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Moe Lecture Breaks Down Gender Barriers

Linnea Noeldner
Staff Writer

n March 19th, 2025
starting at 7:30 pm,
the Moe Visiting

Lectureship has Dr. Chanda
Prescod-Weinstein stepping
on stage in Alumni Hall to
give some words of expe-
rience, wisdom, and encoura-
gement to Gustavus students.
The talk is free not only for
Gusties but additionally staff
members, peers, and other
people of the public who are
interested in the realities of di-
versity in the STEM field.

The Moe Visiting Lectu-
reship allows for the Gender,
Women, Sexualities Studies
program (GWSS) to bring in
key feminist speakers to Gus-
tavus to help educate them
on their experiences in their
fields of work and study which
includes but is not limited to
physics and astronomy, as Dr.
Prescod-Weinstein teaches, as
well as anthropology, biology,
philosophy, and many more
areas of study.

This focuses on the inter-
disciplinary and intersectional
essence of the department and
opens up the floor to the peo-
ple they bring in to share the
diversity they’ve experienced
with Gusties.

Dr. Chanda Prescod-Weins-
tein is a Black, Jewish, queer
scientist and is a very decorated
and devoted individual, being
heavily involved as a theore-
tical physicist working at the
intersection of particle physics,
cosmology, and astrophysics.
She is a founding member of
the Vera C. Rubin Observatory
Dark Matter Working Group
and is the lead axion wrangler
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Following her upbringing,
Dr. Prescod-Weinstein has been
involved from the start, as her
mother, Margaret Prescod, was
a journalist and activist who-
se investigative work helped
expose the Southside Slayer,
a serial killer who targeted
Black women in Los Angeles
from the 1980s to 90s. Having
gone to Harvard when she was
only 17, where she earned her
M.S. in Astronomy and comp-
leted her Ph.D. in Physics, Dr.
Prescod-Weinstein has excelled
in the ways of STEM as well
as being an advocate for social
justice.

“She shows that science,
society, and justice are not
separate. Not only excluding
people, but how people have
misused science to treat people
badly and she is able to recog-
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nize that,” Gustavus professor
in astrophysics, physics, physics
education, and space science,
Darsa Donelan said.

In this way, Dr. Prescod-We-
instein’s lecture serves as both
alesson in scientific inquiry and
a vital conversation on social
justice. The insights she shares
will encourage Gusties to think
about the broader implications
of their work, not only in terms
of academic achievement but
also in terms of the values they
uphold and promote in their
interactions with others. By
drawing connections between
the personal and the academic,
Dr. Prescod-Weinstein exemp-
lifies how the sciences can be
a tool for change and progress
in society, and how inclusivity
in STEM leads to a richer, more
innovative scientific landscape.

Several organizations and in-
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volvements Dr. Prescod-Weins-
tein has been a part of include,
but are not limited to Particles
for Justice, Cite Black Women
in Physics and Astronomy Bib-
liography, National Society
of Black Physicists, National
Society of Hispanic Physicists,
SACNAS, American Astrono-
mical Society Committee for
Sexual Orientation and Gen-
der Minorities in Astronomy
(SGMA), all involvements
that push towards inclusion in
STEM.

Dr. Prescod-Weinstein is the
first physicist to be invited to the
Moe Lecture in its 25-year his-
tory, signaling a recognition that
science is deeply connected to
issues of race, gender, and jus-
tice. Her book, The Disordered
Cosmos: A Journey into Dark
Matter, Spacetime, and Dreams
Deferred, was previously re-

ferred to in courses taught at
Gustavus, including Dolelan’s
J-Term of prior years. The book
gives a deeper dive into what
it’s like to be a black woman in
predominantly male and white
fields of physics.

“When we have more inclu-
sion in the sciences, we get
more diversity of thought, we
get better sciences. And having
someone that can really speak
to that is really powerful,” Do-
nelan said.

With the information and
insight Dr. Chanda Prescod-We-
instein will be bringing in, it is
recommended for Gusties to
take away the action of open
thinking, especially on “how
they treat each other and how
they view themselves,” as Do-
nelan mentioned.

As Professor Donelan sug-
gests, embracing these ideas can
foster a culture of open-minded-
ness that is essential for creating
meaningful change—whether
in the sciences or in society at
large. It's a chance for students,
staff, and others to engage with
critical ideas that challenge the
status quo and to consider how
they can be part of a movement
that reshapes the future of
science and society in a more
inclusive and equitable direc-
tion.

“Everyone is capable and
has the right to study what they
want to study,” Donelan said.

Each Gustie has a different
goal and pursuit and Dr. Chan-
da Prescod-Weinstein’s speech
will provide an open-minded
space for a broader perception
of what students are capable of
within their identity.
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Events Calendar

Karaoke and Coloring
March 14, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Three Crowns Room

Sippin’ and Splashin’
March 15, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Lund Pool

Just Dance with the PAs: Glow and Flow
March 17, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Alumni Hall

2025 Student Employment Job Fair
March 19. 10:00-11:30 a.m.
Alumni Hall

Chapel Break

Chapel Break - Morning Praise:
Tuesdays (Christ Chapel)
11:30 - 11:50 a.m.

Chapel and Chill on the go:
Mondays (check @gac_chaplains)
10 -10:35 a.m.

Rosary Prayer
Tuesdays (Multifaith Center | Chapel basement)
11:30-11:50 a.m.

Chapel Break:

Tuesdays and Thursdays
(Christ Chapel)

11:30 - 11:50 a.m.
Mindfulness Meditation
Thursdays (Multifaith Center)

Student Senate Updates

Provost Brenda Kelly came to talk to the full
Senate about current legislative issues and how
they affect Gustavus. If you have any questions
or concerns with anything please reach out to g-

responseteam@gustavus.edu

Student Senate will be holding a panel in collabo-
ration with the BookMark in order to address stu-
dent’s concerns surrounding the Slingshot textbook
program. The panel will be held on March 24th
from 5:30 to 6:30 pm in the Heritage Room. Reach
out to tbpolley@gustavus.edu with any questions

Ethics committee ran a successful election and we
are pleased to welcome Senator Jahnsen for Class
of 2026 representative, Senator Hofer as Sohre hall
representative, and Senator Balcomb as SWest
hall representative. Thank you to everyone who
got engaged with the voting process and be on the
lookout for more Student Senate updates

Contact Public Relations Chairs Andrew Baertsch or Reese Orn
with any questions at Andrewbaertsch@gustavus.edu or
Reeseorn@gustavus.edu!

Follow the Student Senate Instagram! : gac.studentsenate

Campus Safety Report

The public log hasn’t been updated....

Contact the Campus Safety office 24 hours a day at
507-933-8888.

CAB Spotlight

Moraya Patsy is our Social Media Executive and has done a great job tak-
ing over our social media pages! She has many fun ideas, and is very cre-
ative. She adds so much to our team, and is a great representation of CAB.

CAB Spotlights are written and provided by 2025 Co-Presidents
Katelyn Benschoter and Fran Lindgren to recognize CABbies or
events!

GRACE LATOURELLE
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Our poor gnome has been
kidnapped and is being
held for unknown
mysterious reasons, if you
see him please call!
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Johnathan Cordano
Senior Correspondant

Willa Brown
Head Copy Editor

ith the end of
our final school
year rapidly

approaching, us seniors are
reaching the point of bittersweet
endings and soon-to-be new
beginnings. Or perhapsjust bitter
endings. With the absence of
Senior Week, many of us seniors
are preemptively mourning
the loss of a cornerstone part
of the liberal arts experience:
Connection. A 50+ year old
tradition at Gustavus was cut as
a part of the overhaul of changes
that warped our academic lives
this year. The college expects us
to happily receive our diplomas
on May 4th and vacate the
premises by 9 am. the next
morning. With this comes the
heartbreak of a lack of closure to
our college experience; the loss
of connection and community
building for us before we go
off into the real world and
possibly never see each other
again is disheartening. After
all, community is touted as one
of Gustavus’ five core values.
All of these cancellations are

seemingly  without reason,
aside from administrative
sloth and insolence.

Now, for those of you who
may not know what the school’s
proposed solution is, let us
enlighten you. They call them
“Senior  Celebration  Days”
which are in no way an accurate

p
A disgruntled Senior ho
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ive Us Senior Week or
Give Us Death!

replacement for Senior Week.
They aren’t even full days. We
have been given a handful of
random dates throughout the
next two months to “celebrate”
with our fellow graduates.
One was this past Wednesday,
March 12th. It was a short event
in Alumni Hall that lasted 2
hours. It boasted free food,
alcohol, swag, etc. Don't forget
the pictures with our President,
Becky B! The next proposed
“day” is March 19th, 2025. It's an
evening (3-9 p.m.) at the Mall of
America where each individual
chooses a voucher for either a
round of mini golf, a SeaLife
pass, or 3 hours on rides. Wow,
that makes up for everything.
Thank you! Especially when you
used to go to Valley Fair or MoA
for an entire day! Anyway... the
final celebration days are the
weekend of the big event itself.
May 2nd boasts trivia and bingo
from 6-9 p.m. in Alumni Hall.
That’s it. That's the event. May
3rd is just labeled “Grad Party”
from 6-8 p.m. (again in Alumni
Hall. We can’t escape it!) where
we are encouraged to grab more
“free swag”, whatever that
means. They do have Waking
Hours, a local Gustavus ethereal
indie rock band, playing from
8-10 p.m. And then... Graduation
at 2 p.m. on the 4th. And then
we're forced to move out come
9 am. the following day. Erg.

All of this substitution and
Gustavus STILL added fuel to the
fire by putting our graduation
celebration inside Lund Arena.
They say it's because the weather
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(s it?)

is “unpredictable” but that’s the
case every single year! Turns
out, it's been deemed necessary
to have it inside not because of
inclement weather but because
of penny-pinching. Seems to be
a recurring theme for our class;
cut expenses where you can
and who cares about those truly
affected by it! In an email sent
out to Seniors about continuing
the tradition of donating $5 to
receive a tunnel tour, Assistant
Director of the Gustavus Fund
Lauren Berg said “Dating back to
the 1900s, the tradition of giving a
gift back to the college has never
been about money, but more
about the participation of the
Senior Class bonding together to
make something great happen.”
That's great, but why would we
donate to continue your tradition
when you've ripped away our
biggest bonding tradition of all?

It seems admins are
overlooking how devastating
these changes are and the
repercussions they will have
going forwards. One big
oversight they seem to have is
that the class of 25 will soon
be Gustavus Alumni. Don't
expect that we will forget this
kick in the face anytime soon.
The emotional devastation this
brings will significantly reduce
our satisfaction with our college
experience, thus making us far
less likely to donate back to the
school as we continue on with
our lives post-grad. Mind you,
alumni donations play a large
part in keeping the college
afloat, and any hit to that money

is a direct hit to the school.

Furthermore, this
change directly impacts
recruitment, an area that the
school has been trying to expand
in recent years amidst declining
enrollment numbers. The more
that Gustavus Administration
takes and takes from our college
experience, the less inclined
we’ll be to advocate for Gustavus
to prospective students. From
athletic recruitment to admitted
student days, it will be hard to
vouch for a school that touts
such good school statistics
when they can’t even provide
something as simple -and
yet so deeply important- as
Senior Week to its students.

Another thing
Gustavus’ Administration
seems to be overlooking is
how these changes will impact
first-generation and working
students who rely on the
connection that a liberal arts
experience  provides. While
Senior Week is an opportunity
to let loose and celebrate the
hard work and success we've
achieved over the last four years,
it's also an opportunity to meet
the handful of people we never
got a chance to talk to before. It's
a chance to meet an unexpected
friend or find future colleagues.
By taking  Senior = Week
away, Gustavus deprives its
students of key life experiences
and lessons that would
otherwise take them far in life.

And now, the moment
you have all been waiting for;
our proposed solutions. First off,

we have started paper petitions
for you all to sign. If one finds
its way to you, write your name
down STAT! We know a lot of
you are as outraged as us, so
let’s start somewhere together.
Second, we want Senior Week
back for good. We worked very
hard during our years here,
and we're being kicked to the
curb in return. Our proposal
is a Senior move-out day on
Saturday, May 10th. This allows
for five days of decompression
and community for Seniors to
close out our college experience
on a high note! In past years,
these days have included things
like a Dive Dance, a President’s
Banquet, and the renowned Bar
Crawl! These things would be
very easy to orchestrate and, in
fact, many seniors are able and
willing to help in the planning
of these events. Moreover, these
things help to stimulate local
infrastructure both on campus as
well as in St. Peter in its bars and
restaurants. There are seemingly
NO downsides. If you're an
underclassman and think this
does not apply to you, think
again. Who knows what next
big change Gustavus will spring
on its students! So, instead
of sitting behind anonymous
YikYaks in anger, let us do
something about it in person.

Willa Brown
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Battle of the Sexes: Film Review

Katelyn Benschoter
Professional Fangirl

KATELYN BENSCHOTER

out what ones to watch? Well, sometimes you just stumble across one. And sometimes it turns out to be a great film. A happy accident, some may

say. This happened to me recently when I found myself on an airplane. There are limited options of the provided free movies, and I decided upon the
2017 film Battle of the Sexes. It stars Emma Stone and Steve Carrel portraying tennis stars Billie Jean King and Bobby Riggs, respectively. It is based on
the true story of the fight against sexism in sports. It is a great watch and has unfortunately remained very relevant.

If you are anything like me, you probably have a never ending list of films you want to watch. But, with so many movies out there, how do you figure

The film follows Billie Jean King as she becomes the number one female tennis player. In her new level of fame, she discovers she is getting paid signifi-
cantly less than the male players who aren’t even half as good as her. This leads her to start a movement and make a statement. She rallies with fellow
female tennis players to create their own tournaments and a space to get paid what they deserve. This leads all of the “protesters” to be dropped by the
tennis establishment. There was outrage amongst male viewers in this movie and a shared mindset that women had no place on the tennis court. This
led male tennis star Bobby Riggs to challenge Billie Jean King to a match titled “The Battle of the Sexes,” with the intention behind it being to prove that a
woman could never beat a man in tennis. The film tackles the deep history of sexism embedded in sports. And even though this true story was from the
seventies, it is still very relevant to current society. Whether it is the media telling a woman she should retire because she is too old, or a women’s basket-
ball team having significantly less funding, this film has stayed relevant and serves as an excellent reminder that issues are still prevalent.

My favorite aspect of the film was Emma Stone; she simply never misses. One of the most impressive aspects of Stone’s acting is her range and seeing her
take on the role proves that. She was both humorous and hard, which humanized the woman behind a very famous story. It is easy to forget that, when
events like this occur, behind the movement is just a woman. And that woman has just as many struggles as the next. Stone, being the seasoned actress
she is, did a great job at portraying this. I also really found myself enjoying the shots of the actual tennis playing. In a film based around a sport, nailing
the shots of said sport is crucial. Another excellent example of this would be from the 2025 film Challengers. Challengers used similar techniques of a
shaky camera to demonstrate action as well as overhead shots. As a former tennis player, I found it enjoyable to get to see some of the points actually be
played. Further, as the plot was proving that women can beat a man in tennis, it was smart to allow the audience to see that. All in all, the acting in this

was great and took the story up to another level.

One aspect of the film that surprised me most was the storyline of King’s sexuality. When watching a sports comedy, that was not something I expected
to play a part but it contributed quite a bit. As I mentioned prior, this film shed light on aspects of the Battle of the Sexes match that might not have been
public knowledge. In the film, King has an affair while on the road in a tournament with her hairdresser-turned-personal assistant Marilyn Barnett. This
played a role in every aspect of her character from the way she carried herself, having to lie, and even how she played in matches. Watching King strug-
gle with this secret once again helped humanize the character and, consequently, the real person behind the story. It also serves as an excellent form of
representation. We often see queer characters in the media who are loud and proud about their sexuality, but this is not an easy thing to do. Seeing such a

powerful figure have this struggle is important to young athletes who may feel the same way.

Allin all, great films are hiding all around us. You never know when you may stumble across a film that leaves you thinking for hours. I was lucky
enough to stumble across Battle of the Sexes, and I would highly recommend it. If you enjoy sports, you should watch it. If you enjoy history, you should
watch it. Especially if you are a woman, you should watch it. It checks all the boxes and is a solid watch that is digestible to any viewer. So, whether you

find yourself in your dorm room or on a plane looking for a film, give it a go.

Submitted

Scene from Battle of the Sexes Film
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Men’s Hockey triumphs over St. Olaf at MIAC Playoffs

Stella Anderson Moye
Staff Writer

The Don Roberts Ice Rink was
packed to the brim as Gustie
students, family, and friends
came together to cheer on
and support the Gustavus
Men’s Hockey team as they
battled for the MIAC playoff
title. Gustavus played against
rival and reigning champions
St. Olaf. The Gusties sought
to bring home the title for
the first time since 2012 and
came out victorious after a
close game. This marks the
program’s  6th  conference
playoff title in history. The
game ended with a 2-1 win
over the Oles, advancing them
to the NCAA tournament, and
the celebration could be felt
throughout campus and St.
Peter.

The first period was
encompassed by a heated
stalemate between the teams.

Gustavus was relentless with
seven shots on goal, but St.
Olaf was unyielding to the
pressure. The teams battled
back and forth, with the roar
of the crowd intensifying as
every minute passed. The men
held their ground and played
with fiery enthusiasm. The first
period closed with the teams
tied at a score of 0-0.

Gustavus  kept up
the heat as the game entered
the second period. The men
came out blazing, with 3 shots
on goal in the first 5 minutes.
Shortly after, St. Olaf put up
the first point on the board
to take the lead. Gustavus
held them close, however,
determined not to let them get
away. For the next 4 minutes,
the teams swapped shots as
the puck raced back and forth
across the rink. Riku Brown,
a sophomore, retaliated to
Olaf with a scoring shot of his
own, bringing the score to an

even 1-1. Brown was aided
with an assist from Landon
Johnson, a fifth-year. After an
error from Gustavus resulting
in a penalty, St. Olaf had a
power play but to no avail.
The Gusties continued to build
momentum, win face-off after
face-off, and rack up shots on
goal. At the end of the second
period, the score remained
tied at 1-1.

In the final period,
Gustavus came out strong and
did not look back. 2 minutes
into the period, Brown scored
the second goal for the Gusties,
with an assist from Sophomore
Drew Holt. The rink erupted
with cheers as the Gustavus
Men'’s hockey team took the
lead for the first time in the
game. Feeling the momentum
from the goal and the crowd’s
energy, the Gusties did not
hold back. St. Olaf continued
to try to claw their way back
with weak shots on goal,

but to no avail. The Gusties
outskated them the entire way
through to the end, with goalie
Colin Androlewicz, a first-
year, totaling 26 saves in this
game alone, a save percentage
of 96%. Time continued to run
down on the clock, and the
Gusties did not let up. Cries
from fans shook the roof of the
rink. The game ended with a
decisive 2-1 win over St. Olaf,
advancing Gustavus to the
NCAA tournament.

The team has high hopes
for the tournament. Brown
said this about the season so
far and the outlook for the
remainder: “We are super
proud of our accomplishments
this season and how we have
come together as a group
with our coaching and hard
work. We have the group to
do something special, and we
are all excited that we get the
opportunity to prove it every
day. We want to keep it going

as long as possible so we get to
be with each other as much as
we can. This is our motivation
each and every day as we head
towards the nationals and try
to make a deep run!” The
men will travel to St. Norbert
College on Saturday to play in
the first round. Good luck and
go Gusties!

Men’s Hockey celebrates their playoffs advancement.

Breeley Ruble



