
Disasters leave impoverished in wake

Emily Seppelt
Opinion Columnist

With the death toll and dam-
age costs of Hurricane Florence 
continuing to rise, how each of 
us can help is on all our minds. 
Hurricane Florence was particu-
larly bad due to its heavy rains 
and its slow speed over the Car-
olinas. But why have there been 
more dangerous and extreme 
hurricanes as of late? Many 
scientists would argue that the 
cause is climate change. Think 
back and remember tragedies 
such as Maria, Sandy, Harvey, 
and even Katrina. Combined, 
over 5,238 people died due to 
these hurricanes. While we need 
to help survivors of these disas-
ters, we also need to focus on 
stopping the growing intensity 
of the floods if we really want 
to help the victims of hurricanes 
and tropical storms. Climate 
change is no longer a problem 
for the future--we are all dealing 

with the harsh consequences of 
our actions now. 

While scientists cannot say 
whether Hurricane Florence 
was directly caused by humans, 
they can say with confidence 
that is was much worse due to 
human influence. According to 
the University of Florida, sea 
levels have risen almost five 
inches. This means there is more 
water vapor in the atmosphere.  
While this may seem miniscule, 
it’s making a big difference in 
the size of storms. 

Due to climate change, 
storms have been getting “wet-
ter and wider” according to 
NPR. This means that hurri-
canes dump more rain than ever 
and cover more land than they 
traditionally would. Hurricanes 
have also been moving farther 
and farther inland, causing 
problems for people who never 
had to worry about hurricanes 
in the past. 

This will cost both the federal 
and local governments millions 
of dollars in repairs and recov-
ery. Just imagine what those 
millions of dollars could have 
done to help stop the spread and 
worsening of climate change. 
America has the second highest 
carbon footprint in the world, 
only behind China. Imagine if 

we had commited to helping 
the planet by cutting down on 
emissions and reducing our en-
vironmental impact. Hurricanes 
would become much more man-
ageable and less extreme. 

Some scientists are referring 
to the extreme storms that have 
been happening of late “super-
storms,” according to the As-
sociated Press. Famous meteo-
rologist Jeff Masters calls storms 
such as these “black swans”, or 
category six hurricanes. If hur-
ricanes in the future continue 
to worsen, storms such as these 
will occur. Masters claims that 
an almost apocalyptic event 
such as the Great Hurricane of 
1780 could happen today. 

During the Great Hurricane 
of 1780, over 22,000 people 
were killed in the Caribbean 
islands. To stop something of 
this magnitude from happening 
in modern times, every single 

person needs to come together 
to lower not just America’s, 
but the entire world’s, carbon 
emissions. While we must suf-
fer the consequences of our past 
actions, we still have the chance 
to lessen the amount of carbon 
emissions we are currently put-
ting into the atmosphere. 

However, the vast major-
ity of people have quite small 
carbon emissions. While we can 
all change our habits to help the 
planet, according to OXFAM 
the richest 10% of people living 
on Earth produce almost half 
of the entire world’s emissions. 
And they aren’t even the ones 

most hurt by the consequences 
of climate change such as hur-
ricanes. According to Scientific 
American, after a hurricane oc-
curs, most often the rich will 
move out of the area while the 
poor are left to clean up the 
mess. This means that in the 

future, poor people are more 
likely to live in hurricane-prone 
areas than the rich are. The poor 
are more adversely affected by 
hurricanes than the rich are for 
other reasons as well. While 
people with more money have 
the ability to evacuate an area 
quickly, poorer people do not. 
They may be afraid of losing 
their homes, jobs, or cars. Many 
people choose to stay and put 
themselves in danger because 
they simply cannot leave. 

And not just the American 
poor are hurt by extreme hur-
ricanes and tropical storms. At 
the same time Hurricane Flor-
ence was occurring, there was 
a typhoon attacking the Phil-
ippines. The typhoon caused 
many mud slides, and so far, 
almost 100 people have been 
found dead. But people talk 
much less about the victims of 
this disaster than Florence, even 
though “Mangkhut” was the 
strongest storm in the world so 
far in 2018. Another example of 
neglect after an extreme storm 
is in Puerto Rico. Almost 3,000 
people died in Hurricane Ma-
ria’s aftermath. 

This time around, we all 
need to be better when respond-
ing to hurricanes. Helping all 
victims is important, but even 

more important is remembering 
how horrible every storm is and 
to do something about it. We 
need to stop simply responding 
to events when they happen and 
then forget about them. We need 
to be proactive in lessening our 
carbon emissions to stop the 
increase of extreme storms and 
hurricanes. While we cannot “...hurricanes dump 

more rain than ever 
and cover more land 
than they traditionally 

would. “

do anything about our past ac-
tions as a society, we can work 
to do something now to lessen 
the tragedies that people in the 
Carolinas and the Philippines 
are suffering through now.  
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“This means that in 
the future, poor people 
are more likely to live in 
hurricane prone areas 

than the rich are.”

“...according to OX-
FAM the richest 10% of 
people living on Earth 
produce almost half of 
the entire world’s emis-

sions.”

A crashed tree blocks the entrance to the Immigration Tower in Wan Chai following Typhoon Mangkhut.

Hurricane Florence devastated parts of the eastern United States. Creative Commons



Gustavus Russian program gets second chance 

Cyan Spicer 
Opinion Writer

At Gustavus, we have many 
opportunities to study various 
subjects, languages, and cul-
tures. Our study away program 
prides itself in how many dif-
ferent states and countries are 
offered for students to visit. 

Recently, within the political 
climate of the United States, 
Gustavus had decided to ban 
study away opportunities in 
Russia. This poorly made choice 
had many influences, with the 
claim that it was in the best in-
terest and safety of the students. 

This idea, however, that stu-
dents would be unsafe in Rus-
sia, was  poorly backed up, 
and one that the travel safety 
committee was quick to regret 
as it came with backlash from 
various students, faculty, and 
even alumni. 

The ban was removed again 
last spring, but the controversial 
issue still stands; should stu-
dents of Gustavus be allowed 
to take their study away op-
portunities in Russia?

My immediate reaction is an 
easy yes. As I looked more into 
it, I only further believed that 
yes, students should be allowed 
to study in Russia. 

There aren’t many students 
in the Russian and Eastern 
European Studies program as 
there is, and singling out Rus-
sia in such a way is insulting 
to these students. There are 
many programs that should 
be questioned long before the 
ones within Russia. It’s fairly 
shocking to me that people 
would want to take away such 
opportunities when we have an 
area of study largely focused on 
this specific country.

To get a better understanding, 
I was able to speak to the head 
of the Russian and Eastern Eu-
ropean Studies director Denis 
Crnkovic on the subject at large.

 “The Russian and Eastern 
European Studies program is 
the smallest program, and it has 
no budget. There are around 
twenty students in the first year 
courses, and about five or seven 
students who have declared a 
major. The one question that ap-
pears is why would you isolate 
us academically from Russia in 

a time when we need experts 
on Russia.

Students felt unnecessarily 
targeted for their major as they 
were blocked from studying 
in the country of their choice. 
“Students, aside from being 
disappointed, couldn’t figure 
out how suddenly it was dan-
gerous. There has never been 
an incident-students have never, 
quite frankly, come back dead. 
Students by large do not feel 
at all unsafe in Oscarge and St. 
Petersburg. Some students feel 
less safe in even Minneapolis,” 
Professor Crnkovic said. 

“It’s just as dangerous to 
study in London or Paris, pos-
sibly even more dangerous as 
terrorism is not as heavy in 
Russia. Honestly, it’s not in 
Russia at all, you don’t want to 
mess with them. An old student 
once told me that closing down 
the Russian program because 
it might be a danger to our 
students is an insult to every 
Russian grandmother every-
where. Russians are some of the 
friendliest people in the world. 
Students encounter the Russia 
of the Russians, not the agents 

or billionaires or the nasty parts 
of Russia.

The administration gave no 
consideration for studetn input 
and went ahead with banning 
the program.  

“This shows an extreme na-
ivety, and a lack of understand-
ing on showing the relationship 
of Russia and places such as 
Finland, Ukraine, and Belarus. 
These countries all have strict 
language laws, where in some 
cases if you were to speak Rus-
sian, the people wouldn’t bother 
talking to you. 

It’s not only helpful, but es-
sential for anyone who wants 
to learn Russian. It is a very 
prominent feature of the Rus-
sian major, which has been true 
for the past ten to twelve years.

Think of it this way, say you 
were raised and going to school 
in Russia, learning American 
studies, and Russia told you not 
to go to the U.S. That wouldn’t 
make sense.”

“I highly encourage students 
who want to study in Russia. 
They come back with beautiful 
Russian. For the program, it’s 
not required but highly recom-
mended.

The culture in Russia is very 
different than the United States. 
They’d much rather have a king, 
honestly. It’s important for stu-
dents to experience this culture 
first hand.”

Although the political system 
may be a surprise, the country 
as a whole-the citizens and 
everyday people in which are 
the ones who interact with our 
students-isn’t a threat to the 

safety, nor are our students ac-
tively seeking out that danger 
when visiting the country. 

When I heard about this de-
bate, I thought it was silly that 
people were suddenly singling 
Russia out as a threat to stu-
dents’ safety. Many countries 
that the CICE allows and pro-
motes students to visit are seen 
as far more dangerous in the 
eyes of the public than Russia. 

Russian and Eastern Euro-
pean studies majors want to 
go to Russia to better acclimate 
themselves with the culture and 
language, and the citizens in the 
areas have proven themselves to 

The Good, the Bad, and 
the Meh

It’s finally below 60° outside, so you can 
turn your non-existent AC off.

The Caf  food still hasn’t changed.

Your umbrella is probably in the trash right 
now, thanks to gale force winds 
#WhyGustavus
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dive into the culture and know 
as much as we can. Losing this 
knowledge, or any knowledge 
of other cultures, as a country 
could end terribly for us.

 It seems naivety drives fear 
for some people, and the fact 
that a misunderstanding could 
halt a program like this and halt 
the growth in knowledge for 
many people, directly involved 
or not. Don’t let your lack of 
knowledge hold back others 
from their own education; ask 
the experts, not the media. 

“...the safety of the stu-
dents here is insanely im-
portant, but if there’s no 
evident threat in these 
places, then there’s no 
evident reason to stop 
students from wanting 
to study there.”

be kind and supportive of our 
students learning these things. 

It’s ridiculous that there are 
people who want to limit the 
learning of students here on 
campus. Yes, the safety of the 
students here is insanely im-
portant, but if there’s no evident 
threat in these places, then 
there’s no evident reason to 
stop students from wanting to 
study there.

The way things are panning 
out, studying Russian and keep-
ing close tabs on the country is 
going to be important for our 
future. I believe that we need 
these future experts to truly 

President Putin won his fourth presidential election in March 2018 Creative Commons

“...singling out Russia 
in such a way is insult-
ing to these students.”



Not all departments need internships

Ella Napton
Opinion Columnist

First and foremost, I would 
like to lay a few key pieces of 
information about myself (that 
are very important to under-
standing my viewpoint) on the 
table: (1)I am and education 
major during the school year. (2) 
I am a camp counselor during 
the summer. When I think about 
both of those crucial parts of my 
personality, the first thing that 
comes to mind when thinking 
about stepping-stones towards 
my future career as a teacher is 
not “internships.”

 It can be argued that 
student teaching-a required step 
to becoming a teacher-is like an 
internship. Or, even, that it is an 
internship. But when people are 
discussing this particular career 
development experience, they 
do not tend to categorize it as an 
internship. So, in my head, and 
I’m sure many other education 
majors’ heads, it is not primarily 
considered an internship. 

 With that being said, 
internships are a key part of 
many other majors/future jobs 
and/or careers. It seems to be 
all anyone talks about between 
the months of September and 
February. They give college 
students good “life experience” 
of living and eating on a non-
existent to barely existent salary 
while gaining practice in their 
desired future career. That is, if 
practice in their desired field in-
cludes sitting behind a desk all 

day waiting for someone to tell 
them what to do or getting their 
superiors a coffee or sandwich. 
Of course, these stereotypes are 
not everyone’s experience with 
internships, but it seems to be a 
trend for many people I know. 

 Lately, I have heard 
whisperings that it would be 
a good idea to implement a 
requirement for every student 
to do an internship before they 
graduate. This is a good idea 
in theory, but would likely be 
problematic in action. Using 

myself as an example: if the 
powers that be decide that stu-
dent teaching does not count as 
the right kind of internship, or 
an internship at all, then I would 
have to truly scrounge to find 
an internship even remotely 
related to education. And from 
what I have read, internships 
done for school credit are typi-
cally not paid, so that rules out 

counseling at a camp-the one 
true “internship” for future 
educators.

Secondly, most internships 

take place during the summers, 
in the evenings, or during col-
lege breaks. The one thing that 
all of these things have in com-
mon is that this is when college 
students most frequently try to 
earn money to pay for college or 
to merely survive. If they were 
to be forced, essentially, to take 
an unpaid internship in order 
to graduate it would likely set 
people, including myself, back 
in their loan payment goals, the 
amount of food they have, and 
their living comfort in general. 
Let’s be real, people: college is 
expensive. 

The cost of college tuition 
has gone through the roof, and 
the salary a majority of college 
students are paid (you guessed 
it-minimum wage) has not. 
Gone are the days of working 
part-time four days a week 
and being able to pay off your 

student loans or debt. In are 
the days of working during the 
hours you aren’t engaging in 
school or extracurriculars and 
during any break possible. Long 
story short: college students 

need money, and they need to 
work to get it. And if they are 
giving up an entire summer, se-
mester, or break to take unpaid 
internships while still paying 
loans and other college bills, 
the amount of student debt in 
this country will continue to rise 
steadily, as it has been. 

Yes, internships are great and 

Cole Trebelhorn

“Gone are the days of 
working part-time four 
days a week and being 
able to pay off your stu-

dent loans/debt.”

provide valuable life experi-
ences, but they do not work for 
every person and every major. 
Perhaps a way to address the 
desire certain majors/fields  
have for an internship require-
ment is to have them decide it 
amongst themselves whether 
or not it will be a requirement. 
They could also work hand-in-
hand with students while they 
figure out where they will go 
and what they will do. More-
over, it could be an option to get 
credit for an internship rather 
than a requirement. This gives 
students an option to get credit 
or money rather than sacrific-
ing one for the other because 
they have absolutely no choice. 

I mean, you might as well 
have the option get more out 
of an internship than moving 
back into your parent’s base-
ment, I suppose.
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“They give college 
students good ‘life ex-
perience’ of living and 
eating on a non-existent 
to barely existent salary 
while gaining practice 
in their desired future 

career.”

The Economics Department career fairs brings many intership opportunities to campus

“The cost of college 
tuition has gone through 
the roof, and the salary 
a majority of college 
students are paid (you 
guessed it-minimum 

wage) has not.”
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Down
1. Another name for a coat
3. Marks the end of the growing season
4. For carving and pie
5. Jewish Holiday, Rosh ______
6. Fall from oak trees
9. Scary Holiday
10. Tool to clean the grass of leaves
12. Grows on stalks

Across
2. Change colors
7. Another name for Fall
8. Feast Holiday
11. Sickness some people have at this time
13. Used to frighten birds

Fall
Complete the crossword below
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Across
2. Change colors
7. Another name for Fall
8. Feast Holiday
11. Sickness some people have at this time
13. Used to frighten birds

1. Another name for a coat
3. Marks the end of the growing season
4. For carving and pie
5. Jewish Holiday, Rosh ______
6. Fall from oak trees
9. Scary Holiday
10. Tool to clean the grass of leaves
12. Grows on stalks

Down

Editor | Trevon Sladek

Did you hear about the tree that had 
to take time off of work in autumn? 

It was on paid leaf. 
ACROSS
2. Leaves
7. Autumn
8. Thanksgiving
11. Allergies
13. Scarecrow

DOWN
1. Jacket
3.Harvest
4. Pumpkin
5. Hashanah
6. Acorns
9. Halloween
10. Rake
12. Corn
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Fall
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Fall
D O W  

W D L B Z R Z Z B  
J C M O R Q T P G H Y A H  

G Z B W C V R H E T S Z X I L N Q  
A K N A H X W X C R K E L G F Y A N U  

O I H P L G N Y S B E I A P B M R T Z R L  
D J S A E M D S Z E N R W R E D I C O R N  

I O Z Y K V H A J A M B I A N V V Z N Y G F X  
R R I B G D R A H C R O N J C X V E B P F D M  

G T K F W J S O W V D Q N W H G S U T L M H C W N  
L P E O O L R E N S N A C P Q S W N T E X P H I J  
O J G L U U L G P U F Z L M C G C T D H S A K F B  

B Z T C F V P D L M W Z L W M H O H J B M R P G K E W  
V M R I S P Y N H V N A Z S R G H F B L V M R T M F A  
B Z N B A E J Z V M B R U U C S T I T E U X D B M B G  

R V G A V V K W T B O M O P W V V S P I V E G Z W  
O J G Z S T A O V I L B N F F X T L K T W K S S V  
B E K M T E O E L K W U W T K Z C S G K C G M F H  

B L R Z F H S L E H A N B R E B M E T P E S Z  
D B B Q I U A B O R W C C U L V T J O F O P M  

W B M F J Z S Y Z R X W B M L F D G L K F  
D H A R C W Q N D Q T Z A I J A H E G X S  

N C M S T A X W W N L I A O A F G S W  
N Q X V X U H M V I H O B U X K X  

N B H C M L W D U B W I H  
B F O H J T F J P  

H P O  

APPLE
 BALE

 CIDER
 COBWEB

 COLD
 CORN
 FALL
 FOOTBALL

 HARVEST
 HAY

 LEAVES
 ORCHARD

 PUMPKIN
 RAKE

 SCARECROW
 SEPTEMBER
 

W o r d 
s e a r c h

How do you fix a broken pumpkin? 

With a pumpkin patch. 

 “What Squirrels Talk About” by Vin Branom



yards and scored on a 15-yard 
pass from Veldman to Junior 
Brayton Finch on fourth down. 

This time, Finch success-
fully attempted the extra point, 
and the Gusties trailed 17-13. 

Unfortunately, it was all 
Johnnies from there on out, as 
they scored one more touch-
down before halftime, and 
added three more in the second 
half while holding the Gusties 
scoreless. The final score was 
45-13.

“I’m proud of the way our 
guys competed all day long. 
No question that we’ve im-
proved from week one. We just 
need to eliminate mistakes,” 
Head Coach Peter Haugen 
said. 

Veldman was 19-34 for 255 
yards, two touchdowns and 
an interception while Matt 
Berkner led the defense in tack-
les for the third straight game. 
The mistakes that Haugen ref-
erenced came in the kicking 
game, which has been “incon-
sistent.” 

The kicking game has been 
a thorn in the Gusties’ side, and 
was the difference two weeks 
ago in a heartbreaking 24-23 
overtime loss to UW-Stout. 

In what started as a defen-
sive battle, the Gusties got on 
the scoreboard first with 6:10 
remaining in the first quarter. 
This time, it took six plays and 

44 yards for Veldman to find 
Finch in the end zone for a 14-
yard touchdown pass. Junior 
Sawyer Johnson sent the extra 
point through the uprights and 
the Gusties led 7-0. 

After forcing Stout to punt 
on their next drive, the Gusties 
took over and Johnson kicked a 
32-yard field goal with :02 left 
in the first half. 

The Gusties kept it rolling 
in the third quarter, scoring on 
their first possession. This time, 
a 45-yard drive was capped off 
by a five-yard touchdown run 
by First-year David Peal. 

The Gusties carried their 
17-0 lead until 1:54 left in the 
third quarter, when Stout 
kicked a 30-yard field goal. 

After forcing the Gusties to 
punt early in the fourth quarter, 
Stout threw a 15-yard touch-
down pass, and all of a sudden, 
it was a one-touchdown game. 

Stout got the ball back with 
2:55 left in the fourth quarter, 
and rattled off 17 plays for 64 
yards. With :08 left in regula-
tion, they scored on a four-yard 
touchdown pass to even the 
game at 17-17 and send it into 
overtime. 

Stout started overtime with 
the ball and scored a touch-
down on five plays to go up 
24-17. Now, the Gusties would 
need to score and complete the 
extra point in order to extend 

The Gustavus Football 
Team opened confer-
ence play last weekend, 

hosting St. John’s in what was 
the first home night game for 
the Gusties since 1988. The 
Johnnies came into the game 
ranked No. 9 in the nation, and 
defeated the Gusties 45-13. 

The Johnnies struck first in 
the opening quarter, marching 
44 yards on six plays and find-
ing the endzone on a 30-yard 
pass. After adding the extra 
point, they led 7-0. 

 The Gusties got to work 
on the very next drive, going 
75 yards on nine plays. Senior 
Quarterback Michael Veld-
man found Junior Josh Kirk on 
a five-yard touchdown pass. 
Unfortunately, the extra point 
attempt failed, so the Gusties 
trailed 7-6 with four minutes 
left in the opening quarter. 

The Johnnies then rattled 
off seven plays in just 1:47 in 
a drive that went 64 yards and 
ended in a 30-yard field goal. 
With that, the Gusties trailed 
10-6. 

After a three and out, the 
Johnnies found the end zone 
again, extending their lead to 
17-6. 

On the Gusties’ next drive, 
they took seven plays to go 81 

Football drops first conference game

Michael O’Neil
Staff Writer

Junior Josh Kirk breaks a tackle during a game Sept. 8. After a strong fight in the first half, the No. 9 ranked Johnnies erupted, and the game finished with a score of 45-13.
Gustavus Sports Information

sports & fitnesspage 14 Editor Joe Brandel

Gusties look to improve on 1-2 record this Saturday

the game. 
On their first offensive play 

of overtime, Veldman connect-
ed with Senior Ellis Herman on 
a 25-yard touchdown strike. 

At this point, the Gusties 
sent out their kicking team, 
and the extra point to tie and 
extend the game was blocked, 
resulting in a devastating 24-23 
loss. 

Despite the disappointing 

loss, the Gusties played a solid 
game on both sides of the ball, 
and were encouraged by the 
way they competed. 

They now sit with a record 
of 1-2 (0-1 in MIAC) and will 
travel to Bethel University in 
hopes of securing their first 
MIAC win. 

The game is set for Satur-
day, Sept. 22 at 1 p.m. in Arden 
Hills, MN.

Junior Brayton Finch runs the ball during a game against UW-Stout.
Gustavus Sports Information



always felt the goal would 
come.”

 First-year Léon Equinet had 
an exciting performance with 
his first collegiate goal which 
proved to be the game-winner. 
The goal was assisted by Soph-
omore Matthew Gibbons. 

“Léon getting his first col-
lege goal is a big bonus and 
well deserved for his perfor-
mances so far,” Flintham said. 
“When you hit the woodwork 
a few times and then leave the 
ball sitting on their goal-line, 
you start to wonder if it’s going 
to be one of those days. But af-
ter about ten minutes through 
the second half you could just 
see that it was a matter of time. 
After we scored, the team was 
really professional about the 
way they finished the job. They 
shut the doors and just made 
sure we got out of there with 
the three points. Another clean 
sheet was something we also 
felt was important to get from 
the game, and not conced-
ing a goal for 251 minutes is 
definitely something we want 
to build on. We’ve become a 
pretty good team in our own 
box, and just need to retain that 
while adjusting what we do on 
the other side of things.”

Anders Severson also gave 
a notable performance on Sat-
urday recording his second 
back-to-back shutout in the 

first two conference games of 
the season, and earning him 
MIAC athlete of the week hon-
ors. 

Severson currently has a 
save percentage of .947 and a 
goals against average of 0.33, 
both second-best marks among 
all MIAC keepers this year. 

“I am honored to win this 
award,” Severson said. “I 
need to thank my teammates 
and the coaching staff for this 
award as it would never have 
happened without them. They 
deserve just as much credit for 
this award as I do. St. Thomas 
this weekend will be a big test, 
and I’m just hoping at the end 
of the game, it’s the result we 
are looking for.” 

The Gusties will have a 
close match up playing at St. 
Thomas this Saturday. Men’s 
soccer is currently tied for first 
in the MIAC standings and are 
looking to hold onto this posi-
tion. 

The Tommies are current-
ly 5-1 overall and 1-0 in the 
MIAC. The teams play at 3 
p.m. on Saturday in St. Paul.

Men’s Soccer posts shutout against Concordia

Despite a scoreless first 
half, the men’s soccer 
team came to play at 

Concordia this past Saturday 
afternoon. The Gusties played 

strong offensively, outshooting 
the Cobbers 16-7. 

The team is currently stand-
ing at 5-1 overall, and 2-0 in the 
MIAC, giving a great start for 
Head Coach Tudor Flintham in 
his first season with the team.

“Today was probably the 

best we’ve played all season,” 
Flintham said. 

“We felt like in terms of our 
general play and how we built 
to get into the final third we 
were excellent. And while we 
were playing against another 
defensively compact team we 

Skylar Abrego
Staff Writer
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Gusties improve to 5-1 heading into game against St. Thomas

Gustavus Sports Information

Senior Arthur Parens takes a shot during a game against Martin Luther. With the help of a hat trick from Parens, the team won this game by a score of 4-1. The team currently holds a record of 5-1.

Sophomore Matthew Gibbons takes on a defender during a game against Presentation College Aug. 31.
Gustavus Sports Information

“Today was probably 
the best we’ve played 

all season.”
—Coach Flintham



wins in the next two sets with 
scores of 25-18 and 25-22. 

The Gusties closed out the 
fourth set with a score of 25-22, 
improving their record to 10-2 
overall. 

Sherden was impressed with 
the effort the team put in to 
close out the game in the fourth 

This past weekend, the 
Gusties traveled to UW-
Eau Claire to take part in 

the Sandy Schumacher Memo-
rial.

Coming off of a seven game 
winning streak, the team was 
ready to face the UW-Eau Claire 
Blugolds in their first game of 
the weekend.

The Gusties looked out of 
form in the beginning of the 
match, dropping their first two 
sets by scores of 18-25 and 19-25. 

After that, the team got back 
on track with an impressive 
comeback in the next two sets, 
winning them 25-19 and 25-18.

After a hard-fought final set, 
the Gusties ended up losing the 
match by a score of 13-15.

Although the result was not 
one that the team had hoped for, 
Head Coach Rachelle Sherden 
was impressed with the team’s 
resiliency and composure to 
keep fighting when things were 
looking rough for them in the 
beginning of the match.

“We had a slow start,” Head 
Coach Rachelle Sherden said. 
“Our serve and pass was off in 
the first two sets. I’m proud the 
girls caught back; we adjusted 
and got back to our game in 
the next two sets. The fifth set 
was back and forth and unfor-

tunately we fell short and made 
a few more errors.”

This loss lit a fire under the 
team and they turned things 
around in the next few games 
that weekend.

The team faced off against 
Edgewood College at noon on 
Saturday and posted a com-
manding win.

The Gusties won in three 
straight sets with scores of 25-
19, 25-15, and 25-21.

This match was an impres-
sive win for the team, but it was 
also a significant game for an 
individual.

Senior Nora Holtan record-
ed her 1000th dig during this 
match, placing her among elite 
company in Gustavus Volley-
ball history. 

With this dig, Holtan also 
became the first player in the 
program’s history to record at 
least 3,500 career assists, 1,000 
career digs, and 500 career kills.

The Gusties had a quick 
turnaround, heading into their 
second game against Lakeland 
College at 2 p.m.

This team proved to be a 
challenge for the No. 9 ranked 
Gusties, but they still finished 
out the weekend with a win.

The team started off slowly 
in the first set, opening the door 
for a Lakeland 16-25 set win. Af-
ter regrouping, the team played 
with more intensity, posting 

Volleyball spends weekend in Eau Claire

Joe Brandel
Sports & Fitness Editor

Senior Nora Holtan sets up a teammate during a game last season. This weekend she became the first player in Gustavus Volleyball history to record at leat 3,500 assists, 1,000 digs, and 500 kills.
Gustavus Sports Information
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set, as well as the individual 
performance from Sophomore 
Ellie Anderson. 

“In the fourth set [against 
Lakeland] we were down 22-16 
and came back for the win. Ellie 
Anderson served nine straight 
points. The team show resilien-
cy playing imperfect volleyball 

in less than ideal conditions,” 
Sherden said.

The team is back in action at 
the Gus Young Court Saturday, 
Sept. 22 at 3 p.m. for its 50th 
Season Celebration Game. 

The Gusties will take on 
Bethel University for their third 
MIAC game of the season.

Senior Brittany Leuthmers prepares for a serve from the opposing team. The team is back in action Sept. 22.
Gustavus Sports Information


