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Sustainability Interns Educate on Waste

Grace LaTourelle
Staff Writer, News Editor

With the Spring semester ful-
ly underway, the expectations
for students may become con-
voluted. One of these is waste
management. Despite the sig-
nage and guides located above
the waste receptacles, there may
still be questions and confusion.
The Sustainability Interns aim
to dispel misconceptions about
waste management as well as
provide education on the topic.

“...the production of waste
means something, that waste
goes somewhere after you are
done with it,” Sustainability
Intern and Sophomore Freya
Rising said.

In 2019, President Rebecca
Bergman set a Zero Waste goal
for Gustavus. This is defined
as 90% of waste being diverted
from the landfill or incinerator.
The Johnson Center for Environ-
mental Innovation helps to urge
our campus towards that goal.

As Sustainability Manager
Kari Wallin described, there are
several levels of waste manage-
ment on campus. While a piece
of waste may originate within
the dorm, it then has several
stops before its ultimate form.

According to a survey taken
in 2021, about 54% students
utilized their in-dorm compost
bins. Students bring the com-
post out to the yellow Kirbies
outside of their dorm. The
Grounds Crew picks up the
Kirbies and brings them to the
composter near Facilities.

Compost from Dining Ser-
vices makes up the most com-
post produced on campus. It is
composted for about 3 months,
mixed with leaves, and then
used in the flower beds around
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campus and on the Big Hill
Farm.

“If you look closely enough,
you might see some forks,”
Wallin laughed. “That’s because
it's coming through our com-
poster.”

However, compostable ob-
jects such as the forks, usually
go into the compactor. Once
compacted, the materials get
transported to the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Com-
munity Organics Recycling
Facility, which turns them into
high-grade fertilizer. Currently,
9-10 tonnes of composting is
produced each month, with
about 10-20% of it remaining on
campus to be used.

Composting has a 5% conta-
mination cutoff. However, grea-
ter that 5% contamination has
not happened yet on campus.

“We say, “When in doubt,
throw it out’, because it’s bet-
ter for things to get misorted
in trash than in compost...”
Wallin said. Wallin explained
that most of the incorrectly sor-
ted waste on campus is in the

form of compostables, such as
the ‘clamshell’ to-go containers

and coffee cups from the
Steamery and Courtyard
Cafe going  intothetrash

instead of the compost bins.
“...if we can divert this food
waste to compost, and reduce
our creation of other forms of
waste via practices like thrif-
ting, reusing items, recycling...
much less of our country...
would be taken up by landfills,
and much less trash would be
floating around our oceans,”
Sustainability Intern and Senior
Rachel Lester said.

From the dumpsters outside
of dorms, trash gets transpor-
ted to a landfill in Glencoe,
while recycling is brought to
the Materials Recycling Faci-
lity in Minneapolis. Similar to
composting, recycling also has
a 5% contamination cutoff. In
this case, contamination can
be food, beverage, or any other
substance that is non-recyclable.

“Food and recycling does
count as contamination. So rin-
sing it out is pretty important,”

Wallin said.

Wallin also noted that there
is difficulty with recycling cer-
tain types of plastics.

“You should still be trying
to recycle your plastics,” Wallin
said. “It's not worth giving up
entirely.”

The Sustainability interns
have also introduced two types
of object-specific recycling
initiatives to campus. TREX
recycling allows for students
to recycle plastic bags, Amazon
packaging, and bubble wrap.
For every 1,000 pounds
recycled, a bench can be crea-
ted. So far, Wallin noted five
of these benches on campus,
including the one outside of
the BookMark.

Terracycle is new this year
and allows students to recycle
personal hygiene items such
as cleaned and dried sham-
poo and body wash bottles,
deodorant, floss, toothbrushes,
and toothpaste. The current
bins are located in the Campus
Center, College View, North
Hall, Southwest Hall, and

Norelius Hall, though they are
hoping to put one in all of the
dorms. Wallin said that through
these initiatives, the Johnson
Center hopes to help students
do a better job of waste mana-
gement and sorting, as well as
understand the practice of it.

“We don’t expect people to
know all of the exact things that
go into each bin, but we love
talking to people about how to
sort it,” Wallin said.

The Sustainability Interns
also identified that another
viable option to improving
waste on campus is reducing
overall consumption.

“Waste management is im-
portant in many ways. One
of them is that the waste we
produce is a reflection of our
consumption and the earth’s
resources are not finite, nor
is the amount of carbon we
can put into the atmosphere
through the creation of these
consumable products before the
repercussions catch up to us,”
Rising said. “Great steps should
be using Gustieware located
in the Caf and using reusable
cups and containers...” Forsyth
explained that, to reach the col-
lege’s goals for sustainability,
student participation is crucial.
For more information, students
can email Wallin and the Sus-
tainability Interns, as well as
follow along on Instagram @
gacsustainability.

“I think as a whole we could
do better in thinking about
where our waste goes and who
it affects downstream...custo-
dial staff, waste haulers and
workers off-campus...” Wallin
said. “Sorting your waste is
just a good way to take care of
the land that we're on and the
planet as a whole, even if we're
just in one small corner of it.”
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Events Calendar

Line Us Show (100 Hour Challenge)
January 31, 9:00-10:00 p.m.
Alumni Hall

Dunkin Coffee and Donut Holes
(100 Hour Challenge)
February 1, 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.
GustieWELL

CAB Trip to Feed My Starving Children
February 1, 12:00-1:45 p.m.
Chanhassen, MN FMSC location

Inflatables & Acai SNL (100 Hour Challenge)
February 1, 8:30-11:00 p.m.
Lund Forum

Chapel Break

Chapel Break - Morning Praise:
Tuesdays (Christ Chapel)
11:30 - 11:50 a.m.

Chapel and Chill on the go:
Mondays (check @gac_chaplains)
10 -10:35 a.m.

Rosary Prayer
Tue, Thurs (Multifaith Center | Chapel basement)
11:30-11:50 a.m.

Chapel Break:

Tuesdays and Thursdays
(Christ Chapel)

11:30 - 11:50 a.m.
Mindfulness Meditation
Thursdays (Multifaith Center)

Student Senate Updates

Come back next week...

Contact Public Relations Chairs Andrew Baertsch or Reese Orn
with any questions at Andrewbaertsch@gustavus.edu or
Reeseorn@gustavus.edu!

Follow the Student Senate Instagram! : gac.studentsenate

Campus Safety Report

Sunday, January 12, 2025
* On Sunday, January 12, campus Safety took a report of theft of Gustavus

property.

Monday, January 13 2025
* On Monday, January 13, campus safety responded to a noise complain and
disorderly conduct in Norelius Hall.

Tuesday, January 21, 2025
* On Tuesday, January 21, campus safety responded to a fire alarm in South-

west Hall.

Contact the Campus Safety office 24 hours a day at
507-933-8888.

CAB Spotlight

Linnea Noelder was in charge of our Boom Boom Bingo SNL last Saturday
and did an excellent job. She always brings a fun energy to every event.
We love having her on our board!

CAB Spotlights are written and provided by 2025 Co-Presidents
Katelyn Benschoter and Fran Lindgren to recognize CABbies or
events!
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GUSTIE

Jenna Anderson
Staff Writer

his week’s Gustie of

I the Week is Senior

Hanna Lee. She is a

History and Peace Studies

double major with a minor in

Gender, Women, and Sexuality
Studies (GWS).

Lee takes particular inter-
est in U.S. history, specifically
feminist U.S. history. She is
currently doing her capstone
project on the public percep-
tion of the 1991 Anita Hill and
Clarence Thomas hearings. “It’s
[focused on] a lot of feminist
theory and specifically feminist
writers,” Lee said, which ties in
perfectly with her GWS minor.
She described her Peace Studies
major as very interdisciplin-
ary, contributing to what she
has strived to make a “well-
rounded education” here at
Gustavus.

Lee is the secretary of the
Women’s Action Coalition
(WAC) and the social media
manager of Gustavus Model
United Nations. She has been
part of WAC since her first year
at Gustavus, when she helped
get the program up and running
again, and has served various
roles on the executive board.

Lee also works in the History
department and as a dispatcher
and student supervisor for
Campus Safety.

Assistant Professor in His-
tory, Kate Aguilar, fondly re-
membered many instances with
Lee while planning events for
WAC. Aguilar described them
as “really incredible events
that bridge what so many of
the students are learning in
the classroom and cross disci-
plines to help foster these really
important and much broader
conversations on race and sport,
gender and the workplace, etc.,
for the whole student body. She
is a natural leader and it is fun
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watching her mind work!

“It's kind of nerdy,
but it was really cool
to be able to actu-
ally have that talk and
close interactions
with a kind of famous
historian.”

In her time at Gustavus, Lee
participated in a study abroad
program at the University of
Aberdeen in Scotland, which
she said was an amazing ex-
perience. “I knew I wanted to
study abroad, and I'm really
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Hanna Lee

GoW Hanna Lee in Lund Circle
glad that I was able to,” Lee
said. What she prefers about
Gustavus, however, is the small
campus feel. “You can kind of
slip through the cracks at a big
university,” Lee said. Gustavus
“feels more like a community”
in comparison to her experience
in Scotland.

One of Lee’s favorite memo-
ries was during Greg Kaster’s
Civil War Seminar. Kaster was
one of the most influential pro-
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fessors in Lee’s Gustavus jour-
ney. During this seminar, Paul
Finkelman, a very well known
Civil War Historian, sat in on
Kaster’s classes. Lee was even
able to have lunch with him a
few times. “I thought that was
a really cool opportunity to be
able to connect with a Histo-
rian who is kind of actually a
big deal,” she said. “It’s kind
of nerdy, but it was really cool
to be able to actually have that
talk and close interactions with
a kind of famous historian.”

“She is such a testa-
ment to what a liberal
arts education is all
about, from what she
pursues intellectually
to her study abroad
to her work with
WAC.”

Professor Aguilar spoke of
Lee’s intellectual curiosity as
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Soren Sackreiter

something that sets her apart.
“She has such a hunger for
learning more about the past
and experiences outside of her
own, and is just so incredible
at then sharing what she learns
with others and pushing others
around her to ask the hard ques-
tions and to sit in and with the
hard histories,” Aguilar said.

Next year, Lee plans to do
a year of service at Americorp
with CollegePossible, working
as a college counselor at a Min-
nesota high school. This will
consist of working on “ACT
prep for Juniors and college
application essays for seniors,”
she said. “It'll be a very interest-
ing year.”

Lee’s passion for History and
Women'’s studies is evident in
her contributions to the Gusta-
vus community. “She is such a
testament to what a liberal arts
education is all about, from
what she pursues intellectually
to her study abroad to her work
with WAC,” Aguilar said.

Do you have a suggestion for a
Gustavus student,
professor, or staff member who

could be our next Gustie of the
Week?

If so, send their name, position on campus, and a
short description of why you think they should be
recognized to
weeklylettertotheeditor@gmail.com
for a chance to be featured!
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Interested? Email Editor in Chief Mel!
mpardock@gustavus.edu
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Trump Was Never Going to Ban

Olivia Telecky
Staff Writer

On July 31st, 2020, President
Donald Trump responded to
allegations that he wanted to ban
TikTok, the popular social media
app, saying “We're looking at
TikTok, we may be banning
TikTok. . . We are looking at
a lot of alternatives in respect
to TikTok.” On August 3rd of
that year, he went further and
explained that the only way to
save TikTok was for an American
company to buy it. Trump even
set a deadline, promising that
“It'll close down on September
15th [of 2020] unless Microsoft
or somebody else is able to buy it
and work out a deal.” As we now
know, September came and went,
and no ban was ever enacted.

That doesn’t mean
Trump didn’t attempt to ban the
app. He did sign two separate
executive orders that would ban
TikTok, but these were swiftly
blocked by the federal courts.
While these orders didn’t come
to fruition, they did spark a
conversation about the potential
hazards of the ByteDance
subsidiary. This conversation
came to a head on March 23rd,
2023 with a Congressional
Hearing where TikTok CEO
Shou Zi Chew testified for over
five hours on how TikTok is
addressing the safety allegations.
In this hearing, Representative
Cathy ~ McMorris  Rodgers
claimed that TikTok collects
“every data point imaginable”,
including GPS data, biometric
data, what users type and copy
on their devices, and who users
communicate with. According
to Rodgers, TikTok is able to
track Americans through many
different websites, even if they
have never used the app, stating
that “TikTok surveils us all”, and
that the Chinese Communist
Party uses this surveillance to
influence American elections.

The threat of influence
was another main talking
point of the hearing, with
Representative Frank Pallone
arguing that misinformation,
disinformation, and hate speech
are prevalent on the app, with
“20% of TikTok search results
on prominent news topics
contain[ing]  misinformation”.
Because TikTok is so popular
with  Americans- specifically

TikTok Logo

with teenagers, as % of them used
TikTok at the time- this negative
influence is widespread. As
such, many politicians began
to view TikTok as a threat.

However, CEO Shou Chew
rebuked some of these claims.
Specifically, he emphasized
the fact that TikTok is a private
company, not controlled by
China or the Chinese Communist
Party. He clarified that 60%
of TikTok is owned by global
institutional investors, 20% is
owned by the owner, and 20%
is owned by TikTok employees
globally. TikTok also had five
board members at the time,
three of which were American.
The app has also taken extra
steps to increase the security
of American data, according
to Shou Chew, by building a
firewall to protect it from foreign
access, moving to store it locally
in America, and creating a new
company, called TikTok US Data
Security, which reports TikTok’s
data privacy efforts to individual
Americans with strong security
credentials. Shou Chew also
stated that a large portion of
TikTok users are over the age
of 18 and that misinformation,
disinformation, and hate
speech are against community
guidelines, and videos
containing those are removed.

TikTok

Concerns were not
eliminated after this hearing,
and in 2024 Congress passed
the Protecting Americans From
Foreign Adversary Controlled
Applications Act. In the act, any
company controlled by a foreign
adversary will be banned in
the U.S. According to the act,
“The term “controlled by a
foreign adversary” means “an
entity with respect to which a
foreign person or combination
of foreign persons described in
subparagraph (A) [Citizens of
Iran, Russia, China, or North
Korea] directly or indirectly own
atleasta20percentstake.” Forany
apps that meet this description,
distributing, maintaining,
or allowing them to use U.S.
internet connection will be
prohibited. The Supreme Court
upheld this act and it was to go
into effect on January 19th, 2025.

This ban did take effect, but
only for a few hours. Why?
Because President-elect Trump
promised an executive order
that would allow the app to
be operated in the US. Or, at
least, this is what was told to
American citizens. However,
this explanation doesn’t make
much sense. For one, a promised
executive order has no actual
legal weight. Further, Trump was
the one who called for a ban in

Submitted

the first place. However, a large
part of his ban was that it could
stay legal if TikTok was sold to an
American company. Thisis where
the truth behind the ban lies.

Trump never wanted to ban
TikTok; he wanted a singular
rich American or a rich American
company to ownit. When signing
the promised order on January
20th of this year, Trump told the
press “I'll tell you what, every
rich person has called me about
Tiktok.” He also emphasized
his idea that the U.S. should
own half of TikTok. When asked
about the security risk of the
app, Trump responded “Tiktok
is largely about kids, young
kids, and if China is gonna get
information about young kids I
don’t really, I think, to be honest
with you, I think we have bigger
problems than that,” proving
that safety is not his main motive.

An interesting aspect of the
executive order is that it states
“The unfortunate timing of
section 2(a) of the Act — one day
before I took office as the 47th
President of the United States
— interferes with my ability to
assess the national security and
foreign policy implications of
the Act's prohibitions before
they take effect. This timing
also interferes with my ability to
negotiate a resolution to avoid an

abrupt shutdown of the TikTok
platform  while  addressing
national security = concerns.”
The need for time to deliberate
is questionable since Trump
seemed to have made up his
mind in 2020 when he attempted
to enact a ban himself. It seems
less like Trump is unsure of a
ban, and more like he is trying
to pressure the company to
sell so one of the previously
mentioned rich people calling
him can make a profit. Either
way, it seems wrong to praise
Trump for blocking a ban that
he created in the first place.
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Shiva Baby: The Art of Suspense

Katelyn Benschoter
Professional Fangirl

KATELYN BENSCHOTER

he genre of suspense is typically associated with psychological and even horror films. Film viewers may think of films like Silence of the
TLambs or The Conjuring when they hear the genre of suspense mentioned. However, one of the best suspense films I have ever seen is not a

horror film, but a short drama/comedy film. And get this, no one dies! The film is Emma Seligman’s Shiva Baby (2020). This is a very short
film of only 1 hour and 7 minutes, but it is filled to the brim with plot and suspense. The film stars Rachel Sennott as Danielle, who arguably has
one of the worst days of her life. Everything that could have gone wrong, probably did for her in this film. Some have said this film dances on the
line of comedy and horror. It's not a classic horror film plot, but what Danielle goes through is still terrifying.

Danielle is a college student who is the epitome of being the “family disappointment”. She is studying gender studies, which her family cannot
seem to understand and she has no plans for her life post-college. She then finds herself at a Jewish funeral with her parents and has to tell her
nonexistent post-grad plans to all of her extended relatives. To make matters worse, she finds out that her sugar daddy and her ex-girlfriend are
both attendees of the event. Danielle then has to jump through hoops to make sure that her worlds do not collide. She is set into an instant panic.
A simple outing with her parents has now become her worst nightmare. What else could go wrong? Unfortunately, many things go wrong, and

this is merely the beginning of Danielle’s unfortunate day.

As I mentioned prior, audience members do not typically think of indie dramas as suspense films, but this one certainly is. Justine Orlovsky-
Schnitzler from Lilith.com called this film “The Perfect Panic Attack.” A big reason this film is so suspenseful and anxiety-inducing is because it
feels so current-day real. Now, I think the odds of Danielle’s exact circumstance happening to someone else are slim, but the feeling of being a
disappointment and stumbling through your twenties is a very real feeling. Society often forgets just how young twenty is; it makes sense to be
confused and make mistakes at that age. Another contribution to the suspense is the usage of very tight and close-up camera shots. This results

in a claustrophobic feeling in the viewer. All of the rooms at the funeral are very crowded. Combining the crowdedness with tight shots it creates
a very anxious feeling in the viewer. Shiva Baby also utilizes an excellent score that further helps blur the lines between drama and horror. The
film is filled with string instruments to build tension in every scene. Shiva Baby has mastered the art of a suspense film, Seligman took what could

have been a hilarious string of errors and instead made a dark and claustrophobic film. It is pure genius.

There are many wonderful cinematic elements that helped shape the genius of this film. My favorite aspect of this film was Rachel Sennott’s act-
ing. Sennott is known for films like Bottoms, I Used to Be Funny, and Bodies, Bodies, Bodies. She is excellent in all of them; I cannot say enough
good things about her acting, and I believe she is going to be one of the actresses that define the 2020s. One of Sennott’s strong suits when it
comes to acting is her timing. Whether it is for comedy purposes or for a gut-wrenchingly sad scene, her timing is always spot on and makes the
scene. In Shiva Baby, Sennott takes on a leading role and the audience follows her perspective throughout the entire film. She is charmingly awk-

ward as she crafts a bagel and lox only to not eat it —just to avoid her ex-girlfriend.

Genres are what divides films into categories and over time, we learn to expect certain things when we see these genres. Shiva Baby challenges
the genre of suspense. It is not a typical horror film that keeps you guessing until the very end, but rather it is dramatic and funny. Shiva Baby is
a perfect ball of stress that infuses many genres. Through the use of tight camera angles, a perfect score, and great acting, I truly believe it is the

perfect suspense film.

Submitted

Film still from Shiva Baby
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Dynasty Season: Peyton Richardson Strikes
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Swim & Dive Shows Strong Performances at UW-Steven’s Point

Braeden Ripken
Staff Writer

Gustavus Swimming and
Diving returns from the Stevens
Point Invite with plenty of swims
to be proud of on the Men’s and
Women'’s sides.

Fifth-year Peyton
Richardson led the Men’s team
through the water to another
win by winning three events and
earning second place in three
other events this weekend at
Stevens Point. The Men’s team
stays undefeated this season as
they go into the weekend vs.
rival St. Johns. While doing this,
Richardson won his fifth MIAC
Swimmer of the Week award of
the season.

On Friday, Richardson
went a 1:58.03 in the 200 IM,
beating all other competition by
over a second, then leading the
Gustavus Men’s 400 Medley
A relay with a 50.64 in his 100
Fly split. Sophomore Logan
Cyr led the relay off in a 55.18
Backstroke, with Senior Nyden
Hill following in a blazing sub-
minute 59.31 Breaststroke, and
Junior Logan Braley anchoring
the relay in a 47.92.

The next day,

Richardson followed up his
spectacular Friday performance
with 51.22 in the 100 Fly, out-
touching Wisconsin-La Crosse
and Wisconsin-Stevens Point
opponents to earn his third win.
After the 100 Fly, Richardson
gave another spectacular
performance in the Men’s 400-
Free A Relay, leading off in 48.28.
Sophomore Braden Ripken went
second with a 48.14, Braley with
a 48.08, and anchored by Cyr
with a 47.46. So far this season,
the Gusties have gone 3:11.96
for their fastest pre-champion
season time; they set the school
and MIAC Record last year at
3:04.05.

There were many other
standout swims in Wisconsin this
weekend, like First-year Jacob
Robischon, who had a swift time
of 2:01.12 in the 200 Fly. Cyr got
second in the 500 Free, finishing
at 4:55.50. Hill earned third at
2:13.82 in the 200 Breast. In the
400 IM, Cyr got second with
a 4:22.27, out-touching fellow
Gustie and Sophomore Ben Kell
by 11 hundredths of a second.
The Men’s team won the meet
with 1128.5 points, with Stevens
Points scoring 925 and La Crosse
scoring 791.5.

d

The Women had many
standout swims of the weekend,
starting with Senior Marit
Isaacson, who won the 200 and
400 IM with times of 2:13.01 and
4:44.78, leaving her competition
far behind.

Sophomore Stella Anderson
Moye followed that up with
a third-place finish in the 500
Free with a time of 5:26.95 and
came in second in the 200 Free
in 2:02.02. She later earned
another third-place finish in
the Mile at 19:22.65. First-year
distance swimmer Teresa Gatti
finished second in the mile with
a 19:15.02. First-year Geneva
Fackler was out-touched in the
100 Free by 4 hundredths of a
second to earn second place.
Following  this, Sophomore
Madison Witte swam a 2:20.67 in
the 200 Fly, comfortably giving
her third place. Finishing off
the individual events, First-year
sprinter Katelyn Siers electrically
got second place in the 50 Free in
25.15

The Gustavus Women's
400-Free Relay won with a
time of 3:40.81. Fackler led off
the relay strong with a 55.82.
Isaacson followed it with a 54.70,
and Siers with a 54.08. Anderson

Gustavus Swimmer comes up for air as she lacks gills.

Moye anchored in a 56.21. The
Women’s team earned second
place in the meet, scoring 929
points, losing to Wisconsin-La
Crosse.

The key to the strong
weekend and the dynasty in
the making must be the fun
these Gusties have in and out
of the water. The team has
readopted an old chant of “We
mess around” and followed it up
with swimmers hitting unique
celebrations and finding their
way to have fun on the pool deck
with teammates. Richardson
had something to say about the
atmosphere at the Point Invite:
“I enjoy our team’s atmosphere
at meets a lot. We always bring
an energy that makes you happy
to be there and happy to race.
It seems it has almost become
a tradition at this point for the
final relay (400 free relay), where
the opposite gender will cheer
on by ‘rowing the boat’ at the
end of the lane. It sounds silly,
but it keeps the mood light and
gets you ready to race fast.”

The strong finishes on both
the Men’s and Women'’s side of
the Gustavus Swim Team are
getting the Gusties ecstatic for

Jordan Modjeski

the MIAC Championships.

Anderson Moye had this to
say; “We've faced many good
races and close competition
in the regular season and
consistently won against our
biggest competition in the MIAC
at both duals and midseason.
We have a lot of talent in all the
classes, and it will add a level
of depth to our final conference
team. We are in good standing
to claim another championship
title, as well as have potential for
nationals. More than anything,
I am hoping to get another
chance to experience celebrating
the whole team’s successful
season and having fun at the
end. It’s rare to find a team that
works hard and plays hard, and
Gustavus Swim and Dive have
mastered it.”

The Women’s Team
looks forward to an opportunity
to win back-to-back MIAC
Championships, while the Men’s
Team looks to break their record
of five straight by winning their
sixth MIAC Championship this
February.



