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Gustavus mourns the loss of longtime professor
Terry “T.J.” Morrison taught at Gustavus for 37 years

Nicholas Pemberton
Staff Writer

P

rofessor of math, computer science, and statistics Terry “T.J.” Morrison
died on Thursday, October 8.
Morrison, who was often called
T.J. by students, was 68 and had
taught at Gustavus since 1978.
He passed away at Mayo Clinic
Health System in Mankato. A
memorial service was held on
Thursday, October 15 at Christ
Chapel.
Morrison was teaching at
Gustavus as of Spring 2015 before his brief battle with cancer
that prevented him from teaching this fall.
“In spring he was feeling
pretty poorly. He thought he
had pneumonia and he found
out over the summer that he
actually had cancer. He kept
getting weaker; at first when he
found out he had cancer he was
kind of hoping he could beat
it and be teaching right now
but it didn’t work out that way
obviously” Professor of Mathematics, Computer Science, and
Statistics Ron Reitz said.
Morrison’s friends and colleagues remarked on his commitment to being a great educator.
“He was somebody who
thought deeply about lots of
things, but he thought really
hard about being a really good
teacher. That meant a lot to
him and he has supported
everybody else in the department when they wanted to
try something new. It may not
have even been something he
would be interested in doing in
the classroom but he was inter-

ested in supporting people in
trying things that would make
them become better teachers”
said Professor of Mathematics,
Computer Science, and Statistics Tom LoFaro.
“Very understanding, extremely patient with his students and with his friends for
that matter, and a great listener”
said Professor of Mathematics
and Computer Science and Statisitcs Jeff Rosoff, who retired
after the Spring 2015 Semester.

“He was somebody
who thought deeply
about lots of things,
but he thought really
hard about being a really good teacher.”
—Tom LoFaro
Gustavus President Rebecca
Bergman wrote in an email to
the Gustavus community: “Described by colleagues as “the
rock of the MCS department”
and “extremely supportive of
his students,” Terry was known
for his ability to unite his passion for theory with the skill
set necessary to teach complex
concepts to generations of Gustavus students”
“Terry could have done many
occupations very well but he
was born to be a professor”
said Reitz.
Morrison was born on July 22,
1947 in Eugene, Oregon. His
parents are Earl E. and Lois B.
(Morgan) Morrison. He has two

Terry ‘TJ’ Morrison was a professor of Math and Computer Science at Gustavus.

living brothers, Kim and Dale.
He was preceded in death by
his father but his mother is still
living.
Morrison’s other living family members include his wife
Kathleen (married for 45 years),

his daughters Cheri Watts and
Gedam Azeze, his grandchildren, Alexander Watts, Emenet
Sime and Marcos Sime;., as
well as nieces, nephews and
extended family.
Morrison’s schooling com-

Submitted

prises of the University of Oregon, Southern Oregon College
and the University of Florida.
He went on to receive his Ph.d.
in Mathematics at Kent State
University in Kent, Ohio.
Morrison received the Swen-

Anonymity online continues to cause problems

T

Melissa Saholt
Staff Writer

he great Yik Yak debate
refreshed itself once again
this year.
According to a campus-wide
email sent out in late September,
a student posted a threat to the
app, Yik Yak, that read something along the lines of,
“During this fire alarm would
be the perfect time for a school
shooting.”
According to Carol Brewer,
Director of Campus Safety, an
alumni first noticed the post
and reported it to Yik Yak, upon
which it was subsequently removed.
Campus safety was then noti-

fied about the post.
In response to the threat,
Campus Safety surveyed the
campus and determined that
the threat had no longer existed.
They then had sent out an email
to all of the students and faculty
describing the incident along
with providing a link of tips
about what to do in a school
shooting.
Gustavus is just one of many
colleges across the nation where
Yik Yak is used to post threats.
According to a Washington
Post article, school shooting
threats have been made on
other campuses such as Penn
State, Drake University, and
Emory University. The same
article mentioned that at Mary
Washington University, posts

specifically targeted a group of
feminist students.
The anonymous app has been
a point of fierce debate among
students since last year’s Female
and Male Power Hour in the
workout room received heavy
criticism. The end of Building
Bridges particularly sparked
controversy when several of
the organization’s leaders were
threatened. As a result, last year
a student formed organization
was created, Students Against
Yuk or SAY, that encouraged
students to think twice about
what they’re anonymously
posting via Yik Yak.
Other anonymous social media platforms such as Gustavus
Love Confessions or Gustavus
Bananas, keep it safe and appro-

priate with humor and compliments, Yik Yak should take more
after them instead of a place of
insults and negativity.
Consequently,because of the
dispute, a number of students
have deleted the app from their
phones, including Sophomore
Ellen Kneeskern and several of
her friends.
“The app promotes anonymous bullying and violence.
People can say whatever
they want because they can’t
see the consequences that
follow.”Kneeskern said.
The fact that no change occurred after the threats last
year reinforced that students
are protected by the anonymity.
“Students just see anything
they post as being funny. The

school shooting threat was not
funny.” Kneeskern said.

“The app promotes
anonymous bullying
and violence. People
can say whatever they
want because they
can’t see the consequences that follow.”
—Ellen Kneeskern
However, in conrast, Sophomore Ezra Koetz has decided to
keep the app.
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Campus Safety Report
Monday, October 5
● Campus Safety responded to a medical assist in Beck Hall, the student was
transported to Health Service.
Tuesday, October 6
● A Collegiate Fellow responded to an
alcohol violation in Norelius Hall involving one student.
● Campus Safety responded to a medical assist at Health Service for a student
injury that occurred the previous evening in Schaefer Fine Arts Music.

● Campus Safety responded to a medical assist at the Lund Center.
Wednesday, October 7
● Campus Safety reported damage
to a College-owned vehicle on College
grounds.
● Campus Safety responded to a student of concern in the Jackson Campus
Center.

Thursday, October 8
● Campus Safety responded to a false
fire alarm in Uhler Hall. A pull station
was activated by an unknown person.
● Campus Safety investigated a suspicious circumstance at the Chapel View
Townhomes. A front door thought to be
locked was found open.
● Campus Safety took a report of theft
of College-owned property on College
grounds. Two pedestrian crossing signs
and a cone had been taken from Campus
Drive. The property was later recovered
and four students were referred to the
campus conduct system.
Friday, October 9
● Campus Safety responded to an alcohol violation on College grounds. Five
students were referred to the campus
conduct system for underage consumption and one for underage possession.
Saturday, October 10
● A Collegiate Fellow responded to
a noise and possible alcohol violation
in College View Apartments involving
five students.
● Campus Safety responded to a suspicious circumstance in Schaefer Fine
Arts. A student was found sleeping in a
closed building.
● Campus Safety responded to a medical assist on College grounds outside
Olin Hall.
● Campus Safety responded to a medical assist in the Jackson Campus Center.
● Campus Safety responded to an alcohol violation and concern for a student
on College grounds. One student was
sent to the campus conduct system for
underage consumption of alcohol and
failure to comply with a College official.
The student was transported by ambulance to the St Peter Hospital.
Sunday, October 11
● Campus Safety responded to a fire
alarm in Norelius Hall. A pull station was
activated by an unknown person.
● Campus Safety responded to an
alcohol violation on College grounds.
One student was referred to the campus
conduct system for underage consumption and possession of alcohol.

● Campus Safety responded to a verbal
altercation in Sorensen Hall involving
one student and one non-student.
● Residential Life responded to a student of concern in Uhler Hall.
● Campus Safety responded to an alcohol violation on College grounds. One
student was referred to the campus conduct system for underage consumption.
Note: Case dispositions are available
online by viewing the daily crime log on
the Campus Safety web page: https://
gustavus.edu/safety/incidents/index.
php
Tip of the Week:
Emergency Response Procedure posters are posted in academic buildings and
classrooms. Please review for emergency
responses to different kinds of possible
emergencies - medical emergency, fire,
tornado, violent behaviors, weapons on
campus, or bomb threats.
This information is also available on
the Campus Safety web page:
www.gustavus.edu/safety/
The Campus Safety web page has
training videos online on the following
topics:
•Shots Fired On Campus: Guidance
for Surviving an Active Shooter
•SituationCommon Sense DefenseControlling Behavior
•Everyday Safety
•Protect Your Possessions and Identity
•Stalking
•Student Assaults
•Safe Travel
Campus Safety is reachable 24-hours a
day at 507-933-8888 if you ever have any
safety concerns.
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‘TJ Morrison’ continued
from page 1

‘Yik Yak’ continued from
page 1

son-Bunn Memorial Award for Teaching Excellence by his 1998. He wrote
Functional Analysis: An Introduction to
Banach Space Theory, which was published in 2001.

“Interesting debates and perspectives
came up that I wouldn’t have known
about without Yik Yak” Koetz said.
He also pointed out that not all of the
discussions are bad. Some can even be
amusing quips.

“Very understanding, ex“Interesting debates and
tremely patient with his
perspectives came up that I
students and with his friends
wouldnt have known about
for that matter, and a great
without Yik Yak”
listener.”
		
—Ezra Koetz
—Jeff Rosoff

Cameron McDonald

He taught at the University of Addis Ababa in Ethiopia and has traveled
throughout Europe and Africa. He was
active in A. A. U. P., the American Association of University Professors.
Morrison was also a semiprofessional
baseball pitcher in his younger years.
He was a member of the Red Men Club
in St. Peter. Morrison’s peers spoke of
his wide-ranging set of talents and interests has received praise for his skills
in needlework, golf, tennis, as well as
his dedication to reading, sports, art
and mathematics . Since spring of 1999,
Morrison has taught 17 different classes.
He taught The Nature of Math 25 times
in that period.

“I really enjoyed the pun session last
year.” Koetz added.
Due to the controversy over Yik Yak,
the idea of geofencing, or blocking students from using Yik Yak, was suggested.
But while geofencing may block a few
individuals from speaking their minds,
it will not solve the problem. The decision to use the app for threats or fun is
completely up to the students. The heart
of the issue lies in the community of
students on Yik Yak. Instead of criticizing the app, focus on the people hiding
behind it.
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23 year old Gustavus Alum passes unexpectedly

O

Deven Kelley
News Editor

n Wednesday Sept. 30,
2015 Gustavus alum,
Miles Robert Wilson of
Spring Park, passed away during work after he unexpectedly
collapsed. A memorial service
was held on Wednesday Oct. 7
at Calvary Memorial Church.

I’m going to miss having him next to me in
the car on the way to
the rink.”
—Tommy Lundquist
Wilson, only twenty-three
and a 2014 Gustavus graduate,
earned his B.A. in geography
all while keeping busy playing
hockey, riding motocross and
hanging out with his friends.
For 3 years Wilson worked for
the DNR water conservation
department and, most recently,
started his new job at Manor
Concrete. He was successful
right out of college, but that
wasn’t a surprise to his family
and friends as he proved himself successful all throughout
his school career.
Wi l s o n g r a d u a t e d f ro m
Mound Westonka High school
in 2010, where he developed
many friendships through

hockey, motocross and staying
active on the lake Minnetonka.
Friends and teammates of Wilson’s gathered on Oct. 6 at Pond
Arena in Mound to play a game
of ice hockey in memory of him.
He was very active, keeping
busy with jet skiing, motocross
and hockey so it’s no surprise
when he was called up to play
Varsity for the Gustavus Men’s
hockey team.
“There are so many great
memories with Miles but the
one I remember the most is
when he got called up to play
for the varsity team because
John McLean got hurt. Once
he heard the news from Coach
Peterson he came running to
me with the biggest smile.” Wilson’s four-year roommate and
best friend, Tommy Lundquist,
recalled.

“Once he heard the
news from Coach
Peterson he came running to me with the
biggest smile.”
—Tommy Lundquist
Lundquist and Wilson did everything together, both majors
in geography and huge hockey
fans, as well as, avid players.
They were not only best friends,
but also roommates for all four
years of their college careers.
“We played Men’s league

Wilson rides his jetski on Lake Minnetonka.

together, I’m going to miss having him next to me in the car on
the way to the rink.” Lundquist
said.
Along with hockey, Wilson
and Lundquist stayed active in
the off-season with intramurals

like soccer, broomball and football at Gustavus.
“He was like my younger
brother. We both looked up to
each other.” Lundquist said.
Even when Wilson wasn’t
on-campus at Gustavus with

Submitted

friend, he continued his love
for sports and activities at home
and on the lake, if at all possible.
“He was always doing some
kind of activity. Then whenever
he was at home, if possible, he
was always in the water. He
was obsessed with jet skiing.”
Senior Communications major
and friend of Wilson’s, Meredith
Fahrenz said.

“He was always doing
some kind of activity.
Then whenever he was
at home, if possible, he
was always in the water. He was obsessed
with jet skiing.”
—Meredith Fahrenz
Wilson was known for his
gentle nature, trustworthy
friendship and great sense of
humor too.
“He always wanted to prank
everybody and rile everyone
up; he was so adventurous in
that way.” Fahrenz said.
Family and friends mourn the
unexpected passing of their beloved friend, son and student, as
all will truly miss Miles Wilson.
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GUSTIE of theWEEK

Leah’s friends describe her as confident, intelligent, passionate, kind, funny, and loud.

Jaurdyn Dobler
Staff Writer

W

hile Gustavus students
are known fairly well
for their numerous
ventures into understanding
and supporting social activism,
there are certain students who’s

passion is unmistakable. Senior
Leah Soule is one such student
who’s found her niche within
the Gustavus community as a
prominent social activist.
“She’s an agitator in the best
sense, looking to help the community of Gustavus live up
to its purported values. She’s
unafraid to ask the questions

Lindsey Taylor

people don’t want asked and
to demand better answers than
they often want to give,” Associate Professor in Political
Science and Gender, Women
and Sexuality Studies Alisa
Rosenthal said.
Even before choosing Gustavus, Leah knew that she wanted
to explore social justice.
“I initially came to Gustavus
because of the social justice
aspect of the theater program.
Even though I didn’t end up
majoring in theater, I’m really
glad for my choice because the
liberal arts model gave me an
opportunity to explore the various ways I could be active for
social change,” Leah said.

“She’s an agitator
in the best sense,
looking to help
the community of
Gustavus live up to
its purported values.
She’s unafraid to ask
the questions people
don’t want asked and
to demand better
answers than they
often want to give.”
—Alisa Rosenthal

Lindsey Taylor

Leah has made her mark in the Gustavus community as a social activist.

For those who’ve come to
know Leah, it’s obvious that
her work on campus runs much
deeper than simply generating an impressive resume. She
works tirelessly to promote the
change she believes in.
“Leah is exceptionally compassionate. She has a genuine heart that is demonstrated
through her work in activism.
Leah is also extremely hard
working and consistently makes
the effort to produce high quality work. Perhaps the most im-

Lindsey Taylor

Leah’s involved on campus and within the greater community as Co-President
of WAC, Academic Assistant for the GWSS department, NARAL Pro-Choice
America campus representative, and Know Your IX Activist Profile writer.

pressive part of Leah’s personality, however, is her strength.
She is an inspiring example of
resiliency and perseverance,”
Senior Laura Herbers said.
As a Gender Women and
Sexuality Studies (GWSS) and
Political Science double major
and member of various organizations on campus such as
Co-President of the Womyn’s
Awareness Center, Academic
Assistant for the GWSS department, NARAL Pro-Choice
America campus representative,
Know Your IX Activist Profile
writer, and former co-chair of
last year ’s Building Bridges
Conference, Leah has much to
be proud of. However, Building
Bridges sticks out in her mind
as her proudest moment so far.
“I was so proud of all the hard
work that was put into that
event and all the courageous
conversations that were had
that day. I am incredibly grateful
for getting the opportunity to
engage the campus in a conversation about rape culture even if
it was challenging at some moments. We took a small step in
shifting the culture on campus
toward a culture of consent,”
Leah said.
When she’s not spending the
majority of her time working for

change within the community,
Leah enjoys spending time with
friends, being outdoors, and listening to Simon and Garfunkel.
“Leah is a confident and intelligent woman, but I’ve come
to know her also as passionate,
kind, funny, and loud. Leah
is loud. Also she really loves
Simon and Garfunkel,” Senior
Grace Mundt said.
During her last year at Gustavus there is much that Leah
wishes to accomplish but mostly
her mind is set on her senior thesis and improving the Womyn’s
Awareness Center.
“I’m hoping not only to put
together a strong piece of academic scholarship but help the
WAC grow into a space that is
both more comfortable to hang
out in and has increased utility,”
Leah said.
While, much like many of her
peers Leah’s future isn’t set into
stone just yet, those who know
her envision a future just as full
of activism as the present.
“In the future I know she will
continue crushing the patriarchy with her tiny tiny fists,”
Mundt said.
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Worst family Vacation ever
U

Office of Marketing and Communications

Vacation falls short of living up to expectations set by the original collection.

Brady Lass
Staff Writer

nfortunately, at this point
we have to accept the fact
that Hollywood would
rather make reboots or sequels
to long forgotten franchises than
produce more original content.
There’s been plenty of criticism over the last decade. While
a number of people bring up
good points, it is not going to
stop the reboots or remakes
from coming no matter how vocal the naysayers are. Ultimately, this puts a lot of pressure
for the people involved with
these productions, especially for
comedies, to deliver a satisfying
product that will satisfy the old
and new fans.
It is possible to pull it off, as
evidenced by 21 Jump Street,
but how will the new sequel to
the critically acclaimed 1980s
comedy National Lampoon’s Vacation fare?
Taking place decades after the
original Vacation, Clark Griswold’s’ son Rusty (portrayed
by The Hangover’s Ed Helms) is
now grown up and dissatisfied
with his life. He works as an airline pilot who feels the need to
reconnect with his wife, Debbie
(played by Christina Applegate)
and their two sons. To do this,
he decides to recreate a childhood memory by taking the

family to the destination of the
original Vacation, Walley World.
Along the way he also catches
up with his sister, Audrey, who
is married to anchorman Stone
Crandall (played by Chris Hemsworth).
Seeing as how this is a Vacation movie, the family of course
has its fair share of encountering
Murphy’s Law, which threatens
to tear the family apart.
Unlike the previous sequels,
there’s really no big twist on the
Vacation formula here. It doesn’t
take place during a holiday or
in a different country or state.
It borrows the same plot as the
original, a family road trip, and
even the same destination as the
original Vacation.
The twist on the formula
this time is that the focus is on
Clark’s son Rusty rather than
Clark himself. That would be
fine if there felt like a difference
in Rusty’s character than that of
his father. Other than different
jobs and families, they have no
difference in personality and
overall journey. Oh wait, there
is a difference. Clark’s journey
was funnier, more charming,
and didn’t rely on much as
gross-out humor to be funny.
While there was the occasional swear word and gross out gag
in the original, the new Vacation
primarily relies on vulgarity to
get the laughs across. It’s not my
style of humor, but I’ll laugh at

The Gustavian Weekly

the occasional fart joke once in
awhile.
The issue is dealing with a
movie where the gross stunts
are relied on more than the
characters for the laughs. The
overall humor aside from that
was pretty mediocre. I did get
a kick out of watching Thor behaving a little over sexual before
the joke ran its course.
If I had to give some praise to
the film, the actors did a decent
job doing their part, including
some of the child actors that
played Rusty’s sons. It’s just
disappointing to see them deal
with the shallow material they
were given.
Just like the film itself, Vacation shows that sometimes
revisiting old things in modern
times doesn’t work.
The film’s failure wasn’t primarily because it was nearly
a remake of a classic, it failed
because it lacked the charm and
humor that could be seen in the
original and Christmas Vacation
for that matter. Not one scene in
the movie comes close to the hijinks and character breakdowns
of those two classics. You’re better off watching those.

Argonautika: The Voyage of Jason and the Argonauts

Submitted

The Department of Theatre and Dance at Gustavus Adolphus College is proud to present Argonautika: The Voyage of Jason and the Argonauts. From MacArthur fellow and
Tony Award winner Mary Zimmerman comes this amazing theatre adaptation of the first epic journey in western civilization. A thrilling adventure ride set in the realm of the
impossible and the imaginative: a world of beauty, mystery, and joy directed by Henry MacCarthy. Tickets will go on sale on October 22 at gustavustickets.com or by calling
507-933-7590. Performances will be held November 5-7 at 8:00 p.m., with a matinee performance on November 8 at 2 p.m. Gustavus students and staff are entitled to one free
ticket for the production. Other tickets are $9 for adults and $6 for senior citizens and other students.
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Luke Spehar expresses faith through music

G

Niederriter was in charge of
organizing the concert over the
summer. Two student members
of the Club, Senior Emilie Benson and Junior Nathan Huber,
were in charge of advertising
for the concert.
“I think it’ll be fun to get
together,” Niederriter said.
“Hopefully a lot of people
come and enjoy the music and
have continuing conversations
about it.”

Kim Krulish
Staff Writer

ustavus Adolphus College provides a wide
variety of events for students, staff, and the general
community of St. Peter. This Friday, Luke Spehar will perform
in the Dive from 7 to 9 p.m. He
is sponsored by Gustavus, the
Newman Club, and the Church
of St. Peter. This concert is free
and open to the public as part
of his “All Is Gift” tour.
Spehar, a Minnesota native,
began writing songs at the age
of 16. He composed all of the
music on his debut album, Be
Still, before he graduated high
school.

“I think that students
of a wide variety of
perspectives will
really enjoy Luke.
Gustavus students
appreciate depth and
meaning and this is
the type of music that
will meet that.”
—Brian Konkol

“Luke Spehar has
all three in spades:
singing, writing, and
guitar playing.”
—Ben Harper
Spehar continued to write
music during his time at college,
during which he also explored
a possible calling to become a
Catholic priest. After college,
Spehar felt a pull toward music
and he began recording and
performing across the country.
He has had the honor of
opening for Grammy Award
winner Ben Harper on tour in
the United States and Canada.
Spehar’s current tour “All Is
Gift” is produced by Harper and
Sheldon Gomberg.
“Luke Spehar has all three in

Office of Marketing and Communications

Minnesota Native Luke Spehar previously toured with Grammy Award Winner Ben Harper and now is traveling
across the country on his own tour “All is Gift.”

spades: singing, writing, and
guitar playing,” Harper said.
Chaplain Brian Konkol saw
Spehar open for Harper and
is responsible for connecting
him with Gustavus, the Newman Club, and the Church of
St. Peter.
“Luke in many ways repre-

sents what we seek to embody
here at Gustavus,” Konkol said.
“He takes his particular gift of
music and sees it as a vocation. I
think that students of a wide variety of perspectives will really
enjoy Luke. Gustavus students
appreciate depth and meaning
and this is the type of music that

will meet that and I think that’s
really exciting.”
The Newman Club is a group
of students who are dedicated to
building a deeper understanding of the Catholic faith. The
faculty advisor for the club is
Charles Niederriter, a physics
professor at Gustavus.

“I really like his music,”
Konkol said. “As a chaplain I
think it’s wonderful that he’s
coming and it helps what we’re
trying to do in the chaplain’s
office. But on a deep, personal
level, I think he’s just an excellent musician and I think that he
does what he does really well.
We’re really fortunate to have
that kind of an artist coming to
our campus.”
For more information about
Spehar and his music, visit his
website at www.lukespehar.
com.

