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The Gustavus Arts & 
Art History Depart-
ment is presenting 

an artist talk with artist Mic-
hon Weeks, on her exhibition 
“Between Dreams: Paintings 
by Michon Weeks” on Tuesday, 
Oct. 1st, 2024. It will take place 
in the lecture hall next to the 
Schaefer Art Gallery, in conjunc-
tion with the Nobel Conference. 
The talk will be from 1:00 p.m. 
to 1:30 p.m., with the gallery 
reception from 12:00 p.m. to 2 
p.m., which is listed as a break-
out session on the conference 
program. 

Weeks’ released an artist 
statement to accompany her 
exhibition.

 “This cycle of oil paintings 
explores mystical contempla-
tion and spiritual awakening. 
Created intuitively without 
predetermined subjects, each 
work reflects the enigmatic 
nature of artistic experiences. 
Inspired by the artist’s waking 
visions, these paintings connect 
to themes of consciousness 
explored in Gustavus Adolphus 
College’s 2024 Nobel Confe-
rence, ‘Sleep Unraveled.’ While 
dreams occur during sleep, 
these works emerge from a state 
of heightened awareness while 
awake, bridging the known and 
the unknown,” Weeks’ artist 
statement stated. 

The artist talk will entail 
Weeks going through her reper-

toire of artworks, both past and 
current, and discussing her style 
development. She will detail 
her process as well as changes 
in subject matter and materials. 

“You get to learn the bac-
kground of how the artworks 
were made. As is common with 
artwork, the final product is 
rarely a “what you see is what 
you get” type of situation. There 
is always a backstory, a deve-
lopment of ideas, and a process 
which develops over time.  In 
some cases, it takes decades 
of exploration and purposeful 
steps for a mid-career artist 
to develop current bodies of 
work,” Senior Continuing As-
sistant Professor and Visual Arts 
Programs Manager, Nicolas 
Darcourt said.  

Following Weeks’ presen-
tation, there will be a Q&A 
session where attendees will get 
the opportunity to ask relevant 
questions of the artist and her 
work. 

“You also get to see the hu-
man side of this development, 
such as the relationship between 
success and failure in their artis-
tic process,” Darcourt said. 

According to the Gustavus 
website, Weeks received her 
Bachelor of Arts from Iowa State 
University and her Master of 
Fine Arts from the University 
of Minnesota. She has been a 
faculty member of St. Olaf since 
2012 and her works have been 
featured at a plethora of solo 
exhibitions. 

“When we invite artists to 
exhibit here we’re seeking estee-
med colleagues in the visual arts 
– not just people that look like 

us,” Associate Professor in Art 
and Art History, Kristen Lowe 
said. “And we give priority 
to diverse backgrounds in the 
Arts so that we can experience 
various cultures – not just the 
Renaissance, white male-do-
mintaed art.”

All, including and especially 
non-art majors, are welcome 
and encouraged to attend the 
artist talk. 

“Learning from an artist 
about their development and 
process can be inspiring to any 
student.  It’s important to see 
that successful outcomes don’t 
happen overnight…This can 
translate to any area of study 

for students from science to 
business to community enga-
gement,” Darcourt said. 

Darcourt also explained the 
value of having an art exhibition 
during the Nobel Conference. 

“Whether the goal is beauty 
or social change, art offers 
the side of the human spirit 
which can’t help but express 
through materials and space.  
Having opportunities to learn 
about scientific subject matter 
during the Nobel Conference, 
while also experiencing crea-
tive expression such as visual 
art, music, and performance, 
reaffirms how a liberal arts 
environment supports lear-

ning through multiple lenses,” 
Darcourt noted. 

The exhibition opened on 
Sept. 3rd and will continue 
until Oct. 20th. Students may 
continue to view the exhibition 
after the Nobel Conference is 
over and may pause to reflect 
or consider the work in relation 
to their lives.   

“We want to broaden stu-
dents’ perspectives of the art 
world outside of the mainst-
ream,” Lowe explained. “Over 
the years I’ve seen art be able 
to touch students in a way that 
brings their heart and mind 
together.”

Grace LaTourelle
Staff Writer

Michon Weeks comes to Gustavus for exhibition  

“Between Dreams”

A photo of Michon Weeks during a painting process. (Not part of the exhibition) Submitted.
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Events Calendar
Chapel Break - Morning Praise:   

Tuesdays (Christ Chapel)
11:30 - 11:50 a.m.

Chapel and Chill on the go:
Mondays (check @gac_chaplains)

10 - 10:35 a.m.
Rosary Prayer

MWF / Tue, Thurs (Multifaith Center / Chapel basement)
Chapel Break:

Tuesdays and Thursdays
(Christ Chapel)

11:30 - 11:50 a.m.
Mindfulness Meditation 

Thursdays (Multifaith Center)

	 Chapel Break

Nobel Conference 60 - Sleep Unraveled
October 1 - 2, 9 a.m - 3:15 p.m. both days

Christ Chapel

Sleep : A Live Storytelling Event
October 1, 7:30 p.m.

Jussi Björling Recital Hall

1st Half Withdraw Deadline
October 4, All day

 

Tuition Exchange Info Session
October 3, 12 - 1 p.m.

St. Peter Room, Jackson Campus Center

Family Weekend
October 5 - 6

Various events, check Gustavus website for 
more info 

Student Senate Updates Campus Safety Report

Contact the Campus Safety office 24 hours a day at 
507-933-8888.

Contact Public Relations Chairs Andrew Baertsch or Reese Orn
with any questions at Andrewbaertsch@gustavus.edu or 

Reeseorn@gustavus.edu!

   Follow the Student Senate Instagram! : gac.studentsenate

•At the first Student Senate meeting of the year 
we held elections for Health and Housing chair, 
Environmental Sustainability chair, Student and 
Academic Affairs chair, Arts Delegate, and Student 
Speaker. Congratulations to everybody in their 
new position. If you have any interest in joining 
Student Senate we will be holding midterm 
elections for positions we’re still in need of. Be sure 
to check your email for further information

•Chaplain Grady visited Senate to inquire about 
students’ input on the upcoming chaplain search. 
Student Senate will provide a group of 10 senators 
to be added to a panel of students.

Saturday, Semptember 14, 2024
•     On Saturday, September 14, Campus Safety responded to Chapel View 
for a noise complaint.

Thursday, September 19, 2024
•     On Thursday, September 19, a Gustavus student turned in a wallet they 
had found at the Arboretum.

Monday, September 23, 2024
•     On Monday, September 23, Campus Safety responded to a fire alarm at 
the International Center. No smoke, no fire.

Tuesday, September 24, 2024
•     On Tuesday, September 24, Campus Safety was informed of damage to 
Gustavus property in the Jackson Campus Center. 
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Jenna Anderson
Staff Writer

This week’s Gustie of 
the Week is Dr. Jeff 
Owen, Ph.D, Asso-

ciate Professor in Business 
Economics and Environmental 
Studies. In 1992, Owen gradu-
ated from Gustavus with a 
double major in economics and 
history. After a two-year break, 
“I guess you would call it a 
gap year now,” Owen said, he 
ended up at the University of 
Iowa, where he graduated with 
his doctorate in economics. 

“My aspiration was to end 
up at a school like Gustavus,” 
Owen said. He began teaching 
at another school, but when the 
opportunity presented itself 
for Owen to come back to Gus-
tavus, he took it. The 2024-25 
school year will be Professor 
Owen’s 19th year here at Gus-
tavus.

Dr. Owen is a first-gener-
ation college student, and he 
first came to Gustavus to play 
basketball. He was recruited 
by Mark Hanson, the assistant 
coach at the time. “I wasn’t a 
very good basketball player, but 
I had my own fan club,” Owen 
said. His fan club, “Owen’s 
Row,” started with his friends 

Do you have a 
suggestion for a 

Gustavus  student, 
professor, or staff 

member who could 
be our next Gustie 

of the Week? 
If so, send their name, position on campus, and a 

short description of why you think they should be 
recognized to 

weeklylettertotheeditor@gmail.com
for a chance to be featured!

GUSTIE of the WEEK
Dr. Jeff Owen

making T-shirts, and “as the 
crowds got bigger the whole 
thing just sort of took off,” 
Owen said. While the team was 
competing in the playoffs, he be-
came a fan favorite of Gustavus 
Basketball. 

You might see Owen at on-
campus sporting events, espe-
cially basketball games. He is 
the faculty athletic representa-
tive, so he attends as many 
sporting events as he can. Owen 
still enjoys playing basketball 
in his free time, though he’s 
having trouble finding people 
to play with. “If you know any 
old people that wanna play 
basketball, spread the word,” 
he said.

When deciding which class 
is his favorite to teach, Owen 
listed nearly every single one. 
Dr. Vita Faychuk, his coworker 
in the economics department, 
noted that “he teaches one of the 
most popular classes in Sports 
Economics.” This class was 
one of many that Owen listed 
as a favorite. 5th-year Carson 
DeKam took this class, as well 
as Intro to Sports Management. 
Both classes, DeKam said, “were 
very interesting and challenged 
the way I thought about sport 
and sports business.” DeKam 
said of Owen’s Sports Econom-

ics class, “ I felt like a GM for 
an organization and it helped 
develop my critical and strate-
gic thinking skills”.

DeKam mentioned Owen’s 
passion for both sports and 
economics and how it was “very 
easy to get excited about the 
class with his enthusiasm and 
passion for the topics.” DeKam 
also mentioned a book that 
Owen lent him over the summer 
that helped him solidify what 
he had learned and broaden his 
knowledge. Owen has proven to 
be a professor who cares for and 
connects with his students. 

A memory that DeKam rec-
ollected took place on a morning 
before spring break, when only 
three to four students showed 
up for class. “He grabbed a chair 
next to us in the Beck atrium. We 
talked for almost the entire class 
period about sports, class topics, 
life, and about Gustavus. It was 
a great memory that we had as a 
group to get to know each other 
better,” DeKam said.

Clearly, Owen has a passion 
for teaching, but “his impact 
on students extends far beyond 
the classroom and Gustavus,” 
Faychuk said, “from massive 
summer events for new admits 
and cheering on Gusties at 
games to hosting international 

students and volunteering at 
local schools.” 

By day, you’ll find Owen 
teaching. By night, he’s prob-
ably at a Gustavus sporting 
event. In the morning, you may 
find him birding. Owen enjoys 
bird watching in the arbore-
tum and at Seven Mile Creek. 
Whenever traveling, Owen is, 
“always looking for an excuse 
to get up in the morning and go 
check out the birds in the area.” 
Additionally, Faychuk credits 
Owen as, “our department’s ex-
clusive fresh raspberry supplier 
and an outstanding department 
party host!”

One piece of advice to the 
readers of The Gustavian Week-
ly from Professor Owen is to, 

GoW Dr. Jeff Owen Submitted
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Whenever traveling, 
Owen is, “always look-
ing for an excuse to 
get up in the morning 
and go check out the 
birds in the area.” Addi-
tionally, Faychuk credits 
Owen as, “our depart-
ment’s exclusive fresh 
raspberry supplier and 
an outstanding depart-
ment party host!”

“just take advantage of your 
time here.” Owen has been to 
more events now as a professor 
than as a student and feels that 
he was missing out on some of 
those things during his time 
as a Gustavus student. “Go 
to events, theater, sports, and 
speakers,” Owen said, “because 
it won’t come around again.” 

Owen’s favorite part about 
Gustavus is not the sports or the 
classes he teaches, but deeper 
than that, it’s the community. 
While creating connections 
with students, fostering a pas-
sionate learning environment, 
and sharing his love for sports, 
Dr. Jeff Owen continues to be 
a vital part of building and 
maintaining the Gustavus com-
munity. 
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be sure to have a                friday 
or else banjo and jamie lee kazooie 
will get you...



Raquel Vaughn
Staff Writer
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Someone sending a text Submitted 

Being in a Family Group Chat

would probably answer faster 
than your younger sister, who’s 
at school. Or maybe your sister 
texts back first because she’s on 
her phone when she should really 
be paying attention to a lecture. 
That’s why you always consult 
the family group chat first. 

A con would be that you 
are always prone to unsolicited 

badgering from your siblings. 
It’s hard to brag about yourself 
without being one-upped or 
humbled by your younger 
brothers. For instance, I sent one 
of my previous Weekly articles—
one that I was particularly 
proud of—to my family, and 
five minutes later, I got this exact 

Are you in a group 
chat with your entire 
family? Is it fun or is 

it absolute chaos? Maybe it’s 
a little bit of both. If that’s the 
case, welcome to the club. If 
anyone knows me, they know 
that there’s always something 
that is plot-worthy going on 
with my family. Whether it’s one 
of my parents saying something 
completely out of pocket, one 
of my brothers speaking in Gen 
Alpha lingo, or all of us planning 
a big event, the group chat will 
always end in complete chaos. 

Maybe it’s not as crazy for you. 
Maybe you have four people in 
your family and the craziest texts 
you get are “Good morning!” 
or “Does anyone know when 
Grandma Judy’s birthday is?” 
Maybe you guys keep it tame. 
As someone who is in a group 
chat with two parents, three 
sisters, and five brothers, let me 
show you a little bit of my world. 

What are the pros and cons of 
being in a group chat with your 
entire family? Well, one big pro 
is that it is a lot easier to plan 
events. When the ones with the 
money (the parents) are on the 
same page as the ones who have 
all the good ideas (the siblings), 
then everyone wins. For instance, 
my family’s big Thanksgiving 
holiday, which also serves as a 
huge annual family reunion, is 
already in the works. Instead of 
playing telephone and having 
to relay messages, my dad 
uses the group chat to send an 
itinerary to the family. Already 
from the get-go, we know what 
Mom and Dad are paying for, 
which hotel we’re staying in, 
and what event each night holds. 

Another positive outcome 
of being in a big family group 
chat is that, ideally, you are 
able to get answers super fast 
to questions nobody else would 
know. What’s the password to 
the Disney+ account? It’s likely 
everybody in your family knows 
or has an idea, but your mom 

“My favorite people 
are my siblings, even 

though they never 
miss an opportunity 
to purposely annoy 
me. We’re a close 

bunch, which always 
makes things more 

interesting.”

“My favorite 
people are my 
siblings, even 

though they never 
miss an opportunity 
to purposely annoy 

me.”

text from my 17-year-old little 
brother: “I ain’t reading allat!!!!” 
I’m constantly reminded that 
even though I’m a literal adult 
who can do adult things, I 
am outdone by a teenage boy 
who is somehow cooler and 
more successful than I am. 

Sometimes I don’t even have 
to say anything to be reminded. 
My 20-year-old brother will 
sometimes send a picture of his 
car, a new car decal, or news 
that he customized his license 
plate in some way. If anyone 
was wondering, he owns a 
Black Camaro and his license 
plate cryptically spells “black 
ice.” Yes, I know—he’s so much 
cooler than I will ever be. The 
reminders, still, are uncalled for. 
I think every older sibling can 
agree when I scream from the 
top of my lungs “How did you 
get cooler than me??!! I taught 
you everything that you know!!”

It’s not all bad. Most of 
it is extremely positive. I 
would rather experience the 

entertaining craziness that I 
get now than never get the 
chance to be in a family group 
chat. I’m a big family gal. 

My favorite people are my 
siblings, even though they 
never miss an opportunity to 
purposely annoy me. We’re 
a close bunch, which always 
makes things more interesting. 
There have been plenty of times 
that I’ve looked at my phone and 
actually laughed out loud. Even 
my friends know that some of 
my brothers’ best work is in the 
family group chat. For instance, 
my brother sent this text message 
on a random Sunday night at 
6:21 p.m.: “I was walking by 
some people earlier and they 
didn’t even realize they were 
walking past a 2022 MN state 
baseball champion. I don’t say 
anything because I’m humble.” 
Yes, Preston, very humble 
indeed. Or there’s this one, also 
from my brother Preston when 
my dad told him not to call 
our stepmom, Emilia, “bro”: 

“My bad bro” 
*dabs you up to make up for it* 
“Emilia, mi lady, I has’t 

thy attire with ye small pup.”
Everybody knows that I’m 

a terrible replier via my phone. 
But when it comes to my family 
group chat, the notifications 
are always on and I’m always 
snooping. Well, maybe not 
snooping too far back, because 
you might run into some family 
drama (because when is there 
never any of that)! A family 
group chat is a great place to 
connect and stay connected with 
your loved ones. In fact, we 
have a huge cousin group chat 
with fourteen of us, and it’s the 
best place to make fun of our 
parents during the Thanksgiving 
season! And if you’re not 
giggling and texting secret 
jokes to the cousin group chat 
during Thanksgiving dinner, 
then what are you even doing?
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I know, from the title of this article, 
you may be a little shocked. Who 
doesn’t love a rom-com? Well, the 

answer to your question would be me. I am 
not a fan of rom-coms – some may even call 
me a hater. It feels good to let that out into 
the world. While I have a few exceptions, 
most are too cheesy and predictable for 
me. I know the guy is going to get the girl 
and everything will be just dandy when the 
credits roll. I find it hard to find an original 
rom-com that has never been done before. 
So, there you have it. I am a rom-com hater, 
but the rest of the world seems to love them. 
Just why is that? As a rom-com hater, I have 
taken some time to outline why the rest of 
the world enjoys them so much, and I have 
found an honorable mention of a rom-com 
that I surprisingly find enjoyable. 

To start off, what exactly is a rom-com? 
A rom-com is a subgenre of film, also 
known as romantic comedies. They are cen-
tered around a romantic plot with humorous 
lines and a lighthearted theme. They tend to 
start with a guy or a girl who is convinced 
they will “never find love” or have recently 
had some sort of horrible breakup. They are 
in a state of crisis and are not in the mood 
for love (shocker, they fall madly in love by 
the end of the film). They are often set in 
high schools or with busy businesswomen 
returning to her small quaint town. The 
main character then quickly finds them-
selves talking to their love interest, whom 
they usually start out hating or have some 
embarrassing first meeting with. This rocky 
start leads them to think that nothing will 
ever come of that relationship. Now, do not 
be too surprised when I say this, but they 
end up falling in love every single time. 

Katelyn Benschoter 
Entertainment Editor 

Why We Love Rom-Coms (From a 
Rom-Com Hater) 

Queue the music, the birds chirping, and the 
main two characters kissing as if it is some-
thing out of a Disney movie. Many people 
swoon when they watch movies like The 
Notebook with the iconic kissing in the rain 
scene. I personally find scenes like these 
very cheesy. 

The exact reason I find rom-coms to be 
unenjoyable is the key to their success. They 
are predictable, which provides a sense of 
stability in the audience. With how fast the 
world moves and changes, stability is one 
of the greatest comforts in life. Therefore, 
people are not always looking for a movie 
that is overly dramatic and will make them 
rethink everything they know. When they 
turn to Netflix, they want to know that the 
quiet new girl is going to end up with the 
damaged bad boy. While it is overdone, it 
allows the viewer to just relax and enjoy. 
There does not have to be a deep analysis 
for a movie to be enjoyable. Personally, I 
am a tad crazy and enjoy overthinking ev-
ery aspect of a movie, but most of the hu-
man population enjoys a lighthearted film 
they can invite friends over to watch. This 
does make a lot of sense. Especially in re-
cent years with the events in our world from 
COVID to the war in Ukraine or even the 
upcoming election, the world is heavy and 
can really weigh on our minds. That being 
said, people love watching movies for the 
same reason people love reading books: es-
capism. When you watch a movie, you are 
now in that world learning about the set-
ting and the history of the characters; you 
become invested. When the world is scary, 
turning to a lighthearted film can be a good 
way to unwind. So, why I still stand by my 
view of being a rom-com movie hater, I un-

derstand why they get the love they do. Re-
gardless, I am still going to choose a movie 
that makes my brain hurt a little bit over a 
cheesy rom-com. With all of that being said, 
I have found one rom-com I quite enjoy and 
feel is slightly less cheesy than the rest. 

My one and only favorite rom-com that 
I will genuinely recommend is Ten Things 
I Hate About You. Call me a hypocrite for 
liking this film, as it certainly is a rom-com. 
But, it feels different. For example, the fe-
male protagonist, Kat Stratford, (who I want 
to be when I grow up) is very open about 
not looking for love and thinking it is all 
too cheesy; exactly how I feel about rom-
coms. She is your classic “not like other 
girls” trope. She listens to rock music, is 
a hardcore feminist, does not dress overly 
girly, and loves reading Sylvia Plath. She 
is against wanting/needing a man until she 
meets Patrick. And yes, spoiler alert, they 
both end up falling in love. But it somehow 
feels less overdone. An aspect of why I ac-
tually enjoy 10 Things I Hate About You is 
because Kat is a much more layered pro-
tagonist than in most rom-coms. She has 
a tough shell to crack and has morals that 
she makes known. She changes the mold of 
what a female protagonist in a rom-com can 
be. Perhaps I have some bias as a girl who 
has forever loved English class because this 
film was based on a Shakespeare play, but I 
believe it to be the best rom-com out there. 
What I am saying here is that if you have 
not seen it, go watch it! If the film aspects 
are not enough to sell you, the soundtrack is 
phenomenal. 

At the end of the day, it does not matter 
what I like. If you enjoy rom-coms, watch 

them. Watch what you enjoy. It makes a lot 
of sense (even speaking as a rom-com hat-
er) why they are so popular. They provide 
a sense of stability in an extremely hectic 
world. It is important to find a way to es-
cape sometimes, whether that be a film or 
not. I still stand by being a rom-com hater, 
but through writing this, I have gained a 
deeper sense of understanding why they are 
popular. But kissing in the rain, really? How 
much more cheesy can it get than that?

10 Things I Hate About You promotional poster
Submitted
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The Gusties shot a two-round 303-287-590 while Chris Gutu-
za clinched the individual championship title.

Cole Frazier
Staff Writer

The nationally ranked 
Gustavus Men’s Golf Team had 
a successful weekend at the 
esteemed Taconic Country Club 
for the highly regarded Williams 
Invite. The Gusties won the 
Williams Invite and a team 
member won the tournament’s 
individual aspect.

It was none other than Junior 
Chris Gutuza Jr. who took 
home the win as the individual 
champion. Gutuza finished the 
first round tied for number four 
finishing at +2 after the first day. 
It wasn’t until Day Two that he 
really kicked into gear, finishing 
the day at -3. Ending his 

tournament as the only player 
to finish in the red at -1, reaching 
first place by an astounding four 
strokes. This was Gutuza’s first 
individual collegiate victory and 
it marked the second year in a 
row in which a Gustie individual 
won the Williams Invite.

When asked about his 
performance, Gutuza said, “I 
played pretty good on Day One 
and then better than average on 
Day Two. The biggest difference 
was that I didn’t make any silly 
errors that cost me shots. This 
season is going fairly well so far 
for the team. We have won 2 out of 
4 tournaments with 2 individual 
champions. Hopefully, we can 
carry the momentum over to our 

home event this weekend and 
into conference to finish off the 
season on a high.”

Another Gustie golfer, who 
played out of his mind, was 
Senior Teddy Kaste. Kaste 
finished his weekend in fourth 
place with a stellar score of +5. 
When asked how he and the 
team performed so well over 
the weekend, he said, “The boys 
played great this weekend out 
in Massachusetts, it was great 
to pick up a win in a strong field 
of 18 teams. We listened to “I’m 
Shipping Up to Boston” by the 
Dropkick Murphys before the 
round and I think that really got 
us going. My driver broke on 
hole 11 so I was handicapped 

The Gustavus Men’s Golf Team accepting their Williams Invite wins. Josh Hillman

out there, but I parred my last 6 
holes hitting just a hybrid off the 
tee and I was proud of myself 
for grinding through that. Chris 
Gutuza is an amazing guy and 
an amazing player, and his win 
was a long time coming. This 
team is coming together and we 
are hot going into the last two 
tournaments so I’m really excited 
to play the next 2 weekends.”

It is clear that spirits are 
high for this Gustie golf team. 
Despite the struggles that Kaste 
faced on his last day, he was 
able to overcome the adversity 
and finish Day Two with an 
astonishing +1 score. This was 
even an improvement of his Day 

One score of +4! 

The Gustie team showed all 
division three teams that they 
are not here to mess around, 
with the whole team’s score 
being nine strokes better than 
the next best-performing school, 
Middlebury, who shot +31 on the 
weekend. 

Love to Write? Love Sports?
WE WANT YOU AS A SPORTS WRITER!

For more information, contact Editor in Chief Mel Pardock - 
mpardock@gustavus.edu


