the endorsement by Student 
Senate, Faculty Senate, and 
President’s Executive Leaders‑
hip team, was phase one of a 
two-phase plan. The second 
phase will delve into policy 
making, in which Faculty AI 
Fellows will create syllabus 
templates for “AI-required,” 
“AI-encouraged,” “AI-accep‑

ted,” and “AI-prohibited” 
classes, as well as write an 
implementation guide and AI 
Literacy policy recommenda‑
tion. Phase two will be done 
during the month of May. 

“In the Faculty AI fellows 
program, a document not ini‑
tially made available for stu‑
dents, we saw the guidelines 
being used to begin an expan‑
sion of AI use in coursework, 
including in all FTS and SIGX 
courses,” Jonathan Ryan said. 
“More concerning was the lack 
of mention of any plan to offset 
the environmental impacts or 
the risks to critical thinking 
present in AI expansion.”

While Student Senate was 
involved in the endorsement 
process in phase one, policy 
creation will largely be up to 
the Faculty AI Fellows in pha‑
se two as well as individual 
departments, and will not be 
brought to Student Senate, 
according to Sunnarborg and 
Gatuza. 

Stamps explained that stu‑
dent input has been central 
to the development of the 
principles. 

“The student voice remains 
essential. Student feedback has 
already meaningfully shaped 
this document. Continuing 
to involve students…will be 
critical to keeping this work 
relevant and accountable,” 
Stamps said. 

However, continued concern 
revolves around students’ role 
and input in AI usage guideli‑
nes and policy on campus. 

“…I do not believe there 
was enough student invol‑
vement in the creation of the 
guidelines. Many students are 
passionate about AI policy, but 
students largely were not di‑
rectly involved in creating the 
policy outside of the one stu‑
dent member,” Jonathan Ryan 
said. “I think these guidelines 
will be detrimental to AI policy 
at Gustavus, because they take 
the discussion away from the 
students and puts it behind 
closed doors while claiming 
student support.”

Salivia commended Student 
Senate on their initial rejection 
of the guidelines and discus‑
sion surrounding concerns. 

“I think the students are in 
the right place by questioning 
us, and by questioning the tech‑
nologies, and by questioning 
the principles. And I invite 
students to continue doing that, 
because I think you guys have 
the most powerful voice…I 
think the students should con‑

tinue to exercise that power…” 
Salivia said. 

 Both faculty and students 
alike have expressed the chang‑
es they have observed on cam‑
pus surrounding artificial intel‑
ligence. 

“...Profs are struggling to 
define what is or isn’t out of 
bounds…while many stu‑
dents are panicking that they’ll 
be called out for plagiarism 
simply because they used the 
legitimate tools available to 
them,” Communication Stu‑
dies professor Martin Lang 
said. “To be clear, some stu‑
dents are straight-up cheating 
and know it when they use AI. 
But the reality on the ground 
is much messier than that, and 
it’s going to take a lot of colla‑
boration and mutual trust to 
sort it all out.”

“I think you guys 
have the most 

powerful voice…I 
think the students 
should continue 
to exercise that 

power…”

Some professors have mo‑

ved to implementing AI in the 
classroom. Salivia explained 
that in one of his classes, he 
assigns students an essay that 
they must write using their 
chosen AI model, in order that 
they learn the tools available to 
them. However, Salivia has also 
noticed a change in exam per‑
formance in students who are 
doing side projects using AI. 

“…the level of dependency 
that these students are genera‑
ting by using artificial intelli‑
gence is worrisome,” Salivia 
said. 

Sunnarborg pointed out that 
issues over academic integrity 
are complicated, as AI usage is 
often hard to prove or call out. 

“While reading student res‑
ponses to Moodle assessments 
this year, I have found an 
increased enthusiasm for em 
dashes,” Physics Professor Dar‑
sa Donelan exclaimed. 

Many professors and stu‑
dents claimed that knowledge 
of how to use AI was central to 
the emerging issues. Despite 
their stance on AI, Sunnarborg 
encouraged all students to do 
their research. 

“Try to really understand 
how it works: what does it 
mean that it’s a large language 
model, how much water does 
it actually use in comparison to 

Grace LaTourelle
Editor-in-Chief

Submitted

Student Senate Reworks AI Guiding Principles

Student Senate at the MN State Capitol
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At 6:00 p.m. on Fri‑
day, April 10th, the 
annual American 

Cancer Society Relay for Life 
will be held in Lund Green. 
This year ’s events include a 
message from Chaplain Ben 
Hilding, tabling from a variety 
of student organizations, a 
Chuck Norris contest, and the 
Luminaria Ceremony at 9:00 
p.m. 

T h e  A m e r i c a n  C a n c e r 
Society (ACS) is a commu‑
nity-based voluntary health 
organization dedicated to 
improving the lives of people 
with cancer and their families. 
Its mission is to fight cancer 
through a comprehensive 
approach of research, advocacy, 
and patient support to ensure 
everyone has the opportunity 
to prevent, detect, treat, and 
survive the disease. The Gus‑
tavus American Cancer Society 
is one of the over 600 college 
campus chapters nationwide 
driven by this mission. 

“The way that our chapter 
is set we have done a good job 
at including members and ma‑

king them feel like they are just 
as important as the executive 
board,” ACS Fundraising Chair 
and Senior Kate Rooker said. 

Through Relay for Life, the 
Gustavus chapter of ACS not 
only aims to make members in 
their organization feel included 
but also to empower others 
to continue the fight against 
cancer. 

“As a chapter, our goal is 
to create an event that is both 
meaningful and empowering, 
where people feel connected, 
supported, and reminded that 
they are not alone in this fight,” 
ASC Co-President and Junior 
Jade Anstine said. 

Connection and community 
are emphasized greatly by the 
Gustavus chapter of ACS. “You 
see students, faculty, and staff 
all showing up for the same 
cause, and it creates a stronger 
sense of community while also 
spreading awareness about so‑
mething that impacts so many 
lives,” Co-President and Senior 
Lupe Olague said. 

The event isn’t just about 
creating a connection between 
students; it is also primarily 
a fundraising and awareness 
event with the aim of helping 

support individuals fighting 
cancer. 

This message of support 
is something that resonates 
deeply with Sophomore Will 
Van Elswyk who himself is 
a cancer survivor. “I think 
especially in my case, suppor‑
ting the parents is the most 
important thing, even more 
than what the doctors tell you 
or like a Make a Wish,” Van 
Elswyk said.

Van Elswyk, who was diag‑
nosed with Leukemia when 
he was just 4 years old and 
was in chemotherapy until he 
was 7 years old, understands 
firsthand what having a com‑
munity is like during a battle 
with cancer. 

“I think that sort of support 
helps both the parents and the 
kid feel that life isn’t bad and 
this could be fun,” Van Elswyk 
said. 

Through fundraising ACS 
hopes to continue to fund ad‑
vancements in cancer research 
which will have the potential 
to lead to a cure. Relay for Life 
is the culmination of the many 
fundraising events held by the 
Gustavus chapter throughout 
the year.

“For me, Relay for Life not 
only raises funds to support 
the important work through 
American Cancer Society, but 
also communicates to indivi‑
duals and families affected by 
cancer that they are not alone,” 
Relay for Life speaker and 
cancer survivor Chaplain Ben 
Hilding said.  

Hilding dealt with his own 
cancer battle earlier this year in 
which he was diagnosed with 
a stage 3 Thymoma, which was 
largely localized in his chest. 
For many patients, cancer re‑
search and fundraising is a 
critical need. “Our technologies 
continue to advance, if we can 
continue to invest in research 
and trust respected health pro‑
fessionals,” Hilding said. 

The Relay will conclude 
with the luminaria ceremony 
in which participants will have 
an opportunity to light a candle 
to remember or honor those 
affected by cancer. “I think the 
ceremony is the most beautiful 
part of the Relay. It is heavy but 
it is beautiful because you’re 
uplifting people,” Rooker said. 

Rooker summarized the 
purpose of the event simply by 
stating, “Well, we hate cancer.” 

A message that seems to ring 
true for many individuals in 
the Gustavus community, as 
reflected by the event’s high 
turnout year over year. 

This year alone cancer has 
the lives of over 600,000 people 
in the United States alone and 
this number only continues to 
grow. “Listen to your doctors, 
be grateful for every day, and 
love your people,” Hilding 
said. 

Students who attend will 
also get a chance to participate 
in a variety of activities such 
as letter-writing, walking laps, 
and more as well as watching 
the highly anticipated Chuck 
Norris contest. 

Sam Paulsen
Staff Writer

Relay for Life Raises Funds for Cancer Research

Students at Relay for Life 2025 Submitted


