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GUSTIE of the WEEK

Emma Kelsey
Staff Writer

week’s Gustie of the Week.
A business management
major with an emphasis on
entrepreneurship and a Span-
ish minor, Sletten values the
Eersonal experiences she has
een able to get at Gustavus.
She has made an impact on
campus and in the lives of her
eers, and has high hopes for
er future after graduating
from Gustavus this spring.
Sletten reflects on what she
loves about the Gustavus cam-
pus and community, saying how
much she loves the intimate
learning style and passion-
ate faculty and students. “My
favorite part of Gustavus is
probabl{ the small, conversa-
tion style learning that comes
with the business courses. M
professors this semester are aﬁ
very passionate about their jobs
and passionate about our suc-
cess as students - a majority of
my classes are discussion based
and student directed which is

Senior Abbey Sletten is this

Abbey Sletten

something that works well for
me personally,” Sletten said.
She hopes to E;Cus Sﬂeciﬁcally
on fully immersing herself in
her Entrepreneurship II class
she is taIEing this semester.

“M ' l

gft rollogeds to

el ap@y% den-
joy my life.

After graduating this spring,
Sletten will work another sum-
mer at Al & Alma’s Charter
Cruises on Lake Minnetonka,
and see where life takes her
from there. “My main goal af-
ter college is to be happy and
enjoy my life and see where the
adventure takes me, while being
the best & most independent
version of myself,” Sletten said.

Junior Britta Blanding, who
was roommates with Sletten for
all of last year, says that Sletten
was not only the best roommate,
but a unique individual with
so many good qualities. “She is
a very open, outgoing person,
who is always understanding
and accepting of others. One
of the qualities that stands out
most about Abbey is her kind-

Soren Sackreiter

ﬂﬁﬁey Sletten

ness to everyone around her
and her ability to put herself in
others’ shoes,” Blanding said.

Fellow senior Claire Johnson,
who met Sletten during their
first years here at Gustavus in a
Spanish class, and roomed with
her during their sophomore
year, says that Sletten represents
Gustavus well, that she is al-
ways prepared, organized, and
takes on leadership roles with
grace in classes and on campus.

“If someone were to ask me,
“whois a strong woman in your
life?”, one of the first people
to come to my mind would be
Abbey. She works very hard to
achieve her goals, she knows
what she needs to do and she
does it, yet, she is very balanced.
While striving towards her goals
she still prioritizes making time
for herself, the people that are
important to her, and her over-
all well-being. I really admire
that about her,” Johnson said.

Soren Sackreiter

Abbey Sletten

Do you have a suggestion for a Gustavus stu-
dent,
professor, or staff member who could be our next
Gustie of the Week?

If so, send their name, position on campus, and a short description of why you
think they should be recognized to
weekly@gustavus.edu
for a chance to be featured!

A representative from the Gustavian Weekly will be in contact with you via
email if your suggestion is chosen to be featured in an issue of the paper.
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Get into the swing of it

Michaela Woodward
Staff Writer

n Wednesday nights,
Alumni Hall gets swing-
ing.

Gustavus’ Swing Club meets
every Wednesday from 9-11 for
students interested in learning
dance steps or practicing their
existing dgnce skills. Not only
an environment for learning,
Swing Club is a relaxing social
gathering where everyone is
welcome.

President Addison Schloo
and Vice-President Megan
Lipke began attending Swing
Club as first-years. Now sopho-
mores, Schloo and Lipke run
the club.

“[Schloo] and I both started
§oing together when we were

reshmen. It was really fun
for both of us. We were dance
partners. I was the lead, she
was the follow. We found out
that all of the leadership team
were seniors last spring. They
kind of just said, ‘Oh, you two
were the only ones interested in
leadership, so here’s the club’.
We’ve kind of made it our own
this year. We've been teaching
ourselves new moves so that we
can keef teaching different stuff
to people who are involved in it,
whichis super fun,” Lipke said.
“We started talking to the

2017 Gustavus Swing Club

leadership team and learned
that they were looking for un-
derclassmen to volunteer to
take over since most of the
leadership team was graduat-
ing. [Lipke] and I agreed that
we wanted to make sure that the
club would always be there for
students so we would take over
the club when the leadership
team graduated,” Schloo said.

Swing Club is a low stress
environment, even if you have
no experience dancing.

“Swing Club is just a bunch
of people who like to hang out
together. You don’t really even
have to be good at dancing,
because with the lesson, you're
taught how to dance and we
try to take it as slow or as fast
as people seem to want it. You
learn how to have social dances.
We're learning swing dancing
particularly, we're also learning
a bit of ballroom, this spring,
which I think will be super fun.
Honestly just getting to know
partners and being able to dance
with different people is the main
goal,” Lipke said.

“We strive to create a wel-
coming environment for people
to come and be able to express
themselves through dance. Un-
like individual kinds of dance,
swing dance is a social dance
which means you have to learn
how to dance with a partner.
While that may be very stressful

for some people, we try to cre-
ate a place where everyone feels
comfortable and welcomed.
Swing dance is an amazing club
and is the best stress reliever
and way to have fun with your
friends!” Schloo said.

The inclusivity of Swing
Club is something that Senior
Olivia Panning appreciates
about the organization.

“I think Swing Club is unique
from other orgs on campus be-
cause of how inclusive it is for
people of all abilities, learning
styles, backgrounds, etc. What
I appreciate the most is that
you can come knowing nothing
about swing and leave at the
end knowing the basics steps
and some cool trick combos to
show off. I've only been swing
dancing for the past three and a
half years and know moves that
surely look advanced but just
took alittle time and a few times
of trying with my dance partner
to get down,” Panning said.

Panning began attending
Swing Club meetings as a first
year with minimal dance experi-
ence, like Schloo and Lipke.

“I was at the involvement
fair signing up for everythin
I could and wasn’t sure whic|
clubs I'd actually get involved
in and stick with. So, during the
first week I was on the edge of
whether or not I actually was
going to go to swing. It was

kind of a choice between going
alone and anxiously trying to
find a person I just met to be
my partner or not going and
not getting out of my comfort
zone. Naturally, I landed in the
middle. I wenf to swing with a
friend who danced with me as
my partner so that was comfort-
ing and then was dancing in a
group setting learning a dance
I'had never done before which
was very uncomfortable. Aside
from polka dancing during fam-
ily events, T hadn’t danced since
I'was very young. That first
meeting though, I was hooked.
Swing is fast paced and fun,
always keeping you on your
toes,” Panning said.
Swing Club naturally has
a relaxed environment that is
flexible for people of all abilities.
“Our typical meeting, we
start at 9 pm and we usually
wait a few minutes for people to
show up, and then we start our
lesson E)r the day, sometimes
do announcements or a little
overview of events coming up.
We'll do our lesson for 30 to 45
minutes, depending on how
many moves there are. And then
the rest of the time, until 11 is
free swing. Anybody can stay
as long as they want and keep
racticing the moves we've
earned so far. We’ve had some
people try to teach themselves
new moves during that time

]

and they teach other people as
well which is really fun to see,”
Lipke said.

Newcomers should not wor-
ry about being behind — those
who attend the club consistent]
will be able and willing to teac
the moves.

“Recently we have been hav-
ing other students teach moves

f§1ey know any so that we give

others an opportunity to teach
their peers. We strive to have
a very relaxed environment
where anyone is welcome, no
matter their skill level,” Schloo
said.

On April 21st, Swing Club
will be hosting the Spring Ball
on campus with live music. In

reparation, they are learning
gal room dances this spring.

“We're very excited, it's go-
intﬁ to be our biggest event yet,
I think,” Lipke said.

Students who want to refine
their dance skills before the bi
event are invited to Swing CIngJ
meetings whenever they’re able
to attend.

“Even if you don’t attend
Swing Club, you're definitely
welcome to come to the dances,”
Lipke said.

-

Gustavian Weekly Archives



39om 18I B 9ARH 'NOA IOJ SYIoM
I1 J1 mouy] oul )9 pue A1) & 0o1oeid 1Y) 9A1S 03 noA 25eInodus T *oJI] 03 Joeq JIosAw ayjealq AJ[euonuajul pue
doss qim | ‘(u9yjo 9ymb suaddey yoryam) o1p BUUOS I, AYI] [99]  AUIT} JXAU Y[, AW} B JE [JBAIQ SUO JT 3ye}
S 391 Inq ‘Sunsarur papunos jey) sonbruyoo) Suryjesaiq , padueApe,, 210w Jo eI0Y)A[d B 910M 219y} 9SIN0d JO

*K)9IXUR pUE SSOIIS JBGUIOD 0)
jeodoy “(;ySu ‘uny 1odns) punos Surysooym € SULEW J[IYA § JO JUNOD B 0} YINOW JNOA YSNOIY) INO dYIeaIq
UQY ], °/ JO JUNOD B 10 YJealq INok P[OH °f JO JUNOD & I0F 3s0U INoA ySnoxy) dfeyul ‘onbruyos) siyy 9onoerd
o], *pre doo[s & Sk pasn 9q UED pUe [3ealq INoA [01u0d 0} nok smo[e anbruyos) siy) ‘Suryearg xoq o) Ie[Iuig

*s3uny oA Jo Ino pue ur Jre SuryIedIq JO UOTIESUIS Y} U0 JUISnooy
9[yA 18adY 4 JO JUNOD ® 10 UTeSe ealq Mok poy ‘A[[eurd "4 JO JUNOd & I0J YINOUI INOA BIA JNO dYILAIq
UQY [, *{ JO JUNOD JOYIOUL I0J ILaIq INOA PJOH {7 JO JUNOD © 0] ISOU INOA BIA UI 9Y1Iq A[MO]S *sFun] oA jo
Jno Ire Ay [[e ajealq A[mors pue Jystens dn yis ‘onbruyoay siy) sonoeld o, -eouewniofrad aaoxdwr pue ssans
90npai o) s[euolssajoid pue sajayIe Jo K191 & Aq pasn s1 anbruyos) siy) ‘Suryieaiq - se umouwy os[y

SunaIg Xog

6aovq | €20t be xuvauaag

S3dN1v3d

*JNO puE Ul AYeaIq 0} Sumnunuod ‘(s 1sayd ok Jurdeay] “sdij moA ysnoy) o Juiyieaiq
pue premumop Juissard a[iym (miq poydinos pue pauyep Jodns SUroo| ale YoIym) sqe Inok usyysiy, [[ns
159y0 InoA Surdoay 9[Iym puey] oA jsureSe 2sir AJ[oq INOA Sur[aog ‘YorwIo)s INOA SpIEMO) UMOP JIe ) puds
0) A1) pue 9sou Inok ySnoiy) ur ayjealq A[MO[S "YorwOo)sS INOA UO PUBY JOYJOUR PUE JSAYD INOK UO PuEy U0
Suroed ‘uonisod 9[qeIIOJWOD € UL UMOP 1] 10 JIS ‘Onbruyody s1y) 9onoeld o], *ayjealq nok se wiseryderp mok
dA0W 0] S9SN INOA SAZI[NN Jey) yjealq doop ‘Suof e ur Sunje; saAjoAur anbruyoa) siy) ‘sjse33ns sweu ay) Sy

:payte)s 323 0) sanbruyae) yromyjeaiq semndod dwos Je Joo[ e aye) .39 asuodsar Jysiy 1o
IS oY) SASLAIOIP PUEB dJes oI, NOA Jet) owaul ) §193 UTeIq InoL ‘syjealq doop Surye) A[SNOIOSUOD puL UMOpP
SUIMO[S U AN "9suodsal Y31y 10 JYSY Ino SI9FF L) PUB WEINSPOO[q ) SULIAIUS USAXO Y3 SHWI] YOIYM ‘MO]
-[eys pue JseJ aIealq 01 AOUIPU) AY) JARY IM ‘(JUSWUSISSE ANUI-ISL] B UT SUIWWEIO 91,N0A Uaym YI[) SNt
-XUR IO PISSAIS USYAN “WIASAS SNOAIU [RIUD INOA UO 109)J9 SUIZeUWIR U JARY ULD YIOMUIEIq ‘UONIPpe Uf

*Apoq 9y} U0 1091Jo KIojeuuRyuL
-TIUR U 9ARY PUR ‘POOW INOA 9)BAS[S ‘HJ POO[q 10K azI[ey[e 0) AN[Iqe $)I 10J pasteid ST YIOMYILIq ‘[oIRasal
SYNUIIIS JO SULId) UJ Ul YIealq 3Y) U0 Apoq pue puil InoA YSLNOU pue INO [Jealq dY) UO SSAI)S PUE SUIXO)
9SBATAI 0) JOpIO UT S1eA Jo spuesnoy) Joy 9jdoad £q peonoeid ueaq sey yromyiealq ‘onoeid eSoA ur sjoo1
PIA MU Suryjou s 31 YO Y1, 1O WeIFeIsu] uo Surpuas) A[Judodl JIOMYIealq Uods dAeY Aew noA ySnoyiy

JIOMIJJERIq UO [DIBaSaI dwos PIp | ‘Sureq uewny Suruonouny

AJ[ny & 91| 9yIeaIq O UIL9| 0] 1I0JJo Uk U] "SuIyIealq MO[[eys 1o Iay1aS0) [[e yiealq Aw Suipjoy Joylio w, |
‘Kep 2y INOYSNOIY) LY} PAOIIOU PUR (JOAIAY) YIB[ I0) SHqEY SUIILaIq AW JO dIEME QW03 AA, ] ‘UL OUIS
-o1p 0) Sur03 SYM [ ‘yedk os

‘Suryiearq ), usem |

*3Ury) QU0 PAdNIOU | ‘FuoIm sem Jeym JjasAw payse pue 3urdA) paddois [ uayay "a1p 03 Juros sem

13ySnoy) T jey) AJTXUE JO SABM B YONS [IIM JIY SEA | ‘JUSIUSISSE-PIW YSIP € IA0 payduny ‘Aep 19710 oy,
noq

*A[SNOLIAS ‘ON

*JN0 AYILAAQ ‘Ul AYJrAIY

ADILIM S241mD2,] “apaof PATY £ udLIM

buiyivaig ybnouyy ssaias buinaijay

NOSIAVNNAT SVNOT AH AALVAND OTHAVED) | 8 9%



PAGE 10

OPINION

KYRA STEPAN

The importance of snow days

Jonas Doerr
Opinion Columnist

becoming more and more un-

predictable. An oddly warm
winter, severe snow storms in
February, and dried up water
sources all around Minnesota are
just a few of the indicators that
something is out of the ordinary.
Through all of the uncertainty,
one thing is certain-that we have
a right to the magic of snow
days. Snow days are an impor-

It’s clear that the weather is

tant facet of the reality of living
in the snowy land of Minnesota.

“There is something
sacred in a snow day.”

Snow days are a Minnesotan
kid’s dream. There is something
sacred to a snow day, as if some
divine entity touched down and
declared a break themselves.
The declaration signals it is time
to do all of the things that we
would not otherwise have the
time to do.

Immediately after a snow
day is announced, you can al-
most feel the air buzzing with
the excitement of possibility. In
the vibrations of the buzzing are
ideas of what movies to watch,
what snacks to have, and which
board games to ilay during the
impromptu break. It is the tyge
of excitement that cannot be
found during our typical daily
routines.

Our routines and the way we
normally do things have been
permanently altered in more
ways than one. The effects of CO-
VID-19 continue to impact every

part of our lives. I am preaching
to the choir a bit when I say that
the pandemic has made a sig-
nificant and course altering dif-
ference in how school operates.
We are seeing an increase in the
number of classes held online,
or distance learning days in pri-
mary schools. The convenience
of online learning has come with
meaningful ~advantages, but
forcing students to attend school
during a snow emergency isn’t
one of them.

“The benefits of
online learning do not
outweight the divine
right Minnesotans
have to have a snow
day.”

It does sound like Gustavus
has come to this same conclu-
sion: that the benefits of online
learning do not outweigh the di-
vine right Minnesotans have to
have a snow day. Snow days are
a mystical few days of a break
where we can contemplate why

we put ourselves through such
an ordeal that is a snow storm.
We already live in what could be
considered a winter wonderland
to some, and a winter nightmare
to others, so a snow day is a bo-
nus for such harsh conditions.

Given the world we live in,
we need to take what kinds of
magical moments we can get.
It feels like everyday there 1s a
new heartbreaking ‘and miser-
able news headline that confirms
the rough nature of the world.
Snow days can appear to be an
insignificant element to consider
in the grand scheme of everyday
life, but they have the potential
to be a small escape from ex-
hausting routines.

This~ argument cannot be
made without acknowledging
how annoying snow days can be
to educators and administrators.
Snow days complicate things.
They interfere Wig’l pre-planned
lessons and the flow of the se-
mester. They force teachers and
professors to reconfigure their
schedules and cut out important
material from their plans. I'm
sure that I would feel a bit differ-
ently about snow days if I have

not been a student for more than
a consecutive decade of my life.
But the fact remains that a snow
day can be a much-needed break
for everyone.

I believe that small breaks can
make a big difference in student
performance. For many of us, a
weekend is no longer a break. It
is filled with work, volunteer-
ing, or some other responsibility
that prevents us from taking that
much-needed rest from the aca-
demic rat race. A snow day can
be a much-needed disruption
to our normally scheduled pro-
gramming.

Like many people, L hate devi-
ating and changing my schedule
to accommodate unforeseeable
circumstances. It is annoying,
inconvenient, and a nuisance.
However, the only certain thing
in life is that there will be plenty
of uncertainties. We can choose
whether we want to embrace the
magical uncertainty of a snow
day or continue the hustle and
shove our way through.

and make someone happy.

submitted
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Is this a cult of learning?

Jonas Doerr

Opinion Columnist

e're living in a cult,
and our charismatic
leader is learning.

This campus is obviously
not a cult, however, it has man
characteristics of one. Accord-
ing to Dr. Janja Lalich, a lead-
ing expert on cults out of Cali-
fornia State University Chico,
cults focus heavily on bringing
in new members and making
money, expect members to
spend inordinate amounts of
time on group activities, pro-
mote an us vs. them mental-
ity, and are not accountable to
higher authorities for many of
their actions.

QOur  recruitment efforts
clearly demonstrate the first
point. Before I applied to Gus-
tavus, I received what seemed

like dozens of emails.

One might say Gusties over-
commit themselves on campus,
but there seems to be a culture
of encouraging people to be-
come very involved. Walk
once through the halls of the
involvement fair, and one will
Erobably find themselves on

ive or more clubs’ email lists.
It's difficult to find time for jobs
or activities off campus unless
one wants to feel isolated from
what's going on here.

Our sports teams cultivate
an antagonistic mentality. Per-
haps it’s usually just silliness,
but Gusties can get rather riled
up about St. Olaf. And how
many Gusties wouldn’t say
our school is better than others
after being here two or three
years?

And while private colleges
do have to follow most laws,
there are plenty of things they
can get away with. For exam-
ple, the First Amendment does
not apply to private colleges.
Because they are not receiving
public funding, they can make
whatever rules they want
about free speech.

That’s not enough to make
this a cult, however. To the best
of my knowledge, we don’t
perform mind-altering prac-
tices to brainwash people, we
allow disagreement and dis-
sent at least to some extent, and

as much as we ap}ireciate our
President, I don’t think any of
us consider her a Messiah or an
exalted being. There’s plenty of
cult characteristics we avoid.

But what if we reframe the
question? What if it’s not this
place, but our end goal that
makes us a cult? What if learn-
ing is the exalted being that’s
dragging us in?

Learning is glorified over
nearly everything. We pro-
mote education as the solution
to life; graduate college, and
you are on the path to success.
Drop out of high school? Good
luck! Very few people are en-
couraged to go into the trades
if their family members didn’t.

Much of that learning is
only for the sake of learning.
Regardless of whether one
finds their classes useful or
not, nearly everyone consumes
pointless learning. Who hasn’t
seen an eye-catching video
promising life hacks that will
change your life? Of course,
their life was probably exactly
the same afterwards, minus a
wasted 5 minutes.

Even when students seem
to not want to learn, they wish
they were learning. Those
sleepy students in an 8am
class, if they can’t go back to
bed, probably have a number
of learning activities to do as
soon as they get out of class.

They’ll scroll through so-
cial media feeds, learning what
‘friends’ they haven’t seen in
years have been doing. They’ll
read some of the latest news,
learning what’s happening in
places they will never visit.
They’ll watch Tik Toks or You-
Tube videos, learning the latest
trends so they will seem knowl-
edgeable in conversations.

So much learning for so lit-
tle purpose.

Purpose or not, there are
consequences. Learning dic-
tates how learners should think
and feel. It tells people not to
disagree; the facts don’t lie.
People who achieve high lev-
els of learning are placed in an
elite group with special titles.
People who don’tlearn enough
are shamed. People have to
spend inordinate amounts of
time learning or risk falling be-
hind.

People are encouraged to so-
cialize only with others of simi-
lar knowledge levels. They're
afraid of what would happen if
they left; if they turned off their
news feed, their social media,
or their daily podcasts.

What is this? It’s a cult. A
cult of learning.

Perhaps this is only the hive
mind speaking through me,
but I don’t believe the way
to escape is by not learning.
Learning is good, in modera-

tion. Learning is good when it
has a purpose and that knowl-
edge is used for something.

Learning must be balanced
by doing.

We must filter the informa-
tion stream to what is useful.
We must stop filling our mem-
ory banks with ideas that are
stored for a never-coming fu-
ture. We must learn to be better
at action.

Once the preparation of
learning is done, live! Use
the information to do life bet-
ter. We should not be learning
more than we are doing; what
is the purpose of that?

When we learn, we are nat-
urally self-focused. We think
of what we can do to improve
ourselves and wonder what
we’re doing wrong.

But when we act, we give
back. Instead of only tak-
ing information, by doing we
can share something with the
world that was not there be-
fore. We can create! We can in-
spire! We can love.

Don’t drop out of college.
Don’t panic about the cult
of learning you just realized
Eou're in. But if you're tired of

eing a desert that drinks and
drinks and never gives back,
grow a cactus and make some-
one happy.

Why cookies are superior to
brownies

Houston McLaury
Opinion Columnist

or desserts, the Evelyn
FYoung Dining Hall offers
a multitude of choices.
Cheesecakes, crumbles,
cupcakes, anything to fill the
heart of the young aspiring
college student. Students often
grab these desserts at the end
of the day as a pick-me-up,
something to rewaré) their work
during the day, and to allow
themselves a  celebration of
getting through their assigned
workload. But, what is the most
fulfilling to the sensitive pallet
of the student, a brownie or a
cookie?
I believe that the standard
chocolate chip cookie from the
Caf is the standout, rather than

the brownie. The cookie can be
applied to any pallet, thanks to
its mixture of sweet flavors and
crunchy exterior. Meanwhile,
the chocolate brownie is much
too rich for itself, destroyin;
its potential and use in the ric
flavor of chocolate that drowns
the pallet of those that consume
it. Not only that, but it's soft
texture does little to improve its
condition for my palate. These
shortcomings add up, hence
putting the brownie beneath the
cookie. These are the following
reasons why the cookie is better
than the brownie.

Breaking down the standard
of a chocolate chip cookie will
help to unravel the mystery of its
flavor. For most chocolate chip
cookies, the recipes often consist
of sugar, flour, salt, butter,
baking soda, eggs, chocolate
chips and, of course, water. For
brownies, it follows a similar
format, consisting of sugar, flour,
chocolate chips, salt, eggs, extra
virgin olive oil, water, and the
most obvious deviation: cocoa
powder

This is where the two most
important differences in the
ingredients can be found, the

first being the cocoa powder in
the brownies, the second being
the baking soda in the cookies,
which adds to the complexities
of its flavor profile. These
differences separate the rich
flavor of brownies from the
delicious flavors of the cookie.
The first difference, cocoa
powder, provides the most
significant  change to  the
inferiority of the brownie. As
said earlier, the worst part of a
brownie is the richness of them,
or the immediate feeling of
fullness one gets after eating a
brownie. For me, I try to chase
down the brownie with a glass
of milk to resolve this issue, this
rich feeling flooding my sense of
taste, but oftentimes I rarely go
back to the Caf to grab some miﬁ<.
So, for the rest of the night I have
to suffer through the rich taste of
chocolate on my taste buds, or
chase it down with water, which
does an even greater disservice
to the already horrid dessert.
Compare’ this to the cookie,
which prioritizes the use of
baking soda. This addition of
baking soda, while allowing
the cookie to rise, also allows
for a saltier taste of the cookie.

This saltier taste is why I adore
cookies, because it balances out
the sweet flavor of the cookie.
In the downfall of a brownie,
all I am able to taste is the sweet
richness of the chocolate, while
with cookies I am able to get a
wonderfully delicious blend of
sweetness and salt.

Then there is the issue of
texture regarding the brownie.
With the brownie, depending
on the way it is baked, it can
result in three different textures:
cakey, chewy, and fudgy. But on
campus I've only encountered
the cakey and chewy types of
brownie.” The cakey brownie,
while sweet, often crumbles
beneath the grasp, and gets stuck
in between my teeth, adding to
the discomfort of the everlasting
rich taste.

However, the chewy brownie
is only slightly better. It has a
much more defined crust that
encases the soft center of the
brownie, but still suffers from
the richness all brownies are
inherently made with. This is
again, where the cookie shines
through, brave and true. The
texture of the cookie shines
because of its toughness, the

crunch one feels as soon as they
sink their teeth into the delicacy.
There’s little to no crumbs that
fall from it, leading to an easy
clean up and an overall divine
texture. Another reason why the
cookie is superior to the brownie.

The problem with brownies is
not the texture, but the flavor of
the treat. Its richness immediately
fills up a person, and requires
something to wash it down, the
best option being milk but what
tends to be the only option is
water, adding to the displeasure
of the confection. Meanwhile,
cookies are not fully rich due to
their ingredients and they have a
more complex flavor profile than
a brownie. This difference in
flavor, and in ingredients, is the
reason why cookies are superior
to the dubious brownie.



