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Students spend long hours in the weeks leading up to Christmas in Christ Chapel preformances rehearsing as the chapel is transformed to reflect the theme each year. Reverant Brian Konkol 
hopes that this will be the year that every show sells out. The show brings in more than a thousand people to the on campus preformance and thousands more Saturday night as the event is live-
streamed online.

Students assemble for annual 
Christmas concert

‘Ubuntu, Jesu’ narrates the journey of humankind
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Campus Safety Report

URGENT CARE

See us for*:
Sore Throats | Ear Infection | Minor Cuts or Bruises

Minor Burns | Sprains | Insect Bites | Bladder Infections
Rashes | Workplace Injuries

*list not all inclusive - all ages welcome - no appointment needed

Monday - Friday 3 p .m. - 10 p.m. | Weekends & Holidays 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Conveniently located on the River’s Edge Campus 
in the Specialty Clinic

1900 North Sunrise Drive | St. Peter
www.REHC.org

Starting Nov. 1

12 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Monday - Friday

8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday

12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Holidays

Wednesday, November 16 
Campus Safety was called to 

Sorensen Hall for a report of a 
suspicious odor. A candle policy 
violation was documented. 

Thursday, November 17 
Campus Safety was notified 

of a student injury that occurred 
outside Southwest Hall at 0200 
hours. The student had already 
coordinated their own transport 
to the hospital.

Campus Safety Director met 
with a student who reported her 
credit card stolen.  Case is under 
investigation. 

Campus Safety Director re-
ceived information from a third 

party regarding an attempted 
aggravated assault. The case is 
under investigation.

Campus Safety took a report 
of a student art project being 
stolen in the Arboretum. 

Campus Safety responded to 
a suspected drug violation in 
Pittman Hall. 

Friday, November 18 
Campus Safety received an 

online report from a Campus 
Security Authority of forcible 
fondling that occurred early in 
the current school year.  Case 
referred to Title IX Coordinator.

An online report was sub-
mitted about race-based bias-

related language being heard 
in Uhler Hall on November 15, 
2016. 

Saturday, November 19 
An online report was submit-

ted about writing on a white-
board seen in Sorensen Hall 
on October 30 that the reporter 
thought might be hurtful to a 
third party. 

Campus Safety and Residen-
tial Life responded to a student 
of concern in Norelius Hall. 
One student was referred to 
the campus conduct system for 
underage consumption. 

Campus Safety responded to 
student of concern in College 

View Apartments. One student 
was transported to the hospital 
by ambulance and referred to 
the campus conduct system for 
a 21 and over alcohol violation. 

Sunday, November 20 
Campus Safety took a report 

of personal property stolen from 
the Peterson House on Saturday, 
November 19.

Campus Safety and Resi-
dential Life responded to a 
suspected drug violation in 
Sorensen Hall. Two students 
were referred to the campus 
conduct system for possession 
of marijuana and paraphernalia. 

Campus Safety responded to 
a suspected drug violation in 
Uhler Hall. Two students were 
referred to the campus conduct 
system for possession of mari-
juana and paraphernalia.

An online reported was sub-
mitted about a group of uniden-
tified males in a vehicle yell-
ing gender-based bias-related 
language at a student before 
driving away. 

Monday, November 21
A Gustavus employee re-

ported the loss of campus keys. 
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In the past few weeks there 
have been announcements 
of extremely generous do-

nations made to Gustavus. Not 
only were two, four million 
dollar donations made, but  
Gustavus had the “best ever” 
and “wildly successful” Give 
To Gustavus Day according to 
Gustavus’ President Rebecca 
Bergman. 

As we move to the end of the 
fall semester of this academic 
school year we also enter the 
holiday season--perhaps the 
time of year where giving is 
highlighted the most. 

President Bergman reflect-
ed this in an incredible way 
through being at the helm of 
one of the four million dollar 
donations recently given to the 
college. 

In an interview with President 
Bergman it was emphasized just 
what the donation was made for 
and the inspiration behind.  

President Bergman outlined 
four major reasons why she and 
her husband, Tom Bergman, a 
practicing neurosurgeon, de-
cided to donate such a generous 
sum to Gustavus. 

The first endowment was 
given for “a professor in neuro-

science” because her husband 
was “inspired by neuroscience 
as an undergraduate” and “she 
is a civil engineer by trade, but 
Gustavus does not have a civil 
engineering department.” 

The second endowment is for 
“student and faculty research” 
because “both [President Berg-
man and her husband] had 
opportunities to be involved 
in research in their respective 
fields as undergraduates.” 

This in turn proved to be 
“critical in the decisions they 
made in their professions” and 
she believes that “it is important 
for students to have the chance 
to participate in this [opportu-
nity].”

Moreover, the third endow-
ment was given for a “scientific 
equipment fund.” It was given 
to this particular fund to “repair, 
replace, or [purchase] new sci-
entific equipment [for] our labo-
ratories.” President Bergman 
believes that this “goes hand in 
hand with [the] research experi-
ences” the second endowment 
was given for.

And, finally, the fourth en-
dowment’s purpose was to en-
hance the Gustavus Fund which 
is a “critical part of the college 
and philanthropy to the college 
because it supports scholars.” 

This belief proved to be true 
through her passionate delivery 

of the meaning behind each 
endowment and the gift in 
general. 

Another subject President 
Bergman feels strongly about 
is the Gustavus Acts Strategic 
Plan. This plan has three main 
components and a strong vision 
statement. The vision statement 
is as follows:

“Gustavus equips students 
to lead purposeful lives and to 
act on the great challenges of 
our time through an innovative 
liberal arts education of recog-
nized excellence.” 

In the Gustavus Acts Strategic 
Plan it states that “in order to 
achieve this vision, the Col-
lege commits to pursuing three 
equally important institutional 
goals over the next 10 years:

Diversify and expand the 
Gustavus community.

Deliver a distinctive and in-
tegrated liberal arts education.

Achieve financial, institu-
tional, and environmental sus-
tainability.”

President Bergman expressed 
her belief that each portion of 
the Gustavus Acts Strategic Plan 
is of equal importance at this 
point in time simply because 
it is so early in the process and 
each step will take different re-
sources to be successful. 

“A strategic plan is one of the 
most important responsibilities 

for an institution because it lays 
out the future,” Bergman said.

In regards to the three main 
goals specifically President 
Bergman described why she 
believed each one is incredibly 
important to the success of the 
Gustavus Acts Plan. 

When it comes to the goal 
the plan has to diversify and 
expand the Gustavus commu-
nity she states that the “intent 
behind the goal is to think about 
who we are in today’s climate 
and in the world of higher edu-
cation”.  

She believes it is important 
for Gustavus’ student body 
and faculty to begin to harbor 
more diversity so that it “more 
closely reflects the diversity of 
the world.” 

The intent of the first goal 
is to offer Gustavus’ students 
the type of education that will 
“truly prepare them for the 
world that they enter” upon 
graduation. 

Give to Gustavus Day proves to 
be a ‘wild success’

The second goal: to deliver 
a distinctive and integrated 
liberal arts education is focused 
on how Gustavus can best inte-
grate the overall experience of 
students into everyday life. 

As part of this President Berg-
man said that they [faculty] are 
looking at a revision of the cur-
riculum to better reflect what 
was stated in the aforemen-
tioned vision statement. 

“If we are truly looking at 
both of these outcomes we need 
to look at what happens [both] 
in and out of the classroom,” 
she said. 

And, the third goal of achiev-
ing financial, institutional, and 
environmental

sustainability is important be-
cause “every institution needs 
to have financial and institution-
al stability and it is essentially 
set up so that the future of the 
college is well planned and en-
acted in a way that guarantees 
success of this organization long 
into the future.”

President Bergman’s excite-
ment and enthusiasm about this 
is really based on the fact that 
she is seeing the strategic plan 
being part of conversations, in-
cluding board of trustees.

She believes that “it has be-
come already a rallying point 
for us as an institution which is 
what should happen.”

Ella Napton
Staff Writter

President Bergman donates four million dollars to Gustavus to help further academic success for sudents and the continued improvement of college structures. 

Bergman family donation furthers current reserch programs and 
provides foundational funding for science equiptment

Submitted

This belief proved to 
be true through her 

passionate delivery of 
the meaning behind 

each endowment and 
the gift in general. 
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Gustavus wins audit competition at Deloitte

Many companies visit 
Gustavus during the 
various career develop-

ment fairs to expose themselves 
to possible recruits. Deloitte, 
the industry-leading tax, audit 
and accounting firm, utilize a 
different approach. Every year, 
they organize case competitions 
as a way for students to get an 
inside look at Deloitte and get 
hands-on experience in dealing 
with real-life projects. Besides 
Gustavus, other compeating 
colleges such as Bethel, Con-
cordia-Moorhead and Luther 
was invited. 

Each school was assigned 
a different case to prepare a 
proper conclusion and account-
ing treatment.

This year, Emily Roose, Ezra 
Koetz, Habiba Jaji and Austin 
Warner were selected by the 
Economics and Management 
department. Koetz, currently 
wrapping up his undergraduate 
degree in public accounting, en-
joyed every bit of the experience 
at the multinational company.

“Everyone at Deloitte was 
friendly and helpful. They an-
swered all of our questions and 
gave us valuable advice. We 
stayed in a hotel the night before 
the presentation and Deloitte 
did a dinner with all of us that 
was delicious. It was also great 
to get to know the other team 
members, professors and De-
loitte employees. Our Deloitte 
advisor, Linda Bui, was a great 

resource and a really warm and 
friendly person,” Koetz said.

On top of that, Bui is a Gus-
tavus alumni. After earning her 
bachelor’s degree in 2013, she is 
now a CPA and spends her pro-
fessional time as an audit senior 
at Deloitte. Alongside Bui, two 
faculty members from Gustavus 
supervised the team in their cre-
ation of the case solution.

Former Deloitte Partner Rus-
sell Michaletz and Laura Bow-
yer were integral in the ini-
tiation process and helped the 
selected students get underway. 
This is the second consecutive 
year that Gustavus won this 
competition.

“Both last year and this, the 
students worked well together, 
balanced out the entire presen-
tation, all taking different parts 
when presenting. Considering 
the fact that they really knew 
the case after working on it for 
a month, they did a great job 
answering questions that were 
given to them. No one person 
dominated in answering ques-
tions and the [Deloitte] partners 
saw that they knew all the ma-
terial as they were able to give 
answers questions that another 
teammate may have spoken 
about during the presentation,” 
Bowyer said.

Roose, also a public account-
ing major, didn’t have Deloitte 
on her radar before the com-
petition. The scale of the com-
pany was discouraging, and 
she envisioned herself working 
somewhere smaller. However, 
spending time in their offices 
changed her mind.

“My experience at Deloitte 

was amazing. They treated 
us well, fed us, gave us tours 
and advice on how to become 
successful auditors, as well as 
presentation advice. I’m going 
to take away many professional 
business skills, such as how to 
network, how to dress and act 
professionally, and to be confi-
dent in business setting it was 
also interesting to see how much 
depth goes into each case,” 
Roose said.

Deloitte is not an unusual 
place for Gustavus alumni to 
end up. They have a strong 
tradition of offering jobs to stu-
dents who do well in the case 

competitions. 
“All four students that com-

peted last year received job 
offers from Deloitte. They are 
all seniors this year and all but 
one accepted the offer to go  
work there. This is a recruit-
ing tool that Deloitte uses. We 
are a small school to them so 
they do not actively recruit on 
our campus, and they see this 
as a unique way to look at our 
students for career opportuni-
ties with Deloitte. All of our 
students that won this year will 
be invited to go through their 
interview process for either in-
ternships or full time positions,” 

Bowyer said.
Just like it did with Roose, 

Deloitte made its way into the 
scope of possible future em-
ployers for Koetz. Although 
his mother works in downtown 
Minneapolis, this was the first 
time he had seen the business-
side of the Twin Cities. 

 “I enjoyed seeing what it’s 
like to work downtown. I would 
like to go into public accounting 
and see where that leads, and 
now I am definitely thinking 
about Deloitte as a possible 
future employer,” Koetz said. 

Philip Evans
Managing Editor

Creative Commons

In downtown Minneapolis, Deloitte has one of their biggest offices. I enjoyed seeing what it’s like to work downtown. I would like to go into public accounting and see where that leads, 
and now I am definitely thinking about Deloitte as a possible future employer,” Koetz said. 

Creative Commons

From left to right, Habiba Jaji, Austin Warner, Emily Roose and Ezra Koetz made up the team that won the audit 
competition at Deloitte.



variety page 5Editor Brady Lass

Sylvia Michels

GUSTIE  of the   
WEEK

Josh Monson
Staff Writer

Caroline Probst

In her time outside of the classroom, Sylvia works in the nursing department and sings in the Choir of Christ Chapel.

Caroline Probst

Sylvia is known as a caring person who has an positive impact on the com-
munity.

Whether it was on stage, 
in class, or just around 
campus, at some point 

you have likely seen the talent-
ed and radiantly joyful Sylvia 
Michels, and felt a little better 
about your day. It’s a real chal-
lenge to catch her when she isn’t 
smiling, or intently focused on 
her work; she is often doing 
both.

Sylvia is a senior theatre hon-
ors major who keeps herself 
very involved at Gustavus. 
She has worked in the nurs-

ing department all of her four 
years, is a singer in the Choir of 
Christ Chapel, an active mem-
ber of the resident social justice 
theatre troop I Am We Are, and 
practically lives in the theatre 
building for various classes and 
activities.

“She involves herself, not out 
of pressure, but because she has 
so many things she wants to 
accomplish and so many things 
she wants to see being done on 
this campus and beyond. It’s 
inspiring,” her friend and fellow 
theatre major Andy Lupinek 
said. 

Lupinek has worked exten-

sively with Sylvia during their 
time together here, which in-
cludes acting as Co-President of 
Chapel Choir with her, and the 
two co-facilitating I Am We Are.

Between classes and perfor-
mances, Sylvia packs a lot of 
time and effort into the theatre 
department every semester, 
which she loves doing thanks 
to the people she works with.

 “You don’t get to pick your 
family—but you get to pick 
theatre, and I think that makes it 
better than family,” Sylvia said.  

Lupinek thinks that  Sylvia’s 
exuberent positivity has  a large 
impact on those around her.                              

“She cares so deeply about 
other people, and it radiates off 
of her,” Lupinek said. “Her en-
ergy is infectious, and her love 
is overflowing.”

The love that she has for oth-
ers is apparent in the friend-
ships she has. Fellow senior and 
longtime friend Sadie LaPlante 
has a difficult time determining 
her favorite memory from her 
times with Sylvia.

“How do I just pick one? I 
have way too many favorite 
memories with her to just pick 
one,” LaPlante said.

Lupinek recounted one of his 
fondest times spent with her 
from freshman year. 

“A group of friends stayed 
up all night to watch the Blood 
Moon. I remember watching 
romantic comedies and playing 
games. It was so effortlessly fun 
with Sylvia there, I loved every 
second of it,” Lupinek said

One particularly remarkable 
part of Sylvia’s experience at 
Gustavus actually took place 
very far from it, during her 
semester abroad in India in the 
fall semester of her junior year.

“I want to have a positive im-
pact on the world, to let the op-
portunity pass by would have 
felt wrong,” Sylvia said. “What 
even is the world? I wanted 
to get to know someone else’s 
corner of it.”

In all of her various adven-
tures and challenges, Sylvia is 
never one to hit a wall. 

“She radiates composure, 

which is not to say that she does 
not experience stress, but rather 
she handles the stressors in her 
life with grace and organiza-
tion,” LaPlante said.

As someone who has done 
so much for the Gustavus com-
munity and those around her, 
Sylvia’s advice could be worth-
while to underclassmen. 

“Make it a priority to qual-
ify yourself. YOU are good 
enough,” Sylvia said. 

She advises students to not 
always compare themselves to 
others. 

“Don’t worry about trying to 
be a Gustie. YOU are constantly 
defining and stretching what 
being a Gustie is,” she said.

Lupinek thinks this campus 
is blessed to have such a kind, 
fun-loving and wise young 
woman. 

“When I think of what it 
means to be a Gustie, I think 
of Sylvia. She embodies what 
Gustavus strives to be,” Lu-
pinek said.

“Don’t worry about 
trying to be a Gustie. 
YOU are constantly 

defining and stretching 
what being a Gustie is.”

—Sylvia Michels
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The Hillstrom Museum of Art presents ‘Action!’

Sports, music, and dance 
come together in the new 
colorful exhibit at the Hill-

strom Museum of Art: Action! 
The Anatomy of LeRoy Neiman’s 
Champions.

Organized by The LeRoy Nei-
man Foundation, New York, 
with the Louisiana State Uni-
versity Museum of Art in Baton 
Rouge, the new gallery presents 
Gustavus with over 70 works by 
Neiman.

“It is nice because LeRoy Nei-
man was born in Minnesota. It’s 
cool to see a Minnesotan and his 
works featured here for every-
one to see,” Music Performance 
Major Stephanie Peterson said.

LeRoy Neiman is known for 
his use of colorful, abstract sport 
figure paintings.

“I like the variety. There is 
a whole lot of color, it stands 
out from the previous exhibit,” 
Peterson said. 

LeRoy has taken inspira-
tion from his teacher, Clement 
Haupers, figure art to the next 
level by being able to instantly 
capture the human body whilst 
in motion. 

“In general, it is different from 
what I have seen in the last four 

Kayla Cardenas
Staff Writer

years,” Geography and Envi-
ronmental Studies Major Dani-
elle Olson said. “It definitely has 
a very historical value where it 
touches on many decades, espe-
cially the piece Tyson vs Spinks in 
Atlantic City, 1988.”

Some of the many football 
pieces featured such as Joe Mon-
tana, 1989 and Lawrence Taylor 
Grabs Herschel Walker, 1990 are 
standouts in the whole gallery. 

Bruce Jenner at the Montreal 

Olympic Stadium, 1976 is a more 
well-known piece of the Olym-
pic sport paintings, featuring 
the athlete that would become 
Caitlyn Jenner. 

Of all the tennis pieces, the 
most abstract eye-catching 
artwork is of the iconic sisters 
of tennis: Venus and Serena Wil-
liams, 2002. 

 “There are different sports 
going on and a few pieces fo-
cused around music,” Peterson 

said. 
You can see Miles Davis at Av-

ery Fisher Hall, 1981 and Leonard 
Bernstein, Rehearsal Lincoln Cen-
ter, 1968 in this exhibit. Along 
with Peterson and Olson’s fa-
vorite piece, Big Band, 2006. 

“I am a big fan of the charcoal 
pieces,” Olson said. “I think it 
takes a lot of talent but also you 
can get a lot from the black and 
white like this Big Band piece 
which expresses a lot with very 

minimal amount of tools.”
One can see the decades of 

dance in this exhibit. LeRoy 
Neiman takes you from Twist 
at Chex Regine, 1961 to Bolshoi 
Ballerinas, Moscow, 1968 to Afro 
Dancers, 1973.

Action! The Anatomy of LeRoy 
Neiman’s Champions is on view 
from Nov. 21, 2016 through Jan. 
27, 2017.  The Hillstrom regu-
lar hours are 9:00am- 4:00pm 
and weekends hours are 1:00- 
5:00pm. Those that have seen 
the exhibit so far describe Nei-
man’s work as open to all in-
terests.

“The way he depicts things is 
very accessible for anyone who 
comes in,” Peterson said.

“It definitely touches on a 
bunch of different things that 
a lot of people can relate too,” 
Olson said.

History major Preston Schlu-
eter agrees with Olson. 

“Hillstrom always presents 
worthwhile exhibits regardless 
of whatever the subject mat-
ter is. Everything is presented 
with an eye on the artist’s larger 
implications within the field of 
art. Specifically, this particular 
exhibit should be interesting as 
this is the work of a Minnesotan 
artist with a broad topic that 
should engage many people.”

The new Hillstrom exhibit features gorgeous paintings of some of the most iconic athletes ever to compete.
Caroline Probst

Bridget Jones’s Baby is not your average chick flick

Bridget Jones’s Baby stars 
Renée Zellweger as the 
titular Bridget Jones. 

Throughout the course of the 
story, Bridget has sex with a 
former lover and a new interest, 
only to find out that she is preg-
nant. The major plotline focuses 
on the big question: Which of 
the two men is the actual father? 
Is it the old standby with the 
history? Or is it the newer and 
younger flame? 

What comes across from the 
trailers is a movie full of cliché, 
tacky one-liners and annoying 
characters. 

It can safely be reported, that 
Bridget Jones’s Baby falls into nei-
ther of these presupposed traps. 
The dialogue is witty, with alot 
of fun little insights into what 
characters may really be like, or 
may be feigning in order to win 
Bridget’s hand. 

The two men, while clearly 
a marketing trap for women 
of all ages to come and see the 
film, are well thought-out and 

Ben Keran
Staff Writer

charmingly wonderful. 
They come off as honest por-

trayals of two different men 
both confronting a point in their 
lives that can either be defining 
or defeating. 

As an audience member, you 
don’t necessarily pity Bridget 
having to choose between the 
two of them. The idea of it is 
something that most can relate 
to either in fantasy or in more 
applicable choices such as what 
to have for dessert. You’re not 
going to regret choosing one, 
but you wish you didn’t have to. 

Another part of Bridget Jones’s 
Baby that really struck me was 
the premise. 

With a seemingly similar 
plotline to an episode of The 
Bachelorette, Bridget Jones’s Baby 
may put off a more critically 
thinking audience due to a fear 
that there will not be any depth 
to this idea. 

However, the premise feels 
organic; Bridget comes off as her 
own person, being able to ex-
plore her sexuality comfortably 
without judgment. Of course, 
this results in pregnancy, but 
the consequences are not one 
of negativity and there is never 
any real thought of (outside of 
the ultimate choice) the preg-
nancy being a problem. 

This is a refreshing take in 
a genre mostly pegged for 
sticking to long-standing film 
confines of how a woman is 
supposed to act and what she is 
supposed to be like, especially 
within the romantic comedy 
genre.

As far as the acting is con-
cerned, Renée Zellweger plays 

the part well, being confident 
in her age and exploring what 
it means to have grown old but 
still maintain self-beauty. 

That being said, Zellweger’s 
somewhat obvious plastic sur-
gery runs against this portrayal, 
but as the audience becomes 
more comfortable with the 
characters and world of the 
film, it becomes less and less of 
a problem. 

Patrick Dempsey plays the 
charming and sarcastic Jack 
with precision. He seems to 
knowingly address the camera 
with his self-confidence in his 
sex appeal to the female audi-
ence. 

Colin Firth’s Mark also has 
an awkward charm and seems 
to be someone who is well-
intentioned in his quest for 
Bridget’s love. 

If I had to make any com-
plaint, I’d say that overall, the 
movie is a little plain in how 
it’s shot. 

It seems that in modern popu-
lar film, a candy gloss coat is 
necessary for anything to be 
believable. There are a lot of 
over-lighted scenes, visible 
applications of makeup, and 
hastily designed sets. 

The film may have a believ-
able story, but it feels as though 
the film wants us to believe it 
is like a fairytale. It feels a little 
insincere, and honestly, it comes 
off as though it really doesn’t 
care about its own audience. 

In conclusion, I’d say that 
Bridget Jones’s Baby may seem 
like it’s specifically targeted 
toward a female audience, and 
it is, but that doesn’t mean that 

any men who end up in the 
theater won’t at least enjoy 
parts or all of the movie. It’s a 

really decent romantic comedy 
with enough fun for most or all 
people to enjoy.

 

Despite the tacky trailer, Bridget Jones’s Baby succeeds with a story that can 
appeal to multiple demographics.

Creative Commons
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Tales from

Ian McKeag
Guest Writer

January 3rd, 2016. This day 
marks the beginning of a 
trip full of rainy days, sur-

real experiences, phenomenal 
fellowship, and a period of my 
life only describable as grand. 

I don’t plan on giving you a 
life-revelation here. I won’t even 
tell you that a college experience 
is incomplete without studying 
abroad. I will try to amuse you, 
if only briefly, by describing the 
absolute riot that was Ireland. 

Almost a year ago now, I 
boarded a plane at MSP and 
reverse-boarded at DUB—Dub-
lin, Ireland. 

The flight to Dublin was ex-
actly what you would expect 
from it; cramped, long, and just 
uncomfortable enough to make 
it difficult to sleep. I finished up 
Slaughterhouse-Five, and then 
dozed off to the Best of John Wil-
liams, which American Airlines 
so kindly provided to me.

 Dublin Airport was dead 
quiet when I got there. I ex-
pected quite the line up in the 
Non-EU Passport line, but there 
were only three people, and I 
got through within ten minutes 
of unloading the plane. 

Without too much trouble, I 
found my orientation group and 
was transported to our orienta-
tion hotel. 

I knew that I needed to force 
myself to stay awake otherwise 
the jetlag would cause me to re-

main tired throughout the week, 
so I sat around. Went through 
my luggage. Took a long show-
er. Removed my contacts. And 
it was only 7:00 PM at this point. 
I swear Dublin had a method of 
slowing down time… or making 
me more efficient. 

Regardless, I finally settled 
down, clean and refreshed, and 
watched the movie In Bruges.

Within a few short days, 
after our new-to-Ireland-here’s-
how-not-to-die orientation, we 
snagged a bus and began our 
grueling ride across the entire 
country. 

It took two and a half hours. 
The first few days in Galway 
were a blur. I toured NUI Gal-
way, dealt with pelting rain, 
looked at class modules, tried to 
create a schedule, found count-
less churches, ran all about the 
town, and saw countless dogs 
off leashes. 

This was also about the time 
I discovered my true love in 
Ireland: The Dough Bros. 

Dough Bros is one of, if not 
the best, pizza places I have 
ever eaten in. Dough must be 
used within three days, and all 
of their pizzas are made as 11’’ 
circles of heaven. No larges, no 
mediums, no tavern-style; just 
one size and one style, custom-
ized however you like it.

Traveling around Ireland was 
a breeze. Because tourism is an 
integral part of the economic 
environment, tour companies 
have made themselves incred-
ibly accessible to everyone—

students included. 
Within a week of being in 

Ireland, I had plans to visit the 
Cliffs of Moher, Kylemore Abby, 
and the Aran Isles. 

But it wasn’t always the Re-
public of Ireland I traversed; 
I spent time in Northern Ire-
land, Belgium, Barcelona, and 
Budapest. These trips were 
where the true spontaneity of 
the world around me began to 
shine through.

Over the weekend of Febru-
ary 5th, I took a weekend trip 
to Bruges, Belgium, with an en-
clave of study-abroad students I 
had become familiar with.

And what a gorgeous city 
it is. The whole city of Bruges 
has been declared an historical 

landmark, and therefore cannot 
be modified, so the entire city 
remains aesthetically the same 
way it did in medieval times.

It has been described time 
and time again as a fairy-tale 
town. That’s not an inaccurate 
description. 

After thoroughly enjoying 
waffles (naturally), we swung 
over to a little Italian restau-
rant, and then a hidden pub in 
Bruges called de Garre, which is 
famous for its house beer, Tripel 
de Garre, served only in the little 
tucked away public house off 
one of the main squares.

This brief recap doesn’t even 
begin to scratch the surface of 
my time abroad. 

Looking back to last year 

Abroad

brings to mind a cacophony of 
memories from the short four* 
months I spent living on the 
Emerald Isle. 

However, if I were to be prod-
ded into describing the most 
important aspects, I would be 
hard pressed not to mention 
the companions I met along the 
journey. 

From fellow Americans study-
ing abroad to the Irish homestay 
dog that took tea with everyone 
else, to my zany tour guide in 
the caves of Budapest, my expe-
rience was molded and shaped 
by these people. 

It was never about the loca-
tion. It was about the people.

Ian had the wonderful opportunity to traverse the breathtaking cliffs of Ireland. One of his favorite quotes from the 
trip was “It’s hard to sit down outside and relax here... because of the rain”.

Submitted

Ian’s trip took him to a number of places with rich historical and cultural background behind them, including St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Submitted
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Bricks versus Clicks
How online retailers are re-shaping Black Friday shopping

Friday, November 25 marked the 
start of the year’s biggest shopping 
holiday, an occasion which has 

now stretched into a 4-day shopping 
frenzy. With the addition of days 
like “Small Business Saturday,” and 
“Cyber Monday,” many retailers offered 
discounts well into the beginning of this 
week. 

Online shopping reached new records, 
with consumers spending a total of $1.2 
billion from their phones and tablets 
and $3.34 billion overall (Forbes 2016). 
In fact, this year about 10 million more 
American consumers shopped online 
for Black Friday deals. 

“I love bargain shopping in general. I 
love finding good deals or sales, using 
coupons, thrift store hunting, stuff like 
that. Finding ways to save money has 
almost become a fun hobby, so Black 
Friday is the perfect occasion to go all 
out,” Sophomore Lucy Nelson said.

With the rise in personal technology 
usage combined with the convenience of 
online shopping, it is no wonder more 
consumers are shopping online.

“It’s just easier, honestly. It’s hard 
to justify waking up at 2:00 a.m. and 
standing in line for two hours to buy 
something that I could just as easily buy 
online,” Senior Alex Nelson said.

Though this year ’s Black Friday 
weekend was unseasonably warm, the 

like you have to dig and dig through 
mounds of clothes or electronics or 
whatever, all while surrounded by 300 
other people,” Sciammas said.

Many others have mirrored this 
general distaste for the craze found in 
so many stores on Black Friday.

“It honestly takes the fun out of 
shopping - getting kneed in the back, 
standing in one line for 45 minutes, 
pushing through the hoards of people,” 
Alex Nelson said. 

Practicality also factors into shopping 
methods.

“Quite a few people say that stores 
offer far better deals in store, but now 
that Cyber Monday has become the 
event that it has, that concern hardly 
seems to be true anymore,” Sciammas 
said. 

This online shift can be attributed to 
many different factors.

“It’s pretty obvious, but since the rise 
in mobile phone use, online activity in 

lowest record temperature during the 
Thanksgiving season was 60 degrees 
below, leaving weather an unpredictable 
factor in the shopping festivities.

 “You know, it’s funny, having 
grown up in California, I never had to 
consider the cold as a factor in Black 
Friday shopping. Now that I’ve moved 
to Minnesota, it’s way too cold for me 
to ever brave the outdoors,” Senior Eli 
Sciammas said.

Aside from weather, the chaos is a 
reason many people have opted to shop 
online.

“You hear all these horror stories about 
people being stabbed and trampled, and 
of course, you think that will never 
happen at my store, but it certainly 
doesn’t make me want to get up early 
and brave the crowd if I have another 
option,” Lucy Nelson said.

Danger aside, sheer chaos alone is a 
deterrent for many.

“It’s just annoying now. Maybe it’s 
because I’m older now, but I just get so 
irritated, sweaty, and frustrated. It feels 

Mikayla Kvittem-Barr
Features Editor

“It’s just easier, honestly. 
It’s hard to justify waking up 

at 2:00 a.m. and standing 
in line for two hours to buy 
something that I could just 

as easily buy online.”
- Alex Nelson ‘17

BUYING ON THE 

INTERNET

“I think a lot of the shift to 
online shopping happened 

after Amazon came into 
play. They really dominated 

ecommerce business and 
forced other retailers to up 

their online game.”
- Lucy Nelson ‘17

general has shot up. You can do virtually 
everything from your mobile device 
today, so it almost seems stupid not to 
take advantage of that convenience,” 
Lucy Nelson said.

Industry competition is also a relevant 
influencer.

“I think a lot of the shift to online 
shopping happened after Amazon 
came into play. They really dominated 
ecommerce business and forced other 
retailers to up their online game,” Alex 
Nelson said.

Some speculate that an overall shift 
in cultural priorities has influenced this 
slide to online shopping.

“It’s a cliche, but everyone is always 
too busy now. Society is known for going 
too fast, being too busy, and always in a 
rush. I think that, coupled with a rise in 
technology, leads consumers to believe 
they just don’t have the time. No one 
wants to waste their time,” Sciammas 
said.

Whatever the reason may be, online 
shopping has entirely changed the way 
retailers are doing business now and in 
the future.

“Instead of standing in line with 200 
people waiting to grab that discounted 
TV, you’re sitting in front of your screen 
while 600 other people sit in front of 
theirs, all waiting to push ‘Buy.’ Black 
Friday has completely changed, and 
that’s okay,” Sciammas said.

Now that online shopping has 
exceeded store shopping, it will be 
interesting to see what stores change 
their marketing efforts and overall 
business plans in order to accomodate to 
consumers’ preferances and demands. 

 

“Instead of standing in line 
with 200 people waiting to 

grab that discounted TV, 
you’re sitting in front of 

your screen while 600 other 
people sit in front of theirs, 
all waiting to push ‘Buy’.”

- Eli Sciammas ‘17

200 million people took 
part in some form of 

Black Friday shopping
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Consumers spent 
over $3.34 billion 
on Black Friday, 
Small Business 

Saturday, 
and 

Cyber 
Monday

The 
average 
Black 
Friday 

shopper 
spent

$186.33
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An estimated 108 million 
Americans shopped 

online 
over the 
long Black 
Friday 
weekend

81% of Internet 
users have 

purchased a 
product 

online
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Clothing 
has become the 
leading product 
in online sales


