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OPINION

KYRA STEPAN

The value of the horror

Houston McLaury
Opinion Columnist

ver the past summer, I
had the pleasure and
opportunity of seeing

Jordan Peele’s Nope in theaters,
a movie about a ranch owner
investigating why their family’s
horses have been disappear-
ing into the night, only to have
an encounter of the third kind.
And although it’s been months

since I've seen this film, I have
not been able to get the imagery
of this movie out of my head.
This movie has stuck with me,
not only because the scenes dis-
turbed me, but because of the
wonderful cinematography, act-
ing, and creative process that
went into this movie. Now, why
does this interest me so? Because
I love horror, and I believe that
more often than not, this cat-
egory of movie (or book) is left
out of the artistic debate when it
should be celebrated more due
to the escapism it offers, the love
that goes into the craft, and how
it reflects fears and anxieties of
the times.

First, let’s start off with how
love enters the craft of horror
with a cult classic film series,
Evil Dead. The series follows the
story of Ash Williams, played by
Bruce Campbell, as he encoun-

genre

ters malformed humans thanks
to an evil force released from the
Necronomicon. Sam Raimi’s Evil
Dead series started in the early
1980s, the first of the movies be-
ing made for about 375,000 dol-
lars with wonderful practical ef-
fects and makeup. Transitioning
from the first movie to the sec-
ond movie, they’re both nearly
identical, mainly because Sam
Raimi could not get the rights to
the first movie, so he had to do
a recap of the first movie, using
new shots and reshooting what
had previously happened. Evil
Dead would then take the audi-
ence back to the past, to 1300s
Europe, and then spawn its own
TV show in 2015.

The reason I bring Evil Dead
up is that while yes, it is a hor-
ror series at heart, the movie is
enhanced due to the slapstick
comedy that Sam Raimi and ac-

L e
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Evil Dead.
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tor Bruce Campbell wonderfully
put into the series. The character
of Ash grapples with his hand,
fighting against it as it tries to
kill him, and the comedy that
comes from seeing Campbell
fight against himself is too won-
derful to deny. Not only that but
through this series and its cult
following, escapism is given to
the audience. The audience can
distract themselves with the
horror and wonderful practical
effects they see on screen, then
laugh at the comedy that is also
shown. For me, this is where hor-
ror thrives, distracting me with
wonderful effects on screen, giv-
ing doses of fear and anxiety to
the audience to better help them
with their fears that occur in ev-
eryday life. Horror, in this way, is
a therapy, a distraction, a tool to
use to get the blood pumping so
that a person can deal with what
really troubles them in the real
world.

“The reason | bring
Evil Dead up is that,
while yes, itis a horror
series at heart, the
movie is enhanced
due to the slapstick
comedy that Sam
Raimi and actor Bruce
Campbell wondertfully
put into the series.”

Then there is the amount of
love and care that goes into this
craft, and by this I mean the work
done through the effects depart-
ment. Horror films are only as
good as their visuals, and in the
early 1980s, they had to rely on
puppetry and makeup effects
for their horror instead of the
CGI that we currently revel in.
Take for example the iconic killer
Chucky from the movie Child’s
Play. This doll had a variety of
actors, some using puppetry,
some using animatronics for the
face, and others using real actors
to display the full movement of
Chucky. With each effect seen on
the screen, a person had to spe-
cially design these outfits, the
puppets, the animatronics, all of
it. This, of course, isn’t to say that
with CGI in current horror mov-
ies, this kind of care isn’t put into
horror movies now. With Nope,
research was done to create the

alien’s design and artists worked
tirelessly to make the design for
the final cut of the movie. Along
with this, a new way of film-
ing day-for-night shots, filming
night scenes during the day, was
made to better capture the night
within the movie.

“Then there is the
amount of love and
care that goes into

this craft, and by this |
mean the work done
through the effects
department.”

Finally, I would like to men-
tion the cultural aspect the genre
of horror can leave for future
generations to dissect. In the
1960s, Rod Serling released The
Twilight Zone, which was a sci-
fi horror anthology TV show,
exploring individual characters
set into amazing and outra-
geous scenarios. Looking back
on specific episodes, such as The
Monsters are Due on Maple Street,
they reveal the anxieties of the
time, even commenting on the
Red Scare. These episodes leave
us wonderful windows into the
past to analyze the growing fears
and mounting tensions people
of the time felt. And we too are
leaving this impact for the future
generation, most notably with
the series Black Mirror, explor-
ing how the digital age and the
technology it brings with it can
actually harm us.

Horror, in its own way, is un-
definably valuable to me. It is
not only a reflection of the past
or the present anxieties, but the
amount of care and love for the
craft that goes into the genre is
astonishing. Not only that, but it
offers me a great respite and es-
cape from my anxieties and wor-
ries of the day, and offers an en-
tertaining, and thrilling journey
through the story of someone
else. Horror, as a genre, needs
to be valued for what it contrib-
utes and what it offers in terms
of analysis. Something, I hope,
more awards will look to do.
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Jonas Doerr
Opinion Columnist

hat would happen
if someone accept-
ed everything they

were told for a day?

They would do pretty well
in class. If they absorbed all
of the information they heard,
passing an exam wouldn’t be
too hard. And in most social
interactions, they would do
just fine. Assuming people are
lying isn’t a great way to keep
friends around.

But things might get a little
riskier if someone tried to per-
suade this hypothetical person.
Every advertisement they saw
would seem completely right.
Soon they’d be convinced how
amazing working for Door-
Dash is, that Miller Lite is much
better than Michelob Ultra, and
that Geico really can save you
15% or more on car insurance.

It would get even worse
if shady people caught on. It
would be too easy to convince
that person to believe extremist
politics, bully innocent people,
and even commit crimes. Any
argument would do.

Yet society is becoming
more and more like this hypo-
thetical situation. Avalanches
of advertisements try to con-
vince everyone to stop think-
ing too hard about what to
buy and to listen to a celebrity.
Internet forums convince peo-
ple that entire other groups of
people are inferior. And social
media platforms are feeding
users more and more polarized
content from charismatic influ-
encers.

Everyone is being flooded
with arguments, but what does
society do to prepare them for
that? From a young age, kids
learn that arguing is wrong. It's
better to get along with friends
than to make a scene. Disagree-
ing with a teacher is often pun-
ished.

This continues through high
school. It's better to keep one’s
head down during class rather
than to stir the pot and chal-
lenge someone else. The cool
kids don’t argue in high school.

In college, it's much the
same. Instead of debating ideas
with people who disagree, peo-
ple stay away from them. In
class discussions, people tend

OPINION

to agree with each other. At
the first sign of disagreement,
someone usually backs down
immediately.

What is this lack of argu-
ing doing? It's making people
worse at making good argu-
ments and more susceptible to
bad arguments.

Without practice, people
will not learn how to properly
structure a verbal argument.
Thinking on the fly is not an
innate skill that some people
have and some don’t. It's a skill
that’s honed by hours of prac-
tice, and if schools aren’t teach-
ing kids to think on their feet,
they won’t learn how. Instead,
children learn how to spend
hours writing out their ideas,
confining their thoughts to the
stifling cage of a page.

Without arguments, people
also cannot learn how to avoid
and spot fallacies. There are
dozens of types of fallacies,
and they are used all the time.

There’s the ad hominem at-
tack: “He’s an awful person, so
why should we listen to what
he has to say?” It's true that
character is a good indicator
of whether someone should be
trusted, but attacking someone
only deflects attention away
from the point they were mak-
ing. Many political ads do this;
attacking candidates’ character
instead of addressing the main
issues of the election.
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Where's the arguing?

Another fallacy is the straw
man argument, where someone
distorts the opposition’s view
to make it easier to rip apart.
It's often prefaced with “So
you're saying that...” followed
by something they weren’t re-
ally saying. This sometimes
happens, for example, in the
debate over abortion, where
each side accuses the other of
either hating women or want-
ing to kill babies. Yet neither
side would define themselves
that way.

Perhaps the most common
fallacy right now is the appeal
to authority, in which someone
uses an expert or a source to
back up a claim, but the source
is not actually relevant or accu-
rate. It’s easy to add a link or
share a post on social media or
on blogs, but many people on-
line offer advice on topics out-
side their expertise. It’s easy to
use quotations or videos from
people who are spreading mis-
information.

None of these fallacies are
easy to notice, at first. It takes
some practice analyzing ar-
guments to see through these
common deceptions. But if
people cannot see through
them, they will be taken in by
ads and videos that manipu-
late the truth.

We need to start arguing
more. Most people will not
learn how to spot fallacies and

craft strong verbal arguments
on their own, because it’s un-
comfortable and a little weird
to start arguments in normal
conversations.

Instead, we need to cre-
ate environments for healthy
debate. It should begin in the
classroom. One class I have
spends full class periods en-
couraging students to discuss
and debate relevant issues.
However, most discussions
in classes I have taken fall far
short of a debate. Instead, most
discussions consist of students
inputting whatever thought
popped into their heads or
agreeing with someone else.

Classes need to implement
debate into the structure of
their courses. Replace one or
two papers or an exam with
debates. A debate still requires
studying; an unprepared de-
bater will not last long. And a
debate will force students to
consider both sides of an ar-
gument and rapidly adjust to
a versatile opponent. A static,
written paper cannot do that.

The world of work is con-
stantly changing. Every ar-
gument in the workplace is
in response to another, like a
conversation. We must start
training Gustavus students to
fluently speak in that conversa-
tion, starting by arguing more.

First-yea

Gabrielle Lavan
Opinion Columnist

As we approach
midterms ~ and  the
downswing  of the

semester, I cannot help but feel
reflective and nostalgic about
my time on The Hill. T can
recall the memory of my first

moments on The Hill as clearly
as I can remember yesterday.
My four years on The Hill have
culminated into me feeling like
a first-year Gustie every day
during the spring of my last
semester at Gustavus.

It is my belief that the
parallels between being a
first-year and being a senior
at Gustavus are much greater
than being a sophomore or
junior. The first and last year of
your time as a Gustie are much
more special than the second or
third for similar reasons. You're
experiencing firsts and lasts that
are brimming with emotion.

The first-year experience
is celebrating your choice of
starting your undergraduate
career at Gustavus Adolphus
College. You spend an entire
summer anxiously awaiting

r vs senior year

entering a new landscape.
During the first few months
at Gustavus, you're vigilant to
unveil a special secret path that
validates that you are doing the
right thing.

Not only are you thrown
into the chaotic mix of things
that can be new student
organization events, speakers,
CAB giveaways, etc, you are
also trying to not miss a single
opportunity to soak in your
environment. I remember never
saying no to an opportunity
where I could possibly win
anything for free, regardless of
time or talent.

Underlying all of the
excitement is the fundamental
unsettling feeling of what is
next. This exact feeling plagues
all seniors who anxiously await
their graduation. It appears

every time we experience a
“last”; when we check our
degree audits in preparation for
graduation, and when we hear
the question that we all hate but
are asked every other day, “What
are you doing after graduation?”

Your last year’s experience
at Gustavus is spent celebrating
the seemingly everlasting race to
the end of the graduation stage.
Thinking about graduation
has many seniors clinging
to the last moments of their
undergraduate experience. The
activities that may have seemed
a waste of time years ago now
become a way to connect with
their last few moments of being
a current student. First-year
students attend these activities
as they establish their identities
as Gusties, not because they’re
grasping at something that soon

will be out of reach.

Out of reach might be a
strong statement, but entering
the ‘real world’” where you're
no longer privy to the glamor
of living in a double room in
Plex is undoubtedly going to
be different from student life.
For many, these are the last few
months of freedom before being
tied down to full-time jobs and
paying absurdly high rent.

As  we approach the
downswing of the year, I think it
is important for all Gusties to tap
into the first-year enthusiasm
that sparkled in our eyes those
many months before when we
made the pilgrimage to The Hill.
Everything looks better when
you see it through the eyes of
inexperience.
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Physical

David Eide
Opinion Columnist

of hay has been made over

the reading habits of the
various younger generations,
whether those be millennials or
Gen Z. In general, the coverage
contends that the youth aren’t
reading enough because of the

In the past few decades, a lot

internet or phones or whatever
other new thing catches their
fancy. However, recent data
suggests that younger genera-
tions, Gen Z in particular, are
actually reading quite a bit
more than older generations
and, in fact, they prefer physi-
cal books over the wide variety
of e-readers available to them.
To be completely honest, I feel
pretty validated by these find-
ings as singing the praises of
physical books has long been a
personal hobby horse of mine.
Fundamentally I view physi-
cal books as superior to digi-
tal ones and while I can accept
that there are some areas in that
digital books do better, such as
convenience and storage space,
those benefits are ultimately
overpowered by the sheer
greatness of physical books. By
the end of this article, I hope to
have made at least a somewhat
convincing case for why you

OPINION

books vs di
books

should prefer physical books
to digital versions, which have
constantly been pushed on us
since they were first released.
First of all, I'd like to dis-
cuss the aesthetic reasons be-
hind my preference. Person-
ally speaking, I think physical
books just feel great and there
is just something wonderful
about the feeling of paper on
your fingers and the sound of
turning pages. I also think that
physical books make much
better use of covers than digi-
tal books. While the covers are
usually the same between edi-
tions, I think it’s a lot easier to
appreciate a design when it is
physically printed rather than
just being a collection of pixels
that you have to click through.
In general, the physicality that
physical books bring is a major
part of why I prefer them so
much to digital books. I have
a pretty large library at home

Books.

Submitted

and I'love thatI can actually see
how I've built up my collection
over the years as compared to
a digital library which would
literally just be a list on a screen
like so many other things have
become in recent years.

“Personally speaking,
I think physical books
just feel great and
there is just something
wonderful about the
feeling of paper on
your fingers and the

sound of turning
pages.”

Another major reason for
my strong preference for physi-
cal books over digital versions
is that I think they promote
better reading comprehension.
Some studies have actually
shown that the tactile feedback
and general structure of physi-
cal books actually lead to better
absorption of the information
being conveyed in compari-
son to digital text. I can attest
to this personally, I've found
that whenever I utilize digi-
tal textbooks I have to do a
lot of rereading to fully com-
prehend what is being said,
whereas it usually only takes
one readthrough with physical
editions. I usually read digital
textbooks on my laptop which
can alleviate some of the issues
but tablets and phones, which
most people use for leisure
reading, are so much worse
for comprehension. There’s
something about the way in
which pages are unnaturally
split up on smaller devices like
phones that makes it really dif-
ficult to actually integrate all
the knowledge effectively in
my experience. While some
features included in digital
books, like the ability to book-
mark many different pages or
the word search feature, go a
way to alleviate this issue, they
cannot fully eliminate it as it is
intrinsic to the medium.

The previous reasons
I've provided could potentially
be dismissed as a mere person-
al preference but this final one
is very important, no matter
what your perspective on digi-
tal books is. This final reason
is the fact that when you buy a

MARCH 24, 2023

gital

digital book, you don’t actually
own it. You are, in effect, just li-
censing them from the publish-
er and they reserve the right to
alter or remove them whenever
they please. This bugs me a lot.
When I buy a book, or any-
thing really, I want to know
that I will always have access
to that book and in the form
in which I originally bought it.
If you think I'm being hyper-
bolic with these claims, I can
point you towards a specific
example of this happening in
just the past couple of months.
I am speaking of the recent
controversy where a number
of Roald Dahl’s books were ed-
ited to remove content that was
viewed as offensive. Now, I'm
not here to speak one way or
another as to whether the edits
were correct or not, but what is
important to the main point is
that anyone who had a Roald
Dahl ebook had their copies re-
placed with the edited versions
without their consent. To me,
this demonstrates that compa-
nies are absolutely willing to
alter digital books when it suits
their purposes.

“This final reason is
the fact that when you
buy a digital book you
don't actually own it...”

While digital books
may be deemed as more ef-
ficient or more convenient, [
don’t believe that they will
ever fully be able to supplant
the classic physical book. In
my opinion, there are just cer-
tain forms that are the optimal
way to consume a given piece
of media, the best way to see a
movie is on the big screen, and
the best way to read a book is
with a physical copy. So it's
needless to say that I have been
quite heartened to see many
people express similar views.
Here’s hoping that physi-
cal books continue to be sold
widely in the decades to come.
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wisos . TOP Ten Movie of 2022

10. Crimes of The Future: David Cronenberg’s newest film is a criminally underseen film that ques-
tions humankind'’s relationship to our environment and provides horrifying commentary on what our
society may collapse into if we continue to damage the earth. It is not something I would recommend
to most people, but if you like body horror no one does it better than Cronenberg. It’s disturbing, it's
weird and it’s fantastic.

9. The Fabelmans: Based heavily on the family drama of Steven Spielberg, The Fabelmans is a movie
that evokes the full range of human emotions. It is a sometimes sad movie about a boy growing up
and discovering the turmoil of his family, but it is also that same boy’s journey of discovering his im-
mense passion and talent for filmmaking. Few autobiographical films are as wonderful as this one.

8. The Northman: Pure adrenaline mixed with artful historical detail adds up to create a top-notch
adaption of the Norse myth that inspired Hamlet. The Northman is a twisty revenge tale that takes its
time and is better for it. Its quieter moments give the build-up of violence and action a context that
makes them more satisfying. It has some of the best action of the year and some truly underrated
performances.

7. EO: The movie that should’ve won Best International Feature at the Oscars, EO is a journey through
the perspective of a donkey as he travels through the world. It is a truly remarkable animal rights
piece that never feels manipulative and is remarkably engrossing despite having such a simplistic
plot. It is a masterclass in visual storytelling and a truly unique experience.

6. The Banshees of Inisherin: This film is very simplistic. However, Martin Macdonagh’s writing and
directing elevates the whole story. The small island village he sets the story in has such a fleshed-out
cast of characters who each come with their own personal history and personality quirks. Colin Far-
rell and Brendan Gleeson give spectacular performances and Kerry Condon steals the show constant-
ly with her fantastic presence.

5. TAR: Cate Blanchett’s role as the fictitious celebrity orchestra conductor/composer Lydia Tér is
easily the best acting performance of this year. It is bolstered by Todd Field’s immaculate direction
along with a stellar screenplay and perfect sound design. TAR is a contemplative character study that
not everyone will have the patience for. However, those that do will find it to be an intensely reward-
ing experience as Lydia Tar’s past and present begins to unravel.

4. Nope: I already praised this film for hundreds of words in my Weekly review on it but I truly
believe that it deserves every ounce of praise that it gets from anywhere. When people talk about the
best horror films of the 2020s this film will undoubtedly be mentioned often. It is very nearly a perfect
film and I am so excited for whatever Jordan Peele will make next.

3. Decision to Leave: Director Chan-Wook Park is one of my favorite directors of all time. Decision to
Leave just made me love his work even more. A Neo-Noir that leans more towards Hitchcock than
any contemporary Noir films, Decision to Leave is visual perfection. Each scene is so meticulously
planned and executed with so many things going on that it's almost impossible to take it all in. The
plot is clever and unpredictable and I am ecstatic to eventually rewatch this film.

2. Babylon: Perhaps the most misunderstood film of this year. Babylon is one big
glorious mess and I like it that way. The 3-hour epic about the 1920s-30s film indus-
try swings for the fences at every turn and I can’t get enough of it. I love it all, from
the pulse-pounding masterpiece of a score that seamlessly integrates with the film
to the unflinchingly decadent style that permeates every aspect of the film. This
ensemble-driven behemoth will either become a beloved cult classic in a decade, or
it'll be lost to time. I don’t care because either way, I get to enjoy every minute of it.

1.Everything Everywhere All At Once: The surprise low-budget indie
hit that became an Academy Award sweeping giant. Accolades aside,
Everything Everywhere All At Once is important. It is important as a piece
of representation as an Asian American, queer story. It is important
as a film that saw massive success despite not being tied to a massive
franchise or intellectual property. It is important because it is a film that
allows itself to be genuine. Yes, it’s very weird and yes, it's very silly.
However, it embraces that weirdness while never sacrificing the heart
that it keeps at its center. It is a film that showcases real human emotion.
This film doesn’t shy away from the fact that people, especially families,
genuinely hurt each other all the time and that it's not really okay. It al-
lows the audience to take those strong emotions in while also affirming
that there can still always be a chance for happiness, for healing. For me,
that means everything.
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Last Weeks Answers
1. Everything 2. Everywhere 3. All 4. At 5. Once
6. Won 7. The 8. Academy 9. Award 10. For
11. Best 12. Picture
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Gusties make some noise at nationals

Women’s swim team exceeds expectations
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Photo of the Gustie women at nationals.

Brady Boie
Sports Editor

he Gustavus Women's

I Swimming and Diving
team capped off one of
their most successful seasons
in recent memory this last
weekend in Greensboro, North
Carolina at the NCAA Division
I1I championships. The Gusties
brought four women - Sopho-
more Marit Isaacson, Junior
Lucy Peterson, and Seniors El-
len Hofstede and Abby Yartz,
to compete at nationals in nu-
merous relays and individual
events. The  women qualified
for their 200 freestyle relay at
the MIAC championship meet,
which opened the door for

.

Lucy Peterson beams after a race.

them to swim all five relays at
the national meet. Peterson and
Hofstede also achieved NCAA
B Cuts at the MIAC champion-
ship meet in individual races,
Hofstede qualified in the 100
butterfly and both Gusties
snagged B Cuts in the 50 free-
style. These cuts allowed Hof-
stede and Peterson to swim
individual races at nationals
once their relay had qualified.
“I think the [B Cut rule] is a
good thing. If a grouE of team-
mates is able to work together
and achieve a national-qual-
ifying time, they should also
be rewarded as individuals for
their own efforts,” Assistant
Coach Alex Lindstrom said.
Even before the Gusties
touched down in Greensboro,
the season had been a smash-

ing success. The women placed
second at the MIAC Champi-
onship meet and were only fif-
teen points short of an outright
victory against rival St. Cath-
erines. Peterson was impressed
with the effort and grit the
Gusties showed at this meet.

“Even before the
Gusties touched
down in Greensboro,
the season had been
a smashing success.”

“I thought we performed
extremely well... that was the
closest we had been to a MIAC
championship in so many
years... watching all of the in-
dividual swims and seeing ev-
eryone drop so much time was
the thing I was the most proud
of,” Peterson said.

As one would expect, these

reat performances were high-
ighted by the four qualifying
women. Zlofstede took first in
the 50 and 100 freestyle and
finished second in the 100 but-
terfly. Peterson took second in
the 100 freestyle and added a
seventh-place finish in the 200
freestyle. Isaacson finished in
the top three in all of her indi-
vidual events and Yartz found
herself on the podium twice.
With the help of some addi-
tional teammates, the Gusties
were able to take home victo-

| ries in three of the five relay

events and achieve a qualify-
ing time in the 200 freestyle
relay. While the women were
obviously thrilled with the
results, they were especially
grateful for another opportu-

nity to swim at nationals with
the same group of women who
had qualified the year before.

“Qualifying for nationals
was not the expectation given
how two of the people’s sea-
sons had gone... it was really
special to go with the four of us
again because two of them are
seniors and this will be the last
year with the four of us. It was
a great way to close out the sea-
son,” Isaacson said.

The women continued to
exceed expectations at the
nationals meet. The Gusties
placed higher than expected
in all of their relay swims and
made it back to the finals ses-
sions in multiple events. Their
best performance was in the
200 freestyle relay, where they
finished at the top of the conso-
lation final.

“We did a lot better than
we expected. We moved up in
placing from where we were
originally seeded, which is
pretty hard to do at nationals.
We made it back to finals in
both the 200 freestyle relay and
the 400 freestyle relay and we
were not expected to make it
back in either,” Isaacson said.

“We did a lot better
than expected. We
moved up in placing
from where we were
originally seeded,
which is pretty hard
to do at nationals.”

Both Isaacson and Peterson

shared a great appreciation for
their awesome seasons and are

Submitted.

already looking ahead to next
season with the hopes of bring-
ing a MIAC championship
back to Gustavus.

“Having another shot at
winning [the] MIAC next year
would be amazing. We will
continue to improve next year
as well,” Peterson said.

This sentiment was echoed
by Isaacson, who still has two
years left of swimming in her
college career.

“Time has really flown by,
but I am excited to see what the
next few years have in store. An
obvious team goal for us is to
win the MIAC championship.
A personal goal of mine is to
set the school record in the 200
freestyle. I was one-hundredth
of a second away from getting
that this year, so I would like to
have that by the time I leave,”
Isaacson said.

“Time has really
flown by, but | am ex-
cited to see what the

next few years have
in store. An obvious
team goal is for us to
win the MIAC cham-
pionship.”

While there’s no telling
what the future can hold for
the women’s swim team, we
can rest assured that the Gustie
women will continue to exceed

expectations and move for-
ward in a positive direction.
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Gusties capitalize in doubleheader

Women'’s tennis sweeps in home contest

N 4

—

Gustie player ducks below the net while waiting for her teammate to serve.

Nyden Hill
Staff Writer

ast week, on Saturday,

March 18, the Gustavus

women’s tennis team
hosted both Bethany Lutheran
and Northwestern-lowa in a
double-header at Swanson Ten-
nis Center.

The Gusties entered this
contest riding the momentum
of a one game winning streak,
coming off a stron%]9-0 perfor-
mance against Luther on Sat-
urday, March 11. Given this re-
cent dominant performance, the
Gusties still faced a tough test
in the form of a doubleheader
that stood in front of them, as
they hoped to improve on their
record of 6-7 to 8-7. Entering
competition, the Gusties’ first
competition of the day in North-
western-lowa held a record of
2-5, in which they hoped to im-
prove to 4-5. With a record of
1-1, Bethany Lutheran entered
the doubleheader in hopes of
improving to above .500, with a
potential record of 3-1.

With this tough test in mind,
it is important to note that suc-
cess at a high level is nothing
new to the Gusties. Entering
this season, the Gustavus wom-
en’s tennis team faced the chal-
lenge of repeating as conference
champions, as they clinched the
2022 MIAC tennis title last year.
With these kinds of expectations
in mind, the Gusties’ mindset
held firm and confident as they
looked to break .500 and make a
statement heading into the sec-
ond half of the season.

“Heading into the double

header, our team was excited to
Eet out there and compete. We

ad been training hard prior to
these matches and were ready
to use that training against ouf-
side competition,” Junior Mary
Enright said.

Against Northwestern-Io-
wa, the Gusties proved this as-
sertion correct. In doubles play,
the Gusties were nothing less
than dominant. To begin play
for the weekend, playing in
the number one doubles spot,
the duo of Senior, Emily Nor-
man and First-year, Pavla Yaki-
mova placed the Gusties in the
driver’s seat, as they defeated
their Northwestern-lowa op-
ponents in two sets by a score
of 87. Playing in the number
two spot, Senior Lili Elofson
and Sophomore Brooke Had-
droff emer%ed the victors by
a margin of six points, with a
final score of 8-2 in their match
against  Northwestern-lowa.
In the final doubles action of
the match, the pair of First-
year Ashley Strobel and First-
year Taylor Ruhl completed
the Gustie sweep, putting the
Gusties firmly ahead of their
competition.

“Sweeping the doubles
definitely gave the players con-
fidence going into the singles.
Our play in singles was out-
standing,” said Head Coach
Jon C arigson

In singles, the Gusties re-
mained in firm control of the
match, as Norman and Had-
dorff both bested their oppo-
nents, playing in the number
one and two singles spots, re-
Zpectively. While the Gusties

ropped” one singles match,

they were able to redeem
themselves with another pair
of dominant gerformances by
First-year Madison Packer and
Stroebel, who both defeated
their opponents in two sets.

This momentum from the
first match of the day against
Northwestern-lowa seemed to
translate well into the second
match of the day for the Gusties
in their matchup with Bethany
Lutheran. In results that seem-
ingly mirrored the doubles ac-
tion from the previous match,
the gusties swept their compe-
tition with results of 8-1, 8-1,
and 8-0, respectively.

While the Gusties dropped
one of the six singles games in
their match against Northwest-
ern-lowa, they were able to ful-
ly capitalize on the momentum
built by the doubles games, as
they went 6-0 in singles play.
In singles, the Gusties defeat-
ed their opposition handedly,
with the closest margin being a
6-3 victory in the second set of
Enright’s ‘win against Bethany
Lutheran.

“The Gusties de-
feated their opposi-
tion handedly, with
the closest margin
being a 6-3 victory
in the second set of

Enright’s win.”

With this strong showing at
home, the Gusties ook forward
to continuing this momentum

against Concordia University
in Moorehead, Minnesota on

March 26, and hope to finish
the rest of the season with great
expectations in mind.

“We hope to continue to
grow as a team, inspire each
other, and represent our pro-
gram in a positive way. We are
excited for the rest of the sea-
son,” said Enright.

Enright was not the only
person to share this sentiment,
as Carlson had a similar mind-
set for as to how he envisioned
the rest of the season playing
out based on this weekend’s
results.

Gustie keeps her eye on the ball.

Submitted

“We talk about everyone
improving themselves = im-
proves the whole team. I know
that the players who played
last Saturday got to see in
matchplay that their level has
jumped since the beginning of
the season. That’s exactly what
we need Eo'mg into spring
break and the heart of our con-
ference schedule,” said Carl-
son.

We wish the Gusties the
best of luck as they hope to win
their second straight MIAC ti-
tle this spring.

Submitted.
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Gusties are national champions
Women'’s hockey closes season in storybook fashion

Guisties take home the national title.

Parker Burman
Staff Writer

he Gustavus Women’s
I Hockey team returned
to campus on Monday
as National Champions. After
long and hard-fought games
out east, the Gusties prevailed
and proved that they were the
best team in the nation. It took
nearly six thrilling periods of
hockey in the final against Am-
herst to complete the 2-1 victory
to secure the Gusties’ first-ever
National Championship.

With a run time of 101:33,
the game now enters the record
books as the longest title game
in NCAA DIII hockey history
and the first to ever go past one
overtime. The game is also a
Gustavus record, breaking the
previous record of 101:02 in
the 2018 NCAA tournament.
The Gustie victory marks the
first NCAA title for a women'’s
MIAC hockey team and the first

Goaltender Katie McCoy won NCAA Tournament

for any team in the Western
region.

Gustavus started the game
with plenty of chances to score
with First-year Lily Mortenson
ripping a shot just two minutes
into the game, with the rebound
finding Senior Clara Billings’s
stick ?or a near goal. Junior
Brooke Power had a similar
high-intensity chance a few
minutes later with a 2-on-1 op-
portunity that Amherst’s goalie
denied. The Gusties had accu-
mulated six shots in the first ten
minutes of the game, preventing
Amberst from attempting a shot
on Senior goalie Katie McCoy
until they gave Amherst two
power plays in the second half
of the period.

Ambherst Goalie Natalie
Stott had played her way to
five straight shutout games
for 361:36 of scoreless hockey
until the second period of the
title game. At 14:46 Mortenson,
who was the hero in the semi-
final match against Plattsburgh,

Submitted

found the back of the net again
for the 1-0 lead. Senior defense-
man Gabby Sylkas stretched out
to keep the puck in the offensive
zone before sending a pass to
Mortenson who buried it into
the net.

“That moment was amazing.
I did my part as the D in that
situation and kept the puck in
and itlanded perfectly on Lily’s
stick and she finished the job.
Couldn’t have trusted anyone
more in that situation to get the
job done,” Slykas said.

“It was a really cool feeling,
especially scoring the game-
winning goal in the semi-final.
But to score in the national
championship was a whole dif-
ferent feeling,” Mortenson said.

Entering the third period,
the Gusties just had to main-
tain their 1-0 lead for 20 more
minutes to secure a national
championship. McCoy was
peppered with shots through-
out the periods but the Gusties
returned the favor to Stott on
the other end of the ice. With
1:49 remaining on the clock
Amberst pulled their goalie for
the 6-on-5 man advantage in a
final push to score. The 6-on-5
proved successful as a shot from
an Ambherst defenseman was
tipped successfully short-side
to slip under McCoy’s blocker
with 1:12 left in regulation of
the period.

ith the end of the third
period, the game turned into a
marathon for the ages, becom-
ing an instant classic. Gustavus
controlled the overtime periods,
outshooting Amherst 31-12 and
controlling the puck in the of-
fensive zone for large portions
of each period. Seniors Hailey
Holland and Tina Press com-

bined for several chances across
all three overtime periods. The
older of the two Holland sisters,
Hailey, tried her best to put the
game away with five shots in
overtime.

However, it would be the
younger Holland sister, Sopho-
more Kaitlyn Holland, who put
the game away for the Gusties.
With the puck on her stick,
Mortenson sent a shot wide
that was saved anyways by
Stott with the puck finding the
stick of Billings. Billings sent it
to the right post where Kaitlyn
Holland forced in the puck for
the game-winner at 1:33.

“Everyone dreams of being
at the top and for us, this was
that, so it is just something that
hasn’t really sunk in yet that
we actually did it. My sister has
always been my number one
fan so it felt great having her
on the ice and also my whole
team is full of my best friends
so not only got to do it with my
sister but also my best friends,”
Hailey Holland said.

In over 100 minutes of game-
play, Hailey Holland led the
team with 11 shots on goal,
leading to 59 on the net for the
Gusties, a season-high. Mc-
Coy, who nearly had the shut-
out, saved 33 of 34 shots and
was instrumental in keeping
the Gusties in the game. Her
performance in the title game
and throughout the NCAA
Tournament led to McCoy be-
ing named NCAA Tournament
MVP. “T kept focused on my
‘why’ and told myself that T
would do anything to keep the
puck out of the net for my team.
I knew that they would score.
I just had to buy them time,”

cCoy said.

Submitted

Coach Mike Carroll received
the traditional victory ice bath
after securing his first national
championship, in his 492nd ca-
reer win in his 24th year at the
helm of the Gustavus Women'’s
Hockey team. “It was awfully
cold, but a %lreat feeling. I tried
to get off the ice cause I saw
them coming and almost made
it, then got to the end and
thought well what the heck.
They’re making the effort to do
that so I might as well soak it
up,” Coach Carroll said.

For all of the Seniors on the
team who have spent the last
four plus years chasing that
elusive national champion-
ship, this is a dream come true.
Fifth-years Press, Sylkas, and
Kayla Vrieze all finished their
Gustavus careers in the best
way possible. The three of them
combined for 184 career points,
121 of which belong to Press, in
121 games, who finishes her ca-
reer eighth all-time in Gustavus
women'’s points.

“Alll gotta say is what better
way to go out? To leave GAC
as a National Champion is un-
real. It is something [ will never
forget, especially since it was a
huge milestone for multiple rea-
sons. I am so happy my team-
mates and I were ai,mle to get it
done, can not ask for a better
way to end my college hockey
playing career,” Sylkas said.

“I couldn’t have dreamed
for anything different. Only one
team gets to end their season on
a win so I'm extremely grateful
that it was us. Obviously, that
was my last hockey game but
the sadness is overshadowed
by the joy of being a national
champion,” Vrieze said.



