
This weekend is Family 
Weekend, a great weekend 
for parents to bring you 

food from Costco, make your 
bed with fresh sheets, and take 
you down to Whiskey River for 
a much needed non-caf meal. 
There are many festivities that 
occur on Family Weekend, but 
one that is unique from the rest. 

This Saturday, on Oct. 8, from 
11:00 am to 4:30 pm the Fall 
Fest will be happening in the 
Linnaeus Arboretum. Many 
are unaware that this amazing 
event even happens; it is being 
put on for the seventh year this 
year and will be a great way for 
students and community mem-
bers to mix together. 

“The date for Fall Fest coin-
cides very intentionally with 
Gustavus Family Weekend so 
that Gusties can explore and 
enjoy food in the Arboretum 
with their parents, siblings and 
other family members,” Scott 
Moeller said.  

Many staff members use this 
as a way to connect with stu-
dents and their own families, 
and enjoy the event thoroughly. 
Traditionally, the Fall Fest con-
sists of food games, activities, 
entertainment, live animals, 
craft vendors, and autumn de-
cor beneath the colorful trees of 
the Arb. 

This year the Fest includes 
the ever-popular Arb Treasure 
Hunt, alpacas and alpaca prod-
ucts, hay rides, craft vendors of 
many varieties, and great food. 
There will also be border collie 
demonstrations, games and 
activities for kids, balloon ani-
mals, face-painting, live music 
by “G-Sharp” and “Jazztet,” and 
of course a magician! 

Fall Fest has quickly gained 
popularity over the years. At-
tendance grows by several 
hundred people every year 
and last year’s great weather 

[administration will be] moving 
Commencement forward one 
day,” was the official reasoning 
in the faculty meeting minutes. 

Incidents can’t be controlled 
by one policy change. but it’s 
one step toward making Com-
mencement safer. But McCarthy 
also brings up that the college 
doesn’t need to babysit the 
seniors during Senior Week. 
Seniors should be old enough 
to know their limits and make 
careful choices. Commencement 
is a time to reflect and look for-
ward to the future. It’s not a time 
to harm oneself and potentially 
others. 

Some might be asking if there 
was any student input into this 
decision and there was. This 
idea has been considered for 
many years and frequently re-
vised by several organizations. 
The Student Life Committee 
was one that was contacted 
many times. There are three 
student representatives on that 
committee. 

Student Senate is usually one 
of the main organizations that 
deal with issues that directly ef-
fect students. This time, Student 
Senate wasn’t asked for input 
about the decision. 
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To minimize risk during 
a time of celebration, the 
college has decided to 

change the date of Commence-
ment from Sunday to Saturday. 
Associate Professor of Theatre 
and Dance Henry McCarthy 
and dozens of others have been 
working for years to make this 
change. The matter was voted 
on during one of the faculty 
meetings and several reasons 
were provided. Student input 
was taken into consideration 
by student representatives in 
several committees. This change 
will positively impact the health 
of Gustavus’ students. 

McCarthy is the current co-
chair of the Academic Opera-
tions Committee (AOC) and was 
involved in the vote to change 
the graduation date. This is his 
first year as AOC chair, but his 
second year participating in the 
organization. 

Before the change, the AOC 
has contacted dozens of campus 
organizations for their opinion 
on a date change. The Chap-
lin’s office has been one of the 
forerunners geared toward the 
graduation change. 

Alexis Sienczak
Staff Writer

At first, the Chaplains didn’t 
want to change the date because 
Sunday is usually considered 
a day of worship. Commence-
ment is an important part about 
physically and mentally enter-
ing the adult world for col-
legiate students. But for the 
sake of students’ safety, the 
Chaplains and the AOC have 
been working together, since 
last semester, to create a case for 
the change. 

“At least in AOC, changing 
the graduation date has been 
on the table for four years,” Mc-
Carthy said. 

They gathered facts about 
different schools’ graduation 
dates and incidence reports. 
They found that nearby schools 
part of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of America rarely had 
their graduation on Sundays. 
The committees of the Chap-
lains and the AOC internally 
decided that their case was solid 
enough to present to the entire 
faculty staff. The Chaplains and 
the AOC presented their case at 
the faculty meeting on Sept. 12, 
2016. As a faculty, they decided 
to have graduations starting in 
2018 to be held on Saturdays. 

McCarthy and his team thor-
oughly thought about this de-
cision going almost as far as 

Faculty conclude vote in favor 
of commencement changes

‘Fall fest family 
weekend tradition’ 

continued on page 3

changing the Academic Cal-
endar. One possible situation 
would get rid of Touring Week 
to move the calendar up a week. 
Gustavus has one of the longest 
periods of time, in the MIAC, 
between finals and Commence-
ment. The 2018 Senior Week will 
consist of at least four days and 
nights to celebrate the year’s 
end.  This change will also 
help families that travel for the 
Memorial Day holiday. They 
will have an additional day to 
travel to/from the college. In 
the future, there will be further 
academic calendar changes to 
best suit the change. 

There are several impor-
tant reasons why the faculty 
changed the date. The most 
important reason argued was 
student safety during Senior 
Week and Commencement. 
Graduating seniors will most 
likely party during the days 
leading up to graduation. The 
excitement might lead some to 
make dangerous choices con-
cerning their health. Changing 
the date will result in one day 
less of partying and hopefully 
less incidents.  

“In the interest of reducing the 
high risk period of time between 
the end of final exams and 
Commencement each spring 

Gustavus Adolphus College Communcement has tradtionally been heald on Sunday. 
Submitted

Ella Napton
Staff Writer
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Monday, September 26
Campus Safety and Residential Life 

responded to a suspected drug violation 
in North Hall involving three students. 

A complaint was taken of a student 
verbally threatening two other students 
in the Jackson Campus Center.

Tuesday, September 27
Campus Safety received a report of an 

underage alcohol violation from a Cam-
pus Security Authority that occurred in 
a campus residence hall. 

Campus Safety was called for a medi-
cal assist in the Jackson Campus Center 
for a student employee injury.

Campus Safety responded to a sus-
pected drug violation in Chapel View 
Apartments. Two students were referred 
to the campus conduct system for pos-

session of marijuana and paraphernalia.
Campus Safety responded to a medi-

cal assist at the Schaefer Fine Arts Music 
building. A student was transported to 
the hospital by ambulance. 

Wednesday, September 28 
Campus Safety documented the theft 

of College property. A barricade was 
observed missing. 

A student in Sohre Hall reported the 
theft of a political sticker from a room 
door and reporting online communica-
tions critical of their political affiliation. 

Thursday, September 29 
An employee reported to Campus 

Safety that they had received a threaten-
ing phone call on September 27, 2016 at 
1700 hours. 

A student reported receiving nuisance 
phone calls on her personal cell phone.

Friday, September 30 
An online report was submitted about 

a student uncomfortable with content in 
a class in the Fall of 2015. Case had been 
reported to Title IX coordinator. 

A Gustavus employee reported the 
theft of a Gustavus computer while off 
campus on September 27, 2016. 

Saturday, October 1
Collegiate Fellows documented an 

anatomical drawing on a whiteboard 
and a twitter handle and follow request 
that referenced race. 

Campus Safety and the Saint Peter 
Police Department responded to a sus-
pected alcohol violation in Norelius Hall. 

Five non-students were cited for under-
age consumption and one non-student 
was cited for underage consumption 
and possession of alcohol, trespassed 
from campus, and transported to detox 
by the SPPD. 

Sunday, October 2
Campus Safety responded to a stu-

dent of concern on College Grounds. 
One student was referred to the campus 
conduct system for a 21 and over alcohol 
violation. 

Campus Safety responded to a small 
fire on College grounds. No damage 
was reported. 

Tip of the Week:
Be cautious of suspicious emails and 

webpages.

Campus Safety Report

URGENT CARE
See us for*:

Sore Throats | Ear Infection | Minor Cuts or Bruises
Minor Burns | Sprains | Insect Bites | Bladder Infections

Rashes | Workplace Injuries
*list not all inclusive - all ages welcome - no appointment needed

Monday - Friday 3 p .m. - 10 p.m. | Weekends & Holidays 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Conveniently located on the River’s Edge Campus 
in the Specialty Clinic

1900 North Sunrise Drive | St. Peter
www.REHC.org



At Gustavus,  “Going 
Greek” means joining a 
social fraternity or so-

rority of students who want to 
make a difference on campus 
in a variety of different ways. 
For generations, the Greek 
system has been a staple in the 
Gustavus community. Today, 
there are 14 Greek organizations 
recognized by the Gustavus 
campus. Six sororities and eight 
fraternities.

As the bid matching process 
began to come to a close, mul-
tiple people found themselves 
not matching up with their 
“dream sorority/fraternity.” 
Those who still wanted to ex-
perience Greek life at Gustavus 
were given a second chance. On 
Friday, Sept. 30, 2016 the first 
ever Snap Bidding took place.

The snap bidding process is 
an option available to chapters 
which did not fill the quota (the 
number of potential members 
to which each chapter can of-
fer bids during recruitment). 
The chapters who do not fill 
the quota, with snap bidding, 
may offer bids to potential new 
members whose preferences 
are not matched. Meaning that 
those interested will no longer 
be able to be given a bid by 

Greek chapters view new snap bidding as a helpful 
addition to recruitment process

Corbyn Jenkins
Staff Writer

chapters they listed on their 
preference rankings after the 
preference round. 

The chapters provide the bids 
after this process takes place, 
and potential new members 
will then receive a phone call 
or other contact by a sorority or 
fraternity offering him or her a 
snap bid. If he or she chooses 
to accept the snap bid, the new 
member will participate in 
normal New Member Period 
activities.

“Snap bidding is a great way 
to meet others and bid again. 
People without a chapter sign 
in at the table, hang out with 
us and then receive a bid card 
as they leave and can bid again 
and hopefully be able to join,” 
Junior Zeta Chi Phi  Co-Presi-
dent, Kacie Baltes said.

The Zetas ate Kit Kats while 
playing “Cards Against Hu-
manity” and you could hear 
their laughter from down the 
hallway. In the Delta Phi Ome-
ga’s room girls filled just about 
all of the desks. 

“Snap bidding is a great way 
to get to know each other. Peo-
ple just come into the room and 
sign in and then it is all social 
from there. They talk about their 
commitments and hobbies and 
all about themselves,” said Se-
nior Delta Phi Omega member, 
Annika Walter.

This Monday, the Gustavus 
Community will com-
memorate the Indigenous 

Peoples Day on campus for the 
second year.

The initiative began more 
than a year ago, when Stu-
dent Senate decided to poll 
the student body on whether 
they wished to commemorate 
Indigenous People’s Day, Co-
lumbus Day, both, or neither. 
Overwhelmingly, students said 
they prefered to solely celebrate 
Indigenous People’s Day. After 
significant debate, Student Sen-
ate approved the commemora-
tion of Indigenous People’s Day 
along with nine other major 
national holidays.

“We are one of the few col-
leges in the country that has 
made the decision to celebrate 
Indigenous People’s Day”, As-
sistant Director of the Diversity 
Center Kenneth Reid said.

This year, Student Senate is 
collaborating with Building 
Bridges to sponsor a talk by 
Mankatoan Scott Zellmer, who 
will discuss his personal experi-

Andrew Deziel
Staff Writer

Honoring 
Our 

History; 
Gustavus 

Celebrates 
Indigenous 

People’s 
Day for 
the first 
time this 

year

The fraternities were located 
on the floor above the sororities, 
and the process was identical. 

With this process being very 
new it was not everyone felt en-
tirely prepared for it and didn’t 
know what to expect. 

“The process of snap bidding 
is a great opportunity for people 
but the execution of it could be 
better. It definitely could be im-
proved,” Senior Omega Kappa 
members, Chris Johnson and 
Mark Meier said.

Almost every room had ab-
solutely no idea how many 
people were going to show up. 
It was more of a wait-and-see-
what-happens event. One room 
would have a ton of people in it 
but the room next door would 
have no one. 

Snap bidding had many posi-
tive reactions from the current 
members of the chapters. 

“I think the process is great. 
It is definitely a great way to 
bond,”  Junior Zeta Chi Phi 
member Jess Backes said.

The Zetas particularly en-
joyed the chance to chat and 
bond with each other.

“I like this new process a lot 
better than the methods in the 
past. I feel like it is more inclu-
sive and allows us to look at 
other women that we might not 
have had a chance to in the past. 
It gives you a different light,” 

Walter said.
Not only did the sororities feel 

that snap bidding had a positive 
impact on their chapter, but the 
fraternities up the stairs were 
also finding that they felt the 
same way.

“Snap bidding is an excellent 
opportunity for their fraternity 
and for those who want to be 
involved. Greek life has been a 
bit too exclusive and having this 
opportunity, I think, is going 
to grow and strengthen Greek 
life itself,” Senior Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon member, Chase Adels-
man said.

The fraternities also felt that 
this process was doing more for 
the chapters than just getting 
more people involved.

“This new process is a great 
way to start getting rid of the 
solo bidding which happens a 
lot. It gets people to focus on 
the other fraternities that they 
may not have in the first place,”  
Senior Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
member, Will Riihiluoma said.

Throughout the night, a few 
people were able to find a fra-
ternity or sorority that will 
work for them and were given 
that second chance. Hopefully, 
with the positive reactions to the 
event, it will happen next year 
and even more people will be 
given the opportunity to join 
Greek Life at Gustavus. 

‘Fall fest family 
weekend tradition’ 

continued from page 1 

The Fall Fest is an anual event held in the Arb during Family Weekend. Students and family members can enjoy various activities including 
browsing craft sales. 

Submitted

drew a record attendance of 
nearly 1,000 people. Admission 
to this event is completely free, 
but some food and activities do 
have a cost. 

G-Sharp will be performing 
at noon. The Jazztet is a jazz 
combo that will perform at 11:30 
am. More entertainment will be 
provided by Doug the Magician 
at 2 pm. 

This year the Fall Fest is also 
tackling a special project for 

Climate Change Ribbon, with 
members of the River Prairie 
Network of Minnesota Inter-
faith Power and Light. This is 
an art ritual to, as the Climate 
Change Ribbon Organization 
discribes it, “grieve what each 
of us stands to lose to Climate 
Chaos, and affirm our soli-
darity as we fight against it.” 
Those attending will also have 
the chance to create art with 
“nature’s offerings” and go on 
walks through the available 
walks through the woods. At 1 
pm and 3 pm the border collies 
return from previous years to 
present their agility and herd-
ing talents. 

This will all be done in the 
midst of the Arboretum’s beau-
tiful fall colors. The Arb has 
acres of prairies, woodlands, 
and ponds to enjoy. It also has 
miles of trails and amazing gar-
dens to explore with family and 
friends this coming Saturday. 
Attendees of the Fall Fest are 
encouraged to come and go at 
their leisure and enjoy the space 
named for 18th century Swedish 
botanist Carl Linnaeus; to enjoy 
the space specially designed 
to represent Minnesota’s three 
major ecosystems. 

This event is perfect for just 
about anyone. Those who love 
the outdoors, have not explored 

the Arb yet, or have siblings 
visiting in need of a break from 
Family Weekend activities. 
Younger and older siblings alike 
will love the beautiful scenery 
the Arb has to offer and the 
many activities planned that 
could keep just about anyone 
occupied for hours. Parents 
will love the opportunity to 
get Christmas gift buying out 
of the way at the craft tables 
and getting their children out 
from behind their screens and 
out, about enjoying nature, and 
spend some quality time in the 
Arb with our families.

‘Honoring Our His-
tory; Gustavus Cel-

ebrates Indigonious 
People’s day for the 
first time this year’ 

continued on page 4

“Building Bridges will 
support our Native 

brothers and sisters in 
their struggles for rec-
ognition, respect, and 

autonomy.”
–Elizabeth Long

Snap bids receive positive feedback
newsOctober 7, 2016 The Gustavian Weekly | page 3



Gender neutral public re-
strooms is a hot-button 
issue in domestic policy 

nation wide. Across the United 
States of America, public and 
private institutions have de-
bated the morality and human 
right of providing gender neu-
tral bathrooms to the public. 
This fall, Gustavus will offer 
gender-neutral bathrooms on 
the main floor of Folke Berna-
dotte Memorial Library.

Gender neutral restrooms, 
or uni-sex bathrooms, are re-
strooms that are available to 
persons of any gender and are 
marked as such. Controversially 
many states, such as North 
Carolina, have attempted to 
pass restrictions on permits 
for gender-neutral bathrooms; 
requiring those using public 
restrooms to use restrooms 
that match the sex assigned to 
them at birth. In other words, 
you must use a restroom that 
matches the sex labeled on your 
birth certificate. This proves to 
be an obstacle for those in the 
transgender community. Gen-
der neutral restrooms are also 
beneficial for the elderly, and 
any person needing to assist 
a person of the opposite sex. 
Despite this, opposers of gender 
neutral restrooms implicitly 
mention transgender persons 
as the sole benefactors.

Regardless of this contro-
versy, if not because it is con-
troversial, college campuses, 
as a place of growth and en-
lightenment, have entered the 
national discussion. Gustavus 
Adolphus College entered the 
discussion in 2015 and more 
so, the college decided it was 
time to provide gender neutral 
restrooms in Folke Bernadotte 
Memorial Library. 

Gustavus librarian Barbara 
Fister, who acknowledged the 
request to support diversity 
and inclusion at Gustavus in 
the form of gender neutral 
restrooms, was part of the con-
versation.

 “A fundamental library value 
is that we support diversity and 
inclusion ... because it was so 
prominently in the news, the 
library’s diversity and inclusion 
interest group [and students] 
began to investigate the best 
way to ensure all Gusties and 
guests have the freedom to 
pee - and that everyone will 
feel welcomed and supported 
in the library, whatever their 
gender expression. There is a 
shortage of public restrooms on 
campus that are not labeled for 
men or women, and we felt the 
library should address that in 
our building, which is common 
ground for the campus.”

The librarians of Folke Ber-
nadotte Memorial Library pro-
ceeded to then speak with those 
in charge of campus mainte-
nance at Gustavus. Maintenance 

The Gustavus Adolphus College Folke Bernadotte Memorial Library plans restroom renovations to further support diversirty and inclusion.

Gustavus library finalizes plans 
for gender-neutral bathrooms

Mallory Uttermark

informed Folke that some bath-
room renovations were needed, 
which will include meeting the 
current standards required by 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act.

Gender neutral bathrooms 
are a concept very few students 
are unaware of, but not neces-
sarily in opposition of.  Alexis 
Walsh’19, a Collegite Fellow 
of Sohre Hall believes having 
gender neutral bathrooms in 
such a central part of campus 
is indicative to basic health and 
safety rights.  

“My biggest concern is health-
wise, having other people feel 
safe. During my CF training, 
we talked about a lot of social 
issues concerning diversity, one 
of them regarding transgender 
bathrooms as a health concern. 
A lot of transgender people 
resist using the bathroom until 
they physically feel safe and 
because of that, they end up 
with a lot of bladder infections,” 
Walsh said.

On another spectrum, some 
students on campus do not 
feel like Gustavus implement-
ing gender neutral bathrooms 
should be given much atten-
tion. Lindsey Lewis’19 finds it 
odd that Gustavus would place 
such an emphasis on gender 
neutrality. 

“I think it’s weird that Gus-
tavus is a church affiliated 
school, yet we’re having gen-
der neutral bathroom(s). Don’t 
get me wrong, I know other 

people have different opinions 
compared to mine, but why is 
a Christian school putting in 
family bathrooms essentially? 
We all just need a toilet-people 
can use a bathroom whether it’s 
labeled as “female” or “male”. 
We are all people. Just use a 
bathroom”.

Opinions such as these are 
common on college campuses 
nationwide. Many students feel 
as if providing gender neutral 
bathrooms to the public is in  
contradiction of their religious 
beliefs; due to the controversies 
within the transgender com-
munity.

Regardless, of this Gustavus 
Adolphus College “aspires 
to be a community of per-
sons from diverse backgrounds 
who respect and affirm the 
dignity of all people,” Foster 
said.“Fortunately, we have six 
public restrooms, so we can 
have some with the traditional 
women and men designations 
for those who feel most comfort-
able in those bathroom spaces 
while offering an option to 
those who prefer gender-neutral 
bathrooms”.

The Folke Bernadotte Me-
morial Library plan will allow 
necessary renovations for the 
current male and female desig-
nated bathrooms, while shift-
ing one of those restrooms to 
comply with gender neutrality.  

ence of being taken in as part of 
an Indigenous tribe. Zellmer’s 
presentation, at 6:30 in the Heri-
tage Room on Monday, Oct. 10, 
will be followed by a showing 
of the TPT Documentary, “The 
Past is Alive Within Us: The 
US. - Dakota Conflict” at 7 pm, 
cosponsored by the Diversity 
Center. The documentary and 
talk will explore this area’s 
bloody and painful history of 
interaction between caucasians 
and Indigenous peoples, culmi-
nating in the U.S. - Dakota War. 

The war culminated in the 
largest mass execution in the 
history of the U.S., with 38 
Indigenous persons hung in 
Mankato on Dec. 26, 1862. 264 
more sentenced to death but 
saved only by the personal in-
tervention of President Lincoln.

 “We are in a town which was 
home to indigenous peoples, 
and in our backyard was one of 
the greatest slaughters of indig-
enous peoples,” Reid said. “We 
need to know what happened 
on our land.”

In addition to helping stu-
dents to be better informed 
about this area’s sordid past 
with regards to Indigenous 
Peoples, Building Bridges will 
be sponsoring several events 
related to contemporary Native 
American issues, in particular 
the Standing Rock movement 
against the Dakota Access Pipe-
line. The NoDAPL movement, 
as it is frequently referred to, 
has brought environmentalists 
and indigenous rights activists 
together in opposition to what 
they regard as both an illegal 
infringement on the sovereignty 
granted to Native Peoples under 
the reservation system, and a 
grave danger to the environ-
ment. 

“We firmly oppose the build-
ing of a pipeline that will not 
only endanger the lives and 
land of the Sioux tribe, but 
will permanently destroy the 
ecosystems and resources it in-
trudes upon,” Building Bridges 
Co-Chair Elizabeth Long said.

Building Bridges will hold 
both protests and a social me-
dia campaign on Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day. The organization 
is encouraging pipeline op-
ponents to pose in front of Old 
Main with messages showing 
solidarity with protectors at 
Standing Rock, and will be ta-
bling in front of the cafeteria to 
publicize the food and resource 
drives supporting the peace 
camps. 

On Tuesday, a homily will be 
held in support of Indigenous 
Peoples Day, and Building 
Bridges will host an informal 
workshop about the Dakota 
Access Pipeline and the inter-
sectional movement which has 
sprung up in opposition to it.

“Building Bridges will sup-
port our Native brothers and 
sisters in their struggles for 
recognition, respect, and au-
tonomy,” Long said.

‘Honoring Our His-
tory; Gustavus Cel-

ebrates Indigonious 
People’s day for the 
first time this year’ 

continued from 
page 3

Pricilla Ortero
Staff Writer
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Preston Schlueter

GUSTIE  of the   
WEEK

Josh Monson
Staff Writer

Caroline ProbstPreston puts his vocal talent to good use as a member of the Gustavus Choir and LineUs.

Caroline Probst

Preston is known on campus for his distinct, fancy style and manners. 

The crisp shirts, the pressed 
pants, the nifty hats—even 
if you’ve never met him 

in person, you can still recall 
seeing this sharply dressed 
man out and about on campus. 
Always one to give a cheerful 
smile, Preston Schlueter is this 
issue’s deserving Gustie of the 
Week.

Preston is a senior History 
major, with a focus in U.S. 
pop culture in the first half of 
the 20th century. This focus in 
part stems from his childhood 
years, specifically when he first 
encountered a Christmas hits 
album from recording legend 
and cultural icon, Bing Crosby. 

This kicked off an abiding 
admiration and interest in the 
man, and the era he emerged 
from, influencing everything 
from musical tastes, to fashion 
choices, even to life goals and 
aspirations.

“I really liked the way men 
and women put themselves to-
gether,” Preston said about his 
interest towards the early 20th 
century. “It was born of historic 
curiosity, and now it’s a hobby I 
can research for hours.” 

Preston’s dedication to his 
search for knowledge has been 
acknowledged by a number 
of people, one of which being 
his lifelong friend Senior Noah 
Grothe.

“When he develops an inter-
est in a particular area, he really 
puts in the effort to expand his 

base of knowledge,” Grothe 
said. “I’ve learned quite a lot 
from him over our years togeth-
er. If you ever have questions 
on what to wear, in what color, 
and with what hat or shoes, he’s 
your man.”

Preston keeps busy with a va-
riety of performance groups on 
the Hill, ranging from singing in 
the prestigious Gustavus Choir, 
to crooning solos accompanied 
by the Gustavus Jazz Lab Band, 
to doing standup comedy with 
the hilarious improv troupe Lin-
eUs. He may even pick up MC-
ing again this year through the 
campus radio station, KGSM.

“LineUs made him quite the 
celebrity,” Preston’s four-time 
roommate Senior Jack Poblocki 
said. “Everyone knows Preston. 
They know he regards puns as 
the highest form of humor, and 
will never pass up a good op-
portunity to let one fly.”

Aside from soaking up the 
limelight, Preston also enjoys 
giving back to the community 
by tutoring in the Writing Cen-

ter with Poblocki, where anyone 
can schedule a meeting or stop 
by for assistance and advice on 
tricky papers. 

“I love helping Gusties. I also 
like getting a chance to find out 
what it is they’re into and see 
what fruitful conversations can 
come out of it,” Preston said.

Anyone who knows Preston 
can tell you that he’s a kind and 
fun-loving soul and a gentle-
man at heart. 

One of Poblocki’s favorite 
memories of him is from the 
December of their sophomore 
year when he held the door 
open for everyone coming out of 
the Chapel after the Christmas 
in Christ Chapel concert. 

Preston’s generous attitude 
has earned him the respect of a 
number of Gustavus students 
and professors.

“Preston is quite the social 
animal to say the least,” Pob-
locki said. “It’s hard not to like 
him and his sense of style. He 
could have a bucket of moldy 
eggs balanced precariously on 
his head and people would still 
like him. He could grow a tooth-
brush mustache and random 
pedestrians would say he looks 
like Charlie Chaplin.” 

Preston’s hobbies, outside of 
his various extracurricular ac-

tivities, include collecting comic 
books (chiefly DC), watching 
movies, and generally hanging 
out with large groups of friends 
and having a good time.

What advice does such a well-
rounded and active Gustie have 
for freshmen? As much as many 
students would prefer not to 
think of them, Preston believes 
the first step is good grades.

“Grades come first, especially 
during the first year. With a 
strong base of knowledge, and a 
firm grasp on what will require 
the most focus, then you can get 
involved and find organizations 
you can meaningfully add to,” 
Preston said.

Even though Preston con-
siders himself “woefully-un-
derqualified for time manage-
ment,” he still knows how to 
deal with difficulties that arise 
from being so involved. 

“Be as pro-active as possible,” 
he said. “Always voice concerns 
and head off conflicts right 
away. In my eyes, it is much 
easier to square problems up 
when they arise than it is to get 
caught off guard in the middle 
of something when they have 
gone on for some time.”

The last important piece of 
advice Mr. Schlueter has to give 
is to be confident in whatever 
you do. 

“While certain colors or ar-
ticles of clothing may not go 
well together, being full of self-
confidence is key to looking 
good in whatever you’re wear-
ing,” Preston said.

From prominent performer to 
helpful tutor, sharp dresser to 
comic book historian, Preston 
is an outstanding human being 
that many can proudly call a 
fellow Gustie. And who knows, 
perhaps one day his name will 
be known alongside that of his 
hero, Bing Crosby himself.

“It’s hard not to like him 
and his sense of style. 

He could have a bucket 
of moldy eggs balanced 
precariously on his head 

and people would still 
like him.”

—Jack Poblocki

“While certain colors 
or articles of clothing 

may not go well 
together, being full 
of self-confidence is 
key to looking good 
in whatever you’re 

wearing.”
—Preston Schlueter
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Prepare to be amazed, Kid Ace is coming to campus

If you’re a big fan of America’s 
Got Talent, you may have 
seen illusionist and magician 

Kid Ace as part of The Harlem 
James Gang, who made it to 
the top twenty in season three 
of the show. 

But since his days on AGT, 
Kid Ace has made a name for 
himself as a solo performer, 
traveling and doing shows 
throughout the United States, 
and as part of the NFL’s Playoff 
TV Campaign in 2015. 

Kid Ace was born in Har-
lem, New York, and during his 
middle school years became 
fascinated with magic and has 
been perfecting and performing 
magic ever since. 

Currently, Kid Ace is on his 
North American Tour, which 
started on Aug. 20, 2016. During 
his tour he is performing shows 
at multiple colleges and univer-
sities across the country, includ-
ing here at Gustavus Adolphus 
College, which is the twentieth 
performance of his tour. 

 The members of the Gustavus 
Campus Activities Board (CAB) 
first saw Kid Ace perform at the 
National Association of Cam-
pus Activities Conference in 
Madison, WI last year. CAB saw 
multiple magicians perform, 
but Kid Ace stood out to them. 

After his performance, CAB 
had the opportunity to meet and 

Kristi Manning
Staff Writer

speak with Kid Ace, and imme-
diately knew that they wanted 
him to come and perform on 
the Gustavus campus. Accord-
ing to Junior Co-President of 
CAB Connor Myhre, Kid Ace 
performed a five-minute show-
case and without a word, did 
amazing things including mak-
ing seven live birds appear and 
disappear from thin air. 

Myhre is excited for the Gus-
tavus community to experience 

Kid Ace’s jaw-dropping talent at 
the upcoming event. 

“I am thrilled to bring this 
kind of talent to campus. We 
have not had a magician or an 
illusionist for a couple of years 
so to see it happen now is in-
credibly exciting,” Myhre said. 

Juniors and Co-Executives 
for Late Nights and Weekends, 
Patrick Neri and Jake Kmeich, 
have been working on planning 
the event which will be held as a 

part of Family Weekend on Sat-
urday, Oct. 8 in Bjorling Recital 
Hall at 8:00 pm.

When Neri and Kmeich saw 
Kid Ace at the NACA Confer-
ence last spring, they both 
noticed how personable, and 
engaging he was as a performer.

 “He’s got a lot of charisma. 
He really impressed us with 
how sociable he was. He would 
call people up randomly to do 
a magic trick with him. We just 

thought he would be a really 
good fit for the Gustavus cam-
pus audience,” Neri said. 

Aside from being charismatic 
and sociable, Kid Ace also adds 
elements to his performanc-
es that many magicians and 
illusionist do not, including 
some comedy, rap, and hip-hop. 
These elements that Kid Ace 
chooses to add make his act 
that much more intriguing for 
audiences of all ages.

One thing that really amazed 
members of the Campus Activi-
ties Board was all of the fascinat-
ing things that Kid Ace does in-
volving animals. This included 
making 15 to 20 birds appear on 
stage, and doing tricks with fish. 

“You can expect a lot of good 
magic, with things that you’ve 
seen before and a lot of new ex-
travagant magic,” Kmiech said. 

In the past, the Gustavus 
campus has always loved magi-
cians. Kid Ace, with his unique 
style of presentation and visual-
ly engaging act, should intrigue 
the Gustavus audience, and will 
provide a family-friendly, yet 
mind-blowing performance. 

The Campus Activities Board 
encourages all students and 
their families to attend this 
unique and special event on 
Saturday. “The only people 
who shouldn’t attend the event 
are those who are not prepared 
to have their minds blown by 
magic,” Neri said.  

Kid Ace has shown America that he has plenty of tricks up his sleeves. Now he’s bringing his magical charms 
to Gustavus and multiple colleges across the country.

Secret Life of Pets provides family fun

From the  people  who 
brought us Despicable Me 
and The Lorax comes the 

family friendly animated com-
edy The Secret Life of Pets. A 
children’s film that focuses on 
what our pets do after we leave 
for the day.

Illumination Entertainment 
and Universal Pictures team 
up with directors Chris Renaud 
(producer of Despicable Me, 
Despicable Me 2) and Yarrow 
Cheney, along with comedy su-
perstars Louis C.K., Eric Stones-
treet, and Kevin Heart to make 
what Rottentomatoes calls, 
“fast-paced, funny, undemand-
ing family-friendly diversion.” 

Audiences were so impressed 
by it that it’s currently become 
the highest grossing original 
animated film not produced by 
Disney or Pixar.

The Secret Life of Pets story 
revolves around a terrier, Max, 

Kayla Cardenas
Section Writer

voiced by Louis C.K., who is 
enjoying living in New York 
City with his owner, Katie. Ev-
erything appears to change for 
the worst when Katie adopts 
a large, rough canine named 
Duke, voiced by Eric Stonestreet 
of Modern Family. 

Max and Duke butt heads 
over having to share Katie’s 

love, which leads to chaos dur-
ing their walk with the dog 
walker. Max is taken away from 
the dog park by Duke, where 
they wander the New York 
streets and run into a gang of 
sketchy street cats. 

The cats strip Max and Duke 
of their collars, making them 
strays and resulting in a number 
of problems for the two, one 
being that they’re picked up by 
the dog catchers and put in the 
truck headed for the pound. 

Max and Duke become lucky 
puppies for a rebellious fluffy 
white bunny named Snowball, 
voiced by Kevin Hart, and his 
gang of “Freed Pets.” 

However, with being released, 
Max and Duke make a vow to 
join Snowball’s vicious gang 

of rejected pets in the sewers, 
where the group plans to get 
their revenge on the humans 
that have done them wrong. 

While Max and Duke try to 
survive by fitting in and secretly 
attempt to escape the gang, 
a cute little pomeranian dog 
that has a secret crush on Max 
named Gidget, voiced by Jenny 
Slate, becomes worried about 
the disappearance of Max and 
brings together a group of his 
friends to help search for him, 
including a fat cat, an unhinged 
hawk, and an elderly basset 
hound. 

The movie alternates between 
Gidget and Max’s perspectives, 
which expands the storyline and 
makes it more appealing. There 
are a number of memorable 

characters both sides encounter 
along the way, brimming with 
unique designs and charming 
personalities. It does contain 
some interesting “behind the 
scenes” looks of the pets’ actions 
that take a page out of Toy Story 
and Wreck it Ralph in terms of 
world building.

This movie was enjoyable 
and not just a typical child 
eye-catching movie that would 
make parents fall asleep ten 
minutes in. It brings together 
not only the typical cat and dog 
dynamic that children love, but 
also gets creative with the use 
of other pets, such as Hart’s re-
bellious Snowball, a guinea pig 
that gets constantly lost trying 
to find his home, the godfather 
of snakes, and more. 

It successfully brings the au-
dience into the day and life of 
our beloved pets we come home 
to, even with some dramatic 
reveals that give the movie a 
slight hint of Disney darkness.

I personally found this movie 
hilarious and sweet. It has mo-
ments where it pulls at your 
heart strings and teaches the 
importance of friendship and 
devotion. 

We have all wondered what 
our pets do or think about when 
we are gone for the day and 
this movie brings a clever and 
amusing twist to answer that. 
The Secret Life of Pets is an ad-
venturous, sweet, and relaxing 
tale that is a nice movie to watch 
for either family movie night or 
a sweet pick me up. 

Secret Life of Pets is a cute, family-friendly picture that will bring a smile to people of all ages. 
Creative Commons

Creative Commons

“This movie was 
enjoyable and not just 

a typical child eye-
catching movie that 

would make parents fall 
asleep ten minutes in.”
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The title of the current 
art collection in the 
Hillstrom Museum is 

The Very English Ambience of It 
All. The collection consists of 
four different sections entitled: 
“Livestock”, “Racing”, “Pets”, 
and “Foxhunting”. Given by Dr. 
Stephen and Martha Penkhus, 
these particular sets of paint-
ings are focused mainly on the 
English countryside during the 
19th century. 

What you first notice when 
you walk into the collection 
isn’t the dramatic coloring of 
the pieces, or an overwhelming 
emotion, but a feeling of com-
fort and familiarity. 

In most every one of the 
pieces, the sprawling English 
landscapes with their ever so 
slight hills seem to coax your 
focus toward the main animals, 
generally the horses. 

While these horses are clearly 
a tool for the sport of foxhunting 
or racing in a large amount of 
the works, they are also one of 
admiration in the other sections 
of the gallery. 

One of the collectors, Dr. Ste-
phen Penkhus, explained why 
an American doctor would find 
interest in this particular genre 
of art. 

“We picked sporting art be-
cause of our love of animals and 
Marty’s love of horses.  Marty 
has been riding and showing 
horses since grade school. We 
have always been fascinated by 
English tradition, their sports 
their love of their animals and 

countryside,” Dr. Penkhus said.
While this collection has many 

pieces focused on foxhunting, it 
is interesting to note that foxes 
rarely make an appearance in 
any of the paintings.

 They instead depict the actual 
hunting, which in turn leads to a 
grander focus on the foxhounds 
in the pieces, usually in large 
numbers. August Moehrke, one 
of student workers at the Hill-
strom, put it in context. 

“During the times depicted 
here, deer were becoming more 
difficult to find and hunt as 
sport, yet foxhunting was ac-
cessible for all classes of people, 
making it very popular. Instead 
of using guns, the foxhounds 
actually hunted the foxes them-
selves instead of just retrieving 
them,” Moehrke said. 

The focus on dogs is more 
prevalent in the pet section 
of the museum, where larger 
portraits are based on a more 
photorealistic approach. 

These portraits, like the por-
traits of the jockeys, usually 

don’t contain as much move-
ment compared to the foxhunt-
ing section. This is most likely 
due to accurate portrayal of 
things and people rather than 
a specific action or idea like the 
others. 

As usual with the Hillstrom 
Museum, it supplies all the 
historical context anyone could 
ever need directly next to each 
of the pieces. Therefore, any per-
son worried that they shouldn’t 
go to the exhibit because they 
don’t know anything about the 
context can be put at ease. The 

information is extremely help-
ful and makes the entire exhibit 
very accessible. 

“I tend to think that histori-
cal context is always, or at least 
usually, important in under-
standing art, especially works 
from earlier periods (as is the 
case with the majority of the 61 
works in the exhibit), though I 
think that appreciation of the 
aesthetic qualities of these beau-
tiful works is readily accessible 
even without much grounding 
in their cultural and historical 
background,” Director of the 

Hillstrom Museum, Don My-
ers, said.

The Penkhus’ donated their 
collection in remembrance of 
their daughter Katie, who was 
a Gustavus art history student 
and horse lover. The exhibit is 
free to view from 9am to 4pm 
during weekdays, and 1pm to 
5pm on the weekends. You can 
see the entire collection in its 
full until Nov. 6 on the ground 
floor of the campus center in the 
Hillstrom Museum. 

The four sections in this season’s gallery capture the true feeling of the English landscapes in the 19th century.
Caroline Probst

Horses are one of the more prominent animals showcased in these pieces.
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The Hillstrom Museum showcases sporting 
and english animals

Caroline Probst

“I think that 
appreciation of the 

aesthetic qualities of 
these beautiful works is 
readily acceptible even 

without much grounding 
in their cultural and 

historical background.”
—Don Myers



Gustavus Adolphus College has a nearly 
50-year history of helping students 
study away in their time on campus. 

Studying abroad is a unique experience that 
allows students the opportunity to immerse 
themselves into a new culture while continuing 
their studies. The Center for International and 
Culture Education (CICE) serves as a resource 
to students hoping to study away.

“Help was there whenever I needed it. The 
Peer Advisors and Study Abroad Director are 
easy to contact and very knowledgeable,” Senior 
Elijah Sciammas said.

Study away programs are widely diverse 
and allow students to experience many types 
of culture, language and society. 

“I chose Malaysia because I wanted to go 
somewhere totally different- I didn’t know much 
about the country, which made it attractive to 
me,” Senior Jenna Arvidson said.

Non-English speaking countries allow stu-
dents to practice languages they are studying.

“I have always been interested in Asia but 
after taking Mandarin Chinese my freshman 
year, I was dedicated to the idea of studying 
abroad in Beijing to further my language skills,” 
Sciammas said.

There are many programs, however, that 
place students in English speaking countries. 

“I chose Ireland because I’ve always thought 
it looked like a beautiful country with a neat 
history. I also looked for a country where the 
primary language was English, just to make it 
an easier transition,” Senior Olivia Gori said.

Whilst abroad, students embrace a variety of 
different experiences.

“My biggest takeaway was learning how to 
adapt to foreign and new things. I had to walk 
everywhere or ride one of the transportation 
systems to get somewhere, which is something I 
hadn’t experienced before going abroad,” Senior 
Samantha Block said.

Many students return from studying abroad 

tered in Malaysia were scary. They would climb 
on people’s backs and steal stuff. I got scratched 
once when a macaque climbed up my chest 
and I thought that I was going to die of rabies!” 
Arvidson said.

Besides transportation, language barriers are 
often regarded as one the largest challenges in 
studying away.

“Since Italian is primarily spoken in Rome, 
I had to sometimes figure out another way 
to communicate with the locals if they didn’t 
know much English. It wasn’t always easy, but 
I cherished all the moments I had abroad and 
I learned many valuable things about different 
cultures and new places,” Block said.

Students return with a variety of different 
experiences but one thing remains constant 
among all participants. 

“Going abroad is an unforgettable and life-
changing experience. Don’t let the fear of miss-
ing out keep you on campus because I promise 
you, it is not worth it,” Sciammas said.

Each program is unique in its requirements 
and expectations, but the memories and oppor-
tunities are invaluable.

“Just go for it. I know everyone says this, but 
college is the time to go abroad. You are sur-
rounded by amazing people and create memo-
ries and relationships that are unforgettable. 
Find a program abroad that fits what you need 
to accomplish for classes and apply!” Block said.

Students that are interested can speak to a 
Peer Advisor in the Study Abroad Office or a 
staffed employee in the CICE.

with greater insight and perspective to apply 
to their studies. 

“While studying abroad, I realized how much 
is happening in the world that we, as Americans, 
are oblivious to due to our own concern for 
ourselves. Traveling to a country where you are 
the minority is such an eye-opening experience 
and you gain a lot of compassion for others,” 
Gori said.

It is common for students to study in coun-
tries with completely different cultures and 
customs.

“In Malaysia, I realized how much common 
ground people have, despite how different we 
all may seem. The culture of Malaysia has a 
lot of ethnic and religious divides, which was 
initially very intimidating. However, as I got to 
know people that seemed so different from me 
I came to see the common ground that we all 
share,” Arvidson said.

Quite a few of the study away programs in-
clude students from other universities around 
the country and allow participants to build new 
relationships. 

“I still talk to all the people I met while 
abroad. I was the only Gustavus student en-
rolled in that program, which essentially forced 
to make friends. I enjoyed meeting new people 
from all over the world and learn about their 
countries as well,” Gori said.

Challenges while studying abroad are equally 
prevalent, however, and allow students to expe-
rience personal growth and development. 

“The most challenging part of study abroad 
was the stress of travel. Even before I arrived in 
Beijing I missed my connecting flight to China 
and the airline lost all my luggage, which was 
just a great way to spend my first few days in 
China,” Sciammas said. 

In some cases, obstacles become some of the 
best memories.

 “I always thought monkeys were super 
cute and friendly. But the monkeys I encoun-

“I realized how much common 
ground people have, despite how 

different we all may seem.”
- Jenna Arvidson ‘17

“Going abroad is an 
unforgettable and life changing 
experience. Don’t let the fear of 
missing out keep you on campus 
because I promise you, it is not 

worth it.”
- Elijah Sciammas ‘17

“It wasn’t always easy, but I 
cherished all the moments I 

had abroad and I learned many 
valuable things about different 

cultures and new places..”
- Samantha Block ‘17

Adventures Abroad
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