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Editor Caroline Probst

The world shouldn’t be a boys club

T

Hannah Haas
Opinion Columnist

he average woman can expect to lose out on nearly
$500,000 in the time of her
career.
“According to new study of
Census Bureau data from the
National Women’s Law Center,
the average woman will make
$430,480 less than her male
counterpart over the course of
40 years of work. For African
American women, that gap
grows to $877,480, while for
Latinas, it adds up to over $1
million”.
This past Tuesday, April 10
2018 marked Equal Pay Day for
the year of 2018.
This date is significant because it symbolizes how far into
the year women need to work
in order to earn what most men
earn the previous year.
This is something that is completely unacceptable, especially
in this day and age.
Women in the United States
today are still not receiving
equal pay for the same job that
men are doing.
These women are putting in
just as much, if not more work.
The least we can do is give
them the pay that they have
earned and so clearly deserve.
It is our job as young American citizens to affect and enforce
change and equality for all.
If we are not doing this we
need to evaluate what is important to us, and figure out what
we can do to change this.
Women represent half of the
total workforce today, but only
make about seventy eight cents
for every dollar that a man
makes (this being for white
women. The percentage is even
lower for Black and Hispanic
women.)
That may not seem like a lot,
but in the scheme of things it
can be a huge salary difference.
Think of your future daughters, nieces, granddaughters
and the future generation in
general.
Don’t you want them to have
everything they deserve in
more?
There are many different
things you can do to change and
improve this serious issue.
You can do something as
simple as go out and vote when
it is election time.
Vote for representatives who
care about women’s rights and
are actually doing something
to make a change in our society
for women.
You can also donate to orga-

nizations that support women
like the National Women’s
Organization and find your
local protest in your area and
join them.
You can also educate others
on this problem that is occuring
today, which many people are
not aware of.
It is time for us to speak up.
And by us I mean everyone, no
matter who you are or what you
do, gender inequality impacts
you whether you know it or not.
We need to come together,
and be change in order to truly
make difference.
This means more than just
talking about the problem, although that is a great start it is
time to start changing our lives
for the better.

Women in the United
States today are still
not receiving equal pay
for the same job that
men are doing.
Although, things might get
worse before they get better, at
least change is happening.
Donate your time, money
if you can, and anything you
have to organizations that help
better The Women’s Movement.
Protest and stand up for what
you believe in, if you don’t who
will?
As young and active citizens,
it is our job to leave this world
better than we found it.
We need to make sure that any
little girl has all of rights that she
deserves, and more.
Women are making so many
changes in the world today
and not receiving the adequate
recognition that they deserve.
We need to do everything
we can to empower the young
women of today, as well as encourage our young boys to treat
girls and women with respect
that they deserve.
It is so important to do everything we can to make this difference in our world, for everyone.
The most important thing you
can do is what you can, with
what you have.
So the next time you, your
friend or any other female is interviewing for a job and competing with males for the same job.
Just think how much more the
males may be being offered in
salary for the exact same work.
This is 2018, and it is time for
a change.
This type of action should
have never been acceptable, but
it definitely is not now.
So go out there, make a difference and do everything you
can to make this world equal for
everyone.
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President Barack Obama sign an executive order to strengthen enforcement of equal pay laws for women in 2014.

Letter to the Editor
Gustavus Adolphus
College has wasted our
money and lost my respect:
it selected the band 3OH!3
to perform at the bi-yearly
spring concert (May 4, 2018).
My understanding is that
the college chooses the bands
to perform based on the
values that Gustavus stands
for.
Then why would
Gustavus invite 3OH!3 to
perform here?
While a student at
Gustavus, I have witnessed
the college standing up
against rape culture,
m i s o g y n y, a n d o t h e r
disempowering beliefs.
Gustavus thereby
empowers women--and men- by communicating that they
are not sexual objects.
Please explain to me,
then, why Gustavus would
pay money, our money,
for an artist to come here
and contradict these values
the college strives hard to
achieve.
“Shush girl, shush your
lips / Do the Hellen Keller
and talk with your hips.”
This excerpt is taken from
3OH!3’s hit song “Don’t Trust
Me.”
The lyric website Genius
analyzes the line in the
following way: “Helen

Keller grew up deaf, blind,
and effectively mute. To ‘do
the Helen Keller’, a girl must
not speak and communicate
only through body language,
like Helen Keller may have…
‘Talking with your hips,’ is a
metaphor referring to dancing
provocatively to get attention.”
Does 3OH!3 suggest that a
girl that will shut up and dance
provocatively for men because
that’s what girls are here for: to
remain silent and seduce men?
Or am I missing something?
“Bruises cover your arms /
Shaking in the fingers with the
bottle in your palm.”
Another excerpt from the
same song.
It talks about a girl (hinted
at being underage from earlier
in the song) using heroin and
shaking after the injection, a
common side effect from heroin
use.
Would Gustavus like to see
drug use promoted?
The final lyric excerpt that
I will cite is from the song
“Richman.” “I’m ‘a spend it on
a new whip, / new hat, new
kicks / Bitches with the huge
tits, new gat, new slips / I’ma do
it how I always do / Sleep until
the break of noon / Wakin’ up
just to make it through another
night of shakin’ you.”
This stanza is describing the
party all night and sleep all day

lifestyle that 3OH!3 portrays.
3OH!3 advocates men’s
purchasing of expensive
material goods in hopes of
impressing women enough
to sleep with them, which is
how life works, right?
Both men and women are
demeaned by these lyrics
because it is stating women
only seek men with expensive
and status worthy items over
anything else; the richer you
are, the more women will
flock to you like mindless sex
machines.
These are just a few
lyrics that send unhealthy
messages. I could quote
many more.
I’m not saying I don’t
listen to songs that have these
messages or themes--I do.
But why would Gustavus
spend our money on a band
where a majority of the
lyrics support misogyny and
reinforce rape culture?
Gustavus, in my eyes,
is a school focused on
empowering people and
standing up for what is right.
Is 3OH!3 really a good
fit for the Gustavus spring
concert? I don’t think so.

- Ian Bachmeyer,
Junior
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Save your smoking gun

P

Oakley Clark
Opinion Columnist

erhaps the most asinine
solution propped up by
the thoughtless is to “ban”
something.
The United States banned
alcohol in the early 20th century.
Abortions were once banned.
“Sodomy” can be added to
that list.
And, while we’re at it, might
as well toss in birth control as
well.
It makes sense, right?
If one wants to reduce an
action, just use the brute force
of an institution to prevent
it—no need to worry about
how human nature functions
nor whether the simplistic and
underthought solution would
actually solve the problem.
A few years ago—prior to
my time at Gustavus—outside
organizations funded an antitobacco campaign at Gustavus
that advocated banning tobacco.
The original ban was defeated—it turned out that Gusties
do not like outside organiza-

tions propping up groups on
campus to take away people’s
civil liberties regarding their
right to make decisions about
their own bodies.
Unfortunately, it appears
that a similar initiative has bubbled up once again, with similar
outside funding, advocating for
a tobacco-ban on our campus.
This is a bad idea based
on the time-tested fallacy that
banning a substance will solve
every problem.
Not to mention, numerous
questions remain to how the
ban would work or whether it
would be effective in even limiting smoking.
What of those still smoking?
What about professors who
grew up in a time when smoking was still socially acceptable
and currently smoke?
Are we just going to get rid
of the cigarette-butt canisters?
If so, the campus would
certainly end up with much
more litter, especially because
unaware visitors who smoke
would just throw their cigarettebutts on the ground.
How would the ban even be
enforced?
Are we ready to put Campus
Safety in the situation of issuing
fines to smokers?
Do we want to give Campus
Safety additional power?
Should we issue even more
fines to people on this campus
and risk having another reason
to build antagonism between
the community and Campus
Safety?
Campus Safety surely has
better things to do compared to
tracking down people putting
tar in their lungs.
Campuses like St. Thomas

use a “community-based” enforcement that translates, essentially, into no enforcement.
No one can effectively make
someone stop smoking midcigarette without force, and it
would certainly be problematic
to encourage community members to angrily force smokers to
put out their cigarettes.
Expectations of force—by
either the community members
or Campus Safety—can only go

The Good, the Bad, and
the Meh
We are excited to announce Cole Trebelhorn as the new Editor-in-Chief of The
Gustavian Weekly!
What does it take to be the
Everyone is excited and scared
at the
very best,
like nosame
one ever was?
For some it means excelling
time for roomdraw.
in their classes and rising to the

Perpetual winter.
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Smoking is bad for a person’s health.

top on graduation day.
For others it means being
exceptional in athletics, leading
their team to victories at State,
Regionals, and maybe even
Nationals.
For one growing group of
individuals however, to be the
best means something entirely

so far.
Let’s also not forget the old
Charlie Potts adage—this is a
four-year residential college.
People are already forced to
be here if they want to attain
the good education Gustavus
provides.
If a ban went into effect,
smokers would have no place
to smoke—most likely resulting
in them just smoking on campus
anyway.
Also, a ban would be unlike
Gustavus’ other policies, which
realize the reality in which we
live.
Underage drinking and marijuana are penalized because
they are against the law.
However, above age drinking is reasonably controlled
and even marijuana offenses
are dealt with by the campus
rather than directed to the
state—a blessing as otherwise
students who inflicted no harm
on society would be locked up
for years thanks to the state’s
irrational marijuana policies
that, once again, were based
on this ridiculous idea to “just
ban” things they do not like and
be naïve enough to believe it
would solve the problem.
Smoking is horrid for one’s
health.
Everyone, including smokers, knows this and no one is
disputing that fact here.
However, perhaps the antitobacco initiative should focus
on actually getting people off
cigarettes.
Maybe they could use some
of their big outside money to
make a “Quit Smoking” focus
group that partners with Health
Services and the Counseling
Center.
They could work to provide
smokers who want to quit a
community—using some of that
outside money for smoking-cessation supplements like nicotine

gum in exchange for attending
the focus group.
Or they could start a propaganda—I mean public health—
campaign that further shames
smokers.
Shame is a powerful tool
already at use on the Gustavus
campus and would be a proven
and effective way to pressure
people to avoid smoking.
Although, any education
programs should not contain
outlandish lies that Gusties are
exposed to secondhand smoke
extensively.
Look around, hardly anyone
on this campus still smokes.
If you want to avoid second
hand smoke, just stay away
from Olin and Old Main (maybe
the Theater Building as well)
where the edgy computer scientists and philosophers puff
on their cigs.
Let’s not dramatize a problem that hardly exists.
Gustavus already has an
effective smoking-shaming
mechanism.
Those who do smoke receive
judgmental—although perhaps
justified—stares by the passerby.
A tobacco ban treats smokers
like children and invades their
civil liberties.
And such a ban does absolutely nothing to help them
quit, guarantees no reduction
in tobacco smoking on campus,
and dramatizes the reality of the
problem.
Quitting tobacco cold turkey
is no easy feat, and a ban would
translate to cigarette smokers
simply being sneakier.
Instead of being there for
members of our community, the
anti-tobacco initiative simply
wants to implement a ban based
on failed merits that hangs
Gusties out to dry.
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More than spring cleaning

T

Emily Pratt
Opinion Writer

here is nothing that heightens one’s nostalgia for
spring weather quite like
a snowstorm in the middle of
April.
The sun is shining, days are
longer, birds are chirping and…
there’s snow as far as the eye
can see.
Most Minnesotans are familiar with this kind of inconsistent
spring weather, even though
I’m pretty sure it’s been awhile
since a snowstorm this big has
hit us this late in the year.
As someone who grew up
someplace even farther North
than St. Peter, I’ve grown accustomed to welcoming spring
in some different ways.
It really helps motivate myself for that final push of the
semester.
Studying outside and enjoying the floral scenery may not be
an option for us right now, but
there are still plenty of ways to
get into the spring mood.

First, switch up your wardrobe.
There is nothing that signifies the end of winter quite like
floral print and bright colors.
Spring is all about life starting anew, so why not treat
yourself to a new top or dress
to reinvent yourself a bit?
Of course, sometimes it’s
difficult to come by some spare
cash as college students, so
bringing out some old spring
favorites will work just as well
too.
Out with the old greys and
maroons and in with the new
pastel blues and pinks.
Second, get a haircut.
It has become a ritual of mine
to chop off about eight inches of
my hair every spring.
It doesn’t just make my head
feel lighter but it also breathes a
bit of new life into my appearance.
It doesn’t necessarily have to
be noticeable for everyone, as
long as you feel refreshed, your
outlook on school and work will
be that much brighter.
Winter focuses on warmth
and heaviness to keep cozy so
why not do just the opposite to
welcome spring?
For a long time, I hated the
idea of cutting so much of my
hair off, so that’s fine if someone
feels the same way.
Instead, try a new style or
updo to compliment a brightened wardrobe.
The slightest hair alterations
really do go a long way when it
comes to finding a new spring
in your step.
Third, beautify your room

with flowers galore.
The ever-popular Christmas
lights that are strung in dorm
rooms are certainly lovely during the fall and winter months,
but spring needs a bit more color to liven up the atmosphere.
Most grocery stores will
have some kind of potted plants
available for purchase, so perhaps try clearing a space by the
windowsill to give one of these
a home.
Even entwining strands of
paper flowers with the Christmas lights can give a room a
whole new feel.
Fourth, start a new workout
routine.
This one is usually more difficult for students buried under
layers of stress but it does help
energize the body.
Whether it’s utilizing Lund’s
equipment or taking to the
muddy outdoor trails, getting
your body moving is a sure
way to signify that change is
in the air.
Often all it takes is switching up a daily routine to renew
one’s motivation for finishing
out the semester in style.
Plus, it’s never too early to
start working on that beach bod.
Finally, enjoy the sunshine.
There are other ways to
do this that don’t involve sitting outside in thirty-degree
weather.
Find a window to sit by
during the day while you’re
deep in a reading and open the
shades in your room to let the
warmth in.
The caf has huge windows to
sit by during lunch, make sure

Start a new workout routine this spring.

to snag a spot by them while
you’re waiting for friends.
Outside might still be chilly
but the sun’s rays certainly
aren’t.
There are many ways to
handle that spring fever, these
are just a few examples to keep
yourself out of ongoing ‘winter
depression.’
Students are often so
weighed down with responsi-
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bilities at this time of the year
that the very symbol of rejuvenated life can be enough to
energize us for that final push
of the semester.
Take a leaf out of my “Minnesota Spring” list, a little change
can go a long way.
You’ll be more than ready for
when the flowers really start appearing all over campus.

Will we grab a slice of the new world order?

I

Priscilla Otero
Opinion Columnist

s it truly the end of the
United States led world order? A report, primarily
supported and sponsored by
the U.S. Army’s Strategic Plans
and Policy Directorate, the Office of the Deputy Secretary of
Defense for Strategy and Force
Development has concluded
what many political scientist
have been predicting in the last
ten years; the United States led
international order established
after World War II is “fraying”
and “collapsing”.
The report, At Our Own
Peril: DOD Risk Assessment
in a Post-Primacy World, announced that the United States

is losing its position of supremacy in world affairs.
Given that the report was
published to evaluate the Department of Defense’s methods
of risk assessment in Pentagon
policy, one can assume the validity of such concerns.
The United States gained international influence after WWI.
The First World War had, as
Woodrow Wilson expressed,
been justified in order to make
the world safe for democracy.
After the war, a new world
order which emphasized collective security and democracy
was advocated for.
After the Gulf War, years
later in 1991, George W. Bush’s
speech to Congress following
the expulsion of Iraqi forces
from Kuwait, emphasized the
supremacy of the United States
in the new world order.
“Now, we can see a new
world coming into view. A
world in which there is the very
real prospect of a new world
order. In the words of Winston
Churchill, a world order in
which the principles of justice
and fair play protect the weak
against the strong. A world
where the United Nations,
freed from cold war stalemate,
is poised to fulfil the historic
vision of its founders. A world

in which freedom and respect
for human rights find a home
among all nations,” he said.
Yet, with the dot-com bust,
the war on terrorism causing
immense financial expense and
loss, with the collapse of Lehman Brothers that stimulated a
banking crisis in 2008, with the
detention center at Guantanamo
Bay which some argue undermined American ideals, with
the trillion dollar student loan
crisis, with the present healthcare crisis, and with many other
scenes that continue to undercut our diplomacy, the United
States is certainly losing ground.
The perception of American
exceptionalism might be on the
decline, but perhaps that isn’t a
bad thing.
Yes, a new brand of nationalism in the United States has
overwhelmingly grown, and
populism seems to be growing
as many Americans attempt to
compensate for the sense of loss,
but perhaps, despite the report,
the United States is not facing
imperial decline.
Instead, perhaps, the world
is entering into a new period of
renewed imperial conflict.
With the Russian Federation and the People’s Republic
of China both pressing new
challenges onto our weakened

democratic government, can
we expect to see the conflicts
continue to increase in this postCold War era?
I would assume so.
President Trump’s newly
initiated trade war with China,
while mostly perceived as a
negative and poor strategy, is
a petty attempt at weakening
Chinese investments in Africa
and Latin America.
Although, arguably, these
areas of the world have been
victims of trade wars initiated
by imperialist nations for years.
The nations that will suffer
the most, and the people -not
just corporations-that will suffer
the most if the trade war escalates, will be from these regions
that China has been investing in
for years.
The most recent attack on
Syria is also seemingly an attack
on Russian relations.
It is no secret that Russia
has been supportive of Assad’s
regime.
In addition, after ordering
the biggest single US military strikes on Syria, President
Trump’s mendacity is on clear
view for the American public.
Despite the War Powers act, or
maybe because if it, Congress is
now arguing if the attack was
unconstitutional.

Regardless, with newly emboldened regional powers like
China and Russia eager to challenge the United States, and
with a president who is very
contradictory with our foreign
relations, the United States does
seem to be losing important
aspects of authority, accountability, and cultural dominance.
The report, At Our Own
Peril: DOD Risk Assessment in a
Post-Primacy World, in observing that there is an obligation
to preserve the United States’
global position in the present
international order, stressed that
the structural capacity to do so
is “under enormous stress”.
The report also urged the
United States government to
increase more surveillance,
expand our military, and to
ensure “strategic manipulation
of public opinion”.
Additionally, with the Pentagon warning that “global events
will happen faster [we are] currently equipped to handle,” one
may indeed predict a new world
order commencing once again.
What will this new world
order look like?
Will this new world order,
continue to make space for democracy?
Well, if we are smart, it may
be up for us to decide.

Entertainment
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Art Crossword

Across

2. Stand for painting while standing
4. Forming clay, bake in kiln, etc.
6. Image made up of small pieces of colored
glass or stone
8. The utensil most commonly used to paint,
often made with hog hair for bristles
10. Fancy writing, often done with a special
type of pen
11. Japanese paper folding
12. Special workshop where photos are
developed

Down

1. Robin’s egg blue, light pink, lavender, etc.
3. Making things from wood
5. Pigments are mixed with water to make
this paint
7. ‘Street art’
9. Ballet is a form of this

ACROSS
2. Easel
4. Pottery
6. Mosaic
8. Brush
10. Calligraphy
11. Origami
12. Darkroom

DOWN
1. Pastel
3. Woodworking
5. Watercolor
7. Graffiti
9. Dance

Pun of the week
“Whiteboards are remarkable!”

The zodiac signs as pasta shapes
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Scorpio (October 23-Nov. 21)

Elbow

Ravioli

Spaghetti

Penne

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Virgo (August 23-Sep. 22)

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Rigatoni

Cavatappi

Rotini

Campanelle

Aries (March 21-April 19)

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Libra (Sep. 23-October 22)

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Angel hair

Spätzle

Wheels

Farfalle
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Editor Joe Brandel

Softball focuses on team development

Gusties improves record to 6-15 after sweeping Concordia

Gustavus Sports Information

First-year Ashley Neuenfeldt pitches in a match against St. Ben’s April 11. The team used Hollingsworth to create a makeshift softball field due to the bad weather conditions.

T

Jake Woodrich
Staff Writer

his whacky springtime
snow has made things
rather difficult for the
Gustavus softball team.
Currently with a record of
6-14, the Gusties are hoping the
snow melts soon so they are
able to get out on their actual

home field for competition.
Out of the 20 games the
Gusties have played thus far
this season, 10 took place in
Tucson, Arizona, 4 in a dome,
2 on the turf of the Gustavus
football field, and a whopping
0 on their home softball field.
This is not the norm.
Games have been cancelled
and rescheduled multiple

Gustavus Sports Information

The team currently holds an overall record of 6-15 and a MIAC record of 2-4.

times, all thanks to mother nature.
“I think we took our trip
to Arizona for granted a little
considering that might have
been the only chance to play on
a real field under the sun. Even
when we had scheduled games
this past weekend in the dome,
those got cancelled due to the
blizzard. I guess mother nature
does not want us to have a season,” Senior Jessica Neuman
said.
Neuman is one of only two
seniors on a team full of youngsters this season.
This small senior class has
experienced a lot during their
four years on the team.
“This season thus far has
centered around learning.
Speaking as a senior, my freshman year team won the MIAC
tournament, but you have to
remember that the old team
was an old team, it consisted of
mostly senior and junior starters, and now the underclassmen outweigh the upperclassmen by a ton,” Neuman said.
”We have many more games
left, but as long as our team
tries our best and has fun, I
will be satisfied with whatever
record we end up with.”
The underclassmen on the

team are doing all they can to
get acclimated to the higher
level of competition at the collegiate level.
“The freshmen and sophomores contribute more passion
for softball than I’ve seen on
any other team in my career. I
know they watch D1 softball
on the SEC network and Big 10
during class secretly on their
laptops, so if that doesn’t say
something, I don’t know what
will. By the time they’re seniors and juniors, the team will
be one to watch for,” Neuman
said.
One standout First-year
player on the team is Ashley
Neuenfeldt.
“For me, the idea of playing
college softball seemed somewhat intimidating, but now
that I am playing, I have realized that all the practice and
training we did in the fall and
in preseason has prepared me
to compete,” Neuenfeldt said.
The Gusties have managed
to fit in six conference games
despite the crazy weather this
spring.
In the conference, the
Gusties hold a record of 2-4.
The team dropped their first
four conference games against
St. Thomas and Saint Benedict

before sweeping Concordia
Moorhead earlier this week.
“Starting out 0-4 is not how
we wanted to start the conference season, but we made improvements and learned from
each game, and we know we
can continue to grow and have
a successful season,” Neuenfeldt said. “We have played
two of the toughest teams and
learned from those series, so
I am excited to compete and
have a fun rest of the season,
even if we never get to play on
dirt.”
Neuenfeldt picked up both
wins on the mound against
Concordia.
As for the remainder of the
season, the team will continue
to try and fit in competition
whenever possible with the
goal of enjoying any time outside that they are gifted with.
“The team’s goal is to enjoy
any miraculous time we get
outside and to do our best and
continue to build Gustavus
softball to its full potential,”
Neuman said.
The Golden Gusties are
scheduled to take the field next
on Thursday, April 19 against
Macalester, with over five double-headers scheduled for the
following week.
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Track and Field competes at Maverick Invite
Gusties place in multiple events

Gustavus Sports Information

Sophomore Alexandra Anderson competes in the 100 meter hurdles during a meet last year. The team showed some strong performances in the Maverick Spring Invite April 11.

Nathan Thompson
Staff Writer

T

he Gustavus Men’s and
Women’s Track and Field
teams both competed at
the Minnesota State University Spring Invitational last
Wednesday, with both teams
notching multiple top performances and notable finishes.
Despite a cancellation the
week before due to snow, the
Gusties remained resilient, despite the less-than-ideal weather conditions.
“It’s difficult, you have to
prepare yourself. Since it was
the first meet outdoors, no one
really cared about the weather.
We came prepared and we just
had to get our minds right and
warm up properly,” Junior Michael Hensch said.
In the women’s events, the
Gusties dominated the 5,000
meter run with Seniors Sadie
Klug and Olivia Rosenow, Junior Megan Weaver and Sophomore Sarah Anderson placing
first through fourth, respectively.
Multiple Gusties also recorded several second place
finishes with Junior MaKayla
Stowell finishing second in the
100-meter dash, Abbie Schnabel in the 800-meter and Firstyear DeAnna Giles in the triple
jump.
Also, recording a runnerup finish was Sophomore Alex
Anderson in the high jump

followed by third place finish
from First-year Tyra Ericson.
“It was good for us. It was
really nice to get out and compete. I think it just went well
across the board, everyone performed and it was a good first
meet,” Hensch said.
Sophomores Lily Anderson and Tierney Winter also
recorded third place finishes
in the 400-meter run and 1,500
meter run, respectively.
Senior thrower Marisa Morgan placed first in the javelin
while recording the second best
throw of her career at 125-9.
In the men’s competition,
Gustavus was led by two first
place finishes from the likes of
Hensch and First-year Taylor
Rooney.
Hensch is also coming off
a trip to Missouri on March
31 where he and Junior Bobby
Verchota represented Gustavus at the Drury Hotels Joey
Haines Invite.
Hensch’s best performance
was in the javelin where he
took fourth with a 183 foot
throw. Verchota took 13th in
the 400-meter run with a time
of 52.86.
“It was almost all Division I
competition so it was good for
us to go down there and see
some better class athletes and
compete with them. It was fun
to compete against the top divisions and we did pretty well,”
Hensch said.
In Mankato, Hensch led the

Gustie throwers by placing
first in the hammer throw at
178-11, second in the shot put
with a 46-9 and fourth in the
discus with a throw of 141-1.
On the track, Rooney registered a pair of first place finishes in the 110 meter hurdles
with a time of 14.82 and the
high jump with a height of
6-0.5.
Finishing second to Rooney
in the high jump was Junior
Nelson Finne with a leap of
5-10.5.
Finne also placed second in
the javelin at 127-4.
Also adding a top performance was Verchota whose
time of 52.02 in the 400 meter
dash was good for third place
as well as a career-best.
In the 800-meter run, Freshman Brennan Gustafson and
Junior Ben Madigan finished
third and fourth, respectively
while Sophomore Matthew
Montplaisir had a career-best
long jump of 19-7 to land in
fourth place.
The Gusties also dominated
the 5,000 meter run, with Freshmen Jeremy Gilbertson, Nick
Kerbeshian, Andrew Stumbo
and Junior Alex Wischnack finishing second through fourth,
respectively.
Looking forward into the
rest of the season and further,
the Gustie track teams appear
to have bright futures.
“I’m really looking forward
to seeing some of the younger

athletes really step up. They
have really been working their
butts off,” Hensch said.
Next up, Gustavus will
travel to Concordia-Moorhead

on Saturday.
This meet will replace the
Gustavus Invitational on the
schedule, which was cancelled
due to weather conditions.
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Sophomore Matthew Montplaisir competes in the long jump.
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Women’s Golf opens spring season
Gusties place 5th out of 18 teams

Senior McKenzie Swenson drives the ball during a competition this fall. Swenson led the Gusties at the Kathy Niepagen Spring Fling, placing second out of 102 athletes.

T

Michael O’Neil
Staff Writter

he Gustavus Women’s
Golf Team opened their
spring season last weekend at the Kathy Niepagen
Spring Fling hosted by Illinois
Wesleyan University in Normal,
Illinois.
This start was a week later
than originally planned. The
Gusties were scheduled to start
on April 7, but the Washington
University--St. Louis Invite
was cancelled due to the poor
weather that we are all too familiar with.
The Gusties were coming
off of a fifth place finish at
the fall MIAC Championships
highlighted by a 13th-place
individual finish from Senior
McKenzie Swenson.
Despite not being able to
play outside all spring, the
Gusties traveled to Florida for a
tune-up trip over spring break
and are lucky to have the use of
a state-of-the-art indoor practice
facility.
“We are very fortunate to
have the indoor facility. Not
many schools have something
like that, so it’s been nice to be
able to work on my swing even
when we can’t play outside,”
Swenson said.

As they traveled to Illinois
to begin competing for the 2018
spring season, the Gusties encountered more harsh weather
but still managed to compete
well.
After day one of the tournament, they turned in a team
score of 320 and sat in fifth place
out of 18 teams in the field.
Swenson led the team as the
only Gustie in the 70’s with her
first round 78 (+6).
She was followed closely by
Sophomore Kristen Cash and
Junior Ellie Brandt who each
scored eight-over-par 80.
Sophomore Morgan Bleyhl
and Senior Jessica Nelson
scored solid rounds of 82 and
83 respectively.
“It was a good effort and
start from the team today. We
hit the ball pretty well but didn’t
convert good shots into a good
score. We’re looking forward
to cleaning up our play around
the greens tomorrow,” Assistant
Coach Randy Stuckey said.
The Gusties battled through
tough conditions again on day
two of the tournament, and
ended with a team score of 327,
for a total two-day score of 647.
Swenson once again led
the way for the Gusties as she
carded the lowest score of anyone in the field on day two with

a three-over 75.
“I just told myself that everyone had to compete in the
same conditions and to focus on
shooting the best score I could
under the circumstances,” said
Swenson.
Bleyhl also improved on her
score from the first day with an
eight-over 80.
Her total score of 162 was
good for an impressive 21st
place finish individually.
Cash carded 85 in the second
round, and finished tied for 28th
place.
Finally, Nelson scored an 87
on day two and finished tied for
40th overall.
The highlight of the day
for the Gusties was Swenson’s
impressive round, and her twoday total of 153 that was good
for a second-place finish overall.
Her round consisted of 13
pars and one birdie, and she
finished just one stroke behind
the leader, Rylie Leroux of Illinois Wesleyan.
“I was very proud of the way
I played. I just stuck with it and
everything worked out. A topfive finish is always my goal, so
to finish just one stroke behind
the champion was pretty cool,”
Swenson said.
For her efforts, Swenson
earned the MIAC Women’s

Golfer of the Week award.
The Gusties will look to
build on their fifth place finish in Illinois this weekend as
they travel to Waverly, Iowa to
compete in the Wartburg Spring
Invitational.
Originally, the Gusties were
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scheduled to play in the Bethel
University Royal Match, but
that was cancelled due to poor
conditions.
After traveling to Iowa, the
Gusties will wrap up their
spring season at the Carleton
Invitational on April 28-29.
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Sophomore Kristen Cash competes in the Fall MIAC Championships.

