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Editor James Harlan

Let’s be Frank about getting along

I

Stephen Frank
Opinion Columnist

t’s a new school year at Gustavus Adolphus College.
For some of us, that means
new roommates and sharing a
confined area with someone you
barely know.
You may have some opinions
that differ, but what if your new
roommate has a greatly different personality and energy level
than you?
Or maybe they’re on the
complete opposite side of the
political spectrum?
What can you do to get along
with this person?
How do you talk to someone
that you would normally cross
the proverbial street to avoid?
As a competitive hockey
player growing up in California,
my schedule was very busy and
the easy answer for me was indeed to cross the street, with collar turned up, ear-buds in, and
sunglasses on, even at night.

How do you talk to
someone that you
would normally cross
the proverbial street to
avoid?
Many of the people that I
had to interact with were either
unpleasant or just annoying, so
I avoided them altogether to
reduce the headache of being
around them.

A dorm room in Sorensen Hall.

Then I left home to play junior hockey.
Armed with only my car
and whatever money I could
earn, I relocated to a town in
the middle of a scenic valley:
Bozeman, Montana.
At first, I was nervous and
anxious.
Who would I meet?
Would I fail at the most important thing in my life so far?
While first settling in on the
team, I had some real trouble
feeling comfortable with my
new squad.
I was the scraggly-faced new
kid with a mane of hair that resembled a lion on a bad hair day.
I was even late on the first
scheduled meeting with the
team, which didn’t help with
my image.
It’s hard to be confident
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when you’re the random unknown rookie.
I didn’t have practice in verbal jousting or being social with
people different from me.
This made it even more difficult to successfully interact at
crucial times during a game.
Thankfully, it eventually got
better.
Once I was able to show off
what I could do on the ice, they
respected me enough that we
could have a conversation, and
I could get to know them more.
We talked about things that
didn’t involve skates and sticks,
expressed different opinions,
and in some cases, became close
friends.
All of this, because we came
from a place of mutual respect.
The coach was a different
matter.
Coach was a strong-willed
and committed man.

I was the scragglyfaced new kid with
a mane of hair that
resembled a lion on a
bad hair day.
He was able to have fun and
tease the guys when the time
was right, but he was also very
serious during the season.
The biggest difference between the coach and myself was
our political views.
However, even though we
had polar opposite opinions, I
appreciated how he was committed to explaining his stances
on certain matters, while allowing me to contradict him.
At no point did I ever feel
that he was dismissive, nor did
he try to change my way of
thinking.
If only the presidential de-

bates could have been as civil
as our own!
He was very good at making arguments for his side, and
I was actually quite impressed.
While he didn’t persuade
me, he did give me a vastly different perspective into the mind
of a political opposite.
This newfound knowledge
was put to the test when an “ultra-spiritual-but-not-religious”
person opened her home to me
for the summer while I held a
junior coaching job in Michigan.
We did have some similarities in our politics, but some of
the things she shared with me
seemed crazy.
She spends a great deal of
time on Facebook organizing
events and moderating groups.
One day after work she decided to go on a rant:
“I was just on Facebook and
I was trying to organize my
events.
“I was called racist when I
was the one who was just trying
to get the community together
so we could all unite in these
turbulent times.
“If I had more money I’d be
able to make more of these happen because then I’d have a car,
and I wouldn’t have to worry
about finding a steadier job.
“I have that kind of power
to make myself super rich, but
the universe wouldn’t let me
be greedy because there’d be
a disruption of power, and I
shouldn’t do that because I have
too much power and energy to
be messing around with the balance of the universe.
“If only other people would
realize that I am trying to save
them!”
This was the most baffling
string of sentences I had ever
heard, yet it was unsurprising
considering other things she
would say normally.
My face couldn’t hide that

“What the heck did I just listen
to?” look because, without a
doubt, that was the craziest rant
I’d ever heard in person.
How can anyone be heroically selfless AND have delusions
of grandeur?

Conversations are
definitely more engaging when there’s respect between parties,
so they can speak their
minds without fear ob
being lambasted.
At first, I thought I was going to have to move because
this person was unstable, but
despite all of the craziness I kept
my cool and heard her out.
I gave her my full attention
and only interrupted her to ask
the occasional question.
Letting her say what she
thought was important, while
giving her enough respect to
have a good conversation,
calmed her down.
So, despite it not being ideal,
I didn’t have to move.
I was able to continue my
coaching job for the remaining
part of the summer.
Conversations are definitely
more engaging when there’s
respect between parties, so they
can speak their minds without
fear of being lambasted.
There’s no doubt that you
will meet those new people who
will annoy you.
If you handle them with
respect, you will find that there
is a way to understand and appreciate the many perspectives
here at Gustavus and in the
world in general.

opinion

September 22, 2017

Support local artists!

Ella Napton
Opinion Columnist

G

rowing up I listened to
The Current almost religiously.
This is because this was the
only station my dad listened to,
unless he was in a particularly
good mood and let my sister
and I listen to Top Hits every
once in awhile.
Because of this, I was introduced to a vast amount of local
musicians.
I did not realize that this was
out of the ordinary until my
friends had no idea who Cloud
Cult was after I saw them in
concert and was excited because
I got a signed poster.
I was baffled that my friends
didn’t have these artists in their
playlists.
I grew up on sounds created
in nearby cities and played on
a radio station that I sometimes
loathed because it did not allow
me to be in with the cool kids
and their music.
But now I am incredibly
grateful that my dad had The
Current blasting each and every
day when I walked through the
door after a long day in elementary school.
It forced me to be more
aware of the local artist scene
around me.
That’s not something every-

one is fortunate enough to have.
I was also very fortunate to
live in a city with its own art
museum.
I’m not saying that as a middle schooler or high schooler
I frequented Rochester ’s Art
Museum, because I didn’t.
What I am saying is that
people, who did immerse themselves amongst art, spread what
they saw to those of us who
could not find motivation to get
off the couch.
They talked about the art
classes they took there and the
exhibits that inspired them to
create the pieces they shared at
show-and-tell.

Often these artists are
struggling to make a
living doing the one
thing keeping them
going.
They took pictures and printed them for us to see.
They shared local artists
with us because we had that
resource.
Local artists today; musicians, writers, artists, whatever
the kind, get the shaft, plain and
simple.
They are largely ignored for
household names that fill the
airwaves, such as DJ Khaled,
Nicholas Sparks, and more.
These people are talented in
their own right, but they also
suck attention away from other
deserving artists.
Often these artists are struggling to make a living doing the
one thing keeping them going.
We have opportunities to
support these local artists and
we rarely take them.
The prices are cheaper; the
music, art, writing, poetry, can
be extremely well-done.
These artists are some of the

most passionate people in the
industry.
They are not trying to become a household name.
They are trying to make a
living, and we are not giving
them that chance.
When you need a pair of
earrings to give your mom at
Christmas, don’t go to Target
and buy the prettiest pair there.
They don’t need your sales.
Go to a coffee shop, or any
local store frankly, and see if
they have what you want.
Support the person who
used what little free time they
had to make that pair of earrings.
When your friend is performing in an open mic night,
go watch.
Go support them and listen
to the talent that could be living
right next door; These events
are usually free and chock full
of amazing performers.
The next time you want to go
to a concert with friends don’t
spend lots of money on a ticket.
Find a local show; they are
usually free or cheap, and go
find a new band to love.
It may not happen on the
first try, but I guarantee that
if you keep trying new, local
things, you’ll find something
that sets your soul on fire.
We owe it to these artists to
at least spread the word of their
work.
If you cannot financially support an artist, share their event
on Facebook.
Help them out in any way
you can because local artists are
fantastic and worthwhile.
They deserve our time.
It is our job to encourage our
neighborhood artisans.
And it is our duty to make
sure that someone’s dream
does not diminish because they
haven’t quite made it yet.
Local artists should not
be slept on; making sure that
doesn’t happen is on all of us.

The Good, the Bad, and
the Meh
Homecoming is this weekend, so get ready
to have a blast!
What does it take to be the
very best, like no one ever was?
For some it means excelling
in their classes and rising to the
top on graduation day.
For others it means being
exceptional in athletics, leading
their team to victories at State,
Regionals, and maybe even
Nationals.
For one growing group of
individuals however, to be the
best means something entirely

Its that time of year when the weather is
completely unpredictable, so when you’re
deciding- Grab the sweater.

Lots of people left out because of the low
number of tickets available to go see Aladdin this week.
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Age is scary

Hannah Haas
Opinion Columnist

O

ver the years, I’ve heard
many people say things
such as: “Growing older
is an enriching experience; you
become wiser, and it is something that you should embrace.”
While aging is inevitable,
I can tell you right now- it is
something I am not looking forward to; not for myself, my family members, or anyone really.
As someone who has grown
up around elderly people, I
have had opportunities to experience different types of care in
the nursing home, assisted living, and memory care settings.

Every time I go into
work, I have to remind
myself that it is just
a job and try not to
get too emotionally
involved.
My mom was an activity
director at a nursing home for
more than ten years, and I spent
a decent amount of my time
there after school.
As I would wait for her to
get off work, I interacted with
the residents.
Once I was sixteen, I got a
job in the dining room serving
meals.
After I started college, I became a resident assistant, similar to a Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA), which amounts
to the same job, but without
official certification and less pay.
In the Saint Peter area alone,
there are a total of six different
elderly care facilities, and there
are about 25 different job openings currently for CNA, RA, RN
or LPN’s.
The understaffing, turnover,
and overworked employees in
these facilities is unacceptable
and unsafe for both employees
and residents, which should be
our main priority.
With caretakers and nurses
being treated roughly in this
work environment, it becomes
almost impossible to provide
the care that these residents deserve and are paying for.
The average price for a private room in a nursing home
facility in the Mankato MN area
is $8,000 a month, semi-private $7,451, and assisted living
$2,995, according to a Genworth
2016 Cost of Care Survey.

While doing this research, I
looked into what these prices
cover for certain facilities in
the area.
Some of them include things
such as daily activities, monthly
vital checks, laundry and linen
change services, cleaning, and
assistance with meals.
These, of course, are all basic needs that you would want
your loved one to receive.
However, when one single
RA or CNA is supposed to
get all of that done, as well as
other necessary cares such as
medication passes, assistance
to the bathroom, showers and
baths, and safety checks, it can
be nearly impossible to complete everything for the twenty
residents that you could be
responsible for.
Every time I go into work, I
have to remind myself that it is
just a job and try not to get too
emotionally involved.
Otherwise, I will go crazy.
I shouldn’t worry about
whether or not the residents in
memory care, who can’t speak
for themselves, will get taken to
the bathroom on a regular basis.
I shouldn’t worry about the
residents who have a UTI every
month because they aren’t getting nearly enough fluids.
I also shouldn’t stress about
the residents who sit in the same
chair most of the day because
there aren’t activities scheduled
for them.
What about the resident who
hasn’t had a shower in a week
because there isn’t enough time
on the schedule?
I shouldn’t worry about anything, including the resident
who is hardly recognizable
anymore because they are on so
many medications.
We need more people who
are willing to get involved in
the care of the elderly.
We need more caretakers,
nurses, housekeepers, cooks,
activity people.

The fact is, these
people need your
help.
This can’t be just anybody;
they need to be people with
strong and open hearts; people
who are willing to talk about
everything that is wrong with
the facilities that we have today
and help look for some sort of
solution.
I’m sure that there isn’t just
one easy fix to this huge problem, but if we don’t start worrying about our elderly people
now, who is going to care about
us when we are in their shoes?
These are all things that
people don’t want to talk or
think about because they are
unpleasant.
Because they don’t know
anyone with dementia or Alzheimer’s.
The fact is, these people need
your help.
It’s time to stop pushing
these issues under the rug.
Stop being afraid to talk
about getting older.
Find out what you can do to
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Reality TV: Awful for everyone

Emily Pratt
Opinion Columnist

R

eality TV shows have
struck a chord with both
American and international viewers since 2002 with
the first seasons of American
Idol and Survivor.
Although reality TV has been
around since 1950, it wasn’t until the transformation into glitz
and drama (which Hollywood
is known for) that reality television’s popularity skyrocketed.
A common argument in
favor of these shows is that
they involve real people in
unscripted situations, making
them far more relatable than
fictional characters.
But taking a closer look at a
few shows that top the viewing
charts, one begins to wonder
how much of the previous statement is actually true.
Reality television shows are
notorious for casting “every
day” people who look like anything BUT someone you could
walk by on the street.
America’s Next Top Model
claims to look for contestants
who are regular people aspiring to be models in a makeover
competition.
The problem is, one look at
any of the show’s previous contestants reveals how inaccurate
this claim is.

Sitting down each
week to watch a show
about “average” people,
who already look like
celebrities, competing
for model status can be
incredibly degrading
to the average high
school student.
Every man or woman appears as though they stepped
right out of a modeling agency.
It’s one thing to follow the
work of celebrities who are expected to look above average,
but quite another to showcase
contestants meant to be audience relatable who set an impossibly high standard for what
“average” looks like.
A large percentage of audience members for reality television are teenagers and young
adults who can easily fall into
self-esteem issues.
Sitting down each week to
watch a show about “average”

Sean Lowe, of The Bachelor, and his wife Catherine Giudici Lowe.

people, who already look like
celebrities, competing for model
status can be incredibly degrading to the average high school
student.
They may have no way of
knowing that most contestants
begin the show already layered
in makeup practically invisible
to the viewer’s eye, and that
producers have the ability to alter someone’s appearance with
the click of a mouse.
Suggesting everyday people
have the ability to become stars
on reality television can lead to
young viewers making incredibly rash decisions.
Shows like Teen Mom sugarcoat the incredibly harsh reality of a teen pregnancy, all the
while suggesting that becoming
pregnant is an easy way to land
a place onscreen.
Teenage girls with low self
esteem are easy targets for these
television messages, and it can
become all too tempting to take
drastic measures for a popularity gain.
When these girls fail to land
a place on TV, they become
faced with the very real struggle
of raising a child at such a

young age.
Teenage girls aren’t the only
victims of bad messages in reality television; shows like Dance
Moms and The Bachelor stress
the importance of winning and
tearing other contestants down.

Their casts are not
professional actors
who can walk away
from a character and
scene after each shoot.
Children learn from a young
age whether to respect someone who disagrees with them
or not, and it’s disturbing to
watch the young dancers on
Dance Moms learn from their
hot-headed mothers how to
handle themselves in the heat
of an argument.
Shows like these are built
on the idea that aggression and
cheating will improve ratings.
The tension between the
contestants on The Bachelor is
what makes for a compelling
storyline.
The producers don’t take

into account that these are real
people experiencing cruelty, not
fictional characters.
They create shows without
understanding that the outcome
is different.
Their casts are not professional actors who can walk
away from a character and scene
after each shoot.
Far too many reality television shows have ruined well established relationships or have
helped to form unhealthy ones.
Show business has long been
a difficult place for serious relationships, particularly marriage,
because celebrities are afforded
such little privacy and respect
in their personal life.
Reality television takes this
problem to another level, placing married couples in atmospheres that can easily become
toxic.
The Bachelor is the perfect
example of forcing a romance in
a limited amount of time.
The dating process does not
normally have the span of a
television show season, much
less with the notion of dating a
large number of people at once.
Compacting such an impor-
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tant process into this format will
likely lead to eventual disaster,
as many of the couples on the
show have shown.
The examples these real life
couples and families set for
their young viewers are also
problematic.
Teenagers witness these actions and assume such treatment is normal for parental or
romantic figures.
Just because a couple or family happens to be famous, does
not mean their example should
be followed.
Noticing the damaging effects reality television has on the
world’s youth is an important
step to changing this ongoing
cycle.
There are a handful that do
not have any of the problems
described in the above examples
and do make an attempt at illustrating the true personalities
of its cast.
As a society surrounded
by the biased perspective of
the media, taking into account
that these “real people and
situations” may not be so real
after all, will allow viewers to
distinguish between moral fact

Editor | Ben Wick
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Crossword
Movie and television trivia
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Across

1. This British network airs Doctor Who
and Sherlock
6. Fill in the blank: Once Upon a
___________
7. The two main characters in
Supernatural are related in this way
8. The antagonist robots in the
Transformers franchise
9. This film starring Glenn Close is titled
101 ________
10. This streaming service produces
original content like Orange is the New
Black
11. The sequel film to 2003’s Finding
Nemo
12. This historical period drama follows
the lives of the residents of a country
estate in England
13. This screenwriter created both Glee
and American Horror Story
15. This Hemsworth brother portrays
the title character in the Thor films

Down

2. This crime show is the longestrunning drama produced by Fox
3. Kristen Stewart’s character in the
Twilight series becomes one of these
creatures
4. This 1984 film features a hit song of
the same name
5. This popular ABC medical drama has
been running for 13 seasons
14. This 1987 science-fiction action film
stars Arnold Schwarzenegger
DOWN
2. Bones
3. Vampire
4. Footloose
5. GreysAnatomy
14. Predator

Pisces (February 19-March 20)
Sewer ‘Gators

10. Netflix
11. FindingDory
12. DowntwnAbbey
13. RyanMurphy
15. Chris

Aquarius (January 20-February 18)
Jersey Devil

ACROSS
1. BBC
6. Time
7. Brothers
8. Decepticons
9. Dalmatians

The zodiac signs as
cryptids

Pun of the week

“A plateau is a high form of flattery.”

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Pegasus
Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Thunderbird

“Below/Underneath”

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Loch Ness Monster

Carly Maslowski

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Mothman
Leo (July 23-August 22)
Dobhar-chù
Virgo (August 23-September 22)
Lusca
Libra (September 23-October 22)
Chupacabra
Scorpio (October 23-November 21)
Mongolian Death Worm
Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)
Ahool
Capricorn (December 22-January 19)
Bigfoot
Crreative Commons

“read the words aloud. forget the meaning and just relish the
syllables. breathe.”
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Editor Joe Brandel

Men’s and Women’s golf begin fall season
Women’s team places eighth at NCAA preview tournament

Sophomore Ben Hauge competes in the Bobby Krig Invitational last spring. The Men’s team placed sixth out of 17 teams this past weekend at the St. John’s Fall Invite.

T

Michael O’Neil
Staff Writer

he Gustie Men’s and
Women’s Golf teams both
showed solid signs in
competition last weekend as
they prepared for their respective MIAC Championship tournaments.
The women’s team traveled
to Howey-In-The-Hills, Florida
to compete in the NCAA preview tournament, where they
finished in eighth place out of
14 nationally ranked teams.
The tournament was held at the
Mission Inn Resort and Club on
the El Campeon Course, which
is a par 73 course that spans
5800 yards.
The Gusties were led by
Seniors Jessica Nelson and
McKenzie Swenson. Nelson
finished tied for 23rd place with
a two day score of 162 (80, 82).
Swenson was not far behind
with a score of 164 (80, 84) that
earned her a tie for 30th place.
Sophomores Morgan Bleyhl
and Kristen Cash finished with
scores of 165 (81, 84) and 166 (86,
80) that earned them 33rd and
37th place respectively. Junior
Ellie Brandt rounded out the
Gusties top five with a score of
171 (84, 87).
“We weren’t as sharp as
we played yesterday by five
strokes, but several teams in
the field had a good day on
the course. I wish we could’ve
held our fourth place start, but
the girls worked hard to bring
in their score. This tournament
should give them confidence because it was a field of nationally

ranked teams,” Assistant Coach
Randy Stuckey said.
The Gusties’ combined score
of 655 was 49 strokes behind the
winners, New York University,
who were ranked 4th in the nation at the end of last year.
“We had a great weekend
and a very competitive one too.
We played very well the first
day and struggled the second,
but we still succeeded at a great
tournament,” Swenson commented.
While the Gustie Women
were competing in Florida, the
men’s team traveled to sunny
Sauk Center, MN to compete at
the St. John’s Fall Invitational.
The tournament was played
at Greystone Golf Club, which is
a par 72 that is 6992 yards long.
The Gusties finished with
a 611 (311, 300) which earned
them sixth place out of 17 teams
in the field. They were just 18
strokes off the winning teams
St. John’s and the University of
Manitoba.
Senior Alex Aunan led the
way with a five-over-par 149
(73, 76). Aunan finished in
eighth place which marked
his 13th career top-ten finish.
Sophomore Ben Hauge continued his impressive play with a
151 (81, 70), which earned him
18th place. Hauge recorded the
best round of the tournament
for the Gusties with his secondday score of 70. He also finished
with six birdies, the third most
of anyone in the field.
Senior Chris Captain showed
consistency while posting a 153
(77, 76) which put him in 24th
place. Sophomore Joe Foley and

Gustavus Sports Information

Gustavus Sports Information

Senior McKenzie Swenson tees off during a match last year. The women’s team placed eigth out of 14 teams at the
NCAA Division 3 preview tournament Sept. 24 and 25.

First Year Max Ullan rounded
out the Gusties’ top five with
scores of 158 (80, 78) and 159
(81, 78) respectively.
“We had a better day overall today at Greystone. It was
really nice to see Ben come in
at two-under for the second
round. Alec had another strong
tournament for us, which is
great to see him play well with
another top-10 finish. We’re
looking forward to sending five
guys to the NCAA Preview next
weekend in North Carolina.”
Head Coach Scott Moe said.

As Moe mentioned, next up
for the men’s team is a trip to
Greensboro, North Carolina to
compete with many of the nation’s top teams at the NCAA
preview tournament on September 24-25. The top five men
will represent the Gusties in
North Carolina while the rest of
the squad hosts the Twin Cities
Classic in Elk River, Ramsey,
and Le Sueur, MN.
The women will travel to
Hastings, MN to compete in the
Carleton Invitational on Sept.
23 and 24.

Both teams are building up
to the Fall MIAC Championships which is the culmination
of their fall seasons. The women’s tournament will take place
on Oct. 7-9 in Becker, MN. They
are looking to improve on an
impressive third place last fall.
The men will conclude their
fall season at the MIAC Championships on Sept. 30 through
Oct. 3rd. They will be defending
a second place finish and are
returning their top three scorers
from last year.
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Men’s soccer improves to 5-3
Gusties take on No. 9 ranked St. Thomas Sept. 23

Gustavus Sports Information

First-year Matthew Gibbons takes on defenders in a game Sept. 20 against Viterbo. The team won the game 6-0, improving its record to 5-3. The Gusties play again Sept. 23 against St. Thomas.

Nathan Thompson
Staff Writer

T

he Gustavus Men’s soccer
team went 2-1 this past
week, falling in overtime
0-1 against Carleton College and
defeating Concordia College
and Viterbo University 2-1 and
6-0, respectively. The Gusties
now sit 5-3 overall and 1-1 in the
MIAC and are preparing for a
matchup against the University
of St. Thomas on Saturday.
In their first MIAC game of
the season, the Gusties fought
through an even 90 minutes and
pushed the game into overtime,
where they fell 1-0 just under
two minutes into the overtime
period.
The first 45 minutes were
well played by Gustavus as they
were aggressive on both sides of
the field. The Gusties showed
strong offensive pressure, managing four shots while allowing
only one for the Knights. The
Gusties also tallied four corner
kicks through the first half, in
comparison to just one corner
opportunity from Carleton.
While the Gusties managed
to stay on the offensive attack
throughout the second half,
Carleton’s offense quickly answered, sending eight shots
towards Junior goalie Matt
Bateman. No points were tallied
however, and the game was sent
to overtime.

The fight would not go on
for much longer as the game
ended on a corner kick goal by
the Knights, sealing the game
just two minutes into the extra
period.

“As long as we keep
being focused, we
have a good chance of
running the table and
doing really well.”
—Matt Murakami
“It’s always disappointing.
We went there and showed that
we were the better team but we
just didn’t do enough to come
away with the victory,” Senior
captain Matt Murakami said.
The shot totals leaned in the
Knights favor, boasting an 11-10
advantage as Murakami led the
way for Gustavus with three total shots. Both teams registered
four corner kicks and Bateman
tallied three saves in the loss.
The Gusties got back on track
quickly, picking up their first
MIAC victory while handing
the Cobbers of Concordia their
fourth loss of the season in a 2-1
match. On their home field, the
Gusties dominated the first half,
outshooting Concordia 7-2 and
taking a 1-0 lead, with Senior

Bradley Williams scoring off a
rebound goal midway through
the first period.
“We dominated the game in
terms of possession, moving the
ball very nicely at times,” Coach
Middleton said.
The Cobbers tied the game in
the middle of the second period
off a corner kick from Concordia’s Roland Oyou.
The Gusties would battle
back from the goal and a late
red card given to Murakami,
allowing for First-year Matt
Gibbons to seal the win on a
rebound goal with just under
five minutes remaining in the
second period. Gibbons led the
team with three shots on goal.
The team was satisfied with
such a strong win following a
tough loss.
“We showed a good attitude and showed that we are
resilient,” Murakami said. “We
just need to keep executing and
doing the little things.”
This momentum carried
forward to the team’s game
against Viterbo University on
Wednesday. The team outplayed its opponent and won
with a commanding 6-0 victory
with 20 shots compared to Viterbo’s four.
Four goals were scored in the
first half from Seniors Bradley
Williams and Alex Wilson,
sophomore Luke Laurich, and
First-year Nolan Garvin. The

second half goals were scored
by Juniors Arthur Parens and
Kyle Monson.
Looking ahead, the Gusties
are preparing for their matchup against No. 9 ranked St.
Thomas.

“As long as we keep being
focused, we have a good chance
of running the table and doing
really well,” Murakami said.
Gustavus will meet the Tommies at 1 p.m. on Saturday, Sept.
22 at home.

Gustavus Sports Information

Junior Davis Petros passes the ball during a game against Viterbo University.
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Football wins first conference game
Gusties prepare for Homecoming game against Hamline

Gustavus Sports Information

Senior running back Karim Ortiz carries the ball for the Gusties in a game against Westminster College. The team entered conference play Sept. 16 and secured its first MIAC win against Augsburg.

T
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Junior quarterback Michael Veldman hands off the ball to Junior runningback
Jamison Beulke during their win over Westminster on Sept. 6.

Jacob Woodrich
Staff Writer

he Gustavus football team
currently holds a 2-1 record and is so far undefeated in MIAC play.
Last Saturday marked the
beginning of conference play
for the Golden Gusties when
the team traveled to take on
Augsburg in the first MIAC
Conference game of the season.
In a high scoring affair, the
Gusties came away victorious
by a score of 42-37. The team
started the game very strong in
the first half.
“We played a really great
first half on both sides of the
ball. Unfortunately in the second half we lost a little momentum, and Augsburg was
able to take advantage of that.
Thankfully our offense was able
to score a few more times while
our defense was struggling, and
then our defense showed up
when it really mattered at the
end of the game,” Senior Drew
Fredricksen said.
Fredricksen and the rest of
the team’s seniors found this
victory to be especially sweet.
“The win over Augsburg
was a great one. For the seniors
this year, it meant even more

because we beat them all four
years. We had a lot of guys make
big plays in crucial parts of the
game,” Senior Captain Casey
Decker said.
Multiple players had strong
performances in last weekend’s
game against Augsburg, but Junior Jamison Beulke’s may have
been the strongest, earning him
MIAC Offensive Player of the
Week Honors. Beulke gained
113 yards on the ground, along
with two rushing touchdowns,
while also hauling in 14 receptions, good for 185 receiving
yards. Buelke’s 284 total yards
and two touchdown performance was vital in the Gusties’
victory. Beulke wasted no time
to credit his fellow teammates
and coaches for his strong performance.
“The coaches put together a
great game plan, and the offensive line did a great job of giving
our quarterback Michael Veldman time to get the ball where
it needed to be, and they really
opened up some nice holes for
me. They deserve more credit
than I do, for sure,” Beulke said.
Prior to opening up conference play, the Gusties held a 1-1
record in non-conference play,
with a dominating 38-0 shutout
win in their season opener over

Westminster and a close 20-12
loss to UW-River Falls the following week.
“I am very excited about the
season. The hard work that we
put in during the off season and
preseason is starting to pay off,”
Decker said.
Looking ahead, the Gusties
are currently focused on this
week’s Homecoming game set
to take place 1 p.m. on Sept.
22 at Hollingsworth Field. The
team will take on Hamline, a
team the Gusties lost to in a
very close contest last year, by
a score of 42-40. The team will
look to defend their home turf
on Homecoming while trying to
avenge their loss from last year.
“Homecoming always brings
in a big crowd and alumni back
for the weekend, so we really
want to play well for everyone
who comes out and show the
alumni the progress that the
football program is making.
We are playing Hamline this
year and we feel like they stole
a win from us last year, so we
will definitely be looking for
some revenge this year,” Fredricksen said.
Head to the Homecoming
game this Saturday to show
your Gustie pride and cheer on
the football team.

