
Transnational identity rises at Gustavus 

Ayushi Kalyani
Opinion Columnist

long trips.
Senior Maripaz Alvarez is an 

international student from Can-
cun, Mexico. She has been in the 
U.S for four years. She identifies 
the difference in her personality 
since she’s been here. Growing 
up in Mexican society, where 
people greet each other with 
hugs and kisses, Alvarez claims 
to be more conscious and aware 
of how she interacts with people 
in the U.S. “The definitions of 
personal boundaries are very 
different,” Alvarez said, an 
opinion I resonate with.

Gustavus encourages critical 
thinking and analysis which has 
now become a habit as I partici-
pate in any discourse. Alvarez 
too observes the disciplines of 
international relations, cultural 
aspects, politics, government, 
and organizational behavior in-
fluencing the way she interprets 
and acts in her daily life.

These behavioral habits 
don’t change when we go home. 
“It has made me more critical 
of  my own actions, thoughts 
and beliefs and those of people 
around me,” Alvarez said, “I no-
tice actions of people I grew up 
with in a way I wouldn’t have 
acknowledged or given rel-
evance to before living abroad.”

I go home to get into debates 
and arguments about topics that 
my childhood friends don’t feel  
are necessary to converse about. 
They usually joke about how 
I’m “touchy” about gender roles 
or consent, or critique courteous 
habits, which I have adopted 
from  Minnesota’s society. For 
them, these “strange” habits of 
being “too nice” or “caring too 
much” would account as flirt-

opinionpage 10  Editor Emily Seppelt

D ear First-years,

It’s almost mid-
terms, and with those come 
increased academic stress. 
We’ve all heard tips on how 
to decrease this kind of stress: 
do yoga, deep breathing, eat 
right, etc. But I want to talk 
about what happens when 
your stress is greater, and 
these simple fixes don’t help. 
Occasional anxiety is normal, 
but if you have felt uncon-
trollable stress for at least six 
months, about a number of 
different aspects of your life, 
you might have an anxiety 
disorder.

I have struggled with 
anxiety for years, but I never 

Advice for the floundering first-year

Marie Osuna
Copy Editor

They are around us. They 
are among us. They are us. 
Gustavus takes pride in its 

diversity and the international 
community, but how many of 
us are aware of the term trans-
nationality?

Transnationality is an iden-
tity that develops from the 
social and cultural structures 
of more than one nation. People 
who live a transnational life are 
comfortable with cultures of 
more than one country.

The majority of the student 
body at Gustavus comes from 
neighboring towns in Minne-
sota and not all are availed an 
opportunity to travel or study 
abroad. At a liberal arts college, 
however, every student is given 
a window into international 
experiences, cultures, and tra-
ditions without having to take 

ing or just unnecessary things 
to waste time on.

In the U.S, I have been 
stopped a few times in the 
middle of a conversation to be 
asked where I am from. When I 
tell them that I am an interna-
tional student, a series of ques-
tions follow up regarding how 
long have I been here, how long 
do I plan to stay, etc.

One of the most common 
reactions I have received from 
giving out this information is 
regarding my accent, or lack of, 
as  people often tell me that I 
“don’t sound very Indian.” I get 
similar remarks at home when 
I fly back every summer. “You 
don’t act Indian anymore” my 
friends would say.

I am usually confused as to 
how I should prove my Indian-
ness to them. This, in my belief, 
is a part of my transnationality. I 
like to say that my psyche floats 
in the oceans between the two 
countries I live in, in order to 
fit into their respective societies.

This year, the Building 
Bridges conference focused on 
the history of immigration in 
the U.S to discuss the present 
debate and policies of immigra-
tion. Assistant Professor of His-
tory and Gender, Women, and 
Sexuality Studies Maddalena 
Marinari was one of the panel-
ists. She actively participates 
in engaging the community in 
conversations about this debate.

“As a community and cam-
pus, we don’t understand what 
it means to be an immigrant,” 
Marinari said. During the con-
ference, she often faced ques-
tions born from the stereotypes 
related to immigrants which of-

ten prevented them from asking 
questions that actually matter.

It is understandable that 
these questions are posed by 
allies so the stigmas can be clari-
fied, but “by calling them out we 
are reinstating the stereotypes,” 
Marinari said.  Questions about 
what is happening at the bor-
der, how to act for sustainable 
change, how are refugees and 
asylees different from each 
other, etc. aren’t posed enough.

One of the biggest points 
Marinari has made in her lec-
tures is to avoid using terms like 
“illegal immigrants.” People 
who cross the borders without 
proper documents are known 
as undocumented immigrants 
and “actions can be illegal, but 
people cannot be illegal,” Mari-
nari said.

Immigrants usually come 
with a story. While some come 
for better education or financial 
and economic opportunities, 
some others flee persecution, 
national and natural disasters, 
or other personal threats. The 
latter do not have the time or 
even a choice to get proper 
documentation. Does that make 
them criminals?

I usually wonder while ev-
eryone creates this hype of 
traveling across the globe, are 
they opening themselves to 
challenge their limitations of 
social and cultural acceptance? 
Has travel been merchandised 
merely as a popular trend, 
rather than an opportunity to 
expand the limits of our worldly 
knowledge? The community 
of Gustavus needs to ask these 
questions often.

got help for it until this semes-
ter. It’s still something I find 
difficult to talk about, but if 
writing about it here helps at 
least one person, it will have 
been worth it.

Of course, only a licensed 
psychologist can diagnose 
you with General Anxiety 
Disorder, but if you feel like 
the following symptoms af-
fect you, it might be time to 
make an appointment with the 
Counseling Center. Anxiety 
symptoms include: feeling 
restless (like you’re on edge all 
the time, being easily fatigued, 
having difficulty concentrat-
ing, irritablity, trouble control-
ling feelings of worry, and 
having sleep problems, among 

other things. 
If you think these symp-

toms may describe you, the 
first step would be to make 
a counseling appointment. 
The center at Gustavus allows 
students to have up to 12 free 
sessions a year, but you’ll want 
to make your appointment as 
soon as possible, as the wait 
time can be up to three weeks. 
Of course, it’s normal to brush 
these symptoms off and think 
“I don’t need help, I’m man-
aging on my own,” but try to 
push past that mindset. There 
is nothing wrong with getting 
help, and you will feel better 
after you do. 

Taking the first step to 
getting treatment can be the 
hardest part, I understand 
that. I went through that. But I 
encourage you to try counsel-
ing, at least once, at least to 
hear what they have to say. 
You can do this, and you are 
going to be okay.

   Love,
   Marie
  

If people are willing to learn 
and gain valuable experience 
from their travels, Gustavus is 
availing the opportunity to pre-
pare for it starting today, right 
now, as you read this by your-
self. While grabbing a noodle 
bowl or chicken curry, while 
listening to reggaeton music, or 
sipping a warm chai latte, you 
are engaging with international 
culture around you.

Transnationality is a tough 
identity to comes because it de-
velops from an active openness 
to change and constant adapt-
ability. For most international 
students, it is not a choice. While 
you might be an amiable ally 
to immigrant groups, it can be 
hard to “click” with one another 
due to basic social differences.

“Everyone has their own 
spheres of influence,” Marinari 
said.  Small acts of friendliness 
can be welcoming, like sit with 
them in the Caf, “or bringing a 
cookie for them.” At an insti-
tutional level, we can employ 
more people of color within 
administration, and staff or 
have a commitment to training 
professors to teach students of 
different nationalities.

All this is in return for open-
ness to new social and cultural 
experiences as way to develop a 
transnational identity that Gus-
tavus promises as a lead liberal 
arts college.

 



Ella Napton
Opinion Columnist

The Good, the Bad, 
and the Meh

Crazy Rich Asians is showing on campus this 
weekend and we’ll all be gorging ourselves 
on the delicious free food. 

It’s finally warm enough to go outside again 
but the minute we step outside we’re covered 
in mud. 

We still have to make it through a whole 
week before spring break. 
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Every Gustie is familiar with the sight of full parking lots all across campus. 
Katie Mattinen

Gustavus students deserve better parking
Even more, some colleges only 
sell as many parking passes 
as there are parking spots to 
ensure that there will be a spot 
of everyone with a permit. 

But at what point does it 
become u With the increase in 
student population, the parking 
situation is no longer about ease, 
but about the safety of Gustavus 
students--particularly during 
the winter months. nsafe for 
students to walk back to their 
dorm in the dark, in freezing 
temperatures that threaten 
frostbite, on the ice-covered 
ground for extended periods 
of time? Or walking up hills 
covered in mud and ice trying to 
get back to their dorm because 
there are not stairs or a sidewalk 
from that parking lot to their 
dorm? 

The biggest issue we seem to 
face in the expansion of parking 
lots is that the buildings with 
the least access to parking have 
the least amount of free space 
surrounding them, so solutions 
are limited. One option that has 
been openly discussed is getting 
rid of the tennis courts behind 

Sorensen, Gibbs, and North 
Halls and creating parking 
lots for residents of those 
buildings and nearby Uhler. 
There are many factors that go 
into making a change like this: 
where will new tennis courts go, 
how much will constructing a 
new parking lot cost, and how 
much benefit would it have to 
the student population. 

With the increase in student 
population, the parking 
situation is no longer about 
ease, but about the safety of 
Gustavus students-particularly 
during the winter months. A 
parking lot would not be as nice 
as a new academic or residential 
building, but will certainly be 
as useful. With the difficulty of 
limiting the number of parking 
passes and who can buy them, 
expanding the lots appears to be 
the most logical solution. 

The weather is getting nicer 
and a ten-minute walk across 
campus is becoming less of 
a dreadful situation to find 
oneself in. But it is important 
to remember the cold toes and 
fingers, all while wearing cold-
weather clothing, you felt while 

walking back to your dorm 
during the dead of winter and 
hope for a change for the next 
winter.

“...At this point, the 
solution for Gustavus 
is not clear, as many 
students rely on cars 
to get to work or go 
home, among other 
things...”

 “...One would think 
that proximity to parking 
spots should be one of 
the last things you think 
about when picking a 
dorm to live in, not the 
first...” 

Perhaps one of the “hottest 
topics” at Gustavus is 
the parking situation. 

Throughout the room draw 
process, one of the biggest 
criteria for many with a vehicle 
on campus is whether or not 
there is parking close to the 
dorm. And if there is parking, 
if there are more than six spots 
available. And, lo and behold, 
even if there is a large parking 
lot outside of the dorm there are 
rarely any spots available. So 
where do you end up parking? 
A solid ten-minute walk from 
your dorm (especially fun in 
below freezing temperatures 
and snow) if you live in 
Complex, Norelius, or Uhler. 

One would think that 
proximity to parking spots 
should be one of the last things 
you think about when picking 
a dorm to live in, not the first. 
But with the current parking lot 
setup being as abysmal as it is, 
that is the reality of our room 
draw process. This does not 
go to say that improvements 
have not been made or are in 
the process of being made: the 
Sohre parking lot expanded, 
making it much easier for 
Rundstrom residents to find a 
parking space. Although they 
do get overwhelmed with the 
whopping six different parking 
spot options outside of their 
building, it is nice to have 
options. 

Although parking lots 
would not necessarily make 
our campus more aesthetically 
pleasing, parking lots will make 
it easier to accommodate the 
growing class sizes. it is likely 
that the incoming class will be 
even bigger than the one that 
began schooling at Gustavus 
this past fall. As class sizes grow, 
so does the demand for parking 
permits. 

Other schools have remedied 
the issue of availability versus 
demand for parking spaces by 
not allowing first-year students 
to get a parking pass unless 
they live a certain distance away 
from campus. Others continue 
growing their parking lot sizes. 
At this point, the solution for 
Gustavus is not clear, as many 
students rely on cars to get to 
work or go home, among other 
things. And the spaces we 
do have left could be utilized 
differently than parking lots. 



Gusties have different spring break ideals

Lauren Casey
Opinion Editor

Just as warmer weather is 
finally rolling around, so is 
spring break. It is a well-de-

served break due to the never-
ending snowstorms we have 
experienced so far, and a lot of 
us make the most of what we do 
over break. There are so many 
stereotypes around spring break 
being a full-on beach party, road 
tripping to Florida, getting way 
too much sun, and making deci-
sions that allow for stories to tell 
years from now. But if this were 
true, then we would be beach-
ing all together in Florida, basi-
cally just moving campus off the 
hill for a week. Everyone has a 
preference for how they spend 
their break; at home; adventur-
ing or exploring a new place, or 
going somewhere warm. While 
all breaks are great, I continue 
to fuel the beachy break ste-
reotype.

Not everyone has the desire 
to get burnt to a crisp on their 

break or travel to a tropical 
place. There is no syllabus for 
spring break that requires us to 
go somewhere because there are 
perks to staying home too. Stay-
ing home avoids the hassle of 
traveling, and you don’t waste 
any of your days crammed in 
a car or plane. We only get a 
week, so we might as well spend 
our time doing things we want 
to do, and usually, walking 
around an airport isn’t one of 
those things. 

Another reason why staying 
home isn’t so bad is because it 
allows us to go see friends that 
already had their spring break. 
It can be annoying not having 
spring break line up with other 
schools, but something about 
being on break while they are 
stuck in school again makes it 
feel pretty good when we go to 
visit them.  

I know I like to spend time 
with my family when I am on 
a break, but this wouldn’t be 
possible if I up and went across 
the country. “ I’ve never really 
had the opportunity to travel 
before, but honestly, the big-
gest thing for me is having the 
time to be with my boyfriend,” 
Senior Katie Velek said. Lastly, 
for those neat freaks like my-
self, spring break at home calls 
for spring cleaning. Nothing is 
more refreshing than more room 
in your closet, am I right?

Don’t get me wrong, being 
home is great, but having to 
look at snow and do the same 
routine every day can really 
cause an itch to get away. Some 
people choose to get away to 
a new place that has been on 
their bucket list for a while or 
do other things that they enjoy. 
In the past, I’ve seen friends 
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travel to places like Spain, Italy, 
or even West Virginia. A fun 
time with friends doesn’t auto-
matically mean it is at a beach. 
“I like to get away but not to a 
place full of people or parties. I 
prefer to relax in the outdoors 
whether it be skiing, fishing, or 
backpacking,” Senior Andrew 
Mowbray said.  

Being a tourist, or adven-
turer on break can be just as 
fun as a walk on the beach. A 
trip like this is good for those 
who like to stay active and learn 
new things. While learning on 
break doesn’t seem appealing, 
it is a different kind of learning 
that includes trying new foods, 
meeting new people, and seeing 
new things. Spring break is the 
perfect time to travel to a new 
country: it isn’t as long as it 
would be studying abroad, but 
it is just enough time to be able 
to do and see all you wanted.

Saving the best for last, there 
is a reason why spring break 
beachy stereotypes exist, and 
that is because it is the best way 
to just let yourself loose and re-
lax. “I like the warm weather,” 
Senior Leigh Hanefeld said. 

Being somewhere on the 
ocean leaves you with the option 
of putting the break in spring 
break by literally starfishing 
under the sun all day without 
moving except to flip like a 
pancake to cook your other half. 
On the other hand, you also stay 
active by going on runs along 
the shore, finding new places 
with good food, going dancing 
at fun places with friends, meet-
ing all the other spring breakers, 
water activities, or even going 
on a long romantic walk with 
a spring break fling you found.  
Everything is better in warmer 

weather and it definitely feels 
great to come home looking a 
couple of shades more tan than 
you have been all winter.

Spring break is definitely 
one of the best times of the 
year, as it is a bridge between 
the school year and summer. It 
is a catalyst for our motivation 
in order to spring us through 
the rest of the semester. Because 
of this, it is important that it is 
spent in a way that truly al-
lows us to feel like we got the 
break we deserved. So whether 

that be drinking a pineapple 
smoothie with sand in places it 
shouldn’t be, walking the streets 
of a new town, or spending 
quality time with the family, all 
spring breaks are created equal. 

The world is full of possible spring break destinations. Katie Mattinen
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C r o s s w o r d
S p r i n g  W e a t h e r

Across
 3 Rain __________ the earth.

 6 March comes in like a __________.

 8 It makes kites fly.

 9 __________ makes it hard to see.

11 It’s supposed to rain today. Take an __________ .

14 March winds bring April __________ .

15 A loud noise associated with storms.

16 No matter how long this season lasts, spring is sure to follow.

17 Not too hot.

18 If it’s foggy in the morning, it will be __________ in the day.

20 Not too cold.

22 This gives light to help plants grow.

23 Rain mixed with dirt. Don’t track it in the house!

“Voyaging to Class” by Vin Branom

Down
 1 Dark clouds often bring this.

 2 Hold onto your hat. It’s _________ today.

 4 I may be white and puffy or dark and threatening.

 5 __________ flashes in the sky.

 7 This turns green as days grow warmer.

 9 April showers bring May __________ .

10 Rain leaves these behind on the ground.

12 I can be seen after a storm.

13 These bud with new leaves in early spring.

19 This wintery substance sometimes falls in the spring.

21 March goes out like this animal. W o r d  S e a r c h
S p r i n g

ALLERGIES

APRIL

BASEBALL

BEES

CROCUSES

CYCLAMENS

DAFFODILS

DANDELIONS

EASTER

EQUINOX

FLOWERS 

FROGS

GOLF

GRASS

GREEN

GROWTH

IRISES

Why are frogs so happy?
They eat whatever bugs them.

Why did the farmer bury money?
To make his soil rich.

 



































 



 

  

 

  

 



  

  





LILIES

MARCH

MAY

NEW LEAVES

PLANTING 

RAIN

RENEWAL

ROBINS

SEASON

SNOWMELT

SOFTBALL

SPRING BREAK

SPRING CLEANING

TULIPS

WARMER

WET

























Men’s Tennis competes in Stag-Hen Invite
sports & fitnesspage 14 Editor Joe Brandel

Gusties challenged with competitive opponents

This past weekend, the No. 
15 ranked Gustavus Men’s 
Tennis team competed 

at the Stag-Hen Invitational in 
Claremont, CA. 

The Gusties took seventh 
place amongst a field of eight 
nationally ranked programs 
located all around the country. 

The Gusties went 1-2 in the 
tournament, winning their final 
match to secure the seventh 
place spot. 

The first match of the week-
end took place on Friday, as the 
Gusties faced off against No. 
12-ranked Sewanee from Ten-
nessee. 

The men fell 5-4 after a series 
of very close matches. Senior 
Chase Johnson was able to 
bounce back from losing his first 
set 6-2, decisively defeating his 
opponent in the last two sets 
(6-2, 6-0). 

Junior Yassine Derbani also 
defeated his opponent in singles 
play in two consecutive sets 
(6-4, 6-4). 

The men did better in dou-
bles play, winning two of the 
three matches. Senior Patrick 
Whaling and Johnson were able 
to take control of the top court, 
securing an 8-4 victory. 

The second match of the 

day was against No. 26 ranked 
Skidmore College from New 
York, resulting in an 8-3 loss for 
the Gusties. 

In singles play, both Johnson 
and Junior Michael O’Neil were 
able to win their matches. 

In doubles play, the Gusties 
were able to pick up their last 
point as O’Neil and Sophomore 
Xavier Sanga defeated their op-
ponents in a close match, finish-
ing with a score of 8-7. 

Despite the tough losses on 
Friday, Head Coach Tommy 
Valentini didn’t fail to recognize 
the hard work the men put in 
throughout the day. 

“We played hard and com-
peted well on Friday and just 
didn’t get the results to go our 
way,” Valentini said.

Saturday was completely 
different for the men, as they 
won their final match of the 
Stag-Hen Invitational 8-1. 

“The guys put together a 
great effort today,” Valentini 
said. “Coming off a few tough 
results on Friday of the Stag-
Hen, one of the most challeng-
ing days in college tennis, [and] 
the guys responded extremely 
well today.”

On Saturday, the Gusties 
competed in their final match 
of the weekend against No. 31 
ranked Swarthmore College 
from Pennsylvania. 

Luke Laurich
Staff Writter

First-year Luke Haddorff returns a serve during a match earlier this season. The team is currently ranked No. 15.
Gustavus Sports Information

This past weekend the Gusties competed in the Stag-Hen Invitational.
Gustavus Sports Information

The men came out firing in 
singles, winning five of their six 
matches. The Gusties were led 
by Whaling on the top court, 
who bounced back to win after 
losing his first set (2-6, 6-1, 7-5). 

Johnson also had a close 
match on the second court, ul-
timately defeating his opponent 
after a neck-and-neck final set 
(6-4, 4-6, 10-7). 

The Gusties carried their 
winning momentum through-
out doubles play as well, win-
ning all three matches. 

Whaling and Johnson took 
care of business on the top court, 
winning their match 8-4. 

Valentini was positive about 
the results against Swarthmore, 
and feels as though the experi-
ence was helpful for the team. 

“The energy was positive 
and we executed our plan well 
in doubles. The singles was a 
grind, but the guys stuck to-
gether and stayed positive and 
played some gutsy tennis,” 
Valentini said. “We’re grate-
ful to come away with a good 
results today, and feel like we 
took another step forward with 
the experience we gained at the 
Stag-Hen.”

Following the Stag-Hen in-
vitational, Johnson earned his 
second MIAC Men’s Tennis 
Athlete of the Week Honor this 
season. 

Junior Yassine Derbani serves the ball to his opponent during a match.
Gustavus Sports Information

Johnson went 3-0 in his sin-
gle matches, two of which came 
down to the wire and required 
a third-set tiebreaker. 

Johnson and Whaling also 
went 2-1 in his double matches 
over the weekend with his part-
ner, all of which occured on the 
No. 1 courts. 

He played a key role in the 
Gusties dominant defeat of No. 
31 Swarthmore on Saturday. 

The Gustavus Men’s Tennis 

team look to extend their 9-4 
record this Saturday, March 
23. The Gusties will be hosting 
Conference opponents Saint 
Mary’s and Saint John’s and 10 
a.m. and 2 p.m., respectively. 

A final match against non-
conference opponent Morning-
side College will wrap up the 
event at 6 p.m. 

All matches will be played 
at the Swanson Tennis Center 
on campus.



8-5 victory. Both teams at No. 
2 and No. 3 doubles suffered 
losses by identical scores of 8-5. 

With a 2-1 deficit moving 
into singles play, the Gusties 
displayed strong play at the 
top two positions. 

Bri Hartmann secured a 
routine 6-2, 6-2 victory at No. 1 
singles, while Ginger Valentine 
cruised to a 6-0, 6-1 win. 

Unfortunately the quick 
victories at No. 1 and No. 2 
were offset by strong play from 
Bates at the lower positions. 

The marathon matches of 
the previous day took their toll 
as Lily Hartman fell 6-0, 6-2 at 
No. 3 and Simona Potockova 
lost 6-0, 6-3 at No. 4. 

Anna Stutz played a great 
match at No. 5 but fell 7-5, 6-4. 
Finally, at No. 6, Senior Ally 
Thorsen fell 6-3, 6-0. The final 

score was 6-3 in favor of Bates. 
“The trip was a great chance 

for us to grow closer as a team 
and gave some of the younger 
girls a chance to experience 
more of what tough college 
competition is like,” Senior Lil-
ly Hartman said. 

“It was a great weekend of 
learning for every player and 
they’re excited to get back to 
work next week,” Head Coach 
Jon Carlson said.

The Gusties will be back 
in action next weekend in 
Saint Peter, as they host MSU-
Mankato and Southwest Min-
nesota State at 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m., respectively. 

“This year the conference 
is deep so we are fortunate to 
play a lot of good teams before 
we start the heart of our MIAC 
season,” Hartman said.

Women’s Tennis competes in Virginia

After a weekend off due 
to weather, the Gusta-
vus Women’s Tennis 

Team traveled east to Freder-
icksburg, Virginia to compete 
in the Blue-Grey Invitational at 
the University of Mary Wash-
ington. 

Due to the snow and freez-
ing rain over the weekend of 
March 9, the Gusties’ match-
es against DIII University of 
Wisconsin-Eau Claire and DI 
Drake University were both 
cancelled. 

On Thursday, March 14, the 
Gusties traded the rain in Saint 
Peter for some sun in Virginia 
and enjoyed a practice before 
completing the next day. 

Coming into the weekend, 
the Gusties sat at 9-6 on the 
year and 3-0 in MIAC play. 

Thanks to a big 5-4 win over 
No. 33 Whitman College, the 
Gusties came into the weekend 
ranked No. 33 in the Intercol-
legiate Tennis Association na-
tional rankings. 

On Friday afternoon, the 
Gusties were set to take on No. 
38 Southwestern University 
(Texas). After a short rain de-
lay, the skies cleared and the 
Gusties got a strong start on the 
doubles court. 

Sophomore standout Gin-
ger Valentine and her partner, 
First-year Anna Stutz, led the 
way for the Gusties with a 
dominant 8-1 win over their 
opponents at No. 3 doubles. 

Seniors Bri Hartmann and 
Lilly Hartman also had a 
strong outing at No. 1 doubles, 
winning their match 8-5. 

At No. 2, First Year Simona 
Potockova and Sophomore 
Hannah Borgh dropped their 
doubles match 8-4.  

Despite their 2-1 lead after 
doubles play, the score soon 
tilted in favor of the Pirates, as 
they took both the No. 5 and 
No. 6 singles spots in straight 
sets. 

At No. 5, Anna Stutz 
dropped her match 6-4, 6-2. 

Hannah Borgh battled at No. 6, 
but eventually fell 6-3, 6-2. 

With the score 2-3 in favor 
of Southwestern, the top four 
singles positions were all de-
cided in third sets. The top 
three Gusties all came back 
to win their second sets after 
dropping the first. 

At No. 1, Bri Hartman fell by 
a score of 6-3, 2-6, 6-0. At No. 2, 
Ginger Valentine fell quickly in 
the first set 6-1, before coming 
back to win the second set in a 
tiebreaker. 

She fell in the third set 6-1, 
which gave the Pirates the 
clinch and a 5-2 lead. 

Regardless of the team 
score, the third and fourth sin-
gles positions were locked in 
battles and fought hard until 
the end. 

At No. 3 singles, Lilly Hart-

man lost by an impressive 
score of 6-4, 2-6, 7-5. 

Finally, Simona Potockova 
was the only Gustie to win her 
first set, but eventually fell in 
a marathon match that was 
decided by a tiebreaker in the 
third set. Potockova’s score 
was 4-6, 6-2, 7-6 in favor of 
Southwestern. 

While the 7-2 final score is 
rather lopsided, the match was 
decided by four third sets and 
could’ve gone either way. 

The Gusties didn’t have 
long to dwell on the loss as 
they had to turn around and go 
back out on Saturday against 
another strong opponent in 
Bates College. 

This time, the Black and 
Gold started slower in dou-
bles. At No. 1, Bri Hartmann 
and Lilly Hartman secured an 

Michael O’Neil
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Gusties currently ranked No. 33 in the nation
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Sophomore Ginger Valentine competes in a match earlier this season. The Gusties are currently nationally ranked at the No. 33 spot. 
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After 17 matches this spring season, the Gusties currently hold a record of 9-8.
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Senior Bri Hartmann returns a ball during the ITA tournament during the team’s fall season.



Gusties compile 7-1 record at Tucson Invite
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Kammerer, Neuenfeldt named MIAC Athletes of the Week
the team’s strong start to the 
tournament and their competi-
tive mindset going into it.

“Today was a really fun 
day out on the field,” Stewart 
said. “Our team really came to-
gether to produce two wins for 
a nice start to our spring trip. 
[Kammerer] found ways to ex-
ecute, get on base, and score 
out for the two spot today, and 
we’re excited to keep seeing 
big things from her offensively. 
[Neuenfeldt] and [Freeman] 
pitched well and mixed pitches 
to keep hitters off balance all 
day to help us tally a pair of 
team wins.”

The following day, the 
Gusties competed in another 
double header and managed 
to keep their undefeated streak 
alive. 

The team came out with 
some momentum from the pre-
vious day, beating St. Mary’s 
College 9-2.

The Gusties put the pres-
sure on early, batting in five 
runs in the first three innings 
and forcing three St. Mary’s 
pitching changes.

Freeman had a strong show-
ing on the mound, only allow-
ing two runs while striking out 
four opponents.

The second game of the day 
proved to be a pitching battle 
between Neuenfeldt and her 
Mount Mary University oppo-
nent. The Gusties squeezed out 
a 2-1 win in a game that only 
saw five hits from both of the 
teams.

“Collectively we got the 
job done today with effective 
pitching, timely hitting, and 

tough defense,” Stewart said. 
“We have been able to see pro-
duction throughout our lineup 
which will be vital to our suc-
cess this season. All three pitch-
ers were able to stay consistent 
and pound the strike zone, and 
our team is starting to get used 
to playing together defensive-

After a slow start to the 
season, compiling a re-
cord of 2-4 in the first six 

games, the Gustavus Softball 
team found itself with some 
work to do if they wanted to 
have a competitive team this 
season. The first chance to turn 
things around was at the Tuc-
son Invite that the team com-
peted in March 14-18.

In Arizona, the Gusties 
proved the doubters wrong 
and bounced back from their 
slow start early in the season, 
winning seven out of the eight 
games they played in the tour-
nament.

The Gusties played two 
games on the first day against 
Cornell College and Skidmore 
College and won both by scores 
of 10-4 and 9-1, respectively.

Junior Aly Freeman started 
on the mound and allowed 
three runs in three innings of 
pitching. Sophomore Ashley 
Neuenfeldt came in to relieve 
Freeman and pitched the re-
maining four innings, only al-
lowing one run on two hits.

In their second game of the 
day, the Gusties dominated 
the competition, winning by a 
score of 9-1.

Neuenfeldt and Junior Cait-
lin Kammerer complemented 
each other throughout the 
second contest, both finishing 
with three hits, with Neuen-
feldt driving in four runs and 
Kammerer scoring four times.

Head Coach Britt Stewart 
said she was impressed with 

Joe Brandel
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Sophomore Ashley Neuenfeldt was named MIAC Athlete of the Week for her strong performances in Arizona.
Gustavus Sports Information

ly. We’re proud of the outcome 
today and looking forward to 
more games on Sunday.”

That Sunday, the team 
struggled to take hold of either 
of the games but still ended up 
splitting on the day.

In the first game of the day, 
Central College was able to 
capitalize on some early Gustie 
errors, scoring two runs in the 
second inning. 

Central then followed it 
up by notching one more run 
in the third inning when the 
lead-off hitter doubled, was 
bunted over to third, and then 
squeezed in to give them a 3-0 
lead.

In the sixth inning, Junior 
Emily Carlson was batted in by 
Neuenfeldt to make the score 
3-1 and this held to the end of 
the game.

The second game of the day 
was another close one, with 
Gustavus earning the win by a 
score of 7-6.

Carlson led the team, scor-
ing three times and First-year 
Amara Packey recorded her 
first win on the mound, pitch-
ing two innings and allowing 
one run on three hits.

In their last day in Tucson 
the Gusties proved to be up to 
the challenge of competing in 
yet another double header, go-
ing 2-0 on the day.

The first game against Mac-
Murray College was a 9-1 vic-
tory, with Freeman’s pitching 
highlighting the game.

Freeman was on the mound 
for five innings and only al-
lowed one hit while not letting 

up any runs. On top of this, she 
made quick work of her op-
ponent’s opportunities to get 
back into the game by record-
ing 12 strikeouts.

Game two against Edge-
wood College proved to be 
another pitching battle that 
Neuenfeldt was ready for. She 
pitched the whole game and 
only allowed one hit while 
striking out eight of her op-
ponents. On top of this, in 
the fourth inning, Neuenfeldt 
scored the lone run for the 
Gusties which proved to be the 
game winner.

From their impressive run 
in Arizona, the team was hon-
ored with two members being 
named MIAC Athletes of the 
Week.

The first was Kammerer 
who hit in all of the games in 
Tucson last week and batted 
in the game-winning scores 
in both of the team’s one-run 
victories. She went 9-for-18 on 
the trip with five RBIs, three 
triples, and a team-leading 10 
runs.

The second MIAC Athlete 
of the Week was Neuenfeldt 
who recording three wins, 
three complete games, and one 
save during her time on the 
mound. 

The sophomore struck out 
22 batters in 24 innings of work 
and allowed just three earned 
runs on 14 hits.

The Gusties are hoping to 
build on this recent success as 
they look forward to taking on 
St. Mary’s in a double header 
March 30.Junior Aly Freeman swings at a pitch during a match last season. The Gusties currently hold a record of 9-5.
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