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Gustavus Faculty Speak on Al Challenges

Evangelyn Hill
Staff Writer

world, Al is becoming

more and more of a con-
cern for students and teachers
alike, sparking difficult-to-
answer questions.

When is Al use acceptable?
What are the limits of what it
can do effectively? What about
ethical concerns around AI?

College campuses are un-
derstandably struggling to
keep up with the shifting
landscape of Al Like teachers
across the nation, Gustavus
professors are putting serious
thought into their policies
around AL

Librarian Rachel Flynn
suggested that “there’s a lot of
capabilities in the technology
to work towards knowledge
production that’s more acces-
sible.” However, she admitted
to still having more questions
than answers.

Yurie Hong is a Classics pro-
fessor and co-leader of a cam-
pus Al survey. “I think AI can
be useful for a limited number
of things, but that it is incredibly
ethically and environmentally

In our rapidly changing

problematic,” Hong said.
English professor and di-
rector of the Writing Center
at Gustavus, Eric Vrooman, is
concerned about the growing
use of Al. Students are at college
to become critical thinkers, and
writing is a crucial part of that.
“To pass that responsibility on
to Alis a real problem,” he said.
Having put significant time
and effort into studying and
thinking about Al’s potential
use in a college setting, Gus-
tavus professors are prepared
to coach students in how to
safely—and ethically—use AL
Flynn, who also helped to
lead the faculty and student
AI survey, had two points of

Student using Google Gemini

advice.

First, Al literacy is critical.
Students need to understand
what the technology is—and
what it isn’t.

This means that when
prompting an Al, students
should know the capabilities
and limitations of the large
language models driving the
artificial intelligence.

Second, she emphasized that
students should understand
that they have agency around Al
and its use. Despite feelings that
it's “a foregone conclusion that
we will all use [AI],” as Flynn
put it, students have agency to
choose to use or avoid AL

Hong’s advice instead puts
the emphasis on the importance
of learning. “Learning is not ef-
ficient, and the purpose of doing
your own work is to exercise
your brain... Al can be an easy
shortcut, but it also means that
you don’t learn anything, and
it is not the best way to spend
your time in college when you
are spending a lot of money to

learn,” she said.

She likened college to a gym,
explaining, “You may never be
asked to write a paper on Shake-
speare or analyze a historical
text in your future career, but
just like football players don’t
get asked to do pushups or lift
weights on the field, doing that
brain exercise is what will en-
able you to perform well in the
field of your choosing.”

Vrooman agreed, pointing
out that Al shouldn’t be used
for brainstorming in particular.
That type of shortcut he called
“a negligent act.”

Despite these and other con-
cerns, Gustavus professors
acknowledge the possibilities
of AL

Flynn highlighted how Al
can bring information within
reach of more people. “I think
there’s a lot of capabilities in
the technology to work towards
knowledge production that’s
more accessible.”

She also wondered if an ethi-
cal use of Al would be to make
professors” work more efficient
so they can spend more time in

Soren Sackreiter

meaningful interactions with
students.

Hong echoed this, saying
that she is experimenting with
Al use herself. She’s used it
to fill in conjugation tables for
Greek words, or to create other
charts, tasks that would nor-
mally take time away from more
important work.

Another concern is that if
Al use is completely avoided
in class, students” ignorance of
Al will be a significant setback
for them.

Vrooman said it is “negli-
gent to not advise students on
how it is being used in their
discipline.”

Flynn agreed, saying that
it’s necessary for professors to
model ethical use of Al for their
students.

While professors are cau-
tious about Al use, students are
currently a mixed bag. Flynn,
having conducted the Gusta-
vus campus survey on Al use,
noted that she saw a spectrum
of opinions.

Some (including professors)

were early adopters of the
technology, creating innovative
ways to use Al in teaching and
learning. On the opposite end of
the spectrum were strong voices
of opposition to Al use.

In her experience, these
student voices speaking out
against Al were even stronger
than those advocating for Al
use. But as each year’s incoming
students are more and more ac-
climated to Al she thinks there
will be less vocal opposition
to AL

Her main worry is ensuring
the campus’s Al use is aligned
with Gustavus’s core values.

Ethical concerns about Al
go beyond just how and when
to use it. Professors continue to
voice frustration with the en-
vironmental costs of Al — and,
as Vrooman noted, everyone
who does a Google search is
now complicit in the use of Al,
since Al summaries are now
automatic on multiple search
engines.

“The first thing I say when-
ever Al comes up... is that I
don’t see how it’s sustainable.
The energy and water require-
ments for it are such thatI don’t
personally... I feel like ethically
it’s more than just complicated.
But the consequences are ex-
treme,” Vrooman said.

He pointed out the accel-
erating usage of Al, which
brings energy use concerns.
Energy grids may become over-
taxed in areas with data centers,
and energy production to fuel
these centers can worsen global
warming and pollution.

The overarching theme of
Gustavus professors’ thoughts,
between concerns about envi-
ronment and ethics and student
learning outcomes, is uncer-
tainty.

“Personally, I have a lot
of questions still. I have real
concerns about it as a scholar,”
Flynn said.
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Events Calendar

Fall Break:
October 20-25, Campus-wide

Daily Sabbath Calendar

Chapel Break - Morning Praise:
Tuesdays (Christ Chapel)
11:30 - 11:50 a.m.

Chapel and Chill on the go:
Mondays (check @gac_chaplains)
10 -10:35 a.m.

Rosary Prayer
MWEF [ Tue, Thurs (Multifaith Center | Chapel basement)
Chapel Break:

Tuesdays and Thursdays
(Christ Chapel)

11:30 - 11:50 a.m.
Mindfulness Meditation
Thursdays (Multifaith Center)

Student Senate Updates

President Volin spoke to Student Senate at their last meeting, introducing
himself and sharing his backstory, describing his goals for his role as
President of Gustavus, and answering questions from senators on topics like

environmental sustainability, international students, and more.

The ethics committee brought a number of bylaw and constitutional changes
to senate to reflect best procedures and student needs. The bylaw changes
will be voted upon by the Student Senate at the coming meetings
and constitutional changes will be brought to the

student body when they are ready.

Senate was made aware of the inconvenient placement of the
dumpsters outside of College View, and has charged the

health and housing committee to look into this issue.

Contact Student Senate Speaker Laura Sunnarborg with
any questions at lauras@gustavus.edu

Follow the Student Senate Instagram: @gac.studentsenate

Campus Safety Report

Friday, October 10, 2025:
*  On Friday, October 10, 2025, at 2316 hours, Campus Safety had a student

walk up to report a theft of personal property in Norelius Hall.

Contact the Campus Safety office 24 hours a day at
507-933-8888.

CAB Spotlight

CAB is wishing everyone a happy fall break! Thank you
to everyone who has been coming out to CAB events so
far this semester! In the next few weeks we have some fun
events such as Origami and Sushi and a Pool Party!

CAB Spotlights are provided by 2024-25 CAB Co-Presidents Kate-
lyn Benschoter and Fran Lindgren to recognize CABbies or events!
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Colleen Coleman
Variety Editor and
Interim Editor in Chief

t 730 pm. on
Oct. 30th in
Christ  Chapel,

the Gustavus Choir will
be performing with the
award-winning  National
Lutheran Choir (NLC)
in their Lead Me Home: A
Concert  of  Remembrance
concert series. Tickets can be
found at https:/ /www.nlca.
com/lead-me-home, with
Gustavus students, faculty,
and staff able to attend for
free.

The NLC is a Twin Cities
based choir rooted in the Lu-
theran choral tradition, with
a focus on celebrating, in-
vigorating, and expanding
sacred choral music. Well-
known in the choral world,
the NLC intends to inspire
those of diverse faiths and
backgrounds.

Lead Me Home: A Concert
of Remembrance reflects on
what lies between heaven
and Earth. According to the
NLC, the concert represents
“a journey of remembrance
and hope, [that] honors the
beauty and fragility of life
while offering a glimpse
of the eternal home that
awaits.” The concert series
is themed around All
Saints” Day, a tradition in
the Christian faith focused
on honoring all saints,
recognizing their lives of
faith. All Saints’ Day is used
as a time to celebrate and
encourage faithfulness and
hope, and to reflect on our
own actions as a community.

"A journey of
remembrance and
hope, [that] honors

the beauty and
fragility of life while
offering a glimpse of
the eternal home that

awaits.”
The NLC reached out
to the Gustavus Choir

VARIETY

Lead Me Home:
A Concert of Remembrance
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The Gustavus Choir in performance during their 2025 tour to the East Coast

to  collaborate  during
this concert series and
will be performing
together throughout the

show. The NLC will also
be  collaborating  with
Minneapolis-based  dance
artist Eve Schulte on Thomas
LaVoy’s “O Great Beyond”
in the performance.

The Gustavus Choir and
NLC will be performing
“The Kontakion” by Rupert
Lang together, with the text
asking for God to give peace
and resolve to his servants
- reading “Give rest unto
your servants with your
saints O God. Give rest ...
where there is neither pain
nor sorrow, neither sighing,
but life everlasting.”

Performed by  the
combined groups, “The
Kontakion” offers a solemn
reflection on life, on Earth
and beyond. According to
Dr. Brandon Dean, director
of the Gustavus Choir,
All Saints” Day services
are centered around those
we’ve lost, based on healing

and honoring our loved
ones. A highlight of the
performance for Dean will
be “The Kontakion,” not
only with combining the
two choirs but accompanied
by Dr. Chad Winterfeldt,
Cantor of Christ Chapel, on
the organ.

Enriching opportunities
such as these collaborations
with professional ensembles
is  beneficial to both
professionals and students,
even at a liberal arts school
such as Gustavus with
students of various majors
and involvements. “I think
that there are universal
things we can learn from
each other. Sharing ideas
- whether or not they are
musical, human expression,
or how we interpret the
world around us - are
all good reasons to share
information with each other
in this type of setting,” Dean

said.

The NLC and the
Gustavus Choir, amongst
others, last worked

T.

Il

together in 2022 for the F.
Melius Christiansen 151st
Anniversary Concert,
in celebration of the
notable Norwegian choral
conductor. “I was fortunate
enough to collaborate with
them my first year in choir
at the FMC concert and
celebration. I'm very excited
to work with them during
my senior year and sing
some Gustavus traditions
pieces like ‘The Kontakion’
and ‘Praise To The Lord,”
Gustavus Choir President
Senior Eli Spurgeon said.

“I am so excited to work
with the National Lutheran
Choir because we will get to
connect with some Gustie
alumni, and get to know
people within the wider
community of Lutheran
choirs,” Gustavus Choir Co-
Vice President Senior Eva
McClelland said.

Join the Gustavus
Choir in  collaboration
with the award-winning
National Lutheran Choir
at 7:30 p.m. on Oct. 30th
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in Christ Chapel, in their
Lead Me Home: A Concert of
Remembrance concert series.
Tickets can be purchased
at https:/ /www.nlca.
com/lead-me-home, with
Gustavus students, faculty,
and staff able to attend for
free. Lead Me Home, centered
around All Saints’” Day,
will honor the fragility and
beauty of life.

“Anytime we can, we
should take a minute to
pause in our busy lives
and reflect on our human
connections, with each other
and those we’ve loved and
lost, away from the bustle
of day to day life. The music
will certainly be inspiring,
but the message will be very
timely and important to us,”

Dean said.

“The music will
certainly be inspiring,
but the message will

be very timely and
important to us.”
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Tales from Ghostavus’ First

The Ghostavian Weekly

Interdimensional Student

ast year, as a part of a
new initiative to promote
multiversal iversity,
Ghostavus has started
accepting admissions from alter-
nate planes of existence, includ-
ing different dimensions and al-
ternate timelines. To ‘get the ball
rolling’, Admissions has started
a foreign exchange program with
the University of the Fifth Plane.

As this program is still
new, only one student from ei-
ther school has accepted, due to
the possible complications of in-
terdimensional travel. Jeremiah
Baker, a 6lst-year communica-
tions major, stepped up to be the
first Ghostavian student to study
in a different plane. Despite be-
ing a communications major,
Baker has failed to communicate
with anyone on campus, raising
some slight concerns amongst
faculty.

Meanwhile, Ghostavus wel-
comes its first interdimensional
student, whose name has been
described as “largely unintelli-
gible.” The student ¥1as agreed
to be referred to as ‘Randy” until
further notice. Randy is major-
ing in Temporal Physics with a
minor in Undead Languages.

“It's hard not having a

corporal form. People constantly
bu£ e me in line or sit in my seat,
unti%l tell them I'm there. The first
few times, they freak out and look
all around for where my voice is
coming from,” Randy said, “but
after that we’re on pretty good
terms.”

“They’ve been adjusting sur-
prisingly well,” remarked Rob
Graves, Randy’s Temporal Phys-
ics advisor, “The only real issue is
their attendance. Since they don’t
have a physical form, it’s hard to
know if they’re actually in class or
not. They say that they slept past
their alarm in our timeline, but
made it to class in another one,
which I suppose explains their
high grades.”

Though Graves does his best
to support Randy, not everyone
is as accommodating. “It seems
like some people give me the cold
shoulder,” said Randy, “Though,
I can’t be certain, as I don’t have
a shoulder. I don’t know if it’s be-
cause I don’t have a corporal form
like everyone else here, Eut people
look right through me.”

When the exchange program
was first proposed, several issues
were raised. One of the most com-
mon being how an interdimen-
sional student would live on cam-

Photo of Randy
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pus— what would their housing
situation be? What would the
student eat? Though it hasn’t
been a semester yet, what does
Ghostavus’ first interdimension-
al student have to say?

“Though it's not too bad,
it's clear that the campus wasn't
made with other dimensional be-
ings in mind,” Randy lamented,
“I realize it's not very feasible
this early into the program, but
I'd love to see an Interdimension-
al dorm or apartment building,
as it can be hard to find places to
incorporate all my planes of ex-
istence. Though beings from my
plane don’t require food in the
traditional sense, I still find my-
self yearning for a taste of home,
so to say. It’s also rather hard for
my parents to come visit me on
family weekend, as time isn’t as
solid a concept back home”

Despite the issues that may
arise from being an interdimen-
sional student, it seems that the
majority of Ghostavus’ staff, fac-
ulty, and students have all ac-
cepted Randy as part of the com-
munity.

“Ireally do like it here. I feel
an overall sense of warmth from
the community, even if I can’t
feel actual warmth”

Eric Hofer
Features Editor

ave you felt under the

weather lately? Are

you finding yourself

more fatigued than
normal? If so, then you might
have caught a case of the flu or
a new disease being called the
‘Campus Clone’. Though the
Campus Clone initially imitates
symptoms typically associated
with the flu— particularly chills,
fatigue, headaches, sore throats,
or sneezing— it has one distin-
guishing symptom. After a few
days of feeling sick, a clone will
spawn somewhere near you, at-
tempting to imitate you to the
best of their ability.

“One day, I got to class a
few minutes late,” commented
sophomore Skeleton Studies ma-
jor Elvis Bone, “I was shocked
to see my clone was already in
class, giving my presentation. I
thought it was doing an awful
job, climbing on top of desks and
screeching like a banshee. But
apparently my professor was
impressed, since she gave me a
96% and a comment saying that
I was really persuasive.”

Though some students ma
have positive experiences Witﬁ
their clones, the vast majority of

The Ghostavus Board of Necromancers 1s
seeking a new acting president. The posi-
tion 1s expected to last 15-20 minutes, as
late president Will Dai-Sun 1s expected to
be revived by the end of the meeting.
If you’re interested, please send and email
to necroboard@ghostavus.edu

reports have been negative, rang-
ing from them making a fool of
their host to nearly getting their
host expelled, until further inves-
tigation revealed it was the act of a
clone.

“I know it’s a big issue, but I
think it’s important to take advan-
tage of the opportunities this can
give us,” said senior Ectoplasm
Sciences major Vicki Timm, “It’s
been great having a scapegoat for
everything that I mess up. I abso-
lutely fumbled one of my labs re-
cently, but I just blamed it on my
clone and my professor let me redo
it.”

Health professionals encour-
age taking the same steps as you
would to prevent the flu from
spreading, such as maintaining hy-
giene, washing your hands, keep-
in% your room clean, and wearing
a face mask. To limit the damage

our clone can do, Health Services

as started supplying free clothing
items to help ci[i)stinguish yourselt
from your clone, such as bright
pink scarves or propeller hats. A
Health Services worker will write
down what item you chose, so in
the case of a rogue clone, the col-
lege will know which one is the
real you.

Clones

Catching the Campus Clone

“ Yeah, I think this is a good
idea,” regarded Health Services
employee Bryan Hart, “I'm not a
clone and I can affirm that we’re
giving them out only to real peo-
ple. But, I don’t think it's a very
serious phenomenon. It's not like
us clones are thinking of taking
over campus, or anything. Just
proceed as normal.”

While the Campus Clone may
cause confusion and embarrass-
ment, it’s believed that the clones
will disappear as your health
starts improving. Until then, it
seems that Ghostavus is adjust-
ing with a mixture of creativity
and humor, doing their best to
ensure that no one’s clone will
Completelﬁ derail their life— just
making them a small inconve-
nience.

“We encourage students
and staff to remain diligent, but
not panicked,” said Muriel Kil-
dall, Director of Health Services,
“Clones may imitate you, sneak
into your room, or make a fool
of yourself, but with some plan-
ning ahead and zany clothes, you
can stay in control. Remember,
it’s still your campus, even if it’s
briefly shared with another you.”

Submitted
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Soph White
Opinion Columnist

interwebs, you may have

come upon the TikTok and
Instagram page of Joey Morof,
who is a content creator and
self-described kombucha fa-
natic. Ultimately to say, this is
mostly a random person who
has entered your lives in a ‘loa-
fable’” way.

Get it? Loafable. Loaf.

Stealing a loaf of bread!

For those who do not un-
derstand what any of this has
meant so far, let me catch you
up to speed. This all begins
with Hugh Jackman'’s role as
Jean Valjean in the Academy
and Golden Globe Award-win-
ning film, Les Misérables.

I was first forced to watch
it by my loving partner, who
continues to beg me to watch it
with him.

“l was first forced to
watch it by my loving
partner, who continues
to beg me to watch it
with him.”

It was indeed a sad movie,
but with repetition, it became
a comical movie to try and sing
along with. If you've watched
the film, you know the reference
to 24601, which is the number
given to Jean Valjean as a pris-
oner forced to do penal labor.
You also know about Javert,
who is his “probation officer” for
all intents and purposes, as well
as a rival — or maybe lover, un-
likely, but the sexual tension is
there — to Jean.

You might also know the
crime that got him committed—
stealing a loaf of bread to feed
his starving sister’s children. All
that to say, Jean is this pretty al-
truistic dude that talks with God
and adopts the child of a sex

If you've frequented the

OPINION

Page

when your dreamyof seeing
hugh jackman live is finally
coming true, but now all you
can think about is the tiktok
guys who impersonates him

I'm not sorry about the brain rot content.

worker who asked him to take
care of her daughter as her dy-
ing wish.

During the songs sung by
Jackman, his singing follows
a Broadway style (nasally, for-
ward vocal tone, and a lot of
chest voice) with an abundance
of vibrato. I would call this the
“grandparent” style of singing,
in my personal opinion. If you
go to a church where a lot of
elderly people are singing, you
may notice an overly redundant
use of vibrato (the subtle, contin-
uous oscillation of pitches) and
question if sheep walked into the
sanctuary.

“If you go to a church
where a lot of elderly
people are singing,
you may notice an
overly redundant use
of vibrato (the subtle,
continous oscillation
of pitches) and ques-
tion if sheep walked
into the sanctuary.”

This all being said, I don't
actually think Jackman is a bad

singer.

In fact, I think part of the rea-
son he sings that way is to con-
vey the emotion and goals of his
character, Jean Valjean. What I
think is funny about Jackman’s
singing fully comes down to the
impression that Joey Morof does
of Jackman as Jean Valjean.

Like, who is this random
dude just making Valjean-ified
parodies of songs like “Mask
Off” by Kendrick Lamar and
“Golden Slumber (Once There
Was a Way to Get Back Home)”
from the movie Sing?

“Upon doing thorough
research on Joey Mo-
rof, I've come to find
that he is an artist...or
rather a self-employed
actor.”

Upon  doing  thorough
research on Joey Morof, I've come
to find that he is an artist....or
rather a self-employed actor. Not
only does Morof do impressions
of Jackman’s character from Les
Misérables, but also everyone’s
favorite creature: Mort from the
2005 film Madagascar (literally

came out the year most of
us were born). Mort is also a
singing connoisseur of sorts,
but switches out stealing
loaves of bread for his yearning
towards King Julian’s feet.
Alongside Mort, there is his
Miranda Sings impression,
which leaves me feeling sad
that we are still acknowledging
the existence of Miranda Sings,
so I won’t dwell on it any
longer than this one sentence.

I do find Morof to be quite
witty and quick with his words
when it comes to making
parodies out of songs to the
point where my sister, our
friend, and I have attempted
to do multiple replications
of Morof’s Hugh Jackman
impression to songs we enjoy
in the car. Some songs we
attempted were “Love On the
Brain” by Rihanna, which was
then redubbed “Loaf on the
Bread” and “Back to December”
by Taylor Swift, which became
“Back to Loaf-tember”. There
was both a simplicity and
brilliance to the excessive brain
rot that we indulged that day.
Never have I felt more human,
in all its complexities, until I

SorH WHITE

is On My For Hugh

Submitted

was asking people on campus if
they wished they could go back
to Loaf-tember.

“Never have | felt
more human, in all its
complexitities, until |
was asking people on

campus if they wished
they could go back to
Loaf-tember.”

Many individuals who may
be reading this article have likely
decided to stop reading within
the first few lines, because they
do not understand these refer-
ences, and are really missing out.
True humanity is about bear-
ing witness to the most absurd
things and deciding to laugh at
them and judging them silently
in your head. All that to say,
I hope your fall break is full of
loaves and bread.
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The Bite Me Tour: Concert Review

Katelyn Benschoter
Professional Fangirl

t only 25 years old singer-song-
Awriter Reneé Rapp has had a
very successful career. From
being on Broadway to now selling out tours,
she has done so much at such a young age.
On Oct. 10th, I had the pleasure of attending
the Minneapolis stop on the Bite Me tour at
The Armory. This concert was a great time
from start to finish, and this was evident in
my voice the next day, or perhaps the lack
of. This concert had something for every-
one; she had gut-wrenchingly sad ballads,
feel-good upbeat songs, and everything in
between. Rapp is a very good performer,
and I would recommend her show to any-
one looking for a fun evening.

I have been looking forward to seeing
Reneé Rapp live for quite a while, and I re-
gret not seeing her on her tour for the album
Snow Angel. Also knowing that she has a
lot of experience with musical theater such
as winning the Jimmy Awards and playing
Regina George in Mean Girls: The Musical
on Broadway, I expected her to be an excel-
lent performer. Compared to a lot of other
current pop stars, she has technical training
to sing and dance on stage, and has done so
in the theater world. She certainly lived up
to all of my expectations. Rapp started the
show with a dramatic entrance, something
almost out of a theater production. She was
up on a high pedestal behind a red curtain,
giving the effect that she was levitating in
the air as she sang a snippet of “Everything
to Everyone” from her debut EP of the same
name. Then, as the curtain dropped, Rapp
went right into her lead single “Leave Me
Alone” off Bite Me. This was such a fun
way to start the show as she paid homage
to where she started in her music career,

and now where she is currently. After the
opening number, she played many of her
fun upbeat songs to start the show such
as “Kiss It, Kiss It,” “Poison Poison,” and
“Mad.” This was such a good way to start
the show, as it brought the energy up in-
stantly. It can become difficult to stay hyped
and energized at concerts when you stand
outside for hours and then spend even more
time inside waiting for the concert to start.
But from the second Rapp came out on that
stage, the energy in the air was electric. She
has an incredible stage presence and did an
excellent job at using the entire stage. I gen-
uinely do not think there was a bad spot in
the house. While I admit this was the closest
I have ever been to an artist at the Armory,
I think no matter where I would’ve been in
the venue, it would have been just as good
a show.

As Rapp’s set continued through her
discography, her performance evoked many
different emotions. This show genuinely had
it all. From resentful songs such as “Why is
She Still Here?” and “I Think I Like You
Better When You’re Gone” to reflective
and vulnerable songs such as “Sometimes,”
“In the Kitchen,” and “Snow Angel.” Ex-
periencing this concert and her wide array
of themes in her music made me appreci-
ate her more as an artist. While she certain-
ly has a certain R&B and Pop sound, she
experiments a lot with her music. She also
writes most of her own music and puts a lot
of herself into it. It was clear that she was
very connected to her music when watch-
ing her perform these songs on stage. Dur-
ing “Snow Angel,” one of her most popular
and emotional ballads, she got teary-eyed.
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Photo of Reneé Rapp Preforming

Seeing her be this vulnerable and still con-
necting so much with her songs was a really
unique experience to see as a fan, and made
me close to getting teary eyed myself. On
the note of fan interaction, there was quite a
bit of it at this show. From the second song
of the night, there was a kiss cam for the
song “Kiss it Kiss it.” As well as there were
a lot of homemade signs that Rapp would
read and compliment during the show. In
particular, during the song “I Think I Like
You Better When You’re Gone,” there was
a fan project that was planned using social
media. Fans printed off sheets of paper that
said the words “We like you better in Min-
nesota.” The song is very emotional and
explores the idea of missing someone while
simultaneously knowing it is better that they
are not around you anymore. Despite the
emotions the song conveys, Rapp was smil-
ing ear to ear when she saw all of the signs.
She clearly was so happy and shocked at the
sheer number of people who had planned
this for her. I had seen a few posts about this
fan project happening, but I had not thought
too much of it. But as I looked around the
venue, there were hundreds of these papers.
It was a really fun moment during the show,
and in return for our kindness, Rapp added
a special ending to the song. She sang what
people are calling a siren, where she sang I
like you better in Minnesota over and over.
It was very fun to have a moment that was
unique to this stop at the tour, and is one of
my favorite memories from the night.

Overall, Rapp put on an incredible show
from start to finish. She is not only a fun
performer, but she is also super funny.
When it came time on the set for Rapp to

Submitted

sing “Not My Fault” from the 2024 Mean
Girls movie, she only sang about 30 sec-
onds of it before she stopped. This was
really confusing, but knowing her humor,
I knew there had to be something more.
She paused and said something to the ex-
tent of “I don’t want to play this song, or
“Too Well,”” referring to a song off her EP
that fans always request. She was purposely
teasing the fans because she knows they al-
ways want it. And then she said, “Play that
song I really like, “ which led us into the last
song of the night which was “At Least I'm
Hot.” This song is super upbeat and makes
total sense to end the show with. But unlike
most concerts I have been to in the last few
years, when she played the last song, that’s
where it ended. There has been a trend of
having a planned encore, and has resulted
in fans expecting there to still be something
more even when the last song was played.
Rapp decided to not do that, and ended on
one final note. I think it is very fitting for her
to think that that idea is sort of strange and
to just end the show when she sees fit. And I
do think it was a fitting song to end the show
on despite looking forward to hearing “Not
My Fault” as my friends and I made shirts
with the lyrics on them. My point being
when Reneé Rapp performs, it is not only
the music, it’s the story, the vocals, her hu-
mor, dancing, etc. She gives you the whole
show, and I heavily enjoyed it and would
definitely want to see her in concert again.
I think in the grand scheme of music, she is
just starting out her career, and I can’t wait
to see what’s next for her in terms of her
future albums and tours.
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Gustavus Football
Triumphs over St. Olaf Rivals

Gusties take home their first win of the season

Football team celebrates touchdown on enemy turf

Alayna Boe
Sports Writer

fter traveling to
ANorthfield this past
Saturday, Gustavus
Football faced off on the field
against St. Olaf. A formidable
opponent, the Gusties knew
they would have to give it
their best from both sides
of the ball. Although the
teams battled back and
forth, the Gusties managed
to pull away from the Oles
to complete their first win of
the season, also marking their
first conference game win as
well. Between supporters’
cheers, diligent coaching from
staff, and the cooperation of
players, the Gusties were able
to pull away for a victorious
final score of 35-21.

In the first quarter
Gustavus came on strong with
a 48-yard kick from Senior
Owen Forsythe. The opening
five minutes of the game were
a back-and-forth of drive
attempts between Gustavus
and St. Olaf. Both teams were
relentless in their refusal to
give up yards, and a stalemate

of sorts seemed apparent
between the two teams until
Junior Chance Swansson, a
defensive back, intercepted a
pass from St. Olaf. Swansson
seized the opportunity in his
hand and made the field his
own, blazing a 40-yard return
down the field to secure the
first touchdown for Gustavus.
Forsythe followed with a
good kick attempt to bring
the score to 7-0. The Oles
were not to be discouraged,
however. ~ With back-and-
forth drive attempts, the
Oles worked their way down
the field to the GAC 15-yard
line, where Senior Connor
McCormick stepped in with
an interception to turn the
ball back into Gustavus’s
hands. The remainder of
the first quarter was a solid
match-up, neither team being
able to score on the other until
the final 36 seconds, when
St. Olaf attempted a 44-yard
field goal that ended up being
successful. At the end of the
first quarter, the Gusties were
leading 7-3.

Gustavus had excellent
momentum going into the

second quarter, leading, and
the Oles had the fire lit under
them to strive for success. The
opening ten minutes were a
brutal battle with little gain for
either side. The Oles quietly
crept closer to the Gustavus
touchdown zone and had a
standout push at the GAC 15-
yard line to run down another
12 yards before accomplishing
their first touchdown of the
game to bring the score to 10-
7. Gustavus football surged
forward, wasting none of the
remaining 5 minutes of the
first half. The Gusties chipped
away at the yards ahead of
them, breaking through when
Sophomore Walker Hennen
caught a pass of 32 yards to
bring the Gusties to the edge
of another touchdown, where
the team was able to close the
final 6 yards, bringing the
score of the second quarter
to 14-10 with nine seconds
remaining on the clock.

A close game so far, the
second half was no exception,
withhigh energy and tensions.
Neither team was willing to
take their foot off the gas, and
the Gusties were determined

to hold onto their lead. As the
clock ticked down in the 3rd
quarter, a 20-yard punt return
by Swansson improved the
team’s position to the 44-yard
line. Sophomore Dylan Blount
was able to make a successful
44-yard pass to Senior Caden
Kleinschmidt, reeling in yet
another touchdown for the
Gusties to further the lead
to 21-10. Gustavus was able
to hold on to their lead and
maintain the score through
the end of the third quarter.
With one quarter left to go,
the Gusties sought to keep up
the great work and accomplish
their first win of the season.
Another connection between
Blount and Kleinschmidt
early in the fourth resulted
in  another  touchdown,
improving the score to 28-10.
The Oles managed to muster
one last touchdown and
two-point conversion with
an added field goal to close
the gap to 28-21. Gustavus
remained unsatisfied and
cemented their victory with
less than three minutes in the
game, Blount finding Hennen
near the sidelines for a 54-

Gustauvs Sports Information - Zoe Haugen

yard touchdown. After this
play, the win was imminent.
Gustie fans and players alike
went wild on the sidelines in
celebration of a well-played
game.

The game was a
season high for both the
team and individual players
alike. While the game was
the first of the season in the
wins column, Blount had
his best performance of the
season, completing 22-of-37
passes for 333 yards and four
touchdowns.  Kleinschmidt
was the best of the receivers
with 136 yards and 2 scores
over 7 catches. Hennen was
also able to tack on 86 more
yards to his season stats,
as well as a touchdown
on 2 receptions. Swansson
was also recognized for his
pick-six and outstanding
play this weekend. After an
interception followed by a 40-
yard run in the first quarter,
he aided the Gusties to the
opening points of the game.
His performance earned him
the MIAC Football Defensive
Player of the Week award.



