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Students demonstrate for women’s rights

The school was a sea of red last Wednesday as men and women supported the “A Day Without Women” demonstration. Women were encouraged to step out of their classes and spend the day 
demostrating outside the cafe and chapel, so those left in their classes could experience “A day without women”. A sizeable group of students remained outside the cafe for a majority of the aca-
demic day with signs giving reasons why they chose to demonstrate. Supported by not only other students but staff and faculty members as well, some professors made class for the day optional 
or cancelled all together. 

Campus join ‘A day without women’ campagin
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Campus Safety Report

URGENT CARE

See us for*:
Sore Throats | Ear Infection | Minor Cuts or Bruises

Minor Burns | Sprains | Insect Bites | Bladder Infections
Rashes | Workplace Injuries

*list not all inclusive - all ages welcome - no appointment needed

Monday - Friday 3 p .m. - 10 p.m. | Weekends & Holidays 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Conveniently located on the River’s Edge Campus 
in the Specialty Clinic

1900 North Sunrise Drive | St. Peter
www.REHC.org

Starting Nov. 1

12 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Monday - Friday

8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday

12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Holidays

Monday, March 06
Campus Safety Director took 

a report of an individual having 
unwanted continued communi-
cation with a student.

Tuesday, March 07
A fire extinguisher was re-

ported stolen from the first floor 
of east Uhler Hall.

Wednesday, March 08 
The St. Peter Police Depart-

ment reported the theft of City 
of St. Peter property from Col-
lege grounds. The property was 
later recovered.

Thursday, March 09 
Two online reports of verbal 

bias were submitted about a 
student on the Gus Bus.

Campus Safety responded to 
a medical assist in the Health 
Service office. 

Friday, March 10 
An online report was submit-

ted about sexual misconduct 
that occurred in December 2016 
in a campus Residence Hall. 

Saturday, March 11 
Campus Safety and Residen-

tial Life responded to an alcohol 
violation at Sohre Hall. One stu-

dent was referred to the campus 
conduct system for underage 
consumption and possession 
of alcohol.

Fire alarm pull stations were 
activated in Rundstrom Hall, 
North Hall, Uhler Hall, and 
Norelius Hall.  No fire or dam-
age had occurred.

Residential Life documented 
an underage alcohol violation 
in Sohre Hall. 

Campus Safety and Residen-
tial Life responded to a report 
of an alcohol violation outside 
Norelius Hall. One student was 
referred to the campus conduct 
system for underage consump-

tion.
Campus Safety was notified 

about a College policy violation 
at the President’s Ball. Campus 
Safety referred one student to 
the campus conduct system for 
an alcohol violation. 

Campus Safety and Residen-
tial Life responded to an alcohol 
violation in Pittman Hall in-
volving two students and two 
non-students.

Sunday, March 12 
Campus Safety responded 

to an alcohol violation on Col-
lege grounds. One student was 
referred to the campus conduct 

system for underage consump-
tion.

Campus Safety and Residen-
tial Life responded to a report 
of personal property damage 
to a student’s unlocked room 
in Sohre Hall. 

Campus Safety responded 
to a report of property damage 
in College View Apartments.  
An unidentified person was 
reported to have thrown things 
in the lobby and a window was 
found broken.

A student submitted an online 
bias report about communica-
tions with an employee.
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Gustavus alum to speak at Christenson lecture

Faculty tabled this week to raise awareness about Hennepin County District Judge and Gustavus alumni Tanya Bransford’s return to campus this week to give the annual Christenson 
lecture hosted by the Political Science department. This year Bransford talked about the effect of implicit bias, addressed the increase in bias-motivated incidents, and offered strategies to 
challenge acts of explicit bias and confront our own unconscious biases. 

Abby Anderson

In the aftermath of the flawed 
and controversial Senate Co-
President election, senators 

met last Monday to discuss 
proposals to restore student 
faith in the election process and 
the Senate as an institution, and 
reinforce the legitimacy of Co-
President Elects Hubert Chris-
tian-Ngabirano and Solveig 
Svendsen. Senators decided to 
move forward with proposals 
put forth by the Senate Cabinet, 
also choosing to rule out the 
possibility of a revote.

The centerpiece of this plan 
will be four days of tabling in 
the Jackson Center to facilitate 
the discussion of what went 

wrong during the recent elec-
tion, and what steps should 
be taken in the future to avoid 
repeating some of the mistakes 
made during the recent election 
process. Following feedback 
from students and further ex-
amination of the Senate bylaws, 
senators plan to propose spe-
cific rule changes to increase 
the transparency and efficiency 
of the Senate elections process. 

“We need to be open and face 
to face with the community,” 
Senate Co-President Herchran 
Singh said, speaking in favor of 
the tabling proposal. “There’s 
been a lot of discussion in the 
past about decisions being made 
behind closed doors. [Tabling] is 
a great opportunity to be trans-
parent and open.” 

In order to address legitimacy 
concerns and bring students 
further into the decision mak-
ing process, some senators also 
called for tabling to be accom-
panied by a survey to gauge 
student support for various 
remedies to the mishandled 
election, and subsequent con-

stitutional crisis. 
“Polling at the end of this 

week says two things,” Con-
troller Sean Hinnenkamp said. 
“Not only are we going to tell 
you what happened, but if 
you’re still upset that the elec-
tion may have legitimacy issues, 
the survey gives you the option 
to say that.”

In the wake of the close result 
and multiple ethical violations, 
some members of the commu-
nity have demanded that the 
election be partially or fully re-
held. However, senators came to 

the conclusion that reversing the 
decision of the Feb. 27 Senate 
to stand by the election results, 
including the flawed process 
which produced them, would 
be neither ethical nor practical.

 In addition, reopening the 
polls for a limited period of 
time is no longer possible since 
voting data from the Co-Presi-
dential election was cleared in 
advance of Monday’s special 
election to fill the vacant seat 
of former International Center 
Senator Matt Vierzba, who is 
studying abroad this semester.

“Another election wouldn’t 
necessarily solve the legitimacy 
problem,” First-year Senator 
Michael O’Neil said. “I think 
that the sooner that we stand by 
the Co-President Elects and get 
behind them, the better.”

The investigation of Senate 
election rules in the hopes of 
identifying areas for improve-
ment gained an added sense 
of urgency after the Senate 
encountered a second election 
mishap, this time involving the 
recent International Center spe-

cial election to replace Vierzba. 
Senators voted to hold the re-
sults of the election until Swed-
ish House residents, who said 
their ballots for the IC special 
election were malfunctioning, 
were given an opportunity to 
cast their ballots.

The process of dealing with 
the ethical ramifications of the 
recent elections will take place 
under new leadership. Citing 
loss of support from Senators, 
Ombudsman Joe Robbins an-
nounced his resignation one 
week after being censured due 
to his role in ethical violations 
regarding the Co-Presidential 
election. 

The vacancy comes just weeks 
before the Senate was set to 
begin its search for next year’s 
Ombudsman. With the ethics 
committee surveying the bylaw 
changes to improve the elec-
tions process, senators resolved 
to fill the opened seat as quickly 
as possible while also taking 
time to advertise the vacancy to 
all members of the student body, 
as required by Senate bylaw.

Student Senate hopes to restore 
credibility in voting process

Andrew Deziel
Staff Writer

“A n o t h e r  e l e c t i o n 
wouldn’t necessarily 
solve the legitimacy 
problem. I think that the 
sooner that we stand by 
the Co-President Elects 
and get behind them, 
the better.”

—Senator Michael 
O’Neil

“We need to be open 
and face to face with the 
community.” 

—Senate Co-President 
Herchran Singh
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Gustavus students and faculty have 
joined the larger St. Peter com-
munity in organized opposition 

to the Trump administration through 
active political discourse and outreach. 

An emerging group in St. Peter is 
among over 4,500 similar activism 
groups spread across the country that are 
inspired by the Indivisible movement. 

The Indivisible organization is a na-
tional campaign that was formed shortly 
after the 2016 presidential election. The 
program was initiated with the publica-
tion of an online guide, Indivisible: A 
Practical Guide For Resisting The Trump 
Agenda, which was written by Ezra 
Levin, Leah Greenberg, and a number of 
other former progressive congressional 
staffers. 

Levin is a 2007 graduate of Carleton 
College in Northfield. He continued his 
education at Princeton University, and 
then began a government career in Wash-
ington D.C. before committing full-time 
to the Indivisible campaign.

The guide began as a Google Doc and 
was posted online in December. Since 
then, it has been downloaded over a mil-
lion times. The guide consists of strate-
gies that can be employed to effectively 
communicate with members of Congress 
and inform them of the public stance. 

Composed by a number of experienced 
volunteer authors and editors, many of 
the tactics put forth in the guide resemble 
the methods practiced by the conserva-
tive Tea Party in recent years.

Indivisible staff witnessed how a 
relatively small coalition of citizens 
were able to disrupt the Obama agenda 
through persistent and organized public 
action. 

“Trump is not popular. He does not 
have a mandate. He does not have large 
congressional majorities. If a small 
minority in the Tea Party could stop 
President Obama, then we the majority 

can stop a petty tyrant named Trump,” 
the Indivisible website said. 

The full online guide explains these 
strategies in four brief chapters. It cov-
ers topics regarding defensive grassroots 
advocacy, how to interact with members 
of Congress, where to find or establish a 
local group, and the different venues for 
organized action. 

Other resources can be found on the 
Indivisible website; these include specific 
scripts to be used when calling congres-
sional offices, thorough explanations of 
government procedures, and step-by-
step agendas for local operations. 

The St. Peter group is open to the entire 
community, and though it is not exclu-
sive or sponsored through Gustavus, 
students and staff have played major 
roles in its development. Associate Pro-
fessor in Classics and Gender, Women 
and Sexuality Studies Yurie Hong has 
spent many evenings tabling at River 
Rock Coffee, spreading awareness of the 
group’s presence and intentions. 

“I thought long and hard about what 
my role would be within this group, and 
also in what capacity I was starting this 
group. I decided not to have tabling di-
rectly on campus because I’m doing this 
as a community member and as a citizen, 
not as a faculty member,” Hong said. 

The first official meeting of the local 
group was Wednesday, March 15 at the 
St. Peter Food Co-Op. The evening was 
spent getting acquainted with the vol-
unteers and identifying their collected 
goals. As it was an open meeting, Hong 
expected a variety of attendees.

“Part of the problem right now in 
terms of our politics is that we don’t have 
a chance to talk to people who are from 
different demographics, different age 
ranges, and different experiences and 
places in their life,” Hong said. 

The local group’s meetings and sched-
ule will be determined by their members’ 
participation and goals. The group can 
be followed on Facebook at Indivisible 
St. Peter.

Theodore Blenkush
Staff Writer

Students and faculty join community 
anti-Trump campagin

SubmittedThe group in St. Peter is one of 4,500 across the country who have been inspired by the Indivisible movement. 
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Mara Klipfel

GUSTIE  of the   
WEEK

Kristi Manning
Staff Writer

Abby Anderson
From Gustie Greeters to the Gustavus Athletic Trainers’ Association, Mara has no shortage of active roles around campus.

Abby Anderson
Mara’s bubbly and friendly personality made her welcome at Gustavus.

Mara Klipfel is a Senior, 
Athletic Training and 
Exercise Physiology 

double Major from Shakopee, 
Minnesota. 

As a transfer student, Mara 
was welcomed to campus by 
her new classmates, and was 
excited to start her journey as 
a Gustie. 

Aside from being a Gustie 
Greeter, Mara is also the secre-
tary for the Gustavus Athletic 
Trainers’ Association (GATA).

“My favorite memory is when 
I found out I had gotten into the 
athletic training and exercise 
physiology programs, living 
with my best friends,” Mara 
said. 

Mara’s dream job is to be a 
physician assistant, and after 
graduation she hopes to get a 
job either as an athletic trainer 
or as a CNA for direct patient 
care hours. 

Mara’s double major and ex-
tra involvement with GATA and 
Greeters keep her pretty busy, 
but when she does have a little 
down time she makes the most 
of it by doing things she loves, 
and surrounding herself with 

the people she cares about most. 
“Right now I’m studying for 

my Board of Certification exam, 
but I like to be outdoors and 
be around friends and family,” 
Mara said. 

Graduate Assistant Athletic 
Trainer Ashley Krug is one of 
Mara’s instructors in the Ath-
letic Training Program. 

Krug has gotten to know Mara  
through the Athletic Training 
Program, and has described her 
as energetic, compassionate and 
genuine. 

“While interacting with Mara 
or observing her interact with 
her patients, friends, or col-
leagues, she is full of energy, 
compassion and is genuine in 
her interactions with others,” 
Krug said.

As a mentor for Mara, Krug 
has also seen her carry out many 
of the Gustavus core values in 
her daily interactions. 

“Mara expresses the values 
of Gustavus wherever she goes. 
Mara is dedicated to achieving 
excellence in all that she does, 
shows concern and mutual 
respect to not only Gustavus 
community members, but to 
everyone she encounters.  Mara 
is also a leader in service and 
the notion of giving back,” 
Krug said. 

Although Mara has multiple 
characteristics that make her a 
good friend and student, being 
dedicated is one of the most 
prominent characteristics both 
friends and mentors have seen 
in Mara. 

“Mara is dedicated to her 
studies and athletic training, 
she’s dedicated to offering the 
best care for the patients that she 
works with as well as dedicated 
to any other opportunity that 
she is part of,” Krug said.  

Senior Biology and Psycho-
logical Science double Major 
Callie Johnson is one of Mara’s 
closest friends, as well as a fel-
low Gustie Greeter. 

“I met Mara sophomore year 
when she transferred to Gus-
tavus. She lived across the hall 
from me in Complex and was 
in a sorority with some of my 
good friends, and eventually 
we all became close friends,” 
Johnson said.

As close friends, Johnson and 
Mara have made many memo-
ries together here at Gustavus, 
including playing competitive 
games of spoons, and watching 
Mara learn new songs. 

“One of my favorite things is 
when Mara wants to learn a new 
song and sings along to the lyric 
videos on Youtube for all of us 
so that she can learn the words,” 
Johnson said. 

Senior, Biology and Spanish 
Major, Emily Syverud met Mara 
when they both pledged for 

Delta Phi Omega. 
“I remember running up to 

her door (we lived on the same 
floor) and giving her a big hug 
when we both got our bids, even 
though I didn’t know her at all,” 
Syverud said. 

She and Mara have become 
great friends since then and 
have had some great memories 
in the time they’ve known each 
other. 

“When I was abroad in Spain 
we would FaceTime to catch 
up and always had such a good 
time laughing and telling stories 
even though we were really far 
apart,” Syverud said. 

Krug, Syverud, and Johnson 
all had nothing but positive 
things to say about Mara who 
they see as an outstanding role 
model for other Gusties. 

“Mara is loving. She is always 
so loving and caring toward her 
friends. We can always count on 
her to be there for us whenever 
we need a hug or someone to 
talk to. She is genuine- you al-
ways know she will be honest 
with you and you never have to 
worry about her putting on any 
sort of facade for others. She is 
never afraid to be unapologeti-
cally herself no matter who is 
around,” Johnson said, “She is 
bubbly- you can always count 
on her to bring a smile to your 
face and put you in a good mood 
with her upbeat demeanor and 
happy, bubbly personality. We 
all love her.” 

“Mara is also a leader 
in service and the 
notion of giving 

back.”
—Ashley Krug
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“We can always count 
on her to be there for 
us whenever we need 
a hug or someone to 

talk to.”
—Callie Johnson
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This weekend, the Gustavus 
Dance Company will be 
performing their concert 

titled, “Between Heaven and 
Earth.” This spring concert 
features dances that have been 
practiced throughout the whole 
year choreographed by profes-
sors, students, and guest chore-
ographers.

Featured choreographers 
include members of the faculty 
such as Sarah Hauss and Jill 
Patterson, guest choreographers 
Kemal Nance and Katy Becker, 
student choreographers Sami 
Heggem and Nicole McGuigan, 
as well as a few others who were 
facilitated through a special 
project run by Professor Michele 
Rusinko.

Associate Professor in Theatre 
and Dance Melissa Rolnick, 
explains that the title is an il-
lustration of a place of tension 
that dancers inhabit.

“We want to soar to the heav-
ens (and sometimes it actu-
ally feels as if we do), but re-
main earthly beings grounded 
in partnership with gravity.  
Therefore we remain in connec-
tion to both and are indeed the 
conduit between heaven and 
earth,” Rolnick said.

McGuigan is ecstatic to cho-
reograph alongside her pro-
fessors and demonstrate her 
passion in front of an audience.

“It’s a huge honor for a stu-
dent to be able to choreograph 

Brady Lass
Section Editor

for our spring dance concert 
because the show is meant to 
showcase the work of our fac-
ulty, so to be selected was very 
exciting! I love choreographing 
because I get to create a story or 
concept that the audience can 
enjoy and learn from. I don’t 
know how to answer how pas-
sionate I am with words. It is 
all I do and all I ever want to 
do. Dance is not only exhilarat-
ing to do and watch, it is also 
very therapeutic and visceral 
experience that is hard to get 
elsewhere,” McGuigan said.

Junior Mia Massaro has been 
dancing since she was three 

years old, and part of why she 
chose Gustavus was so that she 
could continue to dance through 
college. She believes people 
should come to the concert to 
experience how modern dance 
operates.

“I think that it is very impor-
tant for students to come see 
the show to be able to experi-
ence what modern dance is all 
about.  Modern dance is very 
different than normal dance 
recitals or dance competition, 
there is more of an emphasis 
put on the art of the dance’s 
composition, and the quality of 
the movements.  Students will 

enjoy the concert, just as they 
would enjoy any other theatri-
cal performance; the goal of 
performance is to captivate the 
audience, and each dance will 
do so in a very different way,” 
Massaro said.

The concert will offer a variety 
of dances, each with unique 
messages, themes, and context.

“There are many different 
types of dance pieces in this 
concert, some are very enter-
taining and humorous, others 
are political, or emotional. This 
concert will make you think, 
laugh, and maybe even cry,” 
McGuigan said. “I choreo-

graphed a piece called ‘In This 
Space’, which tries to explain 
why we think the way we do. 
Sometimes we are influenced 
by others to change the way we 
are and some people are very 
resistant to that change. How 
do the people in our lives affect 
us to change who we are? Some 
people are very rigid in their 
ways of thinking and others are 
more open-minded, and this 
dance work I created explores 
that.”

Rolnick believes this concert 
will allow anyone attending to 
embrace their inner dancer.

“Dance is integral to who we 
are as human beings. Everyone 
is a dancer someplace within 
themselves.  They might not 
know it as their dancer might 
be dormant, but the dancer lives 
within each of us.  It is our birth-
right.  The dance concert might 
just awaken the sleeping spirit 
and give it an opportunity to 
come out of the shadows.  Even 
though the audience will not be 
dancing, kinesthetic empathy 
is a real thing and will awaken 
the sleeping dancer within. We 
work because we love it and are 
compelled to create in the me-
dium that calls to us. Whether 
it be movement, material or 
light, we are committed- all of 
us to creating a thing of beauty,” 
Rolnick said.

“Between Heaven and Earth” 
will be presented at 8 p.m.  on 
March 17-18 and at 2 p.m on 
March 19 in Anderson Theatre.

Submitted

The Gustavus Dance Company soars to the skies

Students and faculty have been preparing all year for this concert presented by the Gustavus Dance Company.

Tales from

Anna Lund
Guest Writer

When I went to Japan, I 
wanted to have vari-
ous experiences and 

go to a new place every day. I 
also wanted to eat a variety of 
Japanese cuisine. 

I assumed that I would make 
friends, but I didn’t think about 
it too much before I went. I 
mainly wanted to make friends 
to go with trips on. Since my 
host family turned out to be 
very kind, I was able to go on 
many fantastic journeys with 
them, which certainly enhanced 
my experience.

The first time I went to Kyoto 
with friends was a blast. We 
visited a number of temples and 
shrines and learned a lot about 
traditional Japanese culture. 

I’ll never forget this trip be-
cause I met three new people 
who became my good friends 
over the course of the semester. 

I ate lunch with two of them 
every week. I went on a trip to 
Hiroshima with one of them. 
Because I saw them each week, 

I was able to have a fantastic 
student life at Kansai Gaidai. 

Along the way, I didn’t just 
make new companions. I was 
able to prove to myself that 
I could navigate around the 
country alone, but I definitely 
preferred to travel with others 
to places with gorgeous scenery 
like Osaka Castle. 

When I went to the Osaka His-
tory Museum by myself, I was 
able to read all of the exhibits. 
However, when I went with my 
friend, we could have a lot more 
fun while walking through the 
museum, as it felt more like a 
family vacation when I traveled 
with certain people.

Before I came to Japan, I was 
nervous about my host family. 
I didn’t know whether they 
would be strict, if I would have 
a curfew, or if they would expect 
me to do activities with them all 

the time. My host family turned 
out to be the best, and I learned 
a lot about Japanese culture 
from them.

My host mother did a tea cer-
emony for us once, and taught 
me how to whisk the tea prop-
erly as well as how to drink it. In 
October, we went to their tradi-
tional Japanese country house, 
along with a festival, where I 
got to try playing a taiko drum. 

My first trip to Osaka Castle 
was also with my host family 
the first weekend I was in Japan. 
My host mother made us lots 
of delicious food, and when I 
got sick, my host mother and 
father took care of me. I had 
many great experiences with my 
host family that I will cherish 
for the rest of my life, as they 
essentially became a second 
family to me.

Even though I arrived to Ja-
pan alone, I made a lot of new 
friends by the time I left. If I 
hadn’t met them and my host 
family, I can’t imagine what 
my Japanese experience would 
have been like. I’m glad I stud-
ied abroad because I was able 
to meet so many great people.

Abroad

Anna’s trip to Japan was filled with fun, food, friends, and family.
Submitted

“I’m glad I studied 
abroad because I was 
able to meet so many 

great people.”
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Get Out to see Jordan Peele’s masterpiece

Get Out is the directorial 
debut for Jordan Peele of 
Key & Peele fame. Featur-

ing rising talents such as Keith 
Stanfield, Allison Williams, 
and the main character Daniel 
Kaluuya, Get Out is not the film 
you’d expect to come out of a 
first time film director, or even 
a comedian for that matter. 

The film introduces us to the 
characters of Chris and Rose, 
(played by Daniel Kaluuya and 
Allison Williams, respectively) 
an interracial couple going to 
stay at her family’s house way 
in the woods. 

Tension arises when Chris 

Ben Keran
Staff Writer

realizes that Rose’s family is 
overtly defining him by racial 
stereotypes, and that both the 
gardener and the maid are act-
ing very suspicious. 

What at first seems like in-
nocent lack of racial awareness, 
slowly turns into something 
more sinister.

The suburbs are a trope of 
horror cinema because of their 
eerie familiarity and isolation. 
Get Out knows this, but uses it 
in a different way to comment 
on race. 

Here, the suburbs represent 
the fear of having no one to hear 
your screams, but also the fact 
that there are significantly less 
black people than the city where 
Chris resides. The suburbs, oc-
cupied mostly by white people, 
are unfamiliar and scary.

Get Out has no clear approach 
to any single genre; it manipu-
lates rules and clearly uses each 
genre to benefit it’s own story-
telling. 

To back up this fact, Rotten 
Tomatoes defines Get Out’s 
genre as: “Comedy, Horror, 

Mystery & Suspense.” But what 
these labels don’t really describe 
is that at the heart of the film, it 
is satire. 

From scathing critiques of 
passive racism to modern po-
lice racial profiling, not a single 
stone is left unturned. 

When a black character is 
attacked on screen within the 
first 5 minutes of the film and 
presented as the first character 
to fall victim to Peele’s world, 
we understand as the film pro-
gresses that this is no accident. 

This film is purposeful in not 
only of its critique of modern 
racism, but of modern horror’s 
passive racism as well. 

Among its many strengths, 
Get Out’s critiquing feels so 
unique and so watchable be-
cause of how it’s statements are 
in the details. 

The statements about racism 
are there if you look for them 
and, while you may be able to 
pick up on them thematically 
or in basic plot details, it’s the 
things you don’t notice right 
away that really strike a chord. 

When Chris is talking about 
his fears and Rose gets frustrat-
ed because he’s being weird, she 
is shutting him down, reducing 
his opinion and thoughts just 
like the rest of the family or 
friends. 

It parallels the real life trope 

of “mansplaining,” where a 
man feels as though he can ac-
curately describe what a woman 
feels like instead of an actual 
woman. Here, it’s subtle, and 
it’s less about gender than it is 
about race, but it’s definitely 
there. 

Similarly to this year’s Oscar-
winner for Best Picture Moon-
light, one of the most stunning 
parts of Get Out is how black 
skin is filmed using colorized 
lighting. 

There are some truly gut-
wrenching close-ups of Daniel 
Kaluuya’s face in which there 
is a blue hue surrounding his 
head, not only suggesting the 
horror of his situation, but how 
his situation has become other-
worldly. 

It’s a small detail that makes a 
world of difference, not only in 
how we are able to see our main 
character, but how it adds to our 

fear of his situation and to our 
real world ones. 

In addition to the help he’s 
getting from cinematographer 
Toby Oliver, Daniel Kaluuya’s 
emotional projection onto his 
character is outstandingly good. 
His contorting face leaves no 
question for the audience as to 
what he’s feeling or even what 
he’s thinking. 

Even in his subtler moments, 
Kaluuya’s portrayal of emo-
tional separation and impassiv-
ity toward his surroundings do 
not go unnoticed.

He is a master class in this role 
and it’s really wonderful to see 
such a new and powerful actor 
set to take his role among the 
Hollywood elite. 

Get Out may fly over some of 
our heads. It may seem like a 
movie that doesn’t understand 
what it’s doing or may come 
off like it is too on the nose to 
some of us. 

Some of us will get too fo-
cused on plot details or ir-
relevancies in the ending. For 
some of us, the film won’t be 
scary because it’s not relatable 
or ridiculous. As it turns out, 
Get Out is the movie for those 
people. It’s about empathy and 
race and gender and just about 
everything else. It’s fantastic. 

“Get Out” is the directorial debut of comedian Jordan Peele of “Key and Peele” fame. He became the first black writer-director to land a $100 million debut at the box office.
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“Daniel Kaluuya’s 
emotional projection 
onto his character is 
outstandingly good.”

“Among its many 
strengths, Get Out’s 

critiquing feels 
so unique and so 

watchable because 
of how it’s statements 

are in the details.”
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At a school where the values of community and 
faith are both prominent core values, many 
organizations aim to foster their existence. 

One of these organizations, Gustavus Youth 
Outreach, strives to share the word of Jesus Christ 
by engaging with youth ministry.

Gustavus Youth Outreach (GYO) serves the 
community by providing planning and support for 
church lock-ins and service projects. Taking teams 
of three to seven Gustavus students, GYO travels to 
churches throughout the region on “bookings.” These 
“bookings” often include songs, games, worship, 
bible studies, and skits with youth groups of all ages 
and sizes. 

“The first booking I led my first year was to a 
church in Cosmos, Minnesota. During this specific 
booking, one of my friends told the kids to propose 
to me for him with a toy ring. After the game, the 
kids at this church told us we should get married so 
we have been “GYO married” since March 2015. This 
story will stick with me for a while and I will never 
forget those kids and that church,” Matthew said.

In addition to serving churches around the area, 
GYO gives youth the opportunity to be servant 
leaders themselves.

“We have recently added a service component 
through Lutheran World Relief which allows us to 
serve more indirectly. We pack backpacks for kids 
in third-world countries so that they can have an 
equitable opportunity for education with quality 
supplies,” Junior Kristen Matthews said.

Operating beneath the Office of Church Relations, 
GYO’s main purpose is to serve the community and 
provide an opportunity for Christian youth ministry.

“GYO brings a way to serve to the Gustavus 
community. Our organization is one of the few that 
seeks to serve outside of the Gustavus community,” 
Matthews said.

Matthews is one of three GYO coordinators 

that lead the program and organize bookings. 
Matthews has been a part of GYO since her first 
year at Gustavus, and is now serving her third year 
in a leadership position. Also working alongside 
Matthews are Sophomore Matt Ouren and Junior 
Kelson Oram. 

“I joined GYO because I am passionate about 
helping youth through their years as high schoolers 
and middle schoolers. That was a tough time in my 
life and I jumped at the chance to help these youth 
through sharing my faith,” Ouren said. 

Ouren has been involved with GYO for the last 
two years. As a coordinator, he contacts interested 
churches, plans the bookings, and helps put the 
teams together.

“GYO enables me to practice and grow in my 
leadership and planning skills,” Ouren said.

Like many other service organizations on campus, 
GYO leaves lasting impacts on its volunteers.

“This organization fills me so deeply because we 
get to do outreach to kids and teach them about faith. 
The people in this organization bring so much joy to 
me. I have made so many lifelong friends through 
this organization and it keeps me energized when 
I am greeted with smiles and love. The community 
that this organization brings is unlike any other. I 
love that this organization seeks to serve because I 
think it is important to give back,” Matthews said.

With a variety of different service organizations 
on campus, GYO brings service, faith, and youth 
together to provide a unique opportunity for servant 
leadership.

“If you love Jesus and kids, Gustavus Youth 
Outreach is perfect for you,” Matthews said.  

Acting as servant leaders, role models, and 
counselors, the coordinators of GYO continue to 
serve the Gustavus community both on and off 
campus. 
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