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The Gustavian Weekly Celebrates
Student Press Freedom Day
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Published weekly on Fridays, except during academic breaks, by the
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LivWhite Sports & Fitness Editor Manager unsigned material.
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Soren Sackreiter Photography Editor Letters to the Editor can be sent to weeklylettertotheeditor@gmail.com
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If interested in publishing an ad, please contact our advertisement
manager at admanager@gustavus.edu.
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Events Calendar Daily Sabbath Calendar
The Secret in the Wings Chapel Break:
Feb 19th, 20th, 21st- 8:00 p.m.
Feb 22nd- 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays - Morning Praise, and Thursdays (Christ Chapel)
Anderson Theatre 11:30 - 11:50 a.m.
GWS & GPO Winter Concert Chapel and Chill on the go:
Feb 21st-1:30-2:30 p.m. Mondays (check @gac_chaplains)
Bjorling Recital Hall
10-10:35 a.m.
Mayday Peace Conference Rosary Prayer
Feb 25th- 3:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
Alumni Hall MWEF | Tue, Thurs (Multifaith Center | Chapel basement)
Mindfulness Meditation

Thursdays (Multifaith Center)

CAB Spotlight

— Email Newsletter

- Scan to join The Gustavian Weekly email
”_'! newsletter for a quick snapshot of the weekly paper
right in your inbox!

“This week, we’d like to spotlight our Late Nights & Weekends Executive, =
Erick Das, for his hard work on the Howl’s Moving Castle screening event,
along with our Community and Representation Executive,

Mary Robertson and Anime Club!”

Contact Editor in Chief Grace LaTourelle with any
questions regarding the email newsletter
gracelatourelle@gustavus.edu

CAB Spotlights are written by 2026 Co-Presidents Rae Howlerda and
Mary Steffen to recognize CABbies or events!

|
New"' Horoscopes on the Hill /Vefo,{/ Student Senate Updates

Aries: Make a snow angel before the snow melts. Or don't, it’ll probably be back. The Student Senate has decided to approve funding for a new

Taurus: Order something new from the Courtyard. campus wide organizational software named Lounge. We will be
Gemini: Remember that “overinvolved Gustie” is a stereotype, not a graduation requirement. funding this with $10,000 dollars the first year and a subsequent

$5,000 each year for the next 3 years. We hope this app will help
students get more connected on campus and find a wider variety of
Leo: You should probably check your bank account this week. clubs and organizations that fit their interests.

Virgo: Your timer went off ten minutes ago. Go get your laundry out of the washer.

Cancer: You should take one day for yourself this week.

The Student Senate approved a total of 5 new Bylaw changes that
) will be implemented effective immediately. These Bylaw changes
Scorpius: Pet your cat. Or someone else’s cat. will help to clarify the work we do to the student body and help

Sagittarius: Go on a midnight walk in the arb and howl at the moon. align our practices with our work.

Libra: Don’t procrastinate that exam.

Capricorn: You should probably let go of that grudge you ve been holding for like 7 years. Senators were placed on the committee for the Swenson-Bunn

Aquarius: You will go to EI Agave. Get planning. award. These senators will review award applications and help to
Pisces: You should draw a picture or something. determine a professor who will receive the award on honors day.
The Swenson-Bunn Award honors the memory of two former
Gustavus students and members of the Student Senate, Greg
Swenson and Holly Bunn, who were killed in a car accident in

Sus taina bility Spotlight 1989. This is the only award given to faculty that is student-run,
student-nominated, student-selected, and student-awarded so
If you are reading this, you probably enjoy the environment. Want to start thinking of professors you’d like to nominate!

explore off campus? Do you like to camp? You can borrow equipment
for camping, snowshoeing, paddle boarding and more through the
Campus Activities Office!

Contact Student Senate Speaker Sam Paulsen with any

Sustainability Spotlights are written by Sustainability Interns and the questions at spaulsen@gustavus.edu

Envi 1 Acti liti . . ity initiati .
nvironmental Action Coalition to recognize sustainability initiatives on campus Follow the Student Senate Instagram: @gac.studentsenate
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Grace LaTourelle
Editor-in-Chief

he ninth anniver-
sary of Student Press
Freedom Day, created

by The Student Press Law Cen-
ter, will be on Feb. 26, 2026. The
theme of this year’s celebration
is “Resilience in Action.” As the
independent news source for
Gustavus Adolphus College,
The Gustavian Weekly would
like to celebrate this day and
the important work done by
our own students, as well as
students across the country.
Established in 1891, The Gus-
tavian Weekly has undergone
many name and formatting
changes during its time of re-
porting on the happenings of
campus. According to a 2020
features article on the history
of the Weekly, the paper began
on an individual printing press
in a student’s dorm room, to the
first official publication under
the Weekly’s namesake in 1920.
“We’ve got over a century of
independent studentjournalism
at Gustavus, and I think that’s
something that’s worth both
cherishing and protecting for
the future,” Communication
Studies Professor and Faculty
Advisor of The Gustavian
Weekly Mark Braun said.

“We've got over a
century of indepen-
dent student journa-

lism at Gustavus, and |

think that’s something

that’s worth both che-

rishing and protecting
for the future.”

Independent press began
around the 1830s in the Uni-
ted States of America with the
penny-press, a cheaper way
to publish news. This allowed
news sources to be separated
from political affiliations and
become more objective. Inde-
pendent Journalism is news
that is reported free from biased
and political or administrative
values; it reports the facts.

Freedom of the Press is part
of the First Amendment li-
berties outlined in the United
States Constitution. This gives
journalists and newspapers
the right to create and publish
freely from censorship. In 1978,
Justice Potter Stewart highligh-
ted the intentionality of the First
Amendment, specifically men-
tioning freedom of the press,
separately from freedom of
speech, as “an acknowledgment
of the critical role played by the
press in American society. The
Constitution requires sensitivity
to that role, and to the special

needs of the press in performing
it effectively.”

Student journalism, in the
form of campus and high sc-
hool-produced newspapers, is a
type of independent journalism
and has its own place in our
country.

“I think student journalism
itself is invaluable,” former
Editor-in-Chief from 2023 to
2025 and alumnus Mel Pardock
said. “As a publication, campus
newspapers are able to host the
opinions of students and hold
administration accountable.
They are also able to provide
transparency regarding ongoing
issues and / or new implementa-
tions on campus that otherwise
may seem inaccessible to stu-
dents.”

"As a publication,
campus newspapers
are able to host the
opinions of students
and hold administra-
tion accountable.”

Student press has seen an
extensive history of censorship.
In 1988, in Hazlewood School
District v. Kuhlmeier, the Su-
preme Court ruled that “The
First Amendment offers weaker
protections to curricular student
newspapers established by pub-
lic schools than to newspapers
that have been established in-
dependently by students or are
designed as forums for student
expression” thus, First Amend-
ment rights did not have to be
upheld completely if a student’s
publication went against the
values of the school.

The Student Press Law Cen-
ter, founded in 1974, seeks
to “counter the effects of
Hazlewood” through cam-
paigns and legal support for
student press across the country.
The SPLC created Student Press
Freedom Day in 2017 in order to
celebrate student publications
and provide support.

I am new to the position of
Editor-in-Chief of the Weekly,
but I have been with the team
since the first day I set foot on
campus, first as a news writer,
then as the news section editor.
I have had the opportunity
and privilege to write articles
that not only report on events
occurring on campus, but also
administrative decisions and
happenings.

The Weekly has not been wit-
hout its own challenges, howe-
ver. According to a 2010 article
titled “Judicial board hearing
sparks discussion following
removal of Weekly papers,”
300 papers were removed by a
student from their dropboxes
due to a published report of
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Case Day and what the student
thought portrayed Gustavus in
a negative light on Scholarship
weekend. While this was not
a case of administration invol-
vement with the Weekly, the
editor in chief at the time, Jake
Seamans, claimed it was a case
of censorship: “If someone is
keeping us from distributing
our papers, it’s censorship,
whether it is individuals in the
community or from [the] top
down.” You can read the full
article on The Gustavian Weekly
blog.

The Weekly has also seen
past cases of self-censorship,
according to a 2016 opinion
article titled, “(REDACTED):
Our Failure to Report.” In it, the
writer described the decisions
made by the Weekly to not re-
port on a student charged with
criminal sex conduct, despite
Mankato State’s The Reporter
and the St. Peter Herald pub-
lishing pieces about it. The
writer criticized the Weekly,
explaining that the “Gustavian
Weekly editorial board argued
that the close-knit nature of the
Gustavus campus prevents us
from reporting the full facts of
a story relevant to the commu-
nity.” Furthermore, the writer
said that this form of self-cen-
sorship violated the mission
of “bringing the community
comprehensive coverage of the
news and events affecting our
campus.”

As Gustavus is a private ins-
titution, First Amendment rules
don’t generally apply in the
same way. Private institutions

have the right to control funding
and resources directed towards
organizations, such as a campus
newspaper.

“On one hand, if Gustavus
wanted to say ‘we’re not going
to have a student newspaper
anymore,” they could do that...
On the other hand, Gustavus
does see value in the free expres-
sion of idea,” Braun said.

In the Gustavus Statement
on Freedom of Speech, endor-
sed by the DEI committee, the
Faculty Senate, and the Board
of Trustees in 2018 and 2019, it
is written that “while freedom
of speech and expression are
accorded constitutional protec-
tion in our civic life, the value
of free expression must be given
even more rigorous affirmation
in an intellectual community
that prizes liberal education,
academic freedom, and critical
thinking.”

“We really prize
this idea of reaching
the truth through
free expression and
criticism of ideas that
we think are wrong.
And so, | think it ma-
kes us a stronger
community.”

“To me, that’s the key sen-
tence as to why it’'s so impor-
tant, even at a private school, to
have a free press. Because...we
really prize this idea of reaching
the truth through free expres-
sion and criticism of ideas that
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Colleen Coleman

we think are wrong. And so,
I think it makes us a stronger
community,” Braun said.

Reflecting on the upcoming
Student Press Freedom Day, as
the Editor in Chief, I want to
reemphasize the Weekly’s com-
mitment to independent, unbia-
sed journalism and denounce
censorship and self-censorship.
The Weekly should be a source
of news for our readers, whether
students, staff, faculty, alumni,
or the larger communities of St.
Peter and Mankato, to trust to
provide not only accurate infor-
mation, but also the full picture.

“While one can take one
student’s opinion on an issue
from YikYak...and run with it,
others can gather real, credible
information from a student
newspaper with actual sources
close to the issue and form
their own opinions,” Pardock
explained.

The Weekly has not pro-
duced new truths, but has
brought existing truths forward;
and these are the truths of our
campus, of our local commu-
nities, and of our national and
global realities.

So, on behalf of The Gusta-
vian Weekly, your source for
Gustavus-related news and
thoughts, thank you for all of
the support we have received
over the years, through readers-
hip and thoughtful dialogue.
We are proud to be an inde-
pendent news source for cam-
pus and greatly appreciate the
opportunities we’ve had and
the ability to report unbiased
and uncensored.



