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Gustavus Health and 
Exercise Science 
Professor Aaron 

Banks is facing charges of 
Felony Theft and Felony Pos-
session of Burglary or Theft 
Tools, according to the Hen-
nepin County District Court. 
Banks allegedly stole a total of 
$1299.84 of merchandise from 
the Scheels sporting goods 
store in Eden Prairie. Inclu-
ding boxes of ammunition, 
AR-15 triggers, and an AR-15 
Charging Handle. 

As of March 17, 2026, Banks 
has been released without 
bail under the conditions of 
obeying all laws, keeping off 
the premises of Scheels stores 
in Hennepin County, no pos-

session of any weapons, and 
not leaving the state without 
court permission, according 
to the Court Order for Con-
ditional Release.

The arrest happened on 
March 14, 2026, around 5:08 
p.m., when “Eden Prairie Po-
lice responded to a report of a 
male concealing merchandise 
on his person in Scheels,” 
according to the Hennepin 
County District Court Order 
For Detention.

 The suspect was later 
confirmed to be Aaron Banks, 
who allegedly “held the box 
in his left hand and used his 
right hand to get a pocket-
knife from his right pocket, 
which he then used to cut the 
plastic casing on the AR trig-
ger to get it off of the display 
peg without unlocking the 
security lock.” 

According to the Court 
Order For Detention, Banks 
then allegedly placed the AR 
trigger in his right pocket and 
attempted to exit the building 
with the concealed items.

The College Provided this 
official statement, “The Col-
lege is aware of the charges 
and can confirm that Profes-
sor Banks is on leave as of 
March 15, 2026. At this time, 
we have no indication that 
these charges are connected 
with the College in any way. 
The College is working with 
instructional faculty to cover 
his teaching and advising 
responsibilities in light of his 
not being on campus. Since 
this is an active legal case and 
personnel matter, the College 
has no further comment at 
this time.”

It’s clear that this news has 

shocked students who have 
worked with Professor Banks. 
His advisee, Junior Kennedy 
Johnson, said, “he was a huge 
mentor to me, and was super 
foundational in me becoming 
an HPET [Health and Phy-
sical Education Teaching]
major.”

Johnson also took the 2025 
Olympic Quest May Away 
Course, for which Banks was 
a professor. When she found 
out the news, she “was in a 
state of disbelief to say the 
least,” stating that this was 
“definitely the most unexpec-
ted thing to ever happen to 
me here.”

 Junior Marcus DeWitte 
had Professor Banks for seve-
ral classes and is participating 
in the 2026 Olympic Quest 
May Away. 

“I was initially shocked, 

I don’t know who wouldn’t 
be,” DeWitte said. He encou-
raged students to, despite 
the shocking situation, “be 
respectful to Banks and his 
family.” 

This is an ongoing legal 
case that the College has 
stressed is not affiliated with 
Gustavus in any way. 

“As this is a pending case, 
we are not in a position to 
comment on the specific al-
legations. We would simply 
note that all individuals are 
presumed innocent, and we 
look forward to addressing 
the matter through the appro-
priate legal process,” Banks’ 
attorney Brian VanMeveren 
stated.  

Banks’ next hearing is 
scheduled for May 6, 2026. 

Jenna Anderson 
News Editor
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Chapel Break:   

Tuesdays - Morning Praise, and Thursdays (Christ Chapel)

11:30 - 11:50 a.m.

Chapel and Chill on the go:

Mondays (check @gac_chaplains)

10 - 10:35 a.m.

Rosary Prayer

MWF / Tue, Thurs (Multifaith Center / Chapel basement)

Mindfulness Meditation 

Thursdays (Multifaith Center)

	 Daily Sabbath Calendar

CAB Spotlight
“This week for our CAB Spotlight, we’d like to showcase our two Marketing

 Co-Executives, Katelyn Benschoter and Addison Enfield! This is due to their diligence in 
creating promotional materials as well as their work on the “CAB Attendance Competition” 

where the top three individuals that attend the most CAB events this semester will 
win prizes, so be sure to pop out at our events!”

CAB Spotlights are written by 2026 Co-Presidents Rae Howlerda and 
Mary Steffen  to recognize CABbies or events! 

Happy Earth Month Gusties!! If you see people starting fires on 
campus, have no fear, the campus is having controlled burns. This helps 

to take care of our gardens and prairie during the changing seasons!!
Enjoy the fabulous weather!

Sustainability Spotlights are written by Sustainability Interns and the 
Environmental Action Coalition to recognize sustainability initiatives on campus.

Sustainability Spotlight

Lucia Singers & Choir of Christ Chapel: Spring Concert
March 28th- 4:00-5:30 p.m.

Christ Chapel

Gustavus Dance Conpany in Concert
March 28th & 29th- 2:00 p.m.

Rob & Judy Gardner Laboratory Theatre

Bards in the Arb: Sun Yung Shin Reading
April 9th- 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

Melva Lind Interpretive Center

Events Calendar

 
Aries: You will get off the waitlist for that class you wanted.
Taurus: Consider meditiation.
Gemini: You should try the special at the Courtyard this week.
Cancer: Pasta bar is calling you...
Leo: It’s almost summer... you will be in full power soon!
Virgo: You should tell your least funny friend a joke.
Libra: Hang in there man.
Scorpio: I got nothing for you... good luck...
Sagittarius: Someone might be making a cardboard cutout of you soon...
Capricorn: You should go to a CAB event this week!
Aquarius: Rethink that angry email you want to send so bad. Maybe sleep on it?
Pisces: You should kick a rock until it becomes circular.                                   

Horoscopes on the Hill Student Senate Updates

Contact Student Senate Speaker Sam Paulsen with any 
questions at spaulsen@gustavus.edu

Follow the Student Senate Instagram: @gac.studentsenate

The Student Senate charged the Technology 
committee into looking into portable wifi devices for 

students to loan out from GTS when traveling 
off campus in locations where wifi may 

not be accessible. 

We charged the Health and Housing committee into 
working with campus safety on ways to increase 

safety during cold weather, specifically the 
possibility of providing jumper cables 

or shovels to students. 

An election will be held Friday, March 27th to fill the 
vacant Complex seat all Complex residents are 

encouraged to vote. We are also looking for 
an arts delegate. If interested please reach out!

Email Newsletter
Scan to join The Gustavian Weekly email 

newsletter for a quick snapshot of the weekly paper 
right in your inbox! 

Contact Editor-in-Chief Grace LaTourelle with any 
questions regarding the email newsletter

gracelatourelle@gustavus.edu
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At  11 : 0 0  a . m .  o n 
March 28th, 2026, 
in Minnesota Square 

Park, St. Peter will experience 
its third No Kings Protest. The 
No Kings Protests are nationwi-
de nonviolent demonstrations 
opposing the current presi-
dential administration. These 
protests are led and organized 
by a group called Indivisible, a 
national organization formed 
after the 2016 presidential 
election, focused on resistance 
to authoritarianism. Indivisible 
contains many local grassroots 
groups, including Indivisible 
St. Peter and Greater Mankato, 
the organizing group for this 
specific protest. 

This event is also co-spon-
sored by the Gustavus Cam-
pus Democrats as well as the 
Minnesota State University 
Mankato College Democrats, 
with members of each group 
playing a role in helping orga-
nize the event. 

“I think it’s a good way 
for students to get involved 
without a big time or money 
commitment, and as the youn-
ger generation, it is important 
to show where we want our 
country to be and where we 
want it to go,” Gustavus Cam-

pus Democrats President and 
Senior Samantha Szymanowski 
said. 

“As the younger 
generation, it is 

important to show 
where we want our 

country to be...”

The younger generation is 
something that Indivisible and 
both Campus Democrats orga-
nizations hope will show up to 
protest in strong numbers.

 “You are the next genera-
tion of politicians and decision 
makers. You will have to live 
with the world the longest. 
Entering into a political world, 
you are next impacted by the 
decision being right now,” Gus-
tavus Campus Democrats Tre-
asurer and Sophomore Emily 
Haefner said. 

According to the Gustavus 
Campus Democrats, they are 
hoping for a few hundred 
students to join in the protest 
in whatever way they can. 
There are over 3,000 No Kings 
protests planned nationwide 
for March 28th, 2026, over 300 
more than the previous No 
Kings protest in October. 

“You are learning about 
the world that you are living 
in, and you are learning about 

your civic place in it. As a voter 
and citizen, whether you like 
it or not, everything you do is 
political,” Haefner said. 

As an organization, Indi-
visible is focused on creating 
change through local com-
munities rather than political 
offices. One of the focuses of the 
group is that of community and 
standing up for your neighbors 
in times of need. Organizers 
of this protest hope they can 
show that community is what 
is important in perceived times 
of turmoil. 

“Political action is one of 
many ways we can build com-
munity with one another. We 
help each other and engage 
with one another in so many 
ways every single day, whether 
we are face-to-face or not. 
Community is something that 
I’ve seen really come to life this 
year in Minnesota—despite the 
tragedy that came with the ICE 
occupation, we found that our 
strength is in our communi-
ties and our connections with 
our neighbors. Community is 
the best way to resist. No one 
stands alone,” Haefner said.

“Our strength is in 
our communities and 
our connections with 

our neighbors.”
 

The local chapter of Indivi-
sible in St. Peter and Mankato 
is run by a small group of peop-
le in the community who work 
to organize protests such as No 
Kings, as well as holding com-
munity-wide solidarity events. 
This group of leaders is made 
up for a diverse background of 
individuals who each aim to 
bring unique perspectives to 
the mission of the organization. 

“Gustavus students should 
care because metaphorically 
speaking we’re up next to bat. 
We’re now responsible for the 
functioning of our society in a 
way that we weren’t when we 
were kids” Gustavus Campus 
Democrats Events Coordinator 
and Indivisible Leadership 
Team Member and Second-Ye-
ar Alex Bur said. 

The flagship event for these 
nationwide protests will be 
occurring in the Twin Cities 
with a variety of guest speakers 
such as U.S. Senator Bernie 
Sanders, Lt. Governor Peggy 
Flanagan, Actress Jane Fonda, 
and more. 

“It is our turn to loudly 
proclaim, like every generation 
of Americans who came before 
us, that there will be no kings 
in America,” Bur said. 

The main purpose of these 
protests from Indivisible is to 
express concern that the cur-
rent President Donald Trump 

has expanded the scope of 
presidential authority. What 
Indivisible aims to do is to unite 
the American people under the 
common idea that America is 
a democracy and not a dicta-
torship. 

“Donald Trump’s uncons-
titutional actions are hurting 
our friends and neighbors in 
Southern Minnesota,” Indivi-
sible Leadership Team Member 
Barb Larson Taylor Said. 

“Masked ICE agents at 
school bus stops. Slashing 
support that feeds the hungry. 
Starting a war without Cong-
ressional approval that’s dri-
ving up prices at the pump and 
costing U.S. taxpayers over a 
billion dollars a day. These are 
the actions of a man who is 
hungry for power, no matter 
what it means for the rest of 
us.” Larson added. 

Individuals attending the 
protest will also have the 
opportunity to show up early 
at 10:00 a.m. on the day of the 
protest to rehearse resistance 
singing (a way of using song 
to protest and combat ICE) 
and sign-making before the 
demonstration begins. 

Sam Paulson
Staff Writer

Soren Sackreiter

Third “No Kings Day” Protest Comes to St. Peter

January St. Peter Protest
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On April 7th, the bian-
nual Ronald S. and 
Kathryn K. Chris-

tenson Lectureship in Politics 
and Law is being held in the 
Wallenberg Auditorium. Ta-
king place from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
this year’s guest speaker is Jay 
Willis, a journalist who covers 
the United States Supreme 
Court and the legal system. He 
is the editor‑in‑chief of Balls & 
Strikes, a platform reporting on 
developments in the judicial 
branch of government.

The event, which honors the 
late Gustavus political science 
professor Dr. Ron Christenson, 
was originally established in 
2015 by his wife, Kathryn, to 
spread interest in topics related 
to his field of research.

“Ron’s professional passion 
was political trials, which exist 
at the intersection of politics 
and law. So the lecture series 
honors Ron’s central teaching 
and scholarly interests,” Po-
litical Science Professor Ch-
ristopher Gilbert wrote in a 
statement.

This year’s speaker dispels 
the notion that S.C.O.T.U.S. 
“does law, not politics” —the 
focal point of Willis’ upcoming 
talk, ‘Politicians in Black Paja-
mas: Understanding the U.S. 
Supreme Court, Today and 
Tomorrow.’

“The crux of what I want to 
talk about, and what I discuss 
a lot in my professional life, 
is the contrast between the 
way lawyers, judges, law pro-
fessors, and even the justices 
themselves talk about the Su-
preme Court, and the way the 
Supreme Court actually works 
in the real world,” Willis said.

According to Willis, the 
work that happens at the hig-
hest court in the federal ju-
diciary is fundamentally the 
same as the political work 
taking place in Congress. He 
noted that this view is conside-
red “heretical” within the legal 
profession.

“My work centers on the 
idea that there is no daylight 
between the two—that Supre-
me Court decisions are func-
tionally policy decisions, even 
though they take place through 
the framework and language of 
the law,” Willis said.

As of  September 2025, 
the Supreme Court had a net 

approval rating of negative 
10%, per data compiled by 
Gallup, an analytics and ad-
visory company specializing 
in public opinion polling. In a 
guest essay for the New York 
Times, Willis reported on a 
crisis of legitimacy for the ins-
titution already in effect when 
Donald Trump won the 2016 
presidential election. In his 
view, rehabilitating its image 
is a challenge.

“There is no single fix. 
Term limits? Yes. Adding jus-
tices? Yes. Acknowledging the 
Court’s partisan nature does 
not undermine its legitimacy. 
To the extent its legitimacy is 
damaged, that is the result of 
the Court’s own decisions. It 
is not the job of politicians to 
uphold the legitimacy of an 
institution that has forfeited it,” 
Willis said.

During the 2016 election, 
56% of voters who prioritized 
S.C.O.T.U.S. nominations cast 
their ballots for Trump. To 
Willis, the concurrent death of 
former Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court Antonin Scalia 
played a role in the Republican 
party’s electoral strategy.

“The 2016 election was 
unique. Scalia’s death created 
a vacancy that allowed Trump 
to pitch himself to the con-
servative legal establishment. 
Republicans emphasized the 
importance of the Court to 
their base; Democrats histo-
rically have not. In upcoming 
elections, Democrats have an 
opportunity to correct that,” 
Willis said.

One of Willis’ key assertions 
is that Supreme Court rulings 
routinely favor “long-term 
Republican interests,” citing, 
among other things, Justice 
Samuel Alito’s 1985 job app-
lication to former President 
Ronald Reagan’s Department 
of Justice. In it, he wrote that 
he held the firm belief that “the 
Constitution does not protect a 
right to an abortion.”

“The conservative legal 
movement had spent 50 years 
working to undermine Roe and 
to build a conservative super-
majority with the votes to over-
turn it. Long before he became 
a justice, Samuel Alito wrote in 
a Justice Department job app-
lication that he was proud of 
his work on cases undermining 
abortion rights…The idea that 
this played no role in his vote to 
overturn Roe is implausible,” 

Willis said.
Another point of concern 

for the upcoming speaker is 
the 2013 legal case Shelby 
County v. Holder, wherein a 
5-4 majority nullified a part of 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
mandating federal preclearance 
for state voting laws, citing 
the “fundamental principle 
of equal sovereignty” among 
states.

“By the time the Court in-
validated Section 5, it had 
been around for 50 years—the 
same age as Roe when it was 
overturned. Justices can talk in 
terms of legal theory, but what 
changed was the composition 
of the Court…The same is true 
of Roe: the conservative legal 
movement tried to overturn it 
for decades, but only succee-
ded once there were six solid 
conservatives on the Court,” 
Willis said.

Willis’ legal news and com-
mentary platform Balls & Stri-
kes receives funding from a 
non-profit called Demand Jus-
tice. According to its mission 
statement, the organization 
“mobilizes aggressive and 
steadfast opposition to Donald 

Trump’s corruption of the fede-
ral courts.” It claims that “con-
servatives invested billions 
to capture the judiciary—and 
succeeded,” lamenting their 
packing the institution with 
“anti-populist” justices. 

While the guest speaker 
shares its goal of expanding 
the number of justices in the 
Supreme Court, commonly re-
ferred to as ‘packing the court,’ 
he maintained that his outlet 
enjoys editorial independence.

“Nonprofit sponsorship 
allows us to report on aspects 
of the legal system that estab-
lishment outlets have long neg-
lected and to platform writers 
with strong ideas about the 
Court,” Willis said.

To students, the question of 
the Supreme Court’s legitimacy 
is one of complexity. First-year 
student Erick Das, who majors 
in Philosophy and Biochemist-
ry, identified it as “loaded.” 
He views the institution as 
partisan.

“ P a r t i s a n  r e f e r s  t o  a 
two‑party system, and the 
country has been going through 
what the Democratic and Re-
publican parties represent…I 

wouldn’t say the Court is fif-
ty‑fifty. From what I know, it 
doesn’t seem evenly split,” Das 
said. “I tend to be careful about 
my understanding because 
I don’t know a lot, and it’s 
sometimes difficult to discern 
what counts as conservative or 
progressive.”

First-year student Haley 
Youngquist lacks trust in 
S.C.O.T.U.S. because she is “not 
a Republican.” She is in favor 
of packing the court.

“I think it’s important to 
have a variety of different 
views, not just a majority of 
one. It’s important to have 
representation from multiple 
perspectives,” Youngquist said.

“The Political Science De-
partment is very grateful for 
Kathryn Christenson’s genero-
sity in establishing this event. 
She will be in the front row on 
April 7th, listening intently and 
taking notes—as she has been 
for every Christenson lecture,” 
Gilbert wrote. 

All those who find the mat-
ter engaging are encouraged to 
join her and everyone else in 
deliberation about this impor-
tant subject.

August von Seth
Staff Writer

Journalist Jay Willis Speaks at Gustavus

Jay Willis Submitted



varietypage 5 March 27, 2026

The Overinvolved 
Gustie has died and 
in the wake of its fu-

neral procession stands a burnt 
out Organization President 
with too many hooz-its and 
whats-itz and not enough at-
tendees to take them. 

Students are not attend-
ing things like they used to. 
Replete with events, Advising 
Day brought a lot of prom-
ise for connection and joy, yet 
many organization leaders and 
event-puter-oners faced poor 
turnout. From personal obser-
vations: the majors/minors fair 
had only a handful of curious, 
bright-eyed stragglers weaving 
between tables; the Chapel was 
relatively bare despite offer-
ing a respite and sanctuary in 
the form of DIY essential oils, 
journaling, and warm drinks; 
and the Climate Teach-In felt 
ominously barren despite past-
years’ attendance making it dif-
ficult to even navigate around 
without bumping shoulders.

“... Has the Overin-
volved Gustie died? 

And maybe more im-
portantly, who killed 

her and why?”
These observations are not 

limited to Advising Day. As 
President of my organization 
and friend to other leadership 
members of other non-dis-
closed organizations, I’ve seen 
and heard a dramatic decrease 
in interest and attendance. 
This begs the question: has the 
Overinvolved Gustie died? 
And maybe more importantly, 
who killed her and why?

I come to writing this Let-
ter to the Editor from a place 
of frustration. All of the events 
that my organization puts on 
begin with a desire to bring joy, 
relief, or light into a world that 
is feeling overwhelming, scary, 
and disheartening. We spend 
weeks planning our events, 
buying and organizing our 
supplies, and marketing. And 
yet, in the past year or so, it 
seems that on event day, at the 
very hour, we are left lonely. 
Sometimes, my own team-
members don’t even show up 
(but that’s more the subject of a 

Anonymous
Submitted 

voice-memo rant rather than a 
Letter to the Editor).  

So I’m sending out my bea-
con. Why? Where has everyone 
gone? We send out student-L 
emails, we hang up posters, we 
post on social media, we beg 
our friends. My only source of 
comfort is that my organiza-
tion doesn’t appear to be alone 
in this fate. 

Now, reflectively, I know 
that I don’t show up to many 
random events I get emails for. 
Some may pique my interest 
but they are at odd times that 
don’t work with my perfectly 
curated and manicured G-cal. 
Am I part of the problem? I 
should say certainly not and 
here’s why: 

I show up to the things I 
have committed to. I am in-
volved in organizations that I 
am not on leadership for and 
I go to the events they plan. I 
have declared my major and I 
go to the events that my ma-
jor’s academic assistants and 
organizations plan. I have 
friends who are on leadership 
for organizations that I am not 
a part of and I show up to their 
events regardless, because I 
love and support my friends. 

I have two theories, one 
more plausible than the other. 
I’ll start with my more fantas-
tical one: the Overinvolved 
Gustie is not dead, but rather 
has ascended to her final form. 
We are all on leadership. There 
is no longer division between 
leader and member. We are all 
planning and executing events, 
thus there is no longer anyone 
to attend. It’s a ridiculous theo-
ry, but I’m grasping at straws. 

“More realistically, 
however, I think the 
Overinvolved Gustie 
is dead and it’s not 
because we are an 

apathetic or lazy gen-
eration. It’s because 
we are burnt out.“
More realistically, how-

ever, I think the Overinvolved 
Gustie is dead and it’s not be-
cause we are an apathetic or 
lazy generation. It’s because 
we are burnt out. 

We wake up, check our 
phones, and the weight of the 
world comes crashing down, 

anced, and good for our well-
being? 

Show up. Please, show up. 
I know, I know. I just acknowl-
edged why it feels impossible 
to attend things right now. But 
that’s why we need to. We need 
community now more than 
ever. We need to know that we 
care about each other. 

Bring a friend. Make a new 
friend. Show up and don’t even 
participate. Show up and do 
every single thing you possibly 
can and more. Be goofy, be qui-
et. Turn your phone all the way 
off. Support your friend who 
put so much work into plan-
ning. Support your classmate 
who you barely even know. Be 
the attendee you hope to have 
at your event in the future. And 
maybe, along the way, you’ll 
find a hint of joy, whimsy, and 
light in your day that you just 
so desperately needed. 

Letter to the Editor: The Death 
of the Overinvolved Gustie

This is my plea, written in a 
newspaper that 176 of the 198 
people voting in a YikYak poll 
said they don’t even read: show 
up. The only way we’re going 
to move forward as organiza-
tions, as a campus community, 
as Minnesota, as a country, and 
as global citizens, is if we learn 
to help our neighbors and help 
ourselves out of the darkness. 

“The only way we’re 
going to move for-
ward as organiza-
tions, as a campus 
community ... is if 

we learn to help our 
neighbors and help 
ourselves out of the 

darkness.“

not on our shoulders, but, late-
ly, on our heads like an anvil in 
a Loony Toons episode. 

We go to class, we get as-
signed papers and projects and 
exams (meanwhile, the world 
outside is still suffering and 
we’re acutely aware of it). We 
have meetings and interviews 
and emails. We have friend-
ship drama and relationship 
drama and Greek life drama. 
You didn’t get the housing you 
wanted. The website crashed 
while registering for classes. 
OH! And at 5:30 there’s a root-
beer float event all the way 
across campus from my room? 
Yeah right. 

We are burnt out. I am burnt 
out. The Overinvolved Gustie 
is dead…so how do we rein-
carnate her into something that 
is not the product of toxic pro-
ductivity and hustle culture, 
but something positive, bal-

Average Overinvolved Gustie on a Tuesday evening Fin Gustafson

pond girl
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Staff Writer

This week’s Gustie of the 
Week is the Assistant 
Director of the Chap-

lains’ Office, Jodi Maas. Maas, 
a member of Sensemaking and 
Storytelling Circle, a Vocation 
Ambassador, and part of the 
First Generation community, is 
very involved around campus. 
Her job in the Chaplain’s Office 
consists of managing Chapel 
and Chill, Lunch and Learn 
programming, the Gustie Pan-
try, and working alongside and 
supporting student workers of 
the Chaplain’s Office.

Associate Vice President of 
Mission and Executive Chap-
lain, Grady St. Dennis, has 
known Maas for nine years and 
expressed his gratitude towards 
working with her. 

“Jodi is also a lifelong learner 
and curious person. I feel really 
grateful to have the opportunity 
to serve Gustavus with her on 
the Chaplains’ Office team. She 
brings so much not only to that 
team but truly to our whole 
Gustavus community,” St. Den-
nis shared. 

St. Dennis remembers a spe-
cial moment occurring when 
Maas started working at Gusta-
vus that told the Gustavus staff 
all they needed to know about 
hiring her. 

“Nearly nine years ago, 
when Jodi first started at Gus-
tavus, on her first day there 
was a total solar eclipse. When 
the stars and moon aligned like 
they did we could tell Jodi was 
going to be a pretty big deal,” 
St. Dennis added. 

As she recounted the story 
of how she ended up at Gus-
tavus, Maas explained that she 
was doing a lot of job searching 
when her friend, Jean Noren, in 
the President’s Office, suggest-
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ed that she should apply for the 
Assistant Director position. 

“Initially, why I wanted the 
job was the sense of community. 
As I was walking around during 
my interview with Grady, we 
were between the Chapel and 
the library and I was like this is 
where I’m supposed to be. I felt 
very called to Gustavus,” Maas 
shared. 

“...We were between 
the Chapel and the 
library and I was like 
this is where I’m sup-

posed to be. I felt very 
called to Gustavus.”

A student worker in the 
Chaplains’ Office, Sophomore 
Piper Swanson, who has known 
Maas for the last two years, 
shared what it’s like to know 
and work with Maas. 

“Jodi is one of the kindest, 
most compassionate people I 
know. When she’s in the room, 
you will always have a warm 
smile and kind shoulder to rely 
on. She is the Campus Mom and 
I couldn’t think of a better one,” 
Swanson exclaimed. 

Not only is Maas involved 
throughout campus, but she 
is also a member of Christ 
the King Lutheran Church in 
Mankato. She got her college 
education from Minnesota State 
University, Mankato and has 
a degree in secondary educa-
tion. 

“I have a passion for young 
adults and the church,” Maas 
shared. 

Another worker in the office, 
Senior Addison Andrix, who 
has worked alongside Maas for 
four years, shared a bit about 
her determination. He said that 
she never gives up and doesn’t 
let anything control her life; she 

takes control. 
“She is awesome. That is the 

easiest way to describe her. She 
has been my ‘mom’ at school 
because she is always there for 
us,” Andrix shared. 

“She is awesome. That 
is the easiest way to 

describe her. She has 
been my ‘mom’ at 

school because she is 
always there for us.”

Having been alongside her 
two kids as they went to Gus-
tavus is one of Maas’s favorite 
memories from being at Gus-
tavus. She strives to always 
support their dreams. She is a 
supporter of the Gustavus Foot-
ball Team, as her son played on 
the team, and now she supports 
the St. Peter High School Foot-
ball team, as her son coaches 
them. 

“At that time, my son was 
at Gustavus, and I was very ac-
tive in the football community. 
I pretty much only wear black 
and gold, or Gustavus gear. 
You’re only gonna find me in 
pink if it says Gustavus,” Maas 
exclaimed.

Apart from being on campus, 
Maas loves to go to Chankaska 
with her work friends, wait-
resses part-time on Friday or 
Saturday evenings, and in the 

summer, she is a full-on lake 
person with her friends and 
family.

One of Maas’ strengths is her 
ability to connect with anyone 
she meets. She is always more 
than happy to create connec-
tions with those around her. 

“I think one of Jodi’s biggest 
strengths is that ability to talk 
to everyone, people she knows 
to people she doesn’t know. 
She can walk into a room and 
know not one person (which is 
almost impossible because she 
knows so many people), then 
leave having a connection with 
every single person,” Swanson 
shared. 

It is evident to everyone who 
knows Maas that her commit-
ment to the students at Gusta-
vus is something she lives by 
every day. 

“I love Jodi’s ability to rela-
tionally connect across a wide 
variety of groups. And I es-
pecially value her deep and 
authentic commitment to the 
students at Gustavus. She walks 
that talk every day,” St. Dennis 
shared. 

Never missing an opportu-
nity to build these connections, 
Maas ensures that everyone 
around her feels loved and 
cared for. 

“Something special about 
Jodi is that when a student 
comes to her to talk or is just 
going through something, she 

will drop everything and listen 
to that student. Jodi is one of 
the busiest people I know, but 
I know that if I needed to talk 
with her, she would be there and 
actually hear what I am saying. 
When giving advice to students, 
she may not tell us what we 
always want to hear, but she 
tells us what we need to hear,” 
Swanson shared. 

It is clear that Maas always 
tries her best to keep the stu-
dents and staff around her 
comfortable and safe. 

“For instance, the entrance of 
Old Main used to be just a hall-
way, but with Professor Heldke 
and I, it’s now a hangout space. 
I’m a genuine and authentic 
person, so across campus, it’s 
the real me with everyone that 
I work with. Grady would al-
ways say I’m the glue that keeps 
the office running smoothly,” 
Maas exclaimed.

For anyone who’s looking for 
a job or a safe community, Maas 
urges you to work for the Chap-
lains’ Office. She shared that she 
is most proud of the community 
her and her students have cre-
ated in the office.

“I’m also proud of Chapel 
and Chill and the Gustie Pantry. 
I’m known as the crazy church 
lady, but I’m truly proud of 
the community that I have 
established and continued to 
nurture,” Maas shared.

GoW Jodi Maas Submitted
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Shift/Unravel/Root Lights Up the Stage
Colleen Coleman and 

Grace LaTourelle
Variety Editor and 

Editor in Chief

This weekend, The 
Gustavus Dance 
Company (GDC) 

will present Shift/Unravel/
Root featuring student cho-
reographers, guest artists 
Yukina Sato and Darrius 
Strong, Gustavus Professor 
Emerita Melissa C. Rolnick, 
and Continuing Assistant 
Professors in Dance Sarah 
Hauss and Jill Patterson. 
Shift/Unravel/Root explores 
shifting perspectives, old 
patterns, and finding new 
ways to root oneself in the 
present. 

The concert will take 
place in the Rob and Judy 
Gardner Laboratory Theatre 
at 7:30 p.m. on March 27th 
and 28th, and at 2:00 p.m. on 
the 28th and 29th.  Tickets 
can be purchased online at 
tickets.gustavus.edu, with 
Gustavus students and staff 
entitled to one free ticket 
each, with additional tickets 
available for purchase on-
line.

Guest artist Yukina Sato 
is an Assistant Professor of 
Dance at Minnesota State 
University Mankato, and 
is nationally recognized for 
her work. Her creativity fo-
cuses on “making a third 
space, where two different 
entities meet in between,” 
according to her biography. 
Her artistic practice focuses 
on navigating cultural land-
scapes as someone who 
lives between two countries, 
and has performed many 
pieces on the theme locally 
and nationally. 

Guest artist Darrius 
Strong is a Visiting Instruc-
tor at Macalester College, as 
well as faculty at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, St. Paul 
Conservatory Performing 
Arts High School, and the 
TU Dance Center. According 
to his biography on the Ma-
calester website, “his dance 
company, STRONGmove-
ment uses the universal lan-
guage of dance, blending 
styles such as hip-hop, bal-

let, modern, and west Afri-
can to tell stories related to 
society and humanity.”

“Having guest artists 
create works for our dance 
company is important be-
cause it helps us experience 
different artistry, perspec-
tives, and teaching meth-
ods,” Sophomore dancer 
Annalise Maiers said.

“Having guest art-
ists create works for 
our dance company 
is important because 

it helps us experi-
ence different artistry, 

perspectives, and 
teaching methods.”

Practice for the perfor-
mance began earlier this 
year with weekly rehearsal 
times. Work for the produc-
tion, however, began earlier. 

“One of the guest art-
ist’s pieces, entitled ‘Long 
Story Short,’ was choreo-
graphed last March by Dar-
rius Strong. It has been quite 
a process to continue work-
ing on that piece for a whole 
year before its debut, espe-
cially given our changes in 

Members of the Gustavus Dance Company at regional conference Submitted

the cast,” Maiers said. 
The dancers have dedi-

cated months in preparation 
for the production.  

“We spend hours in the 
studio learning choreog-
raphy, refining our danc-
ing, and getting the dances 
ready for performance. It is 
so much fun to see our hard 
work pay off in the con-
cert when we get to share 
our work with our family, 
friends, and everyone who 
comes to support us!” Junior 
dancer Betsy Anderson said.

“It is so much fun 
to see our hard work 
pay off in the concert 
when we get to share 

our work with our 
family, friends, and 

everyone who comes 
to support us!”

Recently, members of 
the Gustavus Dance Com-
pany were recognized at 
the American Collegiate 
Dance Association Regional 
Conference. Hauss’ piece 
“Zoom In, Zoom Out” was 
selected for the highly es-
teemed gala presentation, 

which received the People’s 
Choice Award alongside 
student choreographed trio 
“aS wE arE” by three se-
niors in the GDC: Anderson, 
Lainey Hearne, and Marisa 
Schmidt. Gustavus was the 
only liberal arts college with 
two pieces recognized from 
the People’s Choice Awards.

Many dancers expressed 
their appreciation for the ex-
perience and the uniqueness 
of this production featur-
ing over 30 dancers. While 
preparation for the show re-
quires time and dedication, 
dancers explained that they 
took something away from 
the process. 

“I learn so much from 
technique classes each se-
mester, gain valuable expe-
rience through the rehearsal 
process with our faculty and 
guest artists, and get to ex-
press my own creative voice 
through choreography,” An-
derson explained. 

Many dances in the per-
formance touch on and re-
flect deeper themes. Accord-
ing to Maiers, “Long Story 
Short” reflected Strong’s 
cultural experiences, “such 
as drug use, police brutality, 
and surveillance.”   

“Learning from artists 
with different backgrounds 
helps us expand our dance 
training outside of typi-
cal collegiate forms that 
tend to be based in Western 
themes,” Maiers explained. 
“Bringing dances with so-
cial themes outside of our 
typical experience can also 
be valuable to share with 
the Gustavus community, 
as they can be unexpected 
coming from a small liberal 
arts college.”

Shift/Unravel/Root will 
feature many creative per-
spectives on life and artistry, 
from current and former 
Gustavus faculty, guest art-
ists, and student chore-
ographers. Students are 
encouraged to attend the 
production. 

“Everyone should come 
to Shift/Unravel/Root to sup-
port Gustavus dancers and 
the Gustavus Dance depart-
ment, and enjoy an exciting 
and diverse show! There’s 
so many awesome dancers 
and lots of incredible chore-
ography being showcased - 
you don’t want to miss it!” 
Anderson said. 
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EEach year, more and more stu-ach year, more and more stu-
dents run late to class. A stu-dents run late to class. A stu-
dent who shows up to class dent who shows up to class 
five minutes early in their five minutes early in their 

freshman year may end up getting to freshman year may end up getting to 
class five minutes late by their senior class five minutes late by their senior 
year. Professors have had enough year. Professors have had enough 
and decided to unite together to put and decided to unite together to put 
a stop to it by replacing the current a stop to it by replacing the current 
cement sidewalks with moving side-cement sidewalks with moving side-
walks, also known as travelators. walks, also known as travelators. 
	 Moving sidewalks are rela-	 Moving sidewalks are rela-
tively common in airports and, to a tively common in airports and, to a 
lesser extent, malls. While the main lesser extent, malls. While the main 
goal of having these installed in air-goal of having these installed in air-
ports is to aid those carrying heavy ports is to aid those carrying heavy 
luggage, at Gustavus, the hope is luggage, at Gustavus, the hope is 
that students can get to class earlier that students can get to class earlier 
and reduce congestion, particularly and reduce congestion, particularly 
near Christ Chapel and Campus near Christ Chapel and Campus 
Center. Not every sidewalk has been Center. Not every sidewalk has been 
replaced, most notably the small de-replaced, most notably the small de-
viations from the main path to build-viations from the main path to build-
ings’ entrances. However, the vast ings’ entrances. However, the vast 
majority of sidewalks have had this majority of sidewalks have had this 
modern overhaul.modern overhaul.
	 “It’s been a long time in the 	 “It’s been a long time in the 
works,” one professor noted, “Run-works,” one professor noted, “Run-
ning a minute or two late to class ning a minute or two late to class 
isn’t a big deal; it’s been going on for isn’t a big deal; it’s been going on for 
ages. But recently things have got-ages. But recently things have got-
ten out of hand. One of my students ten out of hand. One of my students 
even came to class twelve minutes even came to class twelve minutes 
late with a smoothie. I feel like if you late with a smoothie. I feel like if you 
had time to get a smoothie, you had had time to get a smoothie, you had 
time to get to class on time. Can’t time to get to class on time. Can’t 
blame her, though, it looked really blame her, though, it looked really 
good.”good.”
	 To maintain the flow of traffic, 	 To maintain the flow of traffic, 
the College has issued a new rule the College has issued a new rule 
stating that you must walk on the stating that you must walk on the 
right side of the travelator. Those right side of the travelator. Those 
found in violation of this rule may found in violation of this rule may 
see their moving sidewalk privileges see their moving sidewalk privileges 
revoked, meaning that they will be revoked, meaning that they will be 
required to walk on the grass, re-required to walk on the grass, re-
gardless of weather conditions. Start-gardless of weather conditions. Start-
ing in the fall semester, the college ing in the fall semester, the college 
will be selling Gold Travelator pass-will be selling Gold Travelator pass-
es, which give you access to prior-es, which give you access to prior-
ity lanes. Not much is known about ity lanes. Not much is known about 

Gustavus Replaces Walkways with 
Moving Sidewalks

Eric Hofer
Features Editor

strange on the surface, but when you strange on the surface, but when you 
think about it, it just makes sense,” think about it, it just makes sense,” 
the mastermind behind this initia-the mastermind behind this initia-
tive said. “When I went on vaca-tive said. “When I went on vaca-
tion to the MSP Airport, I was re-tion to the MSP Airport, I was re-
ally taken aback. I had never seen ally taken aback. I had never seen 
anything quite like it before. I was anything quite like it before. I was 
so enthralled that I just spent a few so enthralled that I just spent a few 
hours on the travelators going back hours on the travelators going back 
and forth. That was the best vacation and forth. That was the best vacation 
I ever had and ever will have.”I ever had and ever will have.”
	 While the rollout has gener-	 While the rollout has gener-
ally been successful, it’s not without ally been successful, it’s not without 
its issues. During Chapel Break, as its issues. During Chapel Break, as 
students rushed from their classes to students rushed from their classes to 
Christ Chapel and the Dining Hall, Christ Chapel and the Dining Hall, 
a few minor pileups occurred, with a few minor pileups occurred, with 
some students being hesitant to step some students being hesitant to step 
onto the moving sidewalks. This led onto the moving sidewalks. This led 
to a small domino effect, leading to to a small domino effect, leading to 
several students falling on each other, several students falling on each other, 
eventually stopping traffic complete-eventually stopping traffic complete-
ly. Some students who were already ly. Some students who were already 
acclimated to the travelators were acclimated to the travelators were 
afraid to step on the grass. Cam-afraid to step on the grass. Cam-
pus Safety eventually came out and pus Safety eventually came out and 
brushed the students off the sidewalk brushed the students off the sidewalk 
with a big broom.with a big broom.
	 “There’s always some growing 	 “There’s always some growing 
pains for such a large overhaul,” a pains for such a large overhaul,” a 
Campus Safety representative said, Campus Safety representative said, 
“In the meantime, we ask that when “In the meantime, we ask that when 
boarding the moving sidewalk, step boarding the moving sidewalk, step 
on and off with confidence. If you see on and off with confidence. If you see 
a pileup, you can go on the grass to a pileup, you can go on the grass to 
get around it.”get around it.”
	 Administration has expressed 	 Administration has expressed 
excitement for this new initiative excitement for this new initiative 
and has hinted that if the campus is and has hinted that if the campus is 
receptive and the travelators are a receptive and the travelators are a 
success, they may consider imple-success, they may consider imple-
menting similar systems. One idea menting similar systems. One idea 
that was brought up was the possibil-that was brought up was the possibil-
ity of installing cannons to safely and ity of installing cannons to safely and 
quickly launch students from build-quickly launch students from build-
ing to building.ing to building.

these lanes besides being exclusive to these lanes besides being exclusive to 
those with passes and being a ‘much those with passes and being a ‘much 
quicker’ speed than standard lanes.quicker’ speed than standard lanes.
	 Despite the benefits of these new 	 Despite the benefits of these new 
sidewalks, there are a few drawbacks. sidewalks, there are a few drawbacks. 
The most notable, perhaps, being the The most notable, perhaps, being the 
loss of the tunnels. Due to the massive loss of the tunnels. Due to the massive 
infrastructure required to operate these infrastructure required to operate these 
travelators, the tunnels have been per-travelators, the tunnels have been per-
manently closed to house the supplies manently closed to house the supplies 
necessary. necessary. 
	 Others have voiced concerns 	 Others have voiced concerns 
over them being outdoors. One major over them being outdoors. One major 
concern is the upkeep of the travela-concern is the upkeep of the travela-
tors, as the elements slowly wear them tors, as the elements slowly wear them 
down. Snow and rain can lead to elec-down. Snow and rain can lead to elec-
trical issues, rust may require frequent trical issues, rust may require frequent 
replacement and repair of parts, and replacement and repair of parts, and 
gravel or sand getting in could cause gravel or sand getting in could cause 
component failure. Additionally, dur-component failure. Additionally, dur-
ing the winter months, there is a likeli-ing the winter months, there is a likeli-
hood of them freezing over, leading hood of them freezing over, leading 
to more severe tripping hazards than to more severe tripping hazards than 
traditional concrete sidewalks.traditional concrete sidewalks.
	 “I hear these concerns, but I 	 “I hear these concerns, but I 
think they’ve been somewhat over-think they’ve been somewhat over-
blown,” another professor said, “The blown,” another professor said, “The 
travelators will always be moving, so, travelators will always be moving, so, 
according to thermodynamics, the ice according to thermodynamics, the ice 
should never actually freeze over. And should never actually freeze over. And 
if it does, it’d just make the travelators if it does, it’d just make the travelators 
even faster.”even faster.”
	 The supporters of this overhaul 	 The supporters of this overhaul 
have cited many points beyond getting have cited many points beyond getting 
students to class quicker, one major students to class quicker, one major 
advantage being making the campus advantage being making the campus 
more accessible to those with mobility more accessible to those with mobility 
impairments. Instead of having some-impairments. Instead of having some-
one in a wheelchair struggle to push one in a wheelchair struggle to push 
themselves uphill, now they can sim-themselves uphill, now they can sim-
ply sit and enjoy the scenery. ply sit and enjoy the scenery. 
	 “I remember my sophomore year 	 “I remember my sophomore year 
when I lived in Rundstrom, I broke my when I lived in Rundstrom, I broke my 
leg,” one student athlete recounted, leg,” one student athlete recounted, 
“Every morning as soon as I reached “Every morning as soon as I reached 
the top of the hill, I would slide all the top of the hill, I would slide all 
the way back down to the bottom and the way back down to the bottom and 
have to do it all over again, sometimes have to do it all over again, sometimes 
twice. I really wish we had these mov-twice. I really wish we had these mov-
ing sidewalks back then.”ing sidewalks back then.”
	 “I do understand that it’s a bit 	 “I do understand that it’s a bit (This is an entirely fictional and satirical article)

Newly installed moving sidewalk by ConvickNewly installed moving sidewalk by Convick SubmittedSubmitted
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Academic Rivals Make the Bestest 
Friends

Soph White
Opinion Editor

In my life I have had sev-
eral academic rivals, all 
of which were rivalries 

made up in my head. Al-
though I’ve had several, I’ve 
felt most passionately angry 
about a select few of them 
and their success. But I’ve 
discovered something odd: 
Those especially irritating ac-
ademic rivals make the best-
est friends. 

It happened a total of three 
separate times, where people 
I viewed as academic rivals 
ended up becoming my clos-
est friends. 

“It happened a to-
tal of three separate 
times, where people 
I viewed as academ-

ic rivals ended up 
becoming my clos-

est friends.”
Distinctly, I had one in 

middle school, high school, 
and college. Often, I would 
have many more throughout 
my time in those schools but 
they would not last very long 
as there would often come 
a point where I just realized 
they were stupid. It takes a 
special kind of person to make 
the perfect academic rival, 
and honestly, it takes someone 
who is very similar to yourself 
or to the kind of person you 
want to be. 

Paige (12 years old - 2017)
In middle school, I had this 

friend named Paige (who I 
am no longer friends with for 
a variety of reasons – sorry to 
the Paiges out there) who was 
in all the same honors class-
es with me. In 8th grade, we 
shared all the same classes but 
one: band. Given that it was a 
middle school band, I’m pretty 

proud of how talented I was, 
but then again, it’s a middle 
school band—nothing special. 
So, there wasn’t much outside 
of the things we did together 
where I could feel proud of my 
accomplishments. It really got 
to me and my inflated sense of 
ego that really had no origin 
point. All I know is that I start-
ed to get really pissed off when 
my favorite teachers were giv-
ing her more attention than 
me. 	

As I remember, she was a 
great writer and was a lot better 
at using correct grammar than 
I was. She was more socially 
adept, pretty, and beyond that, 
was GOOD at math. All these 
things I was convinced I didn’t 
have. In reality, I started to real-
ize that we were pretty similar 
in classes. Although I hated her 
guts for being better than me in 
things I wanted to be good at, I 
began to observe her behavior 

in a different light. Soon, we 
became friends and formed a 
large inner circle that became 
our own Harry Potter club. 
While she did make some hor-
rible decisions later on in life, 
I really cherished the friend-
ship while I had it and enjoyed 
nerding out with her. 

Ellie (15 years old - 2020)
High school became a lot 

worse in many ways. I became 
more bitter towards potential 
academic rivals and eventu-
ally set my sights on the per-
fect candidate. As I was in the 
International Baccalaureate 
program, the spirit of compe-
tition and lowkey hating each 
other was normalized. When 
someone else had more life 
experiences and claimed to do 
all these cool things with their 
lives, it would set me off. So, 
imagine how I felt when I met 
this girl who was very proudly 
Canadian.

 Like - whoo. Cool. You’re 
Canadian. So what? Do you 
speak French or something? 

“Like - whoo. Cool. 
You’re Canadian. So 
what? Do you speak 

French or some-
thing?”

Turns out she did. 
Really well. 
It was even more messed 

up for me if you knew how 
obsessed I was with French 
culture at that point. I had been 
working towards learning the 
basics of French and had done 
two years of French lessons in 
school. I WAS THE STAR in 
French class, and SHE took it 
away from me. 

Anyways, her name was 
Ellie. Once again, she was in-
credibly smart at anything she 

put her mind to and even was 
one of two women in IB who 
took the advanced math class. 
She was also incredibly opin-
ionated, spoke her mind at all 
times, and more liberal than 
me. I would like to think that 
I learned the value of speaking 
up for myself and the idea of 
“sticking to my guns” from her 
example. Honestly, I wasn’t 
sure if I was jealous or had 
a crush on her. It was a very 
confusing admiration. She was 
also the kind of girl that would 
beat up anyone who messed 
with her friends. I wish I had 
her kind of guts sometimes.

Ultimately, we got closer 
through a mutual friend. We 
ended up spending a lot of 
junior and senior year of high 
school together, and with our 
mutual friends.

Continued on page 11. 

Poorly photoshopped image of our battles. Submitted
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We had study groups togeth-
er, got lunch together, and 
celebrated junior and senior 
prom together. I was and se-
nior prom together. I was so 
pleased to watch her walk 
across the stage during gradu-
ation and, although I don’t see 
her anymore either, I hope that 
she has enjoyed her indepen-
dence and is enjoying school 
in Canada. Along the way, I 
found out that Ellie, while in-
credibly smart and talented, 
was a normal person who has 
flaws too. Who knew? And 
alongside that, I learned from 
her and found many ways to 
connect with her on things we 
both liked. Crazy.

Grace (18 years old - 2023)
The last example is near 

and dear to my heart, because 
it is the one, the only, Editor-
in-Chief of this newspaper. Let 
me explain…

“The last example 
is near and dear to 

my heart, because it 
is the one, the only, 

Editor-in-Chief of this 
newspaper. Let me 

explain...”
Basically, upon coming to 

college, I didn’t really know of 
Grace until the last part of first 
semester, in which I had been 
told by “friends” that some-

thing was off about how nice 
she was and that she wore toe 
rings. Most people assumed 
her kindness must have been 
fake, but the toe rings—no, the 
toe rings were and are very 
real. Second semester Grace 
was in my Gender, Women, 
and The Bible class, where it 
was the first time that someone 
would speak in class as much 
as me and actually say some-
thing intelligent each time. 

“Second semes-
ter Grace was in my 

Gender, Women, 
and The Bible class, 
where it was the first 
time that someone 

would speak in class 
as much as me and 
actually say some-

thing intelligent each 
time.”

I knew my niche was being 
usurped. Not only this, but I 
clearly remember my second 
semester doing an interview to 
be the United Christian Minis-
tries President. I thought I had 
to be their best candidate, and 
as I was walking out, Grace 
walked down the stairs to do 
her interview. A couple of days 
later, she got President and I 
essentially got the equivalent 

of Vice-President. 
Let me be clear, I am com-

pletely happy now with the 
fact that my leader in many 
different groups is Grace 
“Pond Koi” LaTourelle. I 
think at the time I had felt 
rejected a lot by peers, and 
I felt like I needed to turn to 
the things I knew I was good 
at by applying for leadership 
roles and getting good grades. 
When I saw someone else 
with friends and accomplish-
ing those things I couldn’t get 
at the time, boy was I frustrat-
ed. I would rant to my parents 
about how much I disliked 
her, but quickly my parents re-
alized how irrational my dis-
like was. My sister heard how 
I felt, and upon her coming to 
the same school as me, didn’t 
understand at all why I didn’t 
like her. 

“My sister heard 
how I felt, and upon 
her coming to the 

same school as me, 
didn’t understand at 
all why I didn’t like 

her.”
It was completely irratio-

nal, but I couldn’t get past the 
tension and the distance be-
tween us. 

It was not until we went on 
a roadtrip together one week-

end as the only two students 
interested in visiting Wartburg 
Theological Seminary that I 
learned that there was a real 
human behind all the acts of 
kindness and the toe rings. 

I learned SO MUCH about 
her, and I would like to think 
she learned a lot about me. We 
came to find out just how simi-
lar we were, and ultimately, a 
friendship started to develop 
as a result of developing inside 
jokes during the road trip and 
finding things we had in com-
mon.

Somehow we are best 
friends, but we are so different. 
Grace is a 7 on the enneagram—
someone who is described as 
enthusiastic, outdoorsy, posi-
tive-minded, and an outgoing 
person. She loves being outside, 
and she truly does believe she 
would die if she had to stay in-
side all day. She loves bugs, and 
is likely just to believe things as 
they are, unless something is 
done in order to question that 
belief. On the other hand, I am a 
4 on the enneagram—someone 
who is described as self-aware, 
reserved, sensitive, but also an 
idealist with big dreams. For 
4’s, there is a relentless drive for 
achieving authenticity. Simply 
put, rather than living into the 
external world like 7’s, 4’s have 
rich internal worlds created for 
the benefit of coping with life. I 
hate going outside, because it’s 
too overwhelming. I am pretty 
indifferent to bugs, but I’m more 
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likely to assume the guilt of ev-
eryone until proven innocent. 
It kind of gives black cat and 
orange tabby cat energy as the 
relationship benefits both of us 
due to our fundamental dif-
ferences, which end up being 
complementary. 

“It kind of gives 
black cat and orange 
tabby cat energy as 

the relationship ben-
efits both of us due 
to our fundamental 
differences, which 
end up being com-

plementary.”
Ultimately, what I want you 

to get out of this is that if you 
are the kind of person to imag-
ine a rich, competitive rivalry 
between you and a complete 
stranger, do it. Then after you 
have that rivalry, work to un-
derstand them beyond the ex-
ternal persona they portray, be-
cause often, people are hiding 
the version of themselves that 
is vulnerable and comfortable 
in their environment. My sug-
gestion is to give that friend-
ship a try, because great hate 
has potential for great love… 
As many enemies-to-lovers ro-
mances seem to suggest.

The genre of this platonic love story. Submitted
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Here I stand—making 
the demand of the 
century. CAB, I see 

you. You let students vote for 
the artist for the concerts you 
put on, but I think you need to 
cut students off. Where is the 
nostalgia factor? Where is an 
artist who is single-handedly 
the most interesting human to 
exist? CAB bring me Bridgit 
Mendler or else. Stop stomp-
ing on my dreams.

I remember my freshman 
year when Dr. Bridgit Mendler 
was on the list of potential art-
ists, and I want you to know 
that I’m still upset. 

“I remember my 
freshman year when 
Dr. Bridgit Mendler 

was on the list of 
potential artists, and 
I want you (CAB) to 
know that I’m still 

upset.”
Clearly, there was a mis-

take made or perhaps a mis-
understanding about the skill 
and pure awe of Dr. Bridgit 
Mendler. To clear up this mis-
understanding, let me inform 
you: 

Dr. Bridgit Claire Mendler 
has achieved more in her 34 
years of life than CAB could 
possibly imagine doing them-
selves. She is an actress, sing-
er, and entrepreneur. She did 
a graduate program at MIT. 
She went to Harvard and got 
a doctorate in law. Mendler 
opened a satellite data startup 
called Northwood Space with 
her husband, and she has been 
known for her activism and 
philanthropy efforts. Simply 
put, Mendler is awesome. 

Gustavus Adolphus needs 
some good role models, and 
I’m tired of only listening to 

male artists who don’t really 
say much of anything good 
about women unless it’s about 
their bodies. We need a femi-
nist to get in here and a role 
model who can show us the 
many intersections life can 
take you after college. She is 
such a good example, like, 
come on. 

“We need a femi-
nist to get in here 
and a role model 

who can show us the 
many intersections 

life can take you after 
college. She is such 

a good example, like, 
come on.”

If CAB writes to me after this 
saying they tried and couldn’t 
get her, I’m not taking any ex-
cuses, and I don’t believe you. 
I’m entirely content being a 
ruthless Bridgit Mendler stan. 

We all know that the songs 
she sang in Lemonade Mouth 
were absolute bangers. My 
personal favorites are “More 
Than a Band” and “Break-
through” as they represent 
some pivotal moments in the 
storyline of the classic Disney 
movie. Like, I still cry when 
Bridgit’s character, Olivia’s cat 
dies (which is an important 
plot point as she held onto that 
cat with greater emotional im-
portance because it’s the last 
thing she has of her mom who 
died), and her friends come to 
comfort her. Although Olivia 
used to depend on her grand-
mother and cat for emotional 
support, the band members 
tell her that she can depend on 
them and “cry on [their] shoul-
ders.” Honestly, #profound. 

Beyond the incredible nos-
talgia of Lemonade Mouth, she 
has put out her own albums in 
the past. Let’s just say that they 
blew up because of kids like 
me born in the 2000s era who 
were obsessed with Mendler.
Let us not forget the glory that 

is “Hurricane” and “Ready or 
Not.” The girl knew how to 
make bops. 

Each song encapsulated 
the confusing and fun aspects 
of adolescence and getting 
older. 

“The girl knew 
how to make bops. 

Each song encapsu-
lated the confusing 
and fun aspects of 
adolescence and 

getting older.”
She was in her 20s by this 

time. She was exploring the 
world and life’s many oppor-
tunities. Like us, she tried on 
all kinds of potential profes-
sions and was open to the me-
dia about her changing ideas 
of her future–nothing was set 
in stone. Beyond her achieve-
ments, this has been an as-
pect of Mendler’s character 
that has become increasingly 

relatable as I go through life. 

“Beyond her 
achievements, this 

has been an aspect 
of Mendler’s charac-
ter that has become 

increasingly relatable 
as I go through life.”

She is the perfect person to 
have singing those songs about 
confusion and joy on a college 
campus, because she came out 
on the other side successfully, 
even after she changed her 
mind several times.

So CAB, maybe take some 
time to think through who you 
TRULY want at your next con-
cert. I implore you, the reader, 
to also make the correct deci-
sion the next time the form for 
concert voting comes out. I 
will be watching. 

Submitted

CAB Bring Me Bridgit Mendler 
or Else...

Dr. Bridgit Mendler looking like a queen.


