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Nobel Hall undergoes renovations this winter
Future science building expected to have advanced labs and facilities and connect to Schaefer Art Center

Submitted

The envisioned interior of Nobel Hall once all the renovations are complete.

A

Ella Napton
Staff Writer

s Gusties streamed back to
campus in early February
after a cold, snowy J-Term
and touring break, a new landscape was spotted outside Nobel
Hall of Science.
Barriers spanned the expanse of
the lawns outside of Nobel and as
the weeks passed more structures
were put up.
Semi-permanent buildings can
be seen now as well as markings
for the future construction site.
Nobel Hall has been a fixture
at Gustavus since its opening in
1963.
It became the central location
for the sciences at Gustavus: Biology, Chemistry, Geology, and
Physics.
But this renovation is not the
first time Nobel has gotten a
makeover.
In 1998 significant changes
were made to the building and
concluded with the Physics Department moving its headquarters to Olin Hall.
But, as one can assume, science has shifted, developed, and
changed drastically since the last
renovations in 1997.
Along with the emergence of
STEAM (Science, Technology,

Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) the need for state of the
art facilities has risen significantly.
Without changes to Nobel and
developing its capabilities as a
building for fostering growth in
the various science fields at Gustavus, the number of prospective
STEAM majors committing to
Gustavus would go down.
Students today are simply just
looking for state of the art facilities to further their education in.
Nobel no longer houses just
Biology, Chemistry, Geology, and
Physics.
It also harbors the interdisciplinary programs of Biochemistry/Molecular Biology and
Environmental Studies.
By creating “State-of-the-art
laboratories [with this renovation] and teaching spaces will
facilitate deeper learning and
allow for more students to be
involved in research projects with
our faculty” Gustavus President
Rebecca Bergman said.
Not only will this renovation to
Nobel include new facilities and
classrooms, it will also feature a
connection between Nobel Hall
and the Theater and Dance Wing
of the Schaefer Fine Arts Center.
This connection will also include a new laboratory theater,
said Bergman.

This addition will effectively
include the “A” in STEAM at
Gustavus, connecting the arts to
the sciences.
This was done intentionally to
show Gustavus’ value of interdisciplinary learning at our liberal
arts institution.
But many students have voiced
the question: why Nobel Hall
rather than other buildings in
need of renovations?
The answer to this is simple, in
the words of President Bergman.
“We are committed to academic
excellence here at Gustavus, and
Nobel Hall needed updating due
to the fast growth in scientific
knowledge, the sophistication
of technological and analytical
equipment, changing teaching
and learning techniques, and the
emergence of new interdisciplinary programs” she said.
Students that frequent Nobel
also agree that it was important
to address Nobel quickly.
Not just for the facilities, but
because it has had a couple cases
of asbestos.
Different aspects of the building are particularly exciting to
science majors at Gustavus.
Specifically, “the new laboratory space and equipment [will]
make everything in the lab setting go more smoothly and help

students gain valuable techniques
that they could use later on”
Gretchen Boeckmen ‘19, a Biochemistry major, said.
Also, “the new equipment, like
the laboratory hoods” will be especially helpful for incoming and
current students in the science
fields at Gustavus,” Mariah Riggi
‘18, a Biochemistry major, said.
For Bergman “one of the most
exciting aspects of the project to
me is the updating of our laboratories.
We have designed labs that
will be modern and more flexible, allowing for both individual
and team-based experiments and
research projects to be conducted.
As part of the project, we are
also updating much of our laboratory equipment, giving students
the opportunity to gain handson experiences and know-how
that will benefit them beyond
Gustavus.”
The renovations will not only
benefit students in the various
science disciplines at Gustavus,
but all students.
Because all students are required to take a science class
at Gustavus every student will
spend at least a little bit of time
in the building.
With renovations many students will have a chance to,

perhaps, find their new favorite
study space.
“Whether or not a student is
planning to pursue a scientific or
technological career, the world of
science and technology touches
all people today in profound
ways. I want all of our students
to feel comfortable gaining basic
scientific literacy and an understanding of the natural world we
live in” Bergman said.
Boeckman elaborated on the
benefit of the Nobel renovation
as a whole, “it will provide more
classroom space so if some academic buildings do not have the
available space [for classes] they
can have it in Nobel.”
But Bergman has no intentions
of stopping at Nobel when developing Gustavus into a state of the
art college.
Moving forward the focus will
be on maintenance projects, renovations, and upgrades around the
campus as a whole.
“We are currently conducting
concept planning for changes to
Lund Center, particularly to create better spaces for cardiovascular fitness and strength training.
Stay tuned for more on that
over the next 6-12 months” Bergman said.
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Campus Safety Report
Monday, February 12

●Campus Safety documented damage to a Collegeowned vehicle.
●Campus Safety responded
to a report of nuisance communications in the International Center involving a student. The case was referred to
the campus conduct system.
●Campus Safety responded
to a reported theft of personal
property from the Jackson
Campus Center. The item was
later recovered.
●Campus Safety and Residential Life responded to
a suspected drug violation

involving two students and
documented possession of
paraphernalia in Uhler Hall.
The case was referred to the
campus conduct system.
● Campus Safety observed
damage to property on College grounds. Barrier poles
next to the Broadway entry
gate were found bent and
scratched.

Tuesday, February 13

● Campus Safety responded
to student of concern in Southwest Hall.
●A Collegiate Fellow documented a report of a drug

policy violation in Norelius
Hall.

Thursday, February 15
●Property damage was
reported in Sorensen Hall.
A mirror was found broken.
Friday, February 16

●Campus Safety took a
report of theft of personal
property in the Lund Center.
●An online report was
submitted about bias-related
comments that occurred on
February 15, 2018 in Schaefer
Fine Arts.

●An online report was submitted about possible bias-related treatment in the Jackson
Campus Center.

Saturday, February 17

●Campus Safety responded
to a student of concern in
Rundstrom Hall and documented an underage alcohol
violation.
●Campus Safety responded
to a report of property damage in Sorenson Hall.

ed to a drug violation in the
Olin Parking lot, involving
three students. One student
was also incolved in an
alcohol violation and one
student failed to comply
with a campus official.
●Campus Safety responed
to an alcohol violation in
Pittman Hall.
●Campus Safety responded to a medical assist at
Pittman Hall.

Sunday, September 18

●Campus Safety respond-
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Students participate in Peer Education’s 100
Hour Challenge to abstain from binge drinking
Samantha Walters
Staff Writer

L

ast weekend, 21 percent
of the Gustavus student
population vowed to go
100 hours without drinking.
The goal was to invite students to abstain from binge
drinking to focus on how much
of an impact it has on student
health.
The event was sponsored by
the Peer Assistants, as well as
Peer Education and Chemical
Health.
“A common misconception
is that the 100 Hour Challenge
means no drinking at all, but it
just means no binge drinking,”
Senior Peer Assistant Torin Anderson said.
According to Director of
Peer Education and Chemical
Health, Laura Herbst-Johnson,
“this idea actually originated
from the University of Colorado
several years ago when the basketball team pledged to abstain
from alcohol for one weekend
in honor of their coach who had

lost his wife and children to a
drunk driver. It later spread to a
campus-wide initiative that has
continued today.”
She says that the health educators at Gustavus work towards being proactive instead
of reactive to prevent crisis from
happening.
As of February 14, 462 students had officially accepted
the challenge, including many
Collegiate Fellows on campus.
“I think seeing the CFs be so
supportive of something like
this can set the mood for future
CFs and future leaders on campus,” said Junior CF Hannah
Kerber.
Students could take part in
events happening on campus
put on to emphasize that alcohol
is not needed to have a good
time.
“I hope that people... realize
that there are fun things to do
without drinking involved. And
that maybe they can consider
going to more campus activities
or just doing other things,” said
Kerber said.
Students tabled outside of the

caf last week to support and
advertise the challenge and get
people involved in 100 hours of
no binge drinking.
“We don’t necessarily want
to “convince” students to take
part in it, but rather provide a
well-planned opportunity full
of events and activities, in hopes
they’ll make the decision to participate for their own reasons or
benefit,” said Herbst-Johnson.
“One way that we hope it affects the Gustavus community
is that it will help students realize that it is possible to drink
alcohol in a way that doesn’t involve binging,” Anderson said.
Students from all backgrounds and interests took
part, and many got their picture
put up in the campus center
advertising the event, including
many members of the choirs
and students in sports.
“This event is also an effort
to support our students who
already make healthy choices
about alcohol,” Herbst-Johnson
said.
Studies show that the priorities of college students are

affected by drinking. Many
students’ mental health, stress,
sleep, and academic health are
affected by binge drinking.
“If nothing else, we hope this
challenge will help students
to recognize the impact binge
drinking may have on their
successes or struggles in these
meaningful aspects of their
lives,” Herbst-Johnson said.
According to a survey done
by the NIAA in 2015, about 60%
of college students drank in the
course of one month, while 2 out
of 3 of them engaged in binge
drinking in the same timeframe.
“Promoting a campus-wide
challenge offers a reason for students to step back and consider
the role alcohol plays in their
lives,” said Herbst-Johnson.
The NIAA defines binge
drinking as a pattern of drinking that brings blood alcohol
concentration (BAC) levels to
0.08. This typically occurs after
4 drinks for women and 5 drinks
for men—in about 2 hours.
It is estimated that each year,
about 1,825 college students
between the ages of 18 and 24

die from alcohol-related unintentional injuries, including
motor-vehicle crashes.
College students are advised
to track the number of drinks
they consume over a given
period of time in order to avoid
binge drinking.
“I am a firm believer in educating students holistically, and
that includes not only making
students aware of the negative
implications related to alcohol,
but also teaching them harm
reduction strategies so if they
do choose to drink, it can be
done with less risk involved,”
Herbst-Johnson said.
“At the end of the day its as
much about changing the climate on campus as it is about
a personal thing... If you want
to ignite change, you have to
take up the challenge yourself,”
Kerber said.
In the end, the Gustavus community has been informed of the
consequences of binge drinking
and hopefully will make good
decisions regarding alcohol.

Submitted

Part of the student body participated in the 100 Hour Challenge by abstaining from Binge Drinking, and were encouraged to come to fun events sponsored by Peer Assistants, and Peer Education.
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Minnesota Private College Career and Internship
Fair to be held February 27
Laura Stickney
Staff Writer

O

n February 27, sophomores,
juniors, and seniors from a
number of private colleges
around the state, including Gustavus, will have the opportunity to attend the Minnesota Private College
Career and Internship Fair.
This exciting event will be held
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Minneapolis Convention Center, and
promises to be a valuable experience for those who attend.
“The Minnesota Private College Job and Internship Fair is an
excellent opportunity for Gustavus
students to interact with well over
250 employers from Minnesota and
across the nation,” said Gustavus
Career Development Specialist Jess
Franta said.
“Attendees have the opportunity
to meet, apply, and interview for
full-time and internship positions
from many of the leading employers like Target, US Bank, The
Boom Lab, and more.”
Held annually for over 35 years,
the Career and Internship Fair has
been called the best job fair in the
state by several top employers, and
part of what makes it such a successful event is the chances it gives
registered students to connect with
potential employers and explore
different career options.
“For sophomores and juniors,
it’s a great opportunity to interact
with companies of all sizes and
industries and explore endless
opportunities and potential internships,” Franta said.

“It can also provide great access
to top employers who want to hire
and meet liberal arts students. Seniors can seek internships and full
time positions, and complete an
interview the same day as the fair.
This one-day opportunity allows
students to engage with employers
who value the soft skills a liberal
arts education provides such as
critical thinking, communication,
leadership, and being a team player.
The Minnesota Private College
Job and Internship Fair is a great
opportunity for a Gustie to learn
about various companies but also
showcase their skill set for a variety
of roles.”
The Minnesota Private College
Career and Internship Fair will
also boast a number of fun and
interactive features for students
interested in securing internships or
learning more about potential jobs
available, according to Gustavus
Director of Career Development
Cynthia Favre.
“At 9:30 at the Fair, there is a
session for international students to
learn about seeking career opportunities in the US…there will also be
a photo booth to take professional
headshots all day at the Fair.”
Other features and opportunities
include an online resume option
open to employers who will be at
the fair as well as a way for students
to schedule actual interviews before
the fair itself begins.
“Candidates can post their resume in an online resume book
that all the employers can access,”
Favre said.
“Today Gustavus is in second
place with resumes posted 61, St.

Submitted

Gustavus students will be introduced to valuable internships and opportunities at the Career and Internship Fair.

Thomas is in first with 90. We could
beat them if all our candidates put
their resumes in. The fair website
has employer info including emails
to submit requests for interviews
before the fair - you could walk in
with interviews already scheduled!
There is also a phone app for the
MNPC Fair - with a map of the
employer booth area marking the
employers you want to find.”
Gustie sophomores, juniors, or

seniors who wish to register for
or learn more about the upcoming
Private College Career and Internship Fair can contact the Career
Development Office or go to the
Fair’s official website at mnpcfair.
org for more information.
Franta will also have open office
hours every Friday until March 2
for resume reviews and mock interviews, and to answer any questions
concerning the fair and registration.

The two buses provided for
transportation to the event are
nearly full, so the Career Development Department here at Gustavus strongly encourages those
interested to take advantage of the
exciting opportunity the Minnesota
Private College Career and Internship Fair offers.

Vietnamese Student Association plans Lunar New Year

O

Elsa Beise
Staff Writer

n February 23, students
involved in the Vietnamese Students’ Association and Global China Connection are hosting an event for the
Lunar New Year.
This celebration is to honor
the start of the new year based
on the lunar calendar.
“It marks the beginning of a
year according to the lunar calendar (as opposed to the solar,
or Gregorian calendar),” Noah
Bich Ngoc Nguyen, senior and
co-president of the Vietnamese
Student Association, said.
The date of the Lunar New
Year varies year to year.
“The lunar date is usually 15
days later than the Western calendar, and that’s why the date
of holiday vary slightly from
year to year. For this year, the
Lunar New Year is…[February]
15,” sophomore and president
of Global China Connection
Runya Xu said.
Since the holiday fell during
the first week of second semester, the organizations decided to
host the events after the official
holiday had happened.
Although the new year is
mainly celebrated in China,

other countries recognize the
holiday.
“[The Lunar New Year] also
the most important festival of
the year celebrated by China
and its geographic neighbors,
namely Taiwan, HongKong,
Macao, Singapore, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Korea, Thailand,
Vietnam, Cambodia, Mauritius,
Australia, and the Philippines,”
first year and the Co-President
of the Vietnamese Students’
Organization (as well as head
of its’ Public Relations/ Media
committee) Hung Tran said.
This celebration will be held in
the Heritage and Three Crowns
Room.
The festivities will include
the celebration of this year ’s
Chinese zodiac.
“We are very glad to be sponsored by the International Cultures Club, the Diversity Leadership Council, and the Center
for International and Cultural
Education as well as the Crossroads Program. This year, we
hope to share with the Gustavus
community the celebration of
the year of the Dog (according to
the Chinese zodiac),” Tran said.
Food, performances and prizes will be amongst the many
attractions planed by these
student organizations.

Lunar New Year is a holiday celebrated by a large body of students in the Gustavus community.

“Students should come to
learn about culture, traditions,
participate in our activities,
win prizes, and of course enjoy
a good time with food and music,” Bich Ngoc Nguyen said.
On top of the games and performances, there will also be
some exciting events.
“We offer...a short educational

presentation, two games, and a
fashion show,” Xu said.
Students are excited to share
this event with the campus and
hope that others will learn new
and interesting aspects about
different Asian cultures.
“This is one of the most beautiful and significant traditions of
our culture, and we would love

Submitted

to share it with the Gustavus
community...The uplifting and
eventful atmosphere and the
warmth of people gathering
together to celebrate Lunar New
Year are probably the reasons
why Lunar New Year is such a
beautiful and important festival,” Tran said.

variety

Editor Sarah Knutson

page 5

GUSTIE of the
WEEK

Claire Dirnberger

C

Sarah Knutson
Variety Editor

laire Dirnberger is a highly involved and passionate junior at Gustavus.
While her college search was
a stressful process of touring
schools up until the winter of
her senior year, she quickly fell
in love with the small school atmosphere Gustavus had to offer.
“I was attracted to the many
organizations the school offered and the friendliness of the
campus” and knew Gustavus
offered her the tools to succeed.

“Claire is the life of the
party and always has
an optimistic attitude. I
admire how driven and
passionate she is about
her life and future
goals.”
—Mallory Butchko
Claire felt nervous about
the rigor of college courses and
finding her path but knew at
Gustavus she would be, “treated as a name and not a number.”
A Communications major,

Claire fell in love with the department after taking her first
course. She found the learning
outcomes were applicable to
multiple fields and customized
her focus by adding a management minor for her future goal
of working in human resources.
The past two summers,
Claire has worked as a camp
counselor at Green Lake Bible
Camp, a job that requires constant energy and patience with
middle schoolers.
Kali Malaski, a junior friend
of Claires, notes Claire is never
scared to get out of her comfort
zone or push her campers out
of theirs.
“One week for the talent
show she brought her entire cabin up and sang Imagine Dragons ‘Believer ’ and screamed
‘ah’ after each line. I still hear
her doing that whenever I hear
that song,” Malaski said.
On campus Claire is involved
in multiple organizations and
holds high titles. She is the CoChair of the Diversity Leadership Council, the Co-President
of the Diversity Education Exploration Project, a tour guide in
the admissions office and served
on the Presidentś Council for
Diversity Equity and Inclusion
as the student chair of the Safety
and Security committee.
Diversity Education Explo-

ration Project (D.E.E.P.) has a
special place in Claire’s heart.
The organization plans spring
break trips to discover and
explore a location of cultural
interest.

“She is always looking
out for the best interest
of everyone around
her.”
—Wendy Ericksen
Bachman
In the past years, she has
traveled to South Carolina
and Georgia to learn about the
Gullah Geechee culture, and
New Orleans to discover the
French, Spanish and Creole
cultures. This organization is the
definition of learning outside of
the classroom.
Claire’s favorite memory
from D.E.E.P. is sitting in a van
for 6-12 hours talking and playing games with other students
who were “then strangers and
now friends.” Claire’s “work
with and commitment to the
D.E.E.P. program is beyond
compare. She is always looking out for the best interest of
everyone around her” Wendy
Ericksen Bachman said.
Claire has not only been in-

Abby Anderson

Claire’s inviting and positive attitude never fails to brighten someone’s day.

volved in important action on
campus, she also takes time to
make important and long lasting connections.
“When I need someone to
talk to, I know that Tom Flunker
and Janet Jennings always have
an open door. When my day
hasn’t been all that great, I
know Wendy and Tracy will
be waiting in Admissions with
a smile to greet me. I would
not be where I am without the
support from CF´s, Advisers,
Professors, the Diversity Center,
the Counseling Center, Admissions, and my amazing friends”
Claire said.

“One week for the
talent show she
brought her entire
cabin up and sang
Imagine Dragons
‘Believer’ and
screamed ‘AH’ after
each line. I still hear her
doing that whenever I
hear that song.”
—Kali Malaski

Abby Anderson

Claire is a junior Communications Studies major, management minor, and heavily involved in extracurriculars.

Malaski met Claire as firstyears living in the same section in co-ed and became good
friends instantly. Claire is a “caring, smart, funny, helpful and
generous person. She is always
thinking of other people and
stands up for what she believes
in” Malaski said.
Praising the faculty and
staff at Gustavus, she shared a
personal mishap when she fell
headfirst on the concrete, an
apparent texting and eating a
granola bar accident, and her
advisor Patricia English found
band-aids and Nurse Practitioner Nissa Fell patched her up.

I remember when, “she fell
last year and really skinned up
her knees, hands and face. She
must have fallen hard. Claire
handled it well and just kept
on going” English said, adding
how Claire is “meticulous, hard
working and, actually, quite
funny.”
Since she is only a junior,
Claire still looks forward to
many things at Gustavus, including meeting new people
every week.
She is also, “determined to
go to the swimming pool, try a
gyro from the caf, attend swing
club, eat at the lunch buffet, and
experience all the events and
activities Gustavus offers.”
The impact Claire has had
on Gustavus is evident in her
enthusiastic attitude and positive energy felt around campus. Mallory Butchko (‘19) met
Claire at the Co-Ed Haunted
house their first year where
Butchko was dressed as a cat
and Claire was a cavewoman.
“Claire is the life of the party
and always has an optimistic attitude. I admire how driven and
passionate she is about her life
and future goals” Butchko said.
Gustavus has in return had
its effect on Claire, especially
in shaping her aspirations and
guiding her in various opportunities for leadership and
responsibilities.
Claire has had the opportunity to “work on a committee
with the president of the college, plan campus-wide events,
communicate and work directly
with professionals, attend conferences and travel.”
The most important things
Claire stresses of what she
will always hold dear from
her time at Gustavus are her
closest friends, academic extracurriculars, and the Gustavus
community.
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Gustavus Choir Performs Home Concert
Anna Duong-Topp
Variety Editor

T

he Gustavus Choir represent the characteristics
that true Gusties hold
dear; those of excellence, community, justice, service, and
faith. But like any extraordinary choir, The Gustavus Choir
defines itself as more than the
connotations of its college.
In the realm of musicianship,
it means passion, artistry, and
grit. One of many Gustavus
ensembles that manages to
bridge the gap between music
and soul.
The 2018 Home Concert was
filled with infinitesimal moments of raw, emotional sound,
created in perfect balance by a
group of humans as diligent as
they are talented.
For the Home Concert, The
Gustavus Choir performed an
impressive seventeen pieces.
Despite the amount of repertoire this group brought to the
table, the singers did not allow
themselves to be spread too
thin.
Each piece possessed a compelling, impassioned sound that
reflected in the choir’s physicality. Not a single pair of eyes
strayed from the guidance of
Director Greg Aune.
Every single individual on
the risers was invested in the

deliverance of each note, and
had clearly formed a personal
and meaningful relationship
with each tune.
The strong sense of commitment to song permeating this
performance came from a very
honest place. Singers from The
Gustavus Choir sound passionate about the repertoire because
they are.
When speaking on the piece
‘All My Heart All This Night
Rejoices’ by Z. Randall Stroope,
Gustie senior and Bass II section leader Michael McKenzie
couldn’t help but express this
emotional connection.

“After a fantastic choral
season filled with
focused determination
and jaw-dropping
artistry culminated
in this cathartic
performace, at least
this was clear: The
Gustavus Choir had
come home.”
“It offers us as performers
the opportunity to be emotionally vulnerable with our audience and without fail it moves
people in [a] deep and passionate way,” McKenzie said. “That

piece pulls at the hearts strings
of the audience and the choir!”
Liza Johnson, a first-year
Soprano I, feels a similar connection to ‘All My Heart.’ “I like
that one because I just really feel
like the choir is so connected
during that piece,” she said. “I
think of my grandparents during it.”
Indeed, the music created
by this group allows for a very
visceral experience between the
choir and audience. Rather than
simply performing for the sake
of performing, The Gustavus
Choir uses sound to completely
immerse themselves and listeners in the implacable magic of
music.
Part of what makes this
group so outstanding is the
phenomenal chemistry within the choir as a whole. “We
have a very, very strong choir
[this year],” says junior Emma
Myhre. “We have a group of
very talented first years who
have contributed so much to the
group, and we sound amazing.”
The fact that this choir is able
to draw strength from every
member of the group—regardless of labels like upperclassan
status—speaks for itself. As an
audience member, the dynamic
of trust between the singers
themselves and Aune was apparent.
“This year the choir sounds
particularly strong, [which] was
very uplifting to learn,” McKen-

zie said. “We have put our blood
sweat and tears into this music,
and we cannot wait to share it
with the Gustavus community.”
Another very important
not-so-secret to The Gustavus
Choir’s success is the leadership of Dr. Greg Aune. Of the
85 years the Gustavus Choir has
existed, Dr. Aune is responsible
for the phenomenal success of
23.
Despite his extensive career
here, Aune refuses to become
stagnant, continuing to innovate
year after year. “I’m so proud
and blessed to be in G Choir and
to be under the direction of Dr.
A,” Johnson said.
She goes on to reference the
piece ‘When Memory Fails’ by
Eric Nelson. “That piece is about
dementia and Dr. A talked about
his father before we started
learning it,” Johnson said.
“Even if [someone] hasn’t
been affected personally by
dementia, we can all connect
with Dr. A and his emotion
for the piece.” Aune has also
established an iconic conducting style that exudes perfect
balance.
He is capable of both the
quietest subtlety and most thunderous vigor, often within the
range of a single piece. It brings
an exact response out of his
singers without spoon-feeding
them, and entrances listeners
with a physical representation
of the sounds they hear.

Notwithstanding his undeniable legacy of success, Aune
finished the concert with heartfelt gratitude for his colleagues,
the families of his students, but
most importantly his singers.

“We have put our
blood, sweat, and tears
into this music, and we
cannot wait to share
it with the Gustavus
Community.”
—Michael McKenzie
Though this director may
come off as an untouchably brilliant enigma, at the end of the
day he simply “love[s] working
with these kids.”
By the end of the night, two
very distinct emotions had
filled Christ Chapel; unfettered
pride and sheer wonderment.
The implacable magic from The
Gustavus Choir did, indeed,
find its way into Christ Chapel with unsurprising force.
After a fantastic choral season
filled with focused determination and jaw-dropping artistry
culminated in this cathartic
performance, at least this was
clear: The Gustavus Choir had
come home.

GWO comes home after International Tour

T

The final concert of the Gustavus Wind Orchestra tour was
held in Bjorling and one of much
anticipation by both performers
and audience members.

Sarah Knutson
Variety Editor

he Gustavus Wind Orchestra, under the direction of
Dr. James Patrick Miller,
returned from its tour of Sweden and Norway and presented
their concert - “Children: Our
Hope for the Future” on February 17 to a packed Bjorling
Recital Hall.
The concert featured works
by Andrew Boysen, Jr., Percy
Grainger, and David Maslanka
which were “performed to great
appreciation by our audiences”
Miller said.
The focus of the program
was David Maslanka’s ‘A
Child’s Garden of Dreams’ - a
piece Miller said carried the
most weight with performers
and audiences alike all across
the tour.
Senior performers Kelly
Neubauer ‘18 (clarinet), McKenzie Perry ‘18 (flute), and senior
conductor, Ryan O’Neil ‘18 were
highlighted in the concert.
Also joining the concert, Assistant Professor Karrin MeffertNelson performed as a soloist,
and Gustavus Wind Symphony
conductor Heidi Johanna Miller
led as guest conductor.
GWO toured from January
25 through February 8 visiting
various cities across Sweden
and Norway stopping in Stockholm, Uppsala, Falun, Karlstad,
Oslo, Voss, and Bergen.
As a senior, McKenzie Perry

“This group of students
were resilient and
amazing to travel with.
I was amazed at their
ability to create music
at the highest level
in so many different
spaces.”
—Karrin Meffert-Nelson

Caroline Probst

The Gustavus Wind Orchestra performed in five venues across Scandanvia, including Uppsala University.

enjoyed her final tour with the
ensemble and reflected on how,
“GWO has been a huge part of
my life at Gustavus, partially
because of the time commitment
but more so, socially with all of
the wonderful people I have
become friends with.
“Two of my roommates are
girls I met in band as a first
year. The tours and rehearsals
really draw everyone together
with common connections to

the music and each other, which
has been a valuable and impactful way to spend my time at
Gustavus” Perry said.
Her favorite concert venue
on the tour was the Uppsala
University Concert Hall because
it was beautiful and resonant.
Traveling with 80+ college
students is no easy task, however “this group of students
were resilient and amazing to
travel with,” Professor Karrin

Meffert-Nelson said. “I was
amazed at their ability to create
music at the highest level in so
many different spaces”.
Miller was not able to pick
a specific location he enjoyed
most, except praising the Royal
Academy of Music in Stockholm - which is a ‘breathtaking’
new national concert hall - and
all of the ancient cathedrals
performed in across Sweden
and Norway.

“Home concerts in general
are powerful because we all
become changed through our
time together overseas. That,
in turn, creates a powerful personal and musical connection
between us that we hopefully
provide a meaningful experience for our home audience”
Meffert-Nelson said.
Calling the concert “not to
be missed”, Miller anticipated
a ‘life-changing performance’
and praised his ensemble for
their hard work and dedication
to their music.
“This program has become
completely unified and the students have taken ownership of
this music in ways I have never
seen before” Miller said.

variety
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Tales from

Abroad

I

Sydney Hedberg
Guest Writer

n January 2018, the Gustavus
Wind Orchestra embarked
on a sixteen-day life-changing tour to Sweden and Norway.
Six concerts were performed on this tour, allowing
the ensemble to share its music
throughout the Swedish cities of
Stockholm, Uppsala, Falun and
Karlstad, as well as the Norwegian cities of Oslo and Bergen.
The Gustavus Wind Orchestra has toured every year since
1881, standing as the oldest collegiate touring ensemble west of
the Mississippi River.
Touring remains, and will
continue to remain, a highly
significant aspect of what we do
as an ensemble.

“Our first concert
helped us realize the
extraordinary value
of our effort and
dedication.”
-Natalie Johnson
“Touring is the single most
important aspect of the Gustavus Wind Orchestra” Dr. James
Patrick Miller, conductor of the
ensemble, said.
Being a second-year member
of the ensemble, I can attest to
the fact that touring internationally provides us all with an
opportunity to share our music
with others, develop as musicians, and connect with other
members of the group.
Miller believes that touring
additionally binds the musicians indescribably to the music
that is performed. “Throughout

tour, the program grows, matures, changes, and leads us all
to new and unexpected places”,
Miller said.
Each concert on tour provides the ensemble with a different audience to share our music
with. Each venue, ranging from
concert halls and theaters to
cathedrals and churches, gave
the Gustavus Wind Orchestra
(GWO) a unique acoustical and
artistic experience.
I can easily say that the performance venues we played in
on this tour have been the most
beautiful places that I have ever
performed in, and I’m sure
many other GWO members
would agree.
These performances touched
many different audience members, whether they were students, children, family members or Scandinavian citizens.
But not only do these concerts
impact the audience members,
they imprint on the GWO members as well.
“Our first concert helped us
realize the extraordinary value
of our effort and dedication”
Natalie Johnson, first-year oboe
player, said after reflecting on all
the hours we had spent rehearsing our tour repertoire prior to
leaving for Scandinavia.
Not only do we grow musically on tour, but additionally
we undergo new experiences,
immerse ourselves in a new
culture, and grow individually
as people.
Through visits to Stockholm’s Vasa Ship Museum, the
Nobel museum, and a guided
tour of Stockholm’s Royal Palace, we got to experience and
educate ourselves about Sweden’s history and culture.
We were given the opportunity to participate in mass
at Sofia Church in Stockholm,

Submitted

Emily Sasik, McKenzie Perry, Sydney Hedberg, Elise Stepka, Shauna Capron, & Carly Miller pose for a photo.

providing all of us with an opportunity to surround ourselves
and participate in an element of
Swedish culture.
Visits to both the Jussi Bjorling Museum and the home of
Edward Grieg gave us the opportunity to expand upon our
musical knowledge and see
something that means so much
to all of us.
Additionally, we got to view
Norwegian art in the Varmsland
museum, see the famous Oslo
sculpture garden, and visit
Oslo’s Viking Ship Museum
and Fram Museum, giving us
insight into Norwegian culture
and history.
A highlight of the trip for
many was a fjord boat tour
through Norway’s picturesque
Aurlandsfjord and Nærøyfjord.
Nærøyfjorden, one of Europe’s
narrowest fjords, provided us
with dramatic views of snowcapped mountains.
“Every second [of tour] has
been an ILCE (incredible, lifechanging experience)” Emily Komperud, President of the
Gustavus Wind Orchestra said.
Sharing these experiences
as a group of 84 musicians,
alongside staff members James

Patrick Miller, Dr. Heidi Miller,
Karrin Meffert-Nelson, Mara
Klein, Glenn Kranking, Jennifer
Vickerman and three members
of the companion tour, allows
us to connect with and relate to
one another.
“Touring abroad together
draws us all closer to one another, teaching us in every moment
how to respect, understand,
listen to and interact with those
around us” Miller said.

“Touring internationally
provides us all with an
opportunity to share
our music with others,
develop as musicians,
and connect with
other members of the
group.”
The Gustavus Wind Orchestra gives us the opportunity to
form relationships with students in other grades, as well
as many different majors who
are all bound together by one
thing: music.

The Gustavus Wind Orchestra went on their international tour to Sweden and Norwary, playing five different concerts and visitng many frozen places.

President Emily Komperud
reflects on the group’s dynamic
and is “proud to consider [herself] a leader of these great players and people.”
Natalie Johnson, after spending only one semester and one
January Interim with the Gustavus Wind Orchestra considers
herself “lucky to be a part of
this group for three more years
is a blessing [and thinks she]
never could have imagined a
year ago.”
Whether it’s through the
memory of sharing our music
throughout Scandinavia, the
friendships that were formed
within the ensemble, or the
memories of the incredible
scenery, this tour will remain in
our memories for years to come,
for both the students and the
directors.
“The times that we all shared
together on tour will resonate
with me for the remainder of
my life. Since the first day I met
GWO in September 2008 I have
loved the ensemble, but not as
much as I do today, after sharing
this tour together with 96 of the
greatest people I know” James
Patrick Miller said.
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Seniors Share their Thoughts on their Last Semester
What are your plans after Gustavus?
After graduation I am hoping to get a teaching position
close to the cities.
What’s most exciting about the last semester of college?
It is an exciting and scary feeling because of how unknown
the future really is, but it is exciting to be with everyone
knowing we all need to make the most of our time together!
We know we should do all the things we haven't gotten to
do or that we love doing all the time because we might not
get to do it after graduation.
What are you most worried about going into the last semester?
I am most nervous about job applications and missing out
on things at times! There is so much going on all the time,
and I don’t want to look back and wish I had made more
time to go to an event. I want to make the most out of my
time remaining here. I think it is going to be important to
remember classes are important, but not so important that
you should miss out on everything going on around you!
Since I am student teaching I am making a large effort to
balance all areas of life so I do not get burned out. Job applications and interviews are just scary because they feel
Natasha Behboudi
like so much pressure, and it is hard to really know what to
Major:Elementary Education and Psychology totally expect in any situation.
What are your plans after Gustavus?
After I graduate I will be moving to Tulsa, Oklahoma to begin my journey with Teach for America as an early childhood educator. I'll be down there for two years (or maybe
more if I end up loving the South), and eventually I plan to
move back to Minnesota, get involved in local politics, and
start a family.

Shailagh Lannon
Major: Communications Studies

Tommy Lindquist
Major: English

What’s most exciting about the last semester of college?
During this final semester on the hill, I am most excited
about the way I’ve set up my schedule – I spend two days
per week taking classes and spend the other three days
interning at the YWCA in Mankato. It’s really nice being
able to spend this last semester transitioning into work life
while also taking advantage of my last semester working
with the incredible professors in the Communication Studies department.
What are you most worried about going into the last
semester?
I think that my biggest worry for this final semester is
missing out on all of the opportunities Gustavus offers.
Once I leave this place, I’ll no longer have access to all of
the wonderful events that CAB and other organizations
put on. I hope to take advantage of these opportunities
while also remembering that it’s okay to not do everything.
What are your plans after Gustavus?
I’m currently applying and interviewing at a few different
grad programs for a degree in student affairs, all in Minnesota! I'm also contemplating simply moving out to the cities for
a year or two, and embracing the ambiguity for a little while.
What’s most exciting about the last semester of college?
I find it most exciting to be seeing all the people I've been
surrounded by these past 4 years start to iron out whatever
their future plans are. Seeing how some peers have grown
and changed since first year has been so cool to see, and it's
just awesome to see what everyone is wanting to do with their
time after Gustavus.
What are you most worried about going into last semester?
I suppose I'm most worried about embracing the senior free
fall. I'm usually a (pretty) focused student, and I do really enjoy classes, but I'm nervous that I might be too focused on
rounding out the year with other experiences that my academics might slide.
What is something you’ll miss about college?
Hands down, the community. It's a special time of your life
to be surrounded by people your age, with some many who
might share passions. It's a really special, collaborative place,
and I will miss that a lot.

What is something you’ll miss about college?
Living so close to my friends
What is something you won’t miss about college?
Tuition
What’s your best college memory?
I brought trays to my friend in the library one night when
I was avoiding homework and she was being productive,
and I forced her to go traying spontaneously!
What’s something you would’ve changed about your college experience?
I wouldn’t have signed up for so many things my first few
years. Gustavus students can feel a lot of pressure to be
over involved. I have felt much better being able to focus
on a few things I like instead of spreading myself so thin
with things I didn’t love.
What’s something you still want to do this semester that
you haven’t done yet that would complete your college
experience?
I’ve been trying to get my friends to play wiffle ball for
years. If I can convince them to enjoy a beautiful day in the
arb playing, then that would be something to complete my
college experience. I don’t know why I want to play wiffle
ball so badly with them, but it sounds fun!

Megan Johnson (MJ)
Major: English and History

What is something you’ll miss about college?
I am really going to miss living in a residential community. College is the only place I'll get to experience living in such a close
knit community until I live in a retirement home, so I want to
soak up every minute of it.

What are your plans after Gustavus?
I plan on teaching high school English in Minnesota. Hopefully
down the road I will have the chance to teach abroad.
What’s most exciting about the last semester of college?
The most exciting thing about my last semester of college is student
teaching. Gustavus has given me so many opportunities to be in the
classroom, and this semester is completely dedicated to using the
skills I've learned to become a great teacher.
What are you most worried about going into the last semester?
Like most seniors, I'm nervous about job hunting season. Thankfully, I was a student worker with the Gustavus Career Development,
so I know a bunch of tools and tricks when creating my resume and
preparing for job interviews.
What is something you’ll miss about college?
The people, of course. It will be difficult not seeing my friends, my
residents (since I was a CF for two years), my professors, and my
roommates almost everyday
What is something you won’t miss about college?
Those super fun tuition payments...oh, wait, I have student loans...
never mind

What is something you won’t miss about college?
I'm not going to miss doing homework. It will feel incredible to
leave work and not have hours of work to do once I'm home –
I'll be able to watch TV or go to a workout class without feeling
guilty for procrastinating.
What is your best college memory?
My best college memory isn't a moment; rather, my favorite
memory is spending so many of my moments with people that
I love.
What’s something you would’ve changed about your college
experience?
If I could go back and change one thing about my college
experience, I would probably choose to attend more sporting
events. I really love watching gymnastics, so I’d probably go
back and watch all of the home meets.
What is something you still want to do this semester that you
haven’t done yet that would complete your college experience?
I’ve actually never been traying before – that’s something I
definitely want to do before leaving the hill.

What are your plans after Gustavus?
After Gustavus I plan to teach English abroad in either Japan or Vietnam. So far, my plan looks relatively solid! At this moment I am a
potential Fulbright Scholar and JET participant.
What’s most exciting about the last semester of college?
The most exciting part of the last semester is knowing that I have been
able to conquer all of the obstacles the last three years dealt to me. I
have survived at least seven midterm weeks, four move-in days, and I
narrowly passed both of my ACT/FIT credits. It’s been quite the time.
What are you most worried about going into the last semester? And
why?
I am worried about staying organized. The thought of graduating
does not scare me. Yet, I know that I am the type of person to procrastinate or lose an assignment somewhere under the piles of junk in my
dorm. I would hate to cram all of my assignments and projects at the
end of the semester when I could be with friends outside.
What is something you’ll miss about college?
I’m going to miss being a Gustie Greeter during first-year orientation.
I love the square dance and uncomfortable “get-to-know-you” games!
I have many fond memories of orientation and I hope that I have been
able to facilitate some of those with first-years. Granted, I hope I have
helped make good memories and not awkward ones.

What’s something you would’ve changed about your college
experience?
I would have paid more attention to the fact that I am an introvert. While it is great to push yourself to be in multiple activities and go to multiple campus events, wellbeing should
always come first.
What’s your best college memory?
During my Junior year, I went to Boise State University with
the speech team to compete at a national tournament. My
teammates and I had a formative experience as we performed
and networked with college students across the county. I also
achieved one of my life goals at that tournament. I won the
"All-American" award which is given to students who display
excellence in the community, classroom, and at tournaments.
It was meaningful as I knew that I wouldn't be where I am
today without the activity.
What’s something you still want to do this semester that you
haven’t done yet that would complete your college experience?
Maybe this is because I am in Astronomy at the moment, but
I think I want to stargaze in the arb. I think I have relatively
low-maintenance desires.

What is your main goal for this semester?
Besides graduating from Gustavus, my main goal is to
take advantage of the time I have left and spend it with my
amazing, fellow Gusties!
What’s your best college memory?
Any time I got together with friends in my apartment for a
pancake party, because breakfast is a meal best shared with
the people you love!
What’s something you would’ve changed about your college experience?
I wish I would have studied abroad but I was never able to
fit it into my four years.
What’s something you still want to do this semester that
you haven’t done yet that would complete your college
experience?
I still have my “List of 100 (or so) Things To Do Before You
Graduate” from the PAs, and I’ve been checking them off
the last four years. Of course there are some on the list that
are not feasible to complete (like studying abroad) but my
goal is to finish as much as possible.

Ellie Sherwin
Major: Communication Arts/Literature Teaching

What’s something you won’t miss about college?
I won't miss the walk from Pittman to the Campus Center in the
dead of winter. Easy.
What’s your best college memory?
I have absolutely loved my time in the all male a capella group
GSharp. It's hard to pick a favorite memory, but I'd have to say
that my favorite memories are the late night rehearsals, when we
have to cram before a show. They usually end with total shenanigans, like dancing and shouting around room 214 at 11:00 PM.
What’s something you would’ve changed about your college experience?
This is a tough one. On one hand, I wish I would've put myself
out there more during my first year, and met more people from
my floor, but I also struggle picking something to change. With
how many amazing memories and opportunities I've found
throughout my time here, it's hard to say that any change I could
make would be worth potentially losing what I have now.
What is something you still want to do this semester that you
haven’t done yet that would complete your college experience?
I’d like to make a difference here, some sort of little, lasting mark that
can be a positive force for the campus. Broad goal, maybe, but I’m
trying to make it happen.

Ethan Forney
Major: Health and Physical Education

What are your plans after Gustavus?
My intention after college was to travel internationally or pursue living the “van life,” throughout America. The education system will
always be there, therefore, I didn’t want to settle into a job where
I only began thinking about my retirement funding. As of now, I
have applied to work as a Assistant Professor of Health and Physical Education at University International College (UIC) in Zhuhai,
China. My focus is on this job, yet I will have to wait till May to find
out about the acceptance.
What’s most exciting about the last semester of college?
It would have to be the fact that I know I have another semester left
and that I get to spend one more time with the enjoyable relationships I have made on this campus. When they said that college is the
best time of your life, I fully agree. I can’t say I am even close or have
even thought about saying, “I am ready to leave this place.” I could
stay in college for quite some time.
What are you most worried about going into the last semester?
I’m most worried, yet also stoked, about the high expectation of
what it means to be successful after college and how you’re needing
to find a “real” job. I was once told you need to make heavy amounts
of money to be successful after college...and that you also need to
go into the degree you studied. To all of it, I said BS. I won’t confine
my life to one area of study when I have multiple areas of interest.
Life is too short to not be what you want to be. For all I know, we
aren’t guaranteed tomorrow. With that, I won’t be an outsider of life

because I engage and embrace in it!
What is something you’ll miss about college?
The access in having one of the best relationships of your
life being right around the corner.
What is something you won’t miss about college?
Quiet hours, Gen Eds, and the few times I didn’t do the readings
but during class that day, the professor chooses me to explain a
theory to the entire class and I’m left smiling at my classmates,
What’s your best college memory?
Studying abroad in Australia and New Zealand where some of
us got to surf at Bondi Beach and where I got stung by a “Jellybean.” It was a jellyfish….I told the lifeguards I got stung by a
jellybean…Also traveling to El Paso, Texas and Winston-Salem,
North Carolina for Habitat for Humanity with a large group of
Gusties you know nothing about, yet come back to the Hill with
knowing so much.
What’s something you still want to do this semester that you
haven’t done yet that would complete your college experience?
Run a Kubb tournament, explore more of the downtown St. Peter, and have a grill out with professors, admin, and mentors.
What is your main goal for this semester?
To indulge in every last minute I have on the hill, particularly
with the relationships here.

