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Gustavus  wi l l  be 
saying goodbye to a 
beloved member of 

the college’s leadership team, 
Provost Dr. Brenda Kelly, who 
will be stepping into a position 
as president of the College of St. 
Scholastica in Duluth. Taking 
her place as interim provost 
will be Dr. Pamela Conners, 
former Vice Provost for Acade-
mic Affairs.

“Dr.  Kelly exemplifies 
the best of what a liberal arts 
institution aims to teach its 
students—she is curious and 
always learning… Gustavus’ 
strength in delivering a trans-
formational student experience 
is in large part due to Provost 
Kelly’s leadership,” Connors 
praised. 

Speaking on Kelly’s move 
to St. Scholastica, Connors 
said, “Her move is bittersweet 
for me. I am thrilled for her 
because she will be an excellent 
President for St. Scholastica, but I 
will miss working alongside her 
every day.”  

As provost, Kelly had a deep 
impact on the Gustavus commu-
nity. Yurie Hong, Classics profes-
sor, began tearing up when asked 
about her thoughts on Dr. Kelly’s 
leaving. 

“I’ve been so appreciative of 
her ability to truly understand 
and appreciate the liberal arts as 
a whole, and to bring a thought-
fulness and a care that I think is 
just really rare,” Hong said.

Kelly explained that, as pro-
vost, she has overseen the entire 
student experience.

“A provost oversees the aca-
demic program as a whole: the 
majors, the minors, the gradua-
tion requirements, and how that 
program is being delivered by 
the faculty to the students, as 
well as… the registrar’s office, 
for example.” 

The dean of students and the 
student life division (which inclu-

des the athletic department) also 
report to Kelly. 

“I’ve been so 
appreciative of her 

ability to truly unders-
tand and appreciate 
the liberal arts as a 

whole, and to bring a 
thoughtfulness and a 
care that I think is just 

really rare.”

A recurring theme in the com-
ments of those who worked clos-
ely with Kelly is her handling of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Jerry 
Nowell has worked closely with 
Kelly on campus technology, and 
he praised her handling of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Brenda is incredibly strategic 
and unflappable… Her routine 
Q&A sessions rallied the campus 
community, sharing timely in-
formation, and giving everyone 
a place to express concerns and 
offer support. It’s difficult to 
overstate her contributions to 
campus,” Nowell said.

Sarah Ruble is a professor of 
religion who has served as a dean 
in the Provost’s Office. 

“Brenda is, simply, one of 
the best leaders and one of the 
best people I know… the kind 
of leader who thinks not only 
about preparing Gustavus for 
the future, but how best she can 
support the students, faculty, 
and staff at Gustavus today. That 
might sound easy, but it is not,” 
Ruble said.

Another recurring thread was 
Kelly’s deep care for Gustavus 
students.

“Some people are very good 

at thinking strategically; some 
people are good at building and 
maintaining relationships and 
caring about people. Brenda is 
extraordinarily good at all of it.” 
Ruble stated. 

Junior Maren Masters, a mem-
ber of the Student Senate, has 
worked with Dr. Kelly on the 
Strategic Planning Steering Com-
mittee.

“She is always willing to listen 
and really made me feel heard on 
the steering committee, especially 
since I was the only student,” 
Masters said. 

Junior Laura Sunnarborg ec-
hoed what Masters said. As a 
Student Senate co-president, 
Sunnarborg meets with Kelly 
monthly.

“I really appreciate her poise. 
She’s always ready to answer any 
question in a very professional 
way. And I hope to have that ener-

gy to myself someday and that 
ability to be, I guess, unfazed by 
new happenings and just be very 
adaptable… I really appreciate 
how much she cares about stu-
dents,” Sunnarborg said.  

“She is always 
willing to listen and 
really made me feel 
heard on the stee-
ring committee, es-
pecially since I was 
the only student.”

Hong said that Kelly’s pre-
sence on campus will be deeply 
missed. 

“We’re really, really lucky 
to have had her when we did, 
some really hard times,” Hong 
explained. “And the thing I was 
always so impressed by was her 
ability to never lose her capacity 
to care about people and their 
issues and her desire to do right 
by them even when she couldn’t 
give them all the things that they 
might want. She had such integ-

rity even when it came at a cost 
to her,” Hong said. 

Kelly, while sad to leave Gus-
tavus, is looking forward to beco-
ming St. Scholastica’s president. 

“It’s a little bit scary to be star-
ting something new, but I’m exci-
ted about meeting new people 
and learning about their campus 
environment, the campus cultu-
re… and I’m also excited about 
the Duluth area as a whole,” She 
commented. 

However, Kelly acknowled-
ged that she will miss the Gusta-
vus community.

“I have so many good friends 
here… our students are wonder-
ful and have been so special to 
me throughout my entire career, 
so I will definitely miss a lot of 
people.” 

Congrats and good luck to 
Dr. Brenda Kelly on your new 
position! 

Evangelyn Hill
Staff Writer

Provost Brenda Kelly Accepts New Position

Provost Brenda Kelly Soren Sackreiter
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Events Calendar
Chapel Break:   

Tuesdays - Morning Praise, and Thursdays (Christ 
Chapel)

11:30 - 11:50 a.m.
Chapel and Chill on the go:

Mondays (check @gac_chaplains)
10 - 10:35 a.m.
Rosary Prayer

MWF / Tue, Thurs (Multifaith Center / Chapel base-
ment)

Mindfulness Meditation 
Thursdays (Multifaith Center)

	 Chapel Break

Student Employee Recgonition Service
Thursday, April 9, 11:30-11:50 a.m.

Christ Chapel 

Relay for Life
Friday, April 10, 6 - 11 p.m.

Lund

Diplomacy in Practice: Insights from Slovak 
Ambassador Andrej Droba

Friday, April 10, 4-5 p.m.
Beck Hall- Torrey Atrium

 

Sustainability Spotlight

Student Senate Update

Contact Student Senate Speaker Sam Paulsen with any 
questions at spaulsen@gustavus.edu

Follow the Student Senate Instagram: @gac.studentsenate
Sustainability Spotlights are written by Sustainability Interns and the 

Environmental Action Coalition to recognize sustainability initiatives on campus.

1. The Student Senate had discussion on whether or 
not to keep USA today in our readership program as 
it costs nearly $1,500 and very few students actively 

use it. 

2. The AED maps of campus are out of date and the 
Senate voted to charge Health and Housing with the 

task of updating these maps. 

3. Gus Bus usage has gone down on Friday nights 
and the Senate had discussion about if we should re-
duce the Gus Bus on Friday nights down from 2 to 1.

Aries: break up with your situationship
Taurus: be nicer to your campus coworkers otherwise you’re going to get fired 
Gemini: You will hit it off with whoever’s in the Gus costume
Cancer: a squirrel in the arb was born on your birthday. Go find it and it’ll give 
your three wishes. choose wisely. 
Leo: you will do something for the plot. it will go poorly but now you have more 
lore...so...
Virgo: you will be dropped through a trap door. watch your step
Libra: You did better on the exam than you thought you did 
Scorpio: send a letter to your crush through campus mail. It’ll go well. 
Sagittarius:  You are larger than life!
Capricorn: visit the ghost cow in Old Main at midnight
Aquarius: be vegetarian for Easter weekend. It’s in your best interest
Pisces: Your heart is calling you to try something new next semester

Horoscopes on the Hill

No updates...
Happy Earth Month!!


