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Formed in early Feb-
ruary this year, the 
Internal Web Wor-

king Group is a nine-member 
committee spanning various 
departments and roles on 
campus. According to its of-
ficial charge effectuated on 
March 9th, key functions 
encompass the functioning 
of the MyGustavus platform, 
a breakout website that was 
launched in tandem with the 
new gustavus.edu page that 
went live in mid-August last 
year. They include determi-
ning its main purposes and 
audiences, resolving technical 
considerations, and offering 

long-term recommendations 
as to who should administer 
and update the site, which 
bears similarities to an intra-
net. Another stipulation asks 
the group to “solicit and eva-
luate feedback from campus 
constituencies (i.e., students, 
faculty, staff).”

Following discussions 
about the digital experience 
on campus, one of the two 
professors who are members 
of the Internal Web Working 
Group, Senior Continuing 
Assistant Physics Professor 
Dr. Darsa Donelan shared 
with The Gustavian Weekly 
a bullet point list of examples 
of faculty reportedly stru-
ggling with “the new site,” 
in reference to last year ’s 
digital transition from the 
former college website. The 

“faculty-provided” list of 14 
scenarios expressed frustra-
tion with various tasks such 
as fact- and person-finding, 
ordering course materials, and 
replacing work laptops.

“Most concerns are about 
how the system works and 
how easy it is to find infor-
mation. Faculty often need 
quick access to details about 
advising, courses, policies, 
and campus processes. Even 
though this information is 
available, it is not always easy 
to find or presented in a con-
sistent way,” Donelan wrote.

“Even though this 
information is 

available, it is not 
always easy to find”

Donelan highlighted that 
the complaints are highly 
specific, having been compi-
led directly from faculty in 
conversation and other infor-
mal channels.

“The email was meant to 
collect common concerns in a 
clear and useful way. Rather 
than just saying ‘it is hard to 
find things,’ we wanted to 
point out specific tasks that 
show where the system does 
not support faculty workflows 
well,” Donelan wrote.

In a February 10th post on 
the committee’s online forum, 
gustavus.edu/webproject, 
Gustavus Technology Services 
presented a phased approach 
to their work, in total num-
bering four and spanning 
over several months. Taken 
as a whole, they outline a 

shift from gathering feedback 
and cleaning up content to 
rebuilding the internal site 
and maintaining it through 
ongoing evaluation. Chairing 
the Internal Web Working 
Group is Senior Director of 
Service Operations at Gus-
tavus Technology Services, 
Brianne Twaddle. 

That same month, the com-
mittee rolled out a “campus 
search card” feature to My-
Gustavus, allowing users to 
access “both old and new 
website content.” The forum 
post, which dates February 
11th, contains language that 
promises a more user-friendly 
experience when searching 
for online resources.

“The Marketing and ... 
(continued on pg.3).
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Chapel Break:   

Tuesdays - Morning Praise, and Thursdays (Christ Chapel)

11:30 - 11:50 a.m.

Chapel and Chill on the go:

Mondays (check @gac_chaplains)

10 - 10:35 a.m.

Rosary Prayer

MWF / Tue, Thurs (Multifaith Center / Chapel basement)

Mindfulness Meditation 

Thursdays (Multifaith Center)

	 Chapel Break Calendar

CAB Spotlight
“Our CAB spotlight this week goes to our other Everyday Activities 

Co-Executive, Rachel Landsteiner, for her work and commitment to our
 upcoming Puppy Party event! There will be two timeslots available to play with 

puppies on April 22nd and April 23rd! “

CAB Spotlights are written by 2026 Co-Presidents Rae Howlerda and 
Mary Steffen to recognize CABbies or events! 

“Join us for the EARTH DAY CLEANUP!!!!
April 22, 3-4pm and 4-5pm

Meet in the Courtyard! Bring your own t-shirt for stamping!
Join us to have a super fun time cleaning up campus.”

Sustainability Spotlights are written by Sustainability Interns and the 
Environmental Action Coalition to recognize sustainability initiatives on campus.

Sustainability Spotlight

Inaguration Service
April 17th, 2:00 - 3:30 p.m.

Christ Chapel

DLC Midnight Elegance Gala 
April 18h, 6:00 - 9:30 p.m.

Chaska Creek Ranch, Winery, and Distillery

GWO & GWS Finale Concert
April 18th- 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.

Bjorling Recital Hall

Events Calendar

 
Aries: You’re so brave and smart and finals is gonna go so well for you.
Taurus: You will win a series of random challenges this week 
Gemini: You will kiss a fish in a pond and be granted three wishes.
Cancer: You will stay so healthy and not catch any campus colds.
Leo: Critical thinking skills are critical.
Virgo: Consider working for the Gustavian Weekly next year!!
Libra: Whoever is in the Gus costume is your worst enemy
Scorpio: You will either go to River Rock or in a river with some rocks.
Sagittarius: Your alter ego will hunt you down...
Capricorn: Try a new soup from the caf :)
Aquarius: Take a deep breath sometime before finals ends... if you can manage...
Pisces: Whoever is in the Gus costume is your soulmate                

Horoscopes on the Hill Student Senate Updates

Contact Student Senate Speaker Sam Paulsen with any 
questions at spaulsen@gustavus.edu

Follow the Student Senate Instagram: @gac.studentsenate

The Student Senate voted and approved 
members for the Board of Trustees 

Student Committee Representatives 
for next year. 

We voted to approve a constitutional 
amendment that will appear on the ballot 

next Spring that would allow all students to 
vote on the arts and athletes delegates and 

therefore give them voting privileges.

We worked on approving the remainder of 
next year’s budgets for clubs and  approved 
midyear budgets for a few clubs this year. 

Email Newsletter
Scan to join The Gustavian Weekly email 

newsletter for a quick snapshot of the weekly paper 
right in your inbox! 

Contact Editor-in-Chief Grace LaTourelle with any 
questions regarding the email newsletter

gracelatourelle@gustavus.edu
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(continued from pg.1) ...com-
munications team owns the 
Gustavus website. That’s pri-
marily all the resources you 
see at gustavus.edu. When 
you Google search something, 
gustavus.edu should come up. 
And that’s prospective‑stu-
dent‑focused. It’s got a lot of 
that content there. What this 
group that Brianne and I are 
part of is trying to lift is more 
like a collection of internal tools 
and places to have content that 
current faculty, staff, and stu-
dents can update and provide 
for just the internal audience,” 
Assistant Chief Technology 
Officer Paul Hanson said.

“I think it might help to 
understand that previously, or 
historically, gustavus.edu has 
been all‑encompassing. It’s 
been a resource for prospective 
students and internal commu-
nity members alike, and that 
has now shifted. Now that 
gustavus.edu is owned and 
managed by the Marketing 
and Communications team, it 
is more strictly a tool for our 
prospective audience. And so 
our job as the internal web wor-
king group is to make sure that 
we have resources for the in-
ternal audience. There’s some 
gray area there, but it might 
help to understand that sort of 
shift to a split environment,” 
Twaddle said.

“Historically, 
gustavus.edu has 

been a resource for 
prospective students 
and internal commu-
nity members alike.”

Twaddle emphasized that 
the groups she chairs lack res-

ponsibility for the external site, 
gustavus.edu.

“We really are not a group 
that focuses on gustavus.edu. 
So while some of those frustra-
tions, like the ones listed here, 
might inform some of the work 
we’re trying to do with our in-
ternal ecosystem, if they’re loo-
king to specifically improve or 
provide feedback on gustavus.
edu, that is not our purview,” 
Twaddle said.

The eleventh point in Do-
nelan’s e-mail reads “Find the 
instructions for how to set up 
and operate a Moodle grade 
book.”

“And the items that you 
have here highlighted—find 
instructions on how to set up 
and operate a Moodle grade-
book—that should really be in 
Moodle, right? That resource 
should be on a faculty resources 
Moodle page, and I would be 
surprised that that isn’t actual-
ly there,” Hanson said.

In a written statement, Do-
nelan rebutted that the problem 
is not the existence of required 
information, but rather the 
degree to which it is easily 
accessible.

“Some of these resources 
might already be in Moodle or 
somewhere else. The problem 
is not that the information does 
not exist, but that it is hard 
to find or access regularly. If 
faculty do not know where to 
look or cannot find something 
quickly, it is almost the same 
as not having access to it. This 
shows that the bigger issue is 
how things are organized and 
how easy they are to find, not 
just the content itself,” Donelan 
wrote.

They also dismiss the asser-
tion that certain faculty concer-
ns may be outside the scope 

of the Internal Web Working 
Group.

“It makes sense to separate 
responsibilities from an orga-
nizational view. But for users, 
faculty see these systems as 
connected. If something is hard 
to find, it does not feel like a 
problem with just one site. It 
just feels like the information is 
not available. So even if respon-
sibilities are divided internally, 
the user experience should still 
feel seamless,” Donelan wrote.

At the same time, Twaddle 
does not preclude the possi-
bility of following up on the 
complaints listed in the e-mail.

“These fourteen points—I 
think that they are valid in the 
sense that if finding this infor-
mation doesn’t make sense at 
gustavus.edu, then it will be 
built into the internal web en-
vironment that we’re working 
to build here,” Twaddle said.

“I think this is a reasonable 
and helpful approach. The in-
ternal system (gac.edu) should 
support these tasks. Still, there 
is a gap that faculty are dealing 
with right now. Even small 
improvements in the short term 
could make a real difference. 
For the timeline, I would prefer 
steady, ongoing improvements 
instead of waiting for one big 
update,” Donelan wrote.

“Even small 
improvements in 

the short term could 
make a real 

difference. 

Personally, Donelan has 
struggled with finding relevant 
information within a reasonab-
le amount of time across the 
external and internal sites.

“The dashboard has links, 
but it takes extra effort to na-
vigate them when I need so-
mething right away. I usually 
end up finding what I need 
eventually,” Donelan wrote. “I 
believe these concerns can be 
solved, but it will probably take 
ongoing changes instead of just 
one fix. The important thing 
is to keep gathering feedback 
and make changes that focus 
on how faculty actually use 
the system. Even small chan-
ges to navigation, clarity, and 
organization could make a big 
difference soon.”

Twaddle later commented in 
writing on the list of concerns.

“My reflection on the at-
tached list of feedback is that it 
highlights the need to create an 
internally focused, community 
centered space where resource 
access can be centralized in 
a searchable and accessible 
format. The internal web wor-
king group is working to make 
informed recommendations 
about the best way to support 
and connect our Gustavus com-
munity, harnessing the power 
of a strong internally focused 
digital ecosystem,” Twaddle 
wrote.

This week, the Internal Web 
Working Group convened to 
discuss the “internally-focused 
web ecosystem,” publicly an-
nouncing plans to decouple the 
two internet domains gustavus.
edu and gac.edu, which today 
both lead users to the same, ex-
ternal website. Focused on the 
technical requirements for such 
a change, the expressed goal 
of the meeting was to “better 
ensure campus needs” while 
ensuring that it “continue[s] 
to function as the College’s 
primary public gateway for 
engaging external audiences.”

In a written statement, Chief 
Marketing Officer at the Mar-
keting and Communication 
Department Lea Wong ac-
knowledged that the target 
audience of the external web-
site is prospective students, a 
deliberate move to “align with 
industry best practices”—a 
venture which she described 
as “successful.”

“Since launch, we have con-
tinued to optimize the website 
with new content and features. 
We see gustavus.edu as a living 
and breathing platform that 
will continue to evolve to best 
showcase the excellence of our 
community and demonstrate 
our value,” Wong wrote.

“Of course we support all 
employees being able to succes-
sfully navigate their jobs with 
campus resources. We are ple-
ased that GTS is leading con-
tinued enhancements to My-
Gustavus and internal focused 
content. There is an advisory 
group, that includes faculty, 
that is helping to elevate the 
platform and add efficiencies. 
Together, we are confident that 
our new web and digital tools 
will better meet future needs 
for our campus community and 
beyond,” Wong wrote.

“We are confident 
that our new web 

and digital tools will 
better meet future 

needs.”

Those interested in fol-
lowing the work of the Inter-
nal Web Working Group are 
encouraged to monitor the 
feed at https://gustavus.edu/
webproject for updates.

Join the Reunion Weekend Team 
as a Student Ambassador!

May 28-31, 2026

$200 stipend, food and housing covered, complimentary 
Gustavus polo, swag bag

Help the Alumni Office host 700+ Gustavus Alumni 
during Reunion Weekend from May 28-31. Welcome 
guests, give golf cart rides, help visitors navigate 
campus, execute events and activities, share your 
Gustie story and hear from other Gusties from the 5 
year reunion class to the 65 year class!

Find out more and apply by Mon. April 27

Questions? Email Kelsey Backer ‘18, 
Assistant Director. in the Alumni Office @ kmbacker@gustavus.edu
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The month of April 
i s  Sexual  Assault 
Awareness Month, 

and Gustavus is hosting events 
to raise awareness about the 
issue. One way the college is 
supporting SA awareness is 
through Teal Tuesdays.

Every Tuesday in April, 
the Peer Assistants will be 
tabling from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
“to educate, support, and en-
gage students in conversations 
about prevention,” PA Kendra 
Stanton said.

Besides tabling, the PAs 
will be hosting events on Ap-
ril 21st and April 28th. “These 
events help raise awareness 
about sexual assault, promote 
healthy relationships, and con-
nect students with important 
resources,” Stanton explained.  

Amy Pehrson, Assistant 
Dean of Students and Title IX 
Coordinator, encourages stu-

dents to attend these events. 
“There are chances to win fa-
bulous prizes, but it’s also just 
really good information. There 
is also all month in the library, 
a display that shows some 
interesting books about sexual 
assault… There is also info at 
each of the cash registers at the 
Caf, so feel free to pick up a 
sticker or a pin,” Pehrson said.

Events like these are excep-
tionally important on college 
campuses, where rates of sexual 
assault are high. RAINN, the 
nation’s biggest anti-sexual 
violence organization, says 
that 13% of all college students 
experience sexual assault. The 
percentage jumps to 26.4% 
for women and 21% for those 
with socially nonconforming 
identities. 

Many of these sexual crimes 
go unreported and unprosecu-
ted. RAINN reports that four 
out of five college students do 
not report sexual violence to 
law inforcement. They cite a 
number of reasons, including 
believing it’s a personal matter 

and fearing retaliation. 
Being sexually assaulted im-

pacts anyone’s mental health, 
but has a particularly large 
impact on college students, 
explained Pehrson. 

“It gets even more prob-
lematic for college students 
because you’re living on cam-
pus, and so the geographic 
environment is smaller, and so 
perhaps that might mean you 
see the perpetrator on campus, 
in the cafeteria or your clas-
sroom,” Pehrson said. 

The stress of a sexual assault 
can put more strain on already 
stressed college students, as 
well. 

“I also am concerned that 
college students are already 
stretched in terms of sleep, 
healthy eating, exercise, and 
time management, and going 
through a sexual assault and/
or the process that comes with 
it, makes that more difficult and 
challenging,” Pehrson said. 

When going through sexual 
assault, students often need 
support from a friend. Stanton 

elaborated on what students 
can do if a friend tells them they 
have been harassed. 

“One of the best 
things you can do is 
tell them you believe 

them.”

“It’s important to listen wit-
hout judgment and I think one 
of the best things you can do is 
tell them you believe them. Let 
them share only what they’re 
comfortable with and avoid 
pressuring them to take any 
specific action… Most impor-
tantly, it is good to be there for 
them and remind them they 
are not alone and that they are 
loved,” Stanton said. 

Students can also point 
their friends towards Gustavus 
campus resources. Pehrson 
explained how to access some 
of these resources. 

“On the Gustavus website, if 
you scroll all the way to the bot-
tom of the first webpage, you’ll 

see a button that says Title IX. 
And if you click on that button, 
you’ll find a place where you 
can report,” Pehrson said. 

Students can report concer-
ns about others or incidents of 
sexual assault that they them-
selves have experienced.

The process of reporting is 
completely confidential; infor-
mation is sent only to Pehrson, 
the Title IX Coordinator. “When 
someone reports… I’ll reach 
out to the person that there 
is a concern about and ask if 
there is anything they need,” 
Pehrson said. 

She encourages students 
to report concerns about their 
friends, even if they aren’t sure 
if it is anything significant.  “It’s 
better to report and get the 
person involved some help. 
It’s always the decision of the 
person involved to decide what 
they want to do,” Pehrson said.

 
“It’s better to report 

and get the person 
involved some help.” 

Evangelyn Hill
Staff Writer

Teal Tuesdays: Sexual Assault Awareness Month

SAA Month Art Submitted- Bright Future Foundation
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If you’ve been mean-
ing to educate your-
self on new subjects, 

look no further, as the an-
nual Celebration of Creative 
Inquiry (CCI) will be held 
from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
on April 22nd in Beck Hall 
Torrey Atrium. 

Students of all majors 
will be showcasing projects 
from this year to foster in-
terdisciplinary conversation 
and connect with each other. 
With around 100 participat-
ing students, there will be 
a variety of presentations 
to see for yourself. The CCI 
is not to showcase just the 
project, but instead, the pro-
cess from beginning to end 
of how the project came to 
be.

At the CCI, there will 
be three separate sections: 
Poster Session A, Oral Pre-
sentations, and Poster Ses-
sion B. These sections occur 
at different time frames in 
order to create an orderly 
formation at Beck Hall’s 
Atrium.

“We used to have the oral 
presentations at the same 
time as the poster sessions, 
but then nobody left the 
poster session to listen to 
the talks, so I separated it as 
its own thing in the middle 
of the event,” Professor of 
Chemistry and Director of 
Undergraduate Research 
Amanda Nienow explained.

There are roughly four 
talks in each room, all 
around ten minutes. After-
wards, the event will be fin-
ished with Poster Session B, 
according to Nienow.

As CCI changed over the 
years with fewer attendees 
and participants, it doesn’t 
change the strong founda-
tion it creates for students. 
The event can be used in 
future interviews or essays 
when speaking about cru-
cial skills and learning mo-
ments. Take the chance to 
register for or attend CCI 
when the time comes, as it 

Shy Lee
Staff Writer 

can also help you.
“I had a senior student 

who was out on a job inter-
view, and he was able to talk 
about his project during the 
interview. Using that prac-
tice of safe space and pre-
senting here can help with 
the future things they’re 
(CCI participants) doing as 
well,” Nienow said.

Even in the large number 
of participants, it does not 
seem to compare to the pre-
vious years before COVID.

“The CCI was in the 
Campus Center, and we’d 
be across all the banquet 
rooms. There’d be so many 
posters from different areas 
like science, humanities, and 
art. There was also always 
a big spread of food in the 
conference or president’s 
dining room,” Senior Con-
tinuing Assistant Professor 
of Physics Darsa Donelan 
explained.

After going through CO-
VID, almost everyone had 
lost interest in CCI, as seen 
in many other events and 
locations, Donelan men-
tioned. There were numer-
ous faculty members, and 
due to a decrease in those 
faculty members, there has 
been less encouragement to 
students to participate out-
side of class. Although stu-
dents may need encourage-
ment and support, it does 
not change the fact that both 
students and faculty mem-
bers have been burnt out, 
which created a disinterest 
in all of these projects, Do-
nelan continued.

Attendees can look for-
ward to the diverse collec-
tion of projects. It may be 
easy to find two projects 
that are similar, but there 
will never be two projects 
that are exactly the same.

“I have two projects that 
I am presenting posters 
for. The first I did with Dr. 
Jeff Jeremiason, looking at 
how sulfate levels near the 
Boundary Waters impacts 
mercury concentrations. 
The second was with Dr. 
Darsa Donelan. We created 

during the process, but be-
ing able to rely on another 
person adds it together to 
an important experience. It 
constructs a pathway to suc-
cess if Balfanz continues go-
ing forward as she is now.

“There’s a lot of value 
and lots of repetition. I feel 
like the first, tenth, twenti-
eth time someone does this, 
there’s still a lot to learn. If 
someone’s done a poster 
presentation three times, 
wow, it’s great that you’re 
starting further ahead,” Pro-
fessor of Chemistry Dwight 
Stoll expressed.

Stoll shows insightful 
thoughts on the effects of 
experiencing presentations 
and pushing yourself out 
of your comfort zone. Some 
may consider these the big-
gest factors in learning to 
grow, teaching a person 
how to communicate, show 
confidence, and keep orga-
nized.

“It’s definitely an im-
portant skill because things 
in the future are going to 
be presented at work to all 
kinds of different audienc-
es…I think maybe that the 

Students Showcase Research at 
Celebration of Creative Inquiry

biggest difference is know-
ing how to present your-
self,” Stoll added.

Don’t miss the chance to 
meet new people and gain 
knowledge in various sub-
jects. It would even be smart 
to register for next year’s 
CCI if you want to learn 
how to research and present 
your work to others.

“It’s definitely an 
important skill be-
cause things in the 
future are going to 

be presented at work 
to all kinds of differ-

ent audiences.”

“I hope that people take 
the opportunity to check it 
out. I think it’s a cool thing 
that the college puts on, and 
I hope that students make 
the most of it,” Balfanz 
shared.

Every student should use 
the opportunity given to 
them and take the time to 
see the impact CCI has on 
both presenters and visitors.

two sensors to measure wa-
ter level and water depth 
and then went out in a ca-
noe on the MN River to test 
them out…I put a lot of hard 
work into my research and 
project, and I am passionate 
about them,” Junior Grace 
LaTourelle asserted. 

“... I put a lot of hard 
work into my re-

search and project, 
and I am passionate 

about them.”

Senior Meg Balfanz works 
as a student data analyst for 
the Institutional Research & 
Analytics. “We were given a 
data set of historic academic 
sanctions that the person 
who had originally created 
stopped working here…
in 2024, they had a policy 
change for academic sanc-
tions, so we try to help un-
derstand the numbers and 
suspensions,” Balfanz said.

Balfanz has been work-
ing hard to get the academic 
sanctions data set, having 
run into many problems 

Students presenting their work in Beck Atrium Submitted



variety page 6  Colleen Coleman

Amelia Dewberry
Staff Writer

This week’s Gustie 
of the Week is Meg 
Balfanz, known 

for her infectious laugh and 
unique skills.

Balfanz first came to 
Gustavus as a Biology ma-
jor because she was drawn 
to Nobel Hall on her cam-
pus tour and enjoyed the 
subject in high school. Since 
then, she has appreciated 
that “every single profes-
sor in that department is 
so personable and friendly 
and really looking to help 
out their students and get 
to know their students 
well.”

The overlap between 
Biology and Environmental 
Studies led her to pick up 
a second major during her 
Sophomore year. Again, she 
enjoyed being in “such a 
close-knit community,” get-
ting to know students she 
hadn’t even taken classes 
with. 

Balfanz’s experiences in 
her classes led her to pick 
up two unexpected inter-
ests: birding and taxidermy. 
A bird identification unit 
in her Vertebrate Zoology 
course sparked her interest 
in bird calls and appear-
ances, leading her to buy 
some binoculars and bird 
watch for fun ever since. 

Similarly, she enjoyed 
making bird study skins 

Do you have a suggestion for a 
Gustavus  student, 

professor, or staff member who 
could be our next Gustie of the 

Week? 
If so, send their name, position on campus, and a 

short description of why you think they should be 
recognized to 

weeklylettertotheeditor@gmail.com
for a chance to be featured!

GUSTIE of the WEEK
Meg Balfanz

for class and asked Jon 
Grinnell, Associate Profes-
sor of Biology, more about 
taxidermy. He taught her 
more, and she has contin-
ued to come in to help oth-
ers with study skins and 
taxidermy, specializing in 
stuffing owls.  

So far, she has made live 
mounts of owls, a catbird 
and is currently working on 
a woodcock. 

“It’s just kind of a fun 
thing that I don’t feel like I 
would have the opportuni-
ty to do elsewhere,” Balfanz 
explained. 

Balfanz’s special interest 
stands out to Grinnell. 

“Meg is wonderfully free 
about pursuing her inter-
ests. She likes something, 
and she goes for it,” Grin-
nell described. “Meg has 
lots of outdoor skills and 
experience and this seems 
to be another way of her 
experiencing the natural 
world she loves.”

“Meg has lots of out-
door skills and expe-
rience and this seems 

to be another way 
of her experiencing 

the natural world she 
loves.”

On campus, Balfanz is 
involved with the Alpha 
Sigma Tau (AST) sorority, 
LineUs Improv, Library Stu-
dent Advisory Board, and 

works two jobs. 
When she attended Lin-

eUs shows her first two 
years at Gustavus, Balfanz 
never imagined herself join-
ing improv until she was 
encouraged to audition in 
her Junior year. She gave 
it a shot in auditions and 
was accepted to join the 
group. 

For Balfanz, LineUs has 
been a special family. “I’m 
really fortunate to get to 
hang out with them because 
that’s what I feel like our 
rehearsals always are, it’s 
just like an opportunity to 
hang out,” Balfanz said. 
While the shows and do-
ing improv are fun, it’s the 
people who stand out. 

One of her roommates, 
Senior Julia Nelson, said 
the two have gotten closer 
since Balfanz joined the 
troupe. Nelson described 
Balfanz as “hilarious, kind-
hearted, and comfortable to 
talk to.” 

“She’s super chill and 

I really enjoy the time we 
spend doing whatever in-
sane stuff we do,” Nelson 
said. 

“She’s super chill 
and I really enjoy the 
time we spend doing 
whatever insane stuff 

we do.”

Balfanz has most enjoyed 
the strong community at 
Gustavus. The small size 
“makes it easier to stay 
connected and make deeper 
friendships with people 
who otherwise would just 
be classmates,” Balfanz 
said. She loves always see-
ing people she knows to 
wave to or chat with as she 
walks across campus. 

One of the close friend-
ships Balfanz has formed 
here is with Senior and 
fellow AST member Margo 
Brettin. The pair first met 
at orientation, where Bret-
tin knew her as the class 

rock-paper-scissors cham-
pion. 

“Now I know her more as 
a close personal friend and 
a Just Dance master. Some 
of her best qualities are her 
strong leadership qualities 
and helpful nature. If I am 
in a predicament, I know I 
can always ask her for ad-
vice!” Brettin said.

As Balfanz prepares to 
graduate next month, she 
plans to attend graduate 
school, where she will con-
tinue to research birds. As 
she looks back on her time 
at Gustavus, Balfanz’s ad-
vice to younger students is 
to reach out to people.

“Whether that just be 
talking more with the peo-
ple you have class with, 
hanging out outside of 
class,” Balfanz explained, 
“I feel like everyone here is 
here to make connections, 
and all you have to do is 
to kind of take that first 
step.”

GoW Meg Balfanz Submitted
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Senior Art Majors Showcase in Hillstrom

Sam Paulsen
Staff Writer

The Gustavus Senior 
Studio Art majors 
recently presented 

their final exhibition: Sur-
face Tension, a capstone of 
their artistic careers at Gus-
tavus. The exhibition is now 
on display in the Hillstrom 
Museum of Art on the lower 
level of the Jackson Campus 
Center and will be shown 
until May 3rd. The exhibit 
displays a variety of artistic 
styles to bring questions to 
the minds of viewers about 
themes such as fragility and 
stability. 

The twelve seniors have 
worked tirelessly to create 
this exhibit with the aim of 
displaying their work for all 
of campus to see. 

“Surface tension is a phys-
ical property of water, which 
relates thematically to the 
work of some students, in-
cluding myself, but also ap-
plies to all students more 
broadly in pushing against 
boundaries and challenging 
convention,” Japanese Stud-
ies and Studio Art double 
major Lindsey Johnson said. 

Johnson’s art represents 
the cyclical flow of time and 
impermanence through the-
matic ties to rivers, combin-
ing natural and manmade 
materials with fiber arts. To 
the students who have put 
their time into this work, it 
means more than just an ex-
hibit. 

“This exhibit represents a 
culmination of all of my past 
art experiences and is my 
biggest exhibit yet. I worked 
very hard, and it means a 
lot to me as a step towards 
becoming a working artist,” 
Johnson said. 

“I worked very hard, 
and it means a lot to 
me as a step towards 
becoming a working 

artist.”

Although this exhibit will 
be the last for these seniors 
during their time at Gusta-
vus, many hope it will not 
be their last ever. 

Studio Art and Computer 
Science double major Niko-
las Kopek focused his por-
tion of the exhibit on the 

Gustavus seniors showcase their work in Hillstrom Soren Sackreiter

complex way in which both 
his majors connect, drawing 
inspiration from both his 
Gustavus experience and 
personal life to create his 
work. Kopek’s work uses 
the popular 3D creation soft-
ware Blender to “explore 
the mystery and curiosity 
[felt] in vast watery environ-
ments,” according to his art 
label.

“This exhibition is a 
chance to really show how 
my two majors interact. 
I’ve never had such a public 
chance to display my works 
in a professional setting, so 
I took full advantage of it!” 
Kopek said. 

Not only is this exhibi-
tion for current Gustavus 
students to view and enjoy, 
but also for many prospec-
tive students to see. The 
hope for these seniors is to 
help inspire future students 
to consider pushing them-
selves out of their comfort 
zone and creating some-
thing new. 

“This exhibition serves as 
critical advertising for pro-
spective majors, builds the 
professional portfolios of 
current majors, and contrib-

utes to the college culture 
with compelling ideas every 
year,” Kopek said. 

This exhibition is one of 
the art department’s largest 
of the year, with many hours 
of planning and work going 
into creating it. Professor 
for the ART-399 Capstone 
course Betsy Byers helps 
guide and mentor students 
throughout the process. 

“As a member of the Art 
Department, this exhibition 
is meaningful because we 
see the hard work of our 
students come to fruition. It 
is a privilege to work with 
these students for four years 
and to see them grow, be cu-
rious, and find conviction 
in their own voices,” Byers 
said. 

Byers expressed that the 
story of these artists and 
their work cannot be told in 
a simple article.

“Artists and art histo-
rians spend an incredible 
amount of time to develop 
and mount this exhibition—
viewers are able to see the 
final product but it also rep-
resents the sleepless nights 
in the studio, eyes burning 
from editing on a screen, 

hands full of clay, entwined 
in fiber and dirty with char-
coal, paint dripping, never 
ending searches on art da-
tabases looking for obscure 
Swedish dolls, writing, glue 
holding, writing and editing 
again,” Byers said. 

“Artists and art his-
torians spend an 

incredible amount of 
time to develop and 

mount this exhibi-
tion.”

The department hopes 
for students to visit and cel-
ebrate the work the seniors 
have put in the exhibition 
before it leaves campus. 
“Our entire department is 
proud of these 12 students,” 
Byers said. 

Surface Tension will be on 
display until commence-
ment on May 3rd. The exhib-
it takes the viewers through 
many aspects of life, human-
kind, and culture through 
numerous artistic forms. 
The exhibit encapsulates the 
twelve artists’ time at Gus-
tavus—of artistry, collabora-
tion, and development.



featurespage 8 | Eric Hofer April 17, 2026 |  Page 9

The Presidents Who Built 
Gustavus

Eric Hofer
Features Editor

Eric Norelius, 1862-1863
	 Eric Norelius founded the school that would later become Gustavus in 1862 in Red Wing, Minnesota as a division 	 Eric Norelius founded the school that would later become Gustavus in 1862 in Red Wing, Minnesota as a division 
of his church. Just a few months later he had thirty students studying under him with his large collection of books serving of his church. Just a few months later he had thirty students studying under him with his large collection of books serving 
as the college’s first official library. After resigning as president, he went on to establish the Vasa Children’s Home, which as the college’s first official library. After resigning as president, he went on to establish the Vasa Children’s Home, which 
is considered to be the first orphanage in Minnesota. is considered to be the first orphanage in Minnesota. 
	 In 1870 he was elected president of the Minnesota Conference by his fellow church leaders, which is a division of 	 In 1870 he was elected president of the Minnesota Conference by his fellow church leaders, which is a division of 
the Augustana Synod; only three years later he was elected as president of the synod, a position he held for seven years. the Augustana Synod; only three years later he was elected as president of the synod, a position he held for seven years. 
In 1912 he was able to preach at Gustavus’ fifteenth anniversary, despite his failing health.In 1912 he was able to preach at Gustavus’ fifteenth anniversary, despite his failing health.

Andrew Jackson, 1863-1873
	 Due to the college’s affiliation with the Minnesota Conference, it was decided that Gustavus would move to East 	 Due to the college’s affiliation with the Minnesota Conference, it was decided that Gustavus would move to East 
Union, a rural settlement in Carver County. At this time, Gustavus was given its first official name: Minnesota Elementar Union, a rural settlement in Carver County. At this time, Gustavus was given its first official name: Minnesota Elementar 
Skola, which despite its name, indicated a secondary school. In 1865 as Swedish Lutherans were commemorating the Skola, which despite its name, indicated a secondary school. In 1865 as Swedish Lutherans were commemorating the 
1,000th anniversary of the death of St. Ansgar, the college was renamed to St. Ansgar’s Academy.1,000th anniversary of the death of St. Ansgar, the college was renamed to St. Ansgar’s Academy.
	 During this time, Andrew Jackson acted as the sole professor, treasurer, librarian, and janitor for the college, ef-	 During this time, Andrew Jackson acted as the sole professor, treasurer, librarian, and janitor for the college, ef-
fectively running the institution by himself. In 1872 a committee was appointed, which reported widespread dissatisfac-fectively running the institution by himself. In 1872 a committee was appointed, which reported widespread dissatisfac-
tion with the college’s rural location. As such, the college was planned to move to Minneapolis under the name Gustavus tion with the college’s rural location. As such, the college was planned to move to Minneapolis under the name Gustavus 
Adolphus Literary and Theological Institute. However, donations failed to materialize and the move was postponed, at Adolphus Literary and Theological Institute. However, donations failed to materialize and the move was postponed, at 
which point a delegation from St. Peter made a successful bid, largely because it was the only bid received. which point a delegation from St. Peter made a successful bid, largely because it was the only bid received. 

Jonas Nyquist, 1876-1881
	 Despite considering himself a temporary president, Jonas Nyquist oversaw many major changes to Gustavus, 	 Despite considering himself a temporary president, Jonas Nyquist oversaw many major changes to Gustavus, 
most notably the relocation, which proved to be an immediate hurdle as, due to construction and financial difficulties, most notably the relocation, which proved to be an immediate hurdle as, due to construction and financial difficulties, 
had to be postponed a year. The college was renamed one final time to Gustavus Adolphus College and opened for the had to be postponed a year. The college was renamed one final time to Gustavus Adolphus College and opened for the 
first term in 1876, despite lecture halls not being finished. Old Main housed everything the college needed, between hous-first term in 1876, despite lecture halls not being finished. Old Main housed everything the college needed, between hous-
ing, lecture halls, the dining room, a library; and, for a short time, Nyquist himself, who lived in the basement with his ing, lecture halls, the dining room, a library; and, for a short time, Nyquist himself, who lived in the basement with his 
family. family. 
	 Although it was a college in name, Gustavus was not officially recognized as such—something Nyquist sought 	 Although it was a college in name, Gustavus was not officially recognized as such—something Nyquist sought 
to fix. Several classes were provided covering several core subjects, along with Swedish, which was personally taught by to fix. Several classes were provided covering several core subjects, along with Swedish, which was personally taught by 
Nyquist. Despite attendance exceeding 100 students for the first time in 1880, the college still faced financial troubles and Nyquist. Despite attendance exceeding 100 students for the first time in 1880, the college still faced financial troubles and 
calls for a move to the Twin Cities, which prompted Nyquist to resign.calls for a move to the Twin Cities, which prompted Nyquist to resign.

Matthias Wahlstrom, 1882-1904
	 Upon his selection, Matthias Wahlstrom pledged to make Gustavus a “complete college.” In 1882, the first fresh-	 Upon his selection, Matthias Wahlstrom pledged to make Gustavus a “complete college.” In 1882, the first fresh-
man class was enrolled, followed by the first sophomore class in 1885, the first junior class in 1888. Eight of the men from man class was enrolled, followed by the first sophomore class in 1885, the first junior class in 1888. Eight of the men from 
the junior class graduated with the college’s first bachelor’s degrees in 1890, which meant Gustavus Adolphus College the junior class graduated with the college’s first bachelor’s degrees in 1890, which meant Gustavus Adolphus College 
was officially a true college. In 1884, North and South Halls were constructed to serve as women’s residences, with Wahl-was officially a true college. In 1884, North and South Halls were constructed to serve as women’s residences, with Wahl-
strom and his father personally building a house on campus to serve as his home. The first gym was constructed in 1886, strom and his father personally building a house on campus to serve as his home. The first gym was constructed in 1886, 
followed by a building for musical programs the next year. By the turn of the century, enrollment was near 400, which led followed by a building for musical programs the next year. By the turn of the century, enrollment was near 400, which led 
to Gustavus participating in intercollegiate sports and joining the Minnesota Intercollegiate Oratorical Association. to Gustavus participating in intercollegiate sports and joining the Minnesota Intercollegiate Oratorical Association. 
	 However, despite the renovations and success, plans to build an auditorium renewed debates to move the college 	 However, despite the renovations and success, plans to build an auditorium renewed debates to move the college 
to the Twin Cities. Advocates for the Twin Cities had the majority, deciding to move if $200,000 was raised by the follow-to the Twin Cities. Advocates for the Twin Cities had the majority, deciding to move if $200,000 was raised by the follow-
ing year. When the deadline approached, only $132,000 had been raised, and the move was delayed a year. When only ing year. When the deadline approached, only $132,000 had been raised, and the move was delayed a year. When only 
$150,000 had been pledged the following year, the St. Peter community put together $15,000 for the auditorium, convinc-$150,000 had been pledged the following year, the St. Peter community put together $15,000 for the auditorium, convinc-
ing the conference to stay in the town. Tired and discouraged from years of this debate, Wahlstrom decided to resign in ing the conference to stay in the town. Tired and discouraged from years of this debate, Wahlstrom decided to resign in 
1904.1904.

Peter Mattson, 1904-1911
		 Peter Mattson became the first Gustavus alumni president, having graduated in 1892. Though Mattson had been Peter Mattson became the first Gustavus alumni president, having graduated in 1892. Though Mattson had been 
an outspoken supporter of moving the college to the Twin Cities, he begrudgingly agreed with the decision to remain in an outspoken supporter of moving the college to the Twin Cities, he begrudgingly agreed with the decision to remain in 
St. Peter. Despite the growing popularity of athletics, Mattson saw it as interfering with the religious and moral life of St. Peter. Despite the growing popularity of athletics, Mattson saw it as interfering with the religious and moral life of 
Gustavus. Upon his selection, Mattson banned football with the Augustana Synod forbidding all intercollegiate competi-Gustavus. Upon his selection, Mattson banned football with the Augustana Synod forbidding all intercollegiate competi-
tion amongst its colleges the following summer.tion amongst its colleges the following summer.
	 Despite the protests, Mattson held strong in his belief, stating that Gustavus should uphold the synod’s decision, 	 Despite the protests, Mattson held strong in his belief, stating that Gustavus should uphold the synod’s decision, 
although several other synod colleges didn’t enforce the ban. During this ban, several secret societies were formed to although several other synod colleges didn’t enforce the ban. During this ban, several secret societies were formed to 
play football in private. The next several years were marked by increasing agitation until the synod overturned their ban play football in private. The next several years were marked by increasing agitation until the synod overturned their ban 
on intercollegiate athletics in 1910– though football would not return to Gustavus until 1917. The new governor of Min-on intercollegiate athletics in 1910– though football would not return to Gustavus until 1917. The new governor of Min-
nesota, John Johnson, had close ties to college and convinced Andrew Carnegie to donate to Gustavus, helping fund the nesota, John Johnson, had close ties to college and convinced Andrew Carnegie to donate to Gustavus, helping fund the 
construction of a new residence hall, heating plant, and an auditorium. Due to frequent unrest amongst the board, faculty, construction of a new residence hall, heating plant, and an auditorium. Due to frequent unrest amongst the board, faculty, 
and students, Mattson resigned in 1911. and students, Mattson resigned in 1911. 

Oscar Johnson, 1913-1942
	 It’d be difficult to find someone as much of a polar opposite to Mattson as Oscar Johnson 	 It’d be difficult to find someone as much of a polar opposite to Mattson as Oscar Johnson 
was. When Mattson encouraged the synod’s ban on intramural sports, Johnson pushed for it to be was. When Mattson encouraged the synod’s ban on intramural sports, Johnson pushed for it to be 
lifted; whereas fraternities and sororities were things Mattson struggled with, by the time Johnson lifted; whereas fraternities and sororities were things Mattson struggled with, by the time Johnson 
left they had been accepted parts of Gustavus; Swedish became hardly used in church services; left they had been accepted parts of Gustavus; Swedish became hardly used in church services; 
movies went from something that was frowned upon to something many people loved; the athletic movies went from something that was frowned upon to something many people loved; the athletic 
department had done a complete 180°.department had done a complete 180°.
	 In 1914, majors and minors were introduced, along with the elective system. A new gymna-	 In 1914, majors and minors were introduced, along with the elective system. A new gymna-
sium was planned to be constructed in 1917, however, with the United States’ involvement in World sium was planned to be constructed in 1917, however, with the United States’ involvement in World 
War I, funds had to be reorganized and the majority of male students enlisted or were drafted. After War I, funds had to be reorganized and the majority of male students enlisted or were drafted. After 
the end of the war, a new gym was built in 1922, which led to Gustavus’ entrance into the Minnesota the end of the war, a new gym was built in 1922, which led to Gustavus’ entrance into the Minnesota 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference, where the college saw great success. During Johnson’s term, Intercollegiate Athletic Conference, where the college saw great success. During Johnson’s term, 
enrollment increased from 123 to well over 500, leading to the construction of Uhler and Rundstrom enrollment increased from 123 to well over 500, leading to the construction of Uhler and Rundstrom 
Halls.  Halls.  

Walter Lunden, 1942-1943
	 Upon taking office, Walter Lunden initiated campus-wide improvements, including paint-	 Upon taking office, Walter Lunden initiated campus-wide improvements, including paint-
ing, redecorating, and general renovations. Due to the government-imposed travel restrictions and ing, redecorating, and general renovations. Due to the government-imposed travel restrictions and 
the college’s strained finances, Lunden (with the support of the Board of Trustees) placed a ban on the college’s strained finances, Lunden (with the support of the Board of Trustees) placed a ban on 
all intercollegiate athletics. This was highly unpopular amongst students, leading to the Board re-all intercollegiate athletics. This was highly unpopular amongst students, leading to the Board re-
versing the decision and lifting the ban. As a result, Lunden attempted to resign, but was denied by versing the decision and lifting the ban. As a result, Lunden attempted to resign, but was denied by 
the Board, greatly shaking their trust in Lunden.the Board, greatly shaking their trust in Lunden.
	 Lunden’s improvements saw success, as the college hired a business manager, started major 	 Lunden’s improvements saw success, as the college hired a business manager, started major 
insurance changes, and made a case for better financial support from the church. He began discus-insurance changes, and made a case for better financial support from the church. He began discus-
sions to host a V-12 military training unit at Gustavus, which was rejected by the Board until lob-sions to host a V-12 military training unit at Gustavus, which was rejected by the Board until lob-
bying from faculty and alumni reversed the decision. Shortly after, Lunden asked the Board for an bying from faculty and alumni reversed the decision. Shortly after, Lunden asked the Board for an 
indefinite leave of absence to accept a wartime commission, but was denied. Lunden resigned again, indefinite leave of absence to accept a wartime commission, but was denied. Lunden resigned again, 
with the Board finally letting him leave. with the Board finally letting him leave. 

Edgar Carlson, 1944-1968
	 Edgar Carlson entered Gustavus at an interesting time, when enrollment consisted of 388 	 Edgar Carlson entered Gustavus at an interesting time, when enrollment consisted of 388 
V-12 trainees and only 95 civilian students. However, by the start of 1946 and the end of World War V-12 trainees and only 95 civilian students. However, by the start of 1946 and the end of World War 
II, enrollment soared to 1,127, the first time Gustavus had ever had a student population of over II, enrollment soared to 1,127, the first time Gustavus had ever had a student population of over 
1,000. With such a drastic increase in enrollment, housing became an immediate concern; St. Peter 1,000. With such a drastic increase in enrollment, housing became an immediate concern; St. Peter 
residents let students live in their houses while the interior of the stadium housed 40 students. In the residents let students live in their houses while the interior of the stadium housed 40 students. In the 
spring of 1946, construction began on Wahlstrom Hall, with students beginning to occupy it before spring of 1946, construction began on Wahlstrom Hall, with students beginning to occupy it before 
its completion.  Though enrollment dropped a few years after the end of World War II due to the its completion.  Though enrollment dropped a few years after the end of World War II due to the 
graduation of veterans, it began to rise again in 1954. Following the completion of Sorensen, Sohre, graduation of veterans, it began to rise again in 1954. Following the completion of Sorensen, Sohre, 
North, Pittman, and Gibbs Halls, 1969 saw enrollment increase to 1,872. Norelius Hall finished con-North, Pittman, and Gibbs Halls, 1969 saw enrollment increase to 1,872. Norelius Hall finished con-
struction, which was the largest residence hall and the only at the time to accommodate both men struction, which was the largest residence hall and the only at the time to accommodate both men 
and women. and women. 
	 In addition to residence halls, the Folke Bernadotte Library finished construction in 1948. 	 In addition to residence halls, the Folke Bernadotte Library finished construction in 1948. 
A predecessor to the Campus Center was constructed in 1960 which housed many of the same A predecessor to the Campus Center was constructed in 1960 which housed many of the same 
facilities. Vickner Hall was finished in 1962, followed by Nobel Hall the following year to improve facilities. Vickner Hall was finished in 1962, followed by Nobel Hall the following year to improve 
Gustavus’ science education, with the first Nobel Conference being held in 1965 to discuss genetics. Gustavus’ science education, with the first Nobel Conference being held in 1965 to discuss genetics. 
One of the most notable structures on campus, Christ Chapel, was a pet project of Carlson, finished One of the most notable structures on campus, Christ Chapel, was a pet project of Carlson, finished 
construction in 1961, one year before Gustavus’s 100th anniversary. After 24 years in office, Carlson construction in 1961, one year before Gustavus’s 100th anniversary. After 24 years in office, Carlson 

Frank Barth, 1969-1975
	 Frank Barth became the first president to not be a member of the clergy, largely coming in on issues of racial 	 Frank Barth became the first president to not be a member of the clergy, largely coming in on issues of racial 
tension and opposition to the Vietnam War, managing to keep tempers low despite protests being commonplace. Shortly tension and opposition to the Vietnam War, managing to keep tempers low despite protests being commonplace. Shortly 
after taking office, the Auditorium had been completely destroyed by a fire, losing the vast majority of transcripts and after taking office, the Auditorium had been completely destroyed by a fire, losing the vast majority of transcripts and 
records. After the building had been razed, the Carlson Administration Center was built on the same site. The year prior, records. After the building had been razed, the Carlson Administration Center was built on the same site. The year prior, 
the Schaefer Fine Arts Center was constructed, with fine arts getting an even bigger spotlight with the first Christmas in the Schaefer Fine Arts Center was constructed, with fine arts getting an even bigger spotlight with the first Christmas in 
Christ Chapel in 1973, along with development of the arboretum the same year. To secure a $1 million federal grant, a Christ Chapel in 1973, along with development of the arboretum the same year. To secure a $1 million federal grant, a 
Second Folke Bernadotte Library was constructed, opening in 1972, along with an enclosed hockey arena. Having com-Second Folke Bernadotte Library was constructed, opening in 1972, along with an enclosed hockey arena. Having com-
pleted many of his objectives, Barth resigned in 1975.pleted many of his objectives, Barth resigned in 1975.

Edward Lindell, 1975-1980
Edward Lindell inherited a college which had 2,000 enrolled students and a nearly $10 million budget. However, due to Edward Lindell inherited a college which had 2,000 enrolled students and a nearly $10 million budget. However, due to 
the rapid construction over the last several decades, the accumulated deficit was starting to become a problem, which the rapid construction over the last several decades, the accumulated deficit was starting to become a problem, which 
was Lindell’s main goal for his term. In an attempt to curtail expenses, he delayed his own inauguration and froze faculty was Lindell’s main goal for his term. In an attempt to curtail expenses, he delayed his own inauguration and froze faculty 
and administration salaries for two years, which was accepted in good spirits. Lindell and his wife Patty were successful and administration salaries for two years, which was accepted in good spirits. Lindell and his wife Patty were successful 
in raising funds, leading a team that secured over $16 million for Gustavus, with his last two years securing $4 million in raising funds, leading a team that secured over $16 million for Gustavus, with his last two years securing $4 million 
each. Over his term the endowment had tripled. After fixing the college’s financial troubles, Lindell resigned in 1980.each. Over his term the endowment had tripled. After fixing the college’s financial troubles, Lindell resigned in 1980.

John Kendall, 1981-1991
	 Under John Kendall’s presidency, both humanities and sciences benefited with the construction of Confer and 	 Under John Kendall’s presidency, both humanities and sciences benefited with the construction of Confer and 
Olin Hall, along with the renovation of Nobel Hall. The Gustavus Alumni Association earned national recognition from Olin Hall, along with the renovation of Nobel Hall. The Gustavus Alumni Association earned national recognition from 
the Council for the Advancement and Support of Education, earning 18 consecutive awards between 1971 and 1988 for the Council for the Advancement and Support of Education, earning 18 consecutive awards between 1971 and 1988 for 
sustained excellence in alumni donations. Kendall helped develop the Gustavus Adolphus College Association of Con-sustained excellence in alumni donations. Kendall helped develop the Gustavus Adolphus College Association of Con-
gregations, which now comprises several colleges associated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, resigning gregations, which now comprises several colleges associated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, resigning 

Axel Steuer, 1991-2002
		 Upon taking office, Axel Steuer began working on increasing Gustavus’ endowment and enhancing the college’s Upon taking office, Axel Steuer began working on increasing Gustavus’ endowment and enhancing the college’s 
national reputation. However, his most notable moment came in 1998 when much of the campus was destroyed by the tor-national reputation. However, his most notable moment came in 1998 when much of the campus was destroyed by the tor-
nado, which had cost more than $50 million in damages. Just when many were beginning to question if the college would nado, which had cost more than $50 million in damages. Just when many were beginning to question if the college would 
reopen in the fall, Steuer announced that Gustavus would complete the spring term and graduate their students on time. reopen in the fall, Steuer announced that Gustavus would complete the spring term and graduate their students on time. 
Despite the destruction, the recovery efforts were successful enough to bring in a record first-year class that fall. Despite the destruction, the recovery efforts were successful enough to bring in a record first-year class that fall. 
	 With the turn of the century, Gustavus had an enrollment of 2,500 students, employed 170 full-time faculty, and 	 With the turn of the century, Gustavus had an enrollment of 2,500 students, employed 170 full-time faculty, and 
had a strong status as a hub for sciences and humanities alike. Steuer drafted a mission statement that still largely carries had a strong status as a hub for sciences and humanities alike. Steuer drafted a mission statement that still largely carries 
forward to this day along with outlining five core values unique to the Gustavus community: excellence, faith, community, forward to this day along with outlining five core values unique to the Gustavus community: excellence, faith, community, 
justice, and service. Despite his success, Steuer unexpectedly resigned in 2002.justice, and service. Despite his success, Steuer unexpectedly resigned in 2002.

James Peterson, 2003-2008
	 In one of his first public addresses, James Peterson declared Gustavus’ commitment to the values Steuer had 	 In one of his first public addresses, James Peterson declared Gustavus’ commitment to the values Steuer had 
outlined. Under his watch, Gustavus’ endowment had surpassed $100 million and the position of provost was created to outlined. Under his watch, Gustavus’ endowment had surpassed $100 million and the position of provost was created to 
oversee all academic programs and planning. As Wahlstrom Hall was demolished for being outdated, Southwest Hall was oversee all academic programs and planning. As Wahlstrom Hall was demolished for being outdated, Southwest Hall was 
constructed. Having met his strategic and financial goals for the college, Peterson left the role in 2008. constructed. Having met his strategic and financial goals for the college, Peterson left the role in 2008. 

Jack Ohle, 2008-2014
	 One of Jack Ohle’s first objectives as president was to expand the current strategic planning process into one that 	 One of Jack Ohle’s first objectives as president was to expand the current strategic planning process into one that 
would be able to provide more concrete results. In 2011, the construction of Beck Hall was completed, along with renova-would be able to provide more concrete results. In 2011, the construction of Beck Hall was completed, along with renova-
tions to Anderson and Nobel Halls, completed just in time to see the college’s largest incoming class. Under Ohle, Gustavus tions to Anderson and Nobel Halls, completed just in time to see the college’s largest incoming class. Under Ohle, Gustavus 
celebrated its 150th anniversary with over 750 attendees, including the king and queen of Sweden. celebrated its 150th anniversary with over 750 attendees, including the king and queen of Sweden. 

Rebecca Bergman, 2014-2025
	 Rebecca Bergman made Gustavus history by becoming the first woman president in the college’s long history. Over 	 Rebecca Bergman made Gustavus history by becoming the first woman president in the college’s long history. Over 
her term, her majors goals were to expand and diversify the Gustavus community and to achieve stability for the college. her term, her majors goals were to expand and diversify the Gustavus community and to achieve stability for the college. 
Bergman helped spearhead the development of Gustavus’ first master’s degree program and doubled the college’s endow-Bergman helped spearhead the development of Gustavus’ first master’s degree program and doubled the college’s endow-
ment in her term from $135 million to over $300 million. Much of this money was put towards renovating Nobel Hall and ment in her term from $135 million to over $300 million. Much of this money was put towards renovating Nobel Hall and 
Lund Center, both of which saw their areas nearly double. In 2024, Bergman announced her plan to retire, officially step-Lund Center, both of which saw their areas nearly double. In 2024, Bergman announced her plan to retire, officially step-

John Volin, 2025-
	 John Volin is the current president of Gustavus, and while he hasn’t even held the title for a year at this point, he 	 John Volin is the current president of Gustavus, and while he hasn’t even held the title for a year at this point, he 
has still managed to make a positive impact on the campus. One of Volin’s largest objectives is to connect to the Gustavus has still managed to make a positive impact on the campus. One of Volin’s largest objectives is to connect to the Gustavus 
community through attending many campus events, dining at the cafeteria, and sponsoring the Great Gustie Read. Volin community through attending many campus events, dining at the cafeteria, and sponsoring the Great Gustie Read. Volin 
has also been an advocate for addressing food insecurity through voicing his support for the Gustie Pantry and the lunch has also been an advocate for addressing food insecurity through voicing his support for the Gustie Pantry and the lunch 
buffet, as well as creating the first pet-friendly housing options on campus. buffet, as well as creating the first pet-friendly housing options on campus. 
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AI in Your Inbox

Mary Athorp
Opinion Columnist

Artificial intelligence 
certainly inspires 
a lot of heated de-

bates these days—especially 
in academia. Some people 
encourage its use as a tool, 
while others discourage its 
use entirely. Gustavus is no 
stranger to discussions about 
AI. 

If we look back to the 
2024-25 school year, there 
was a massive controversy 
regarding an AI software 
pitched by admissions that 
allowed prospective Gusties 
to take a photo of themselves 
within an AI-generated scene 
on campus. 

“If we look back to 
the 2024-25 school 

year, there was a 
massive controvery 

regarding an AI 
software pitched 

by admissions that 
allowed prospec-

tive Gusties to take a 
photo of themselves 
within an AI-gener-
ated scene on cam-

pus.”
Many people were upset 

about the use of AI art, given 
that Gustavus has plenty of 
incredible artists and art stu-
dents. This year, it seems the 
take on AI is largely less tol-
erated. At least in most of my 
classes, we have to cite AI if we 
use it at all, even if it’s Gram-
marly checking your spelling. 
All this is to say, Gustavus has 
come to hold a general anti-AI 
position. That is, until recently. 

Perhaps you took a mo-
ment last week to read the 

email entitled “You’re Invited 
to President Volin’s Inaugu-
ral Tree Dedication” that was 
sent out to the whole student 
body. Now, to most, this email 
seemed relatively harmless. 
The email simply informed the 
student population that there 
would be a tree dedication 
service for President Volin, as 
other presidents and important 
Gustavus figures have been 
honored in the past, and that 
everyone was invited to at-
tend. Harmless enough, right? 
Wrong. Some students looked 
closely at the email and noticed 
the lack of human voice within 
the writing, as well as specifi-
cally plant based wordage and 
other gendered writing. Some 
examples of this include: “the 
fragrant Lilac Walk blooms 
each spring… representing the 
grace and community spirit… 
woven into its history.” and 
“We look forward to gathering 
to celebrate the beauty of our 
campus and the roots that con-
tinue to strengthen the Gusta-
vus community.” 

Acting on this voiced curi-
osity and skepticism, students 

at the Weekly put the email 
into the AI detection software, 
ZeroGPT, and the email came 
back 100% AI. 

“Acting on this 
voiced curiosity and 
skepticism, students 
at the Weekly put the 
email into the AI de-
tection software, Ze-
roGPT and the email 
came back 100% AI.”

Curious, indeed! Reactions 
to this finding were somewhat 
varied. Some students were in-
different, others were more dis-
approving. Is it right for an in-
stitution that largely opposed 
AI to utilize it in their commu-
nication with students? Truth 
is, I don’t have an answer. 

Would it be nice to receive 
information from the genuine 
voice of our faculty? Sure. I’d 
like it, at least. Is it completely 
fair that AI is discouraged in 
student settings but not in ad-

ministrative ones? Probably 
not. 

However—playing devil’s 
advocate here—I think about 
all of the things I have on my 
plate. If I had a million emails 
to write, and just one of them 
AI could write for me and it 
would communicate the same 
information as it would if I 
were to write it, I wouldn’t 
count it out. 

“If I had a million 
emails to write, and 
just one of them AI 
could write for me 

and it would commu-
nicate the same in-

formation as it would 
if I were to write it, I 

wouldn’t count it out.”
I’m sure our faculty have 

even more things on their to-
do lists. I imagine it would be 
logical—in this sense—to work 
smarter, not harder. 

I will admit that the feel-
ings inspired by the email, at 

least now that we know it is 
AI, aren’t necessarily positive 
ones. I feel cheated, a little bit. 
And, if the dedication of this 
tree is as important as they 
want it to be, why was it not 
important enough to take the 
time to write a genuine email 
about it? 

All this said, I think it’s im-
portant to consider the pur-
pose of any kind of media. I 
think it’s safe to say that the 
purpose of this particular 
email was to inform, and I 
also think it’s safe to say that 
it did what it meant to do. We 
know about the event and we 
know we’re invited. Mission 
accomplished. Furthermore, 
we receive tons of information 
in different ways—is the infor-
mation discredited if someone 
used AI to share it? As I said, 
I do not claim to have the an-
swers to these questions, but I 
do think they are worth pon-
dering. And, if it really was 
inappropriate for AI to be used 
in this scenario, perhaps it is 
worth discussing more. 

Me texting my AI boyfriend to see if he would still love me if I was a worm. Fin Gustafson
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The True Meaning of Earth 
Day

What is the true mean-
ing of Earth Day? Is 
it a time to recognize 

the work that we have done, 
or reckon with the work yet to 
be done?

Consider the irony of a 
person driving their gas car to 
an Earth Day clean-up event 
next week, stopping on their 
way to get a coffee made from 
beans grown on displaced 
rainforest, throwing away 
their disposable cup as they 
arrive. At the event, this hypo-
thetical person will probably 
get a free t-shirt made from 
hundreds of gallons of water 
that will sit in their closet un-
til they move houses. Did the 
trash they picked up from the 
highway actually show their 
appreciation for the earth, or 
just make their commute a lit-
tle less ugly? 

It’s generally known that 
the celebration of this holiday 
began in the 1970s, but the 
seeds were planted almost a 
decade earlier with the writ-
ings of Rachel Carson’s Silent 
Spring in 1962. Up until that 
point, writing on the environ-
ment had focused on romanti-
cizing nature; From Emerson 
to Leopold, Thoreau’s ideal-
istic Walden, and John Muir’s 
National Parks. Nature was 
an invincible force that held 
beauty and mystique, whimsy 
even. Carson took that idea 
and flipped it on its head, 
starting the second wave of 
ecocriticism that showed how 
humans and the environment 
are intertwined. Her book 
brought national attention to 
the concept of pollution and 
the harsh reality that we are 
to blame. All through the 60’s, 
this idea began to simmer 
and, when the Santa Barbara 
oil spill happened in 1969, a 
lobby began to build around 
the idea of honoring the Earth, 

the concept of peace, and edu-
cation on environmentalism. 
Keep in mind that the Cold 
War and Space Race were also 
high on public perception; 
people were more aware than 
ever about the massive and 
minuscule scales of the Earth 
and humanity’s capacity for 
destruction. 

After the momentum of 
this original Earth Day, the En-
vironmental Protection Agen-
cy (EPA) was formed later that 
year, and environmental legis-
lation took off throughout the 
70s in the US. I’m not going 
to go through the fifty-some 
years since then, but it held mo-
mentum, eventually becoming 
a globally recognized event as 
the concept of climate change 
became increasingly relevant. 
For the 40th anniversary, more 
than a billion people took ac-
tion, and the Paris Agreement 
was signed a few years later 
during Earth Day 2016. And 
yet, despite (or maybe because 
of) all this positivity, I would 
like to challenge the way we 
celebrate Earth Day today. If 
you take a look at the indi-
viduals and groups who are 
leading the rallying cries, they 

are making a difference every 
single day of the year, not just 
on April 22nd. If we use Earth 
Day as our moral justification 
to not pick up the trash we see 
on the sidewalk the other 364 
days of the year, we are do-
ing a disservice not just to the 
Earth but to the cleanliness of 
our lives. 

“If we use Earth 
Day as our moral jus-
tification to not pick 
up the trash we see 
on the sidewalk the 

other 364 days of the 
year, we are doing a 
disservice not just to 
the Earth but to the 
cleanliness of our 

lives.”
Wouldn’t it be great if Earth 

Day could be a time to appre-
ciate the work being done and 
to absorb the wonder of our 
planet? The Artemis II astro-
nauts just reminded us what it 
means to be living on this blue 

dot—that we can rally for posi-
tivity and innovation, not just 
war and destruction. 

We’re all to blame for the 
pollution of our planet, and we 
can all be part of the solution. 

“We’re all to blame 
for the pollution of 
our planet, and we 

can all be part of the 
solution.”

If that means you want to 
show up to the Earth Day clean-
up here at Gustavus (meeting 
at 3 p.m. and 4 p.m. in Johns 
Courtyard), that’s wonderful, 
but think about a place where 
you might pick up trash on the 
23rd as well. Bring an old shirt 
you don’t wear to stamp it with 
a new design. Ask those with 
whom you are volunteering 
what they are doing to make a 
difference in their daily lives—
have they considered electric 
cars, is their coffee shade-grown, 
what meats do they eat? Last of 
all, educate yourself: read the 
news, ask professors questions, 
be curious. The irony of Celebra-
tion of Creative Inquiry being 
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held at the same time as Gus-
tavus Earth Day cleanup is al-
most fitting in that we are tak-
ing the day to appreciate the 
work people are doing to make 
our planet a better place. 

“The irony of Cel-
ebration of Creative 
Inquiry being held 
at the same time as 
Gustavus Earth Day 
cleanup is almost 

fitting in that we are 
taking the day to 

appreciate the work 
people are doing to 
make our planet a 

better place.”
We’re throwing back to 

the teach-ins that started this 
56-year-old tradition of honor-
ing the Earth, not just acknowl-
edging our human impact, 
our pollution, but the power 
we have to come together for 
peace and to solve problems 
so that we still have a planet to 
appreciate.  

Soren Sackreiter
Photography Editor

A picture of the Earth (I’m still not sure how this photo was taken). Soren Sackreiter
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Bao Vu
Opinion Columnist

Does anyone else feel 
like March went by at 
0.5x speed, but April 

feels like 2x, or is it just me? I 
still couldn’t believe there are 
only two weeks left.

I guess, now, you’re prob-
ably swamped with assign-
ments, exams, concerts, or 
recitals (because I am too!). 
Getting through these final 
weeks of the school year has 
never been easy. Burnout is 
real, but don’t let yourself sink 
right before the finish line. Let 
me give you these things. Who 
knows, they might actually 

help.
Use a to-do list
I truly believe the to-do list 

is one of the greatest human 
inventions that people often 
overlook. At the beginning of 
the month, the week, or even 
the day, I usually list out my 
tasks and then sort them by 
their priority, based on the 
Eisenhower Matrix:

Urgent & Important: Do 
it now (e.g., an assignment 
that’s due tonight).

Urgent & Not Important: 
Do it quickly or ask for help 
(e.g., fielding unexpected

interruptions from work).
Not Urgent & Important: 

Schedule it (e.g., study for the 
next week’s exam).

Not Urgent & Not Im-
portant: Just don’t do it (e.g., 
mindlessly scrolling social 
media).

Be specific with the actions 
on your to-do list.

Don’t just write “Study.” 
Write “Read 10 pages of 
Chapter 1” or “Solve 5 math 
problems” instead. Breaking 
things down helps you feel 
less overwhelmed, and when 
you finish that small part, you 
get a little sense of accom-
plishment, which could give 
you more motivation to keep 
going.

Choose the study method 
that works best for you.

Personally, I like sitting 
alone, reading every word, 
and then rewriting or “teach-
ing” the material back to my-
self to see if I truly get it or not. 
But some people prefer using 
quizzes or flashcards.

I also like studying for a 
full three hours and then tak-
ing a 10-minute walk as a treat. 
But others prefer the Pomo-
doro method: work focused 
for 25 minutes, then rest for 5. 
After four rounds, take a lon-
ger break (15–20 minutes) to 
let your brain recover.

“I also like studying 
for a full three hours 

and then taking a 
10-minute walk as a 

treat.”
There’s really no right or 

wrong way. It depends on the 
subject and your own self. 
Knowing what you need and 
what suits you is more im-
portant than anything. Don’t 
let FOMO push you to follow 
someone else’s study method.

Relaxing is not in the “Not 
Urgent & Not Important” part. 

Don’t cut it.
Staying up late might help 

you get a few more assign-
ments done, but lack of sleep 
will make you unfocused, 
stressed, and less effective at 
everything.

Moreover, don’t just im-
prison yourself at your desk. 
The weather has been nice re-
cently. I’ve noticed the flow-
ers starting to bloom in front 
of Old Main and all around 
campus. The grass at the Arb 
is also looking lush and green. 
Maybe a quick walk is exactly 
what you need to clear your 
head, so those dry textbooks 
actually start making sense. 
(Of course, don’t over-relax 
either. Assignments don’t 
write themselves!)

Remember, you are not 
alone.

These are the final weeks. 
Everyone is busy. Everyone is 
caught up in the same whirl-
wind as you. You’re not fight-
ing the deadlines by yourself. 
Talk to your friends, study in 
groups, or, honestly, just vent 
a little. It’s okay!

Gustavus also has the 
Counseling Center and Peer 
Assistants for your reference. 
They are always open and 
ready to listen to whatever is 

on your mind.

“The Counseling 
Center and Peer As-
sistants...are always 
open and ready to 

listen to whatever is 
on your mind.”

This whole article is really 
just about this: You are not, and 
will never be alone here. Not 
just because you always have 
your friends, your professors, 
the Counseling Center, the 
Peer Assistant team (or even 
me, someone you might have 
never met), but because all 
other students are also strug-
gling through these last days, 
just like you.

Allow yourself to be tired, 
to rest, to complain a little, 
and then keep going. These 
final weeks might be the most 
stressful time. We know it, and 
we have nothing to do but just 
deal with it.

Take care, and remember 
we’re almost there. Summer is 
very close to the Hill.

Good luck to all of us!

Liv White

Gustie Guide to Getting Through The Next Few Weeks

Bell choir performing at St. Paul’s in Gaylord.

Will Prahl
Guest Writer

This past weekend, the 
renowned Gustavus 
Handbells ensembles, 

Christ Chapel Ringers, Gus-
tavus Bronze and Gustavus 
Carillon, of which I am a part 
of, traveled all the way to Gay-
lord, MN for a performance 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. 
The congregation welcomed 
all three handbell groups into 
their community lead by Pas-
tor Scott Richards, famous 
for his love of handbell mu-
sic. These church run-outs 
are a great way for Gustavus 
to bring our community into 
the towns and congregations 
around us. Community con-
nection opportunities like this 
are so valuable to students and 
those they visit alike. One of 
the things that ties Gustavus to 
this congregation is Grandma 
Ruby, who bakes homemade 
treats for the campus each 
month and delivers them via 
Richards to the Chaplain’s of-

-fice. These treats can be found 
outside the Chaplain’s office in 
Old Main whenever the sign is 
displayed outside. I personally 
enjoy her lemon drop cookies, 
and she makes a mean 7 layer 
bar.

Grace LaTourelle, handbell 
lover, and the Editor and Chief 
of this fine paper, was invited 
to give a sermon during the 
service and joined handbells in 
Gaylord, Minnesota last week-
end. LaTourelle had nothing 
but good things to say about 
the handbell performances. 

“It was very engaging and 
exciting, I especially thought 
“Colors of the Wind” was a 
great way to end it,” LaTourel-
le said.  

Handbells played hit songs 
such as “The Green Blade Ris-
eth”, and “What Wondrous 
Love is This”, but also includ-
ed some lesser-known pieces 
such as “Colors of the Wind” 
and “Go the Distance.” My fa-

-vorite to play is the famous 
and very impressive “Modal 
Fanfare.” A fantastic piece to 
play and listen to.

Being able to play in differ-
ent locations with the people 
I love playing with is really 
wonderful. One of the people 
I play with, Sophomore Liv 
White, who plays F5 and G5, 
was kind enough to talk to me 
about why she loves being in 
Carillon. 

“What I loved most was 
seeing the joy on peoples faces. 
I like making people happy 
with music and it’s always a 
fun time to hang out with the 
handbell people, and I love 
Chad Winterfeldt,” White ex-
plained.

more. 
Handbells are for every-

one. As someone who had 
never picked up a bell before 
last semester, I have learned 
so much but also had so much 
fun doing it that I can truly 

Bell Choir is Legitimately Cool
A tired, burnt out lil kitty. Submitted

say everyone should consider 
joining a handbell group here 
on campus. If you want to get 
a taste of the joy of Handbell 
music, consider coming to our 
concert on April 19th at 3:30 
p.m in Christ consider coming 

to our concert on April 19th 
at 3:30 p.m in Christ Chapel. 
It features all three handbell 
ensembles and the Gustavus 
Philharmonic Orchestra. 
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As someone who grew up watch-
ing Disney Channel shows like 
Girl Meets World and Bizaard-

vark, it has been fascinating to turn on the 
radio and hear girls who starred in those 
shows dominate the pop charts. This, of 
course, is not a new thing, as singers such 
as Selena Gomez, Demi Lovato, and Miley 
Cyrus all got their start on Disney Channel. 
But it is interesting that as time moves on, 
the trend continues. Even as someone who 
actively watched all of the Disney Channel 
shows, I sometimes forget just how many of 
the current pop girls dominating the charts 
were once actresses on my favorite shows. 
One of the biggest pop stars right now, Sa-
brina Carpenter got her start to fame all the 
way back on Disney Channel. She has now 
become the epitome of a pop star and head-
lined Coachella this past weekend. So, just 
what is the pipeline from Disney Channel 
actress to pop sensation?

Disney Channel has a reputation for be-
ing sweet, PG, and something catered to-
wards children. Therefore, there is a certain 
aesthetic that comes with being on Disney 
Channel. In the early 2000s, stars like Miley 
Cyrus and Selena Gomez seemed to both 
find musical success utilizing their Disney 
Channel fame and staying true to who Dis-
ney wanted them to be. They both main-
tained a very sweet “girl next door” aesthet-
ic that appealed to their fans from Disney 
Channel. And this found them success for 
a while, but it does not stick forever. The 
sweet innocent girl aesthetic became un-
realistic and simply not true anymore. Not 

Katelyn Benschoter 
Professional Fangirl

The Disney to Pop Icon Pipeline

that these women were necessarily the po-
lar opposite of that, but they were becoming 
adults. It was strange for them to be acting 
like the high schoolers they were playing 
on television. It was simply inauthentic. 
But at the same time, that is what people 
seemed to expect from them. The actresses 
who got their start on Disney Channel find 
themselves stuck between a rock and a hard 
place. If they stick to their girl-next-door 
roots, it gets boring, but if they break out of 
that at all, it is received poorly. 

I think for many people, the first thing 
they hear when they think of a Disney star 
transitioning to a pop star, is Miley Cyrus. 
She was the epitome of the all-American 
good girl, playing a country girl with big 
dreams, and she maintained this aesthetic for 
a while. But in 2013, when Cyrus released 
“Wrecking Ball,” everything changed. She 
was suddenly deemed out of control and 
wild. And people were especially appalled 
that none other than the beloved Hannah 
Montana was doing this. Disney Channel 
stars have a very unique experience because 
they are given this incredible opportunity to 
be on a show that almost serves as a gate-
way into the music industry. Yet, the music 
industry is not always very accepting of 
these people, as previously stated. I think 
one of the most interesting trajectories to 
follow is Sabrina Carpenter’s. She may be 
one of the biggest stars now, but it took a 
long time to get here.

In 2014, a spinoff of the show Boy Meets 
World aired, called Girl Meets World, star-

ring Rowan Blanchard and Sabrina Carpen-
ter. This was a beloved show with a focus 
on the importance of friendship. It was then, 
in April of 2014, that Carpenter released her 
debut album Eyes Wide Open. This album 
is home to songs such as “Can’t Blame a 
Girl for Trying” and “The Middle of Start-
ing Over.” Between this album and the 
present day, Carpenter has released seven 
studio albums, yet most listeners of Sa-
brina only know her for her recent albums, 
such as the 2024 album Short N’ Sweet and 
2025’s Man’s Best Friend. But Carpenter 
has been trying to break out into the music 
scene for years. My hypothesis on why it 
has taken her as long as it has to become a 
full-fledged pop star is because of her Dis-
ney Channel roots. A lot of her earlier music 
very much aligns with the Disney Channel 
sound: sweet, soft, and very girl-next-door 
coded. Pop listeners are not looking for that 
anymore. It was when Carpenter began to 
break out to her own sound, and found a 
sound that was not as aligned with Disney 
Channel, is when her career started to prog-
ress again. It really is interesting that the 
very thing that made these women famous 
is what seems to be holding them back later 
in their careers. It seems that Disney gives 
these women the boost to become famous, 
but then, in order to truly become famous, 
the world needs to no longer associate them 
with being a Disney actress. That seems to 
be the Disney to pop icon pipeline.

Carpenter may be the best representation 
of this pipeline, but there is one star who 
broke away from this model and jumped 

right into the music field much quicker. 
That would be none other than Olivia Ro-
drigo. Rodrigo was known for her work 
on the show Bizaardvark and High School 
Musical, The Musical, The Series. She was 
able to display her singing talents in both of 
those roles. When Rodrigo entered the mu-
sic scene, she decided to not take any time 
to make Disney Channel music; she came 
onto the music scene unapologetically her-
self. She came out with a very angsty, Avril 
Lavigne sound that was very different from 
her characters on Disney Channel. And even 
after her debut single, people knew she was 
a star. In music, now more than ever, audi-
ences are craving authenticity. Music just is 
better when it feels authentic to the person 
singing it. Especially in the world of AI and 
automation on the rise. Therefore, I think 
this was the key to Rodrigo’s instant suc-
cess: her authenticity. 

The pipeline from Disney Channel ac-
tress to pop star is strong, which does make 
a lot of sense. The people who watch these 
actresses on TV grow up a few years later 
and are listening to pop music. It makes 
sense that the audiences would correlate. 
But it seems that the very thing that gave 
these actresses their star is the thing slow-
ing down their music careers. Time and 
time again has shown there is no right way 
to break away from the Disney Channel 
persona, as people will always be there to 
judge. But Olivia Rodrigo has shown that 
the best way to break into the music indus-
try is through authenticity, and I think that 
is something that can help us all. 

Photo of Sabrina Carpenter and Olivia Rodrigo Submitted Gus Loves John Volin
Mary Athorp



sweep Vitou took a 6-0, 6-2 vic-sweep Vitou took a 6-0, 6-2 vic-
tory at #4 singles. tory at #4 singles. 

The Gusties excelled despite The Gusties excelled despite 
unpredictable conditions. “The unpredictable conditions. “The 
weather got unpredictable and weather got unpredictable and 
rainy, which led us to play in-rainy, which led us to play in-
door matches on multi-surface door matches on multi-surface 
tennis courts on Saturday. This tennis courts on Saturday. This 
was definitely interesting to was definitely interesting to 
play on, but I felt I adapted play on, but I felt I adapted 
really well to get the multiple really well to get the multiple 
wins on court. I was proud wins on court. I was proud 
of how I stayed content and of how I stayed content and 
worked hard for each point on worked hard for each point on 
the court. I am also so proud of the court. I am also so proud of 
my teammates and how well my teammates and how well 
they all competed! Everyone they all competed! Everyone 
put 100% into their matches, put 100% into their matches, 
which is so inspiring to see,” which is so inspiring to see,” 
said Stroebel.  said Stroebel.  

“I am also so proud “I am also so proud 
of my teammates of my teammates 

and how well they all and how well they all 
competed! Everyone competed! Everyone 
put 100% into their put 100% into their 

matches, which is so matches, which is so 
inspiring to see.”inspiring to see.”

In their next match, the In their next match, the 
Gusties faced off against UW-Gusties faced off against UW-
Stout. The Blue Devils took #1 Stout. The Blue Devils took #1 
doubles, but Cross and Packer doubles, but Cross and Packer 
evened the doubles score with evened the doubles score with 
a 6-0 sweep in #2. Stroebel and a 6-0 sweep in #2. Stroebel and 
Klemmensen got the doubles Klemmensen got the doubles 
team point winning 6-2 at #3 team point winning 6-2 at #3 
doubles. doubles. 

Moving to the singles, Moving to the singles, 

Packer swept #2 6-0, 6-0. Vitou Packer swept #2 6-0, 6-0. Vitou 
won #3 singles 6-2, 6-0. Cross won #3 singles 6-2, 6-0. Cross 
clinched the team win at #1 clinched the team win at #1 
singles, scoring 6-1, 6-3. Stroe-singles, scoring 6-1, 6-3. Stroe-
bel won #4 singles 6-1, 6-0. The bel won #4 singles 6-1, 6-0. The 
competition was closed out competition was closed out 
with Klemmensen and Thomp-with Klemmensen and Thomp-
son sweeping their #5 and #6 son sweeping their #5 and #6 
singles matches 6-0, 6-0. singles matches 6-0, 6-0. 

Stroebel said, “Teamwork Stroebel said, “Teamwork 
is such a crucial part of the is such a crucial part of the 
tennis game. Tennis is a huge tennis game. Tennis is a huge 
mental battle as much as it is mental battle as much as it is 
a physical battle, especially a physical battle, especially 
in singles. Having your team-in singles. Having your team-
mates on the sidelines or on mates on the sidelines or on 
the court next to you, cheering the court next to you, cheering 
you on, helps you get through you on, helps you get through 
those tough moments during a those tough moments during a 
match. There is a lot of peace match. There is a lot of peace 
knowing that your teammates knowing that your teammates 
are watching every point and are watching every point and 
helping you compete in the helping you compete in the 
match.”match.”

“Having your team-“Having your team-
mates on the side-mates on the side-

lines or on the court lines or on the court 
next to you, cheering next to you, cheering 
you on, helps you get you on, helps you get 
through those tough through those tough 
moments during a moments during a 

match.”match.”
The next day, April 12th, the The next day, April 12th, the 

Gusties competed in North-Gusties competed in North-
field against St. Olaf and St. field against St. Olaf and St. 
Kate’s. To open the first match Kate’s. To open the first match 
of the day against the Oles, of the day against the Oles, 

TThe Women’s Ten-he Women’s Ten-
nis team played four nis team played four 
matches this past matches this past 

weekend with a contingent weekend with a contingent 
traveling to Wisconsin to face traveling to Wisconsin to face 
UW-River Falls and UW-Stout UW-River Falls and UW-Stout 
and a group in Northfield fac-and a group in Northfield fac-
ing MIAC opponents St. Olaf ing MIAC opponents St. Olaf 
and St. Kate’s. and St. Kate’s. 

On Saturday April 11th, On Saturday April 11th, 
Gusties competed in River Gusties competed in River 
Falls, Wisconsin. The Gusties Falls, Wisconsin. The Gusties 
first match was played against first match was played against 
UW-River Falls. Sophomore UW-River Falls. Sophomore 
Rika Cross and Senior Madison Rika Cross and Senior Madison 
Packer got the first win of the Packer got the first win of the 
day in a 6-1 victory in #2 dou-day in a 6-1 victory in #2 dou-
bles. Sophomore Katie Thomp-bles. Sophomore Katie Thomp-
son and First-Year Melat Tabra son and First-Year Melat Tabra 
secured the first team point for secured the first team point for 
Gustavus winning #3 doubles Gustavus winning #3 doubles 
6-2. Senior Pavla Yakimova 6-2. Senior Pavla Yakimova 
and First-Year Jemima Vitou and First-Year Jemima Vitou 
finished the doubles sweep at finished the doubles sweep at 
the #1 match with a score of the #1 match with a score of 
7-5. 7-5. 

Yakimova secured the next Yakimova secured the next 
team point for the Gusties win-team point for the Gusties win-
ning #1 singles 6-3, 6-1. Cross ning #1 singles 6-3, 6-1. Cross 
followed with a 6-1,6-0 victory followed with a 6-1,6-0 victory 
in #2 singles. Packer clinched in #2 singles. Packer clinched 
the win in #3 singles scoring the win in #3 singles scoring 
6-0, 6-1. The Gusties continued 6-0, 6-1. The Gusties continued 
to win their singles matches. to win their singles matches. 
Junior Annie Klemmensen Junior Annie Klemmensen 
took #6 singles 6-1, 6-0. Senior took #6 singles 6-1, 6-0. Senior 
Ashley Stroebel took #5 singles Ashley Stroebel took #5 singles 
6-1, 6-2. And to round out the 6-1, 6-2. And to round out the 

No. 18 Women’s Tennis Sweeps Weekend

Liv White
Sports Editor
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Gusties sweep St. Olaf, St. Kate’s, UW-River Falls, and UW-Stout

Sophomore Karina Elvestrom Sophomore Karina Elvestrom 
and Senior Kaya De Bruijn and Senior Kaya De Bruijn 
swept #1 doubles. Junior Ella swept #1 doubles. Junior Ella 
De Young and Senior Allison De Young and Senior Allison 
Szalay followed with a 6-1 Szalay followed with a 6-1 
victory at #3 doubles. Senior victory at #3 doubles. Senior 
Molly Austin and Sophomore Molly Austin and Sophomore 
Lanie Davis closed out doubles Lanie Davis closed out doubles 
with a 6-2 win at #2. with a 6-2 win at #2. 

Davis and De Young both Davis and De Young both 
swept their #6 and #5 singles swept their #6 and #5 singles 
matches, respectively. Sopho-matches, respectively. Sopho-
more Noor Omar clinched the more Noor Omar clinched the 
team win with her 6-0, 6-2 win team win with her 6-0, 6-2 win 
in #4 singles. Elvestrom took #1 in #4 singles. Elvestrom took #1 
singles 6-2, 6-2. Next De Bruijn singles 6-2, 6-2. Next De Bruijn 
won 6-0, 6-1 in #2 singles and won 6-0, 6-1 in #2 singles and 
lastly, Austin completed the lastly, Austin completed the 
sweep for the Gusties with a sweep for the Gusties with a 
6-2, 6-0 win in #3 singles.6-2, 6-0 win in #3 singles.

The Gusties went on to The Gusties went on to 
face St. Kate’s later in the day. face St. Kate’s later in the day. 
Elvestrom and De Bruijn swept Elvestrom and De Bruijn swept 
their #1 doubles match again to their #1 doubles match again to 
begin the competition. Austin begin the competition. Austin 
and Davis followed with a 6-3 and Davis followed with a 6-3 
win at #2 doubles. De Young win at #2 doubles. De Young 
and Szalay finished closed out and Szalay finished closed out 
the doubles competition win-the doubles competition win-
ning 6-1 at #3 doubles. ning 6-1 at #3 doubles. 

Davis extended the Gusties’ Davis extended the Gusties’ 
lead with a 6-1, 6-0 win at #6 lead with a 6-1, 6-0 win at #6 
singles. Omar followed scoring singles. Omar followed scoring 
6-1, 6-1 in #4 singles. Austin 6-1, 6-1 in #4 singles. Austin 
took the fourth point for the took the fourth point for the 
team with a 6-2, 6-1 win in #3 team with a 6-2, 6-1 win in #3 
singles. Elvestrom continued singles. Elvestrom continued 
her day with another win in her day with another win in 
#1 singles 6-0, 6-2. De Young #1 singles 6-0, 6-2. De Young 
won #5 singles scoring 6-2, 6-0. won #5 singles scoring 6-2, 6-0. 
Lastly, De Bruijn finished the Lastly, De Bruijn finished the 

sweep with a 6-1, 6-1 win at #2 sweep with a 6-1, 6-1 win at #2 
singles. singles. 

“I feel super confident and “I feel super confident and 
excited about the rest of the excited about the rest of the 
season. The team has some season. The team has some 
really exciting matches com-really exciting matches com-
ing up that are always fun to ing up that are always fun to 
play and cheer each other on. play and cheer each other on. 
The team has worked so hard The team has worked so hard 
for these matches, so I am ex-for these matches, so I am ex-
cited to see our hard work pay cited to see our hard work pay 
off,” Stroebel said. Coming up off,” Stroebel said. Coming up 
for the Gusties, the women’s for the Gusties, the women’s 
tennis team competes this tennis team competes this 
weekend on the 18th and 19th weekend on the 18th and 19th 
against MIAC opponents Car-against MIAC opponents Car-
leton and Macalester.leton and Macalester.

“I feel super con-“I feel super con-
fident and excited fident and excited 

about the rest of the about the rest of the 
season. The team has season. The team has 
some really exciting some really exciting 
matches coming up matches coming up 

that are always fun to that are always fun to 
play and cheer each play and cheer each 

other on.”other on.”

Lauren Vedeen - Gustavus Sports Information     Sophomore Rika Cross moves to hit the ball 



Gustavus Baseball Battles Bethel

At their home turf, 
the Gustavus Adol-
phus Men’s Base-

ball team hosted Bethel Uni-
versity in a doubleheader. 
Both of these games tested 
the Gusties and their grit. 

In the first game, Beth-
el came out swinging and 
marked six hits and six runs 
on the board. This initial scor-
ing did not put the Gusties 
down, but forced them to 
overcome the adversity and 
hit back. While they tried, 
a scoring comeback did not 
come about, and they went 
0-3 in the first inning with 
two strikeouts.

The second inning saw 
less scoring, but Bethel still 
managed to sneak one run 
in. Their runner advanced 
from first to home on a dou-
ble hit out to left-center field. 
The bottom of this short in-
ning only saw three Gustie 
batters, with each of them 
striking out against the Roy-
als’ pitcher.

There was no more scor-
ing on the Bethel side for this 
game, but they were still hit-
ting the ball well. In the third, 
the Gusties saw two pitching 
changes with Junior Benny 
McDonald being subbed out 

for Junior Owen Robinson 
and then Robinson being 
subbed for First-year Jack 
Ortale. All of these pitching 
changes led to Bethel not be-
ing able to get into a groove, 
and their scoring had come 
to a close.

Gustvaus finally put 
some up on the board in the 
fourth inning, scoring three. 
They also scored one run 
in both the fifth and sixth 
innings of this first game. 
Coming back for a final 
score of 5-7 after allowing 
six runs in the first inning 
shows the determination of 
the Golden Gusties. So, the 
first game ended as a win 
for Bethel, but there was still 
another game to be played 
at the Gusties’ home field.

Starting at 3:30 p.m., the 
second game of this double-
header was underway. The 
Gusties were shut out in the 
first two innings and fell to 
a 1-0 score right away. Beth-
el scored in the first inning 
from their first batter. For 
the Gusties, Junior Simon 
James got on base from a 
single hit out to center field, 
but he got caught stealing 
second for the third out in 
the first. 

Scoring finally came for 
the Gusties in the third in-

ning, where Junior Daniel 
Dahl crossed home after a 
hit single from Senior Ross 
Hebel. The scoring for the 
Gusties stayed sporadic 
throughout the game. In 
the fifth, seventh, and ninth 
innings, they scored three 
runs each. These runs had 
the Gusties feeling good 
about their hitting ability, 
and it was shown during 
the duration of the game.

Pitching in the top of 
the fourth proved difficult 
for the Gusties. The inning 
started off strong with a 
Bethel strikeout, but it was 
then followed by two walks, 
giving the Royals men on 
base and in scoring posi-
tion. Scoring is what the 
Royals did in this inning, 
marking five runs with only 
three hits. They did end the 
inning with two men still on 
base, so the Gusties did stop 
them.

After the fourth inning, 
the Gusties were trailing 1-7 
and were looking for hits 
and runs. Runs did come in 
the fifth, and Gustavus got 
three off of four hits. James 
hit a home run in this in-
ning, scoring not only him-
self, but also Junior Brayden 
Kohls. The fifth proved that 
the Gusties were still in this 

Alayna Boe
Sports Writer
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Gusties fall to the Royals twice in doubleheader
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game, and there was still a 
long game left ahead. 

Totaling to almost 3.5 
hours, this baseball game 
saw a lot of action with a 
final score of 18-11 in favor 
of the Royals. Up until the 
ninth inning, the Gusties 
were in the game, but then 
they gave up six innings to 
Bethel and only came back 
in the bottom to score three. 

With a mix of walks, 
homeruns, and errors, the 
top of the ninth was not in 
favor of the Gusties and 
Bethel took advantage of 
that fact. Getting through 
their batting order fully, and 
then some, the Royals were 
advancing and widening 
their lead to secure an on-
the-road sweep. This inning 
was the final turning point 
of the game and the Gusties 
knew they had to come out 
swinging in the bottom half 
to either win, or just get to 
extra innings.

Extra innings were not 
seen, since Gustavus only 
got three runs in the bottom 
of the ninth and had one hit. 
Three Gusties were left on 
base, so if a two-out rally 
had happened, the final of 
this game could have been 
different. Alas, the Gusties 
did lose this home series, 

but there is still a long way 
to go until MIACs, and they 
look to improve their re-
cord and flip it into a win-
ning one. Conference play is 
strong until the beginning of 
May, so the Gusties will face 
road and home competition 
in order to flip their record.

Senior Ross Hebel at bat for the Gusties Lauren Vedeen - Gustavus Sports Information



The Gustavus Women’s 
Golf team went to 
Hastings, Minnesota, 

this last weekend to host the 
two-day Gustie Spring Classic. 
There were a total of 11 com-
peting teams out in Hastings 
playing at the Emerald Greens 
Golf Course. With this being 
the first spring tournament for 
the team since the conclusion 
of the fall season, they were 
excited and looking forward 
to getting out and playing 
again. The weather conditions, 
however, especially for Satur-
day, proved to be a challenge. 
Especially this time of year in 
April, the weather can change 
daily, going from optimal to 
suboptimal golfing weather. 
The winds were tough and bit-
ter, along with the rain, which 
made it difficult to adjust to the 
speed of the greens. 

“It felt great to get back out 
on the course as a team and see 
all of our hard work from the 
offseason start to pay off, espe-
cially in tough weather condi-
tions,” First-year Addison Lon-
gie said. 

Longie ended up winning 
her first collegiate tournament, 
finishing first out of 75 total 

golfers. She earned individual 
medalist honors for the week-
end, and on Tuesday this week 
she was named the MIAC 
Women’s Golf Athlete of the 
Week. 

“I’m most proud of how our 
team battled through the rain 
and cold on the first day and 
then handled the wind on the 
second day. Personally, I was 
proud of my iron play and was 
able to hit greens in regulation 
and give myself good oppor-
tunities to get up and down 
around the greens,” Longie 
said. 

“I’m most proud of 
how our team battled 
through the rain and 
cold on the first day 

and then handled the 
wind on the second 

day. “
Within the opening round 

on the first day, Longie led the 
team after shooting +4 through 
18 holes. She finished the day 
in 2nd place, just one stroke 
back of Lilly Kaminski from 
UW-Eau Claire. 

“Our message this week 
was to play competitively. We 
knew that our short game was 
going to be rusty since we had 

Longie Wins Gustie Spring Classic Tournament
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Named MIAC Women’s Golf Athlete of the Week

been practicing indoors, but it 
was important to commit to 
every shot. Heading into Satur-
day, I focused on executing and 
committing to all of my shots 
and taking my time around the 
greens,” Longie said. 

“Our message this 
week was to play 
competitively. We 

knew that our short 
game was going to 
be rusty since we 

had been practicing 
indoors, but it was 

important to commit 
to every shot.”

In ninth place, and with 
the second-best score, Senior 
Lauren Hubbard shot +9 for 
the Gustavus A group. Junior 
Mary Kate Hewitt also shot +9 
within the opening round for 
the B group, and was in a tie 
with Hubbard. Closing the top 
four among the A group, both 
Senior Emily Kolb and Junior 
Riley Zebroski shot +12 and 
were in a tie for 21st place. 

For the second day, Sunday, 
Gustavus finished the tourna-
ment in second place, shoot-
ing +64. UW-La Crosse won 
the tournament, shooting +60 

and ended up just 4 strokes 
ahead of the Gusties. In third 
place, UW-Eau Claire finished 
the tournament shooting +65. 
The weather on Sunday was 
better than the day prior, but 
the wind was still a factor. Re-
gardless, the better conditions 
helped the team finish strong 
and put themselves in good 
positions. 

Longie had an excellent 
Sunday as she shot +3, winning 
the tournament +7 overall. On 
her last hole, she made a clutch 
putt from six feet out which 
put her over the top. 

“It was really exciting. I 
didn’t look at the leaderboard 
all round, but I knew the putt 
was important. It meant a lot 
to have Coach Moe with me on 
the green and to celebrate my 
first collegiate win as a fresh-
man,” Longie said. 

“It was really excit-
ing. I didn’t look at 
the leaderboard all 

round, but I knew the 
putt was important.”

Kaminski from Eau-Claire 
finished in second place, shoot-
ing +8. Zebroski for the Gusties 
shot +6 for the second day. This 
put her in 12th place overall 

with the second-best score for 
the team. Hewitt had the third-
best score as she shot +20 and 
tied for 15th place overall. Kolb 
tied for 17th place overall on 
Sunday, shooting +9 and fin-
ishing +21 for the tournament. 
First-year Teckla Wahlstrand 
had the fourth-best score for 
Gustavus shooting +9 for the 
second day. She tied for 21st 
place overall at +24 for the 
weekend. 

This next weekend, on Sat-
urday, April 18th, the Wom-
en’s Golf team will play in the 
Bethel Spring Invite hosted by 
Bethel University. This two-
day tournament will be played 
in White Bear Lake, Minne-
sota, at the Oneka Ridge Golf 
Course. Following the Bethel 
Spring Invite, the team will 
head to Northfield, Minnesota, 
and play in the St. Olaf/Car-
leton Invite. This tournament, 
which will be held April 25th-
26th, will be played at the Will-
inger’s Golf Club.  

Nathan Swanson
	 Sports Writer

MIAC Women’s Golfer of the Week Addison Longie on the green                                                                                                                                                                                     Gustavus Sports Information


