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Dating is a Game and We’re All Players

Emma Schmidtke
Opinion Columnist

Cause you know I love the 
players, and you love 
the game,” Taylor Swift 

cheers in her hit song, “Blank 
Space”. She’s satirizing the me-
dia’s perception of her, but us 
non-celebrities sing along with 
non-sarcastic gusto. Because 
after we’ve been broken up with 
for the third time, discovered 
the cute boy in our Am. Lit. class 
has a girlfriend, and swiped to 
the end of Tinder, dating can 
seem like a damp, dark pit we’re 
all trying to climb out of. 

Thinking of the single life as 
a game board or a play field, 
keeps us from planning the 
names of our third or fourth 
cat (Abelard and Heloise, if you 
were curious).

 Humanity has come up with 
a variety of ways to save dating 
from being a complete labor. 
We’ve created the pillar to civi-
lization that is Tinder, an app 
listed under the “Lifestyle” sec-
tion of the Apple Store when we 
all know it belongs in “Strategic 
Gaming”. 

The app explicitly encour-
ages you to “keep playing” after 
each match. PBS’s Game/Show 
describes Tinder as a textbook 
example of a card game. Each 
profile contains an ID photo fol-
lowed by a list of ‘stats,’ similar 
to the Pokémon and Yugioh 
cards you might have traded 
as a kid. My friends and I have 
begun to “collect” profiles off 

Tinder. Our groupchat is filled 
with screenshots of quirky bios, 
strange selfie faces, and poten-
tial soul mates for each other.

The activity is not unlike buy-
ing up packs of baseball cards 
to see which one of us gets the 
MVP. Much of this past summer 
was spent with us all swiping 
in the same room, asking each 
other, “Have you come across 
the guy with four corndogs 
jammed in his mouth in his 
pic?” (My friend went on a date 
with Mr. Quadradog. Nice guy, 

actually.)
 Tinder is laidback yet excit-

ing in a way games often are 
and dating often isn’t, which 
contributes to the app’s massive 
popularity. With over 50 million 
users in 140 countries, Tinder 
could be considered one of 
the biggest online multiplayer 
games out there.

 Even before the dawn of 
the dating app, the search for 
love and physical affection was 
made into a sport. We sort the 
aftermath of break-ups and re-
jections into winners and losers. 
We create fantasy teams out of 
people real and imagined we 
want to get together (I’ll ship 
Captain America and Iron Man 
‘til I die. Come at me, fanboys). 

We keep score, trade names 
and pictures like jerseys. Dating 

is a spectator sport bigger than 
the Superbowl.

But let’s clarify, games imply 
little or no consequences outside 
the match. You tackle someone 
in football, you win. You tackle 
someone in the street, you get 
arrested. As much as athletes 
like to bicker and taunt each 
other off court, they are in fact 
out of the game for most of 
their lives. This is where dating 
differs.

 There’s no off court in dating. 
You hook up with someone Sat-
urday night and realize Monday 
morning they’re in your Bio lec-
ture and you will have to stare 
at the back of their neck every 
single Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday of the semester. 

You cheat on your boyfriend 
and there’s no formal sanction 

to stop him from disparaging 
your name around campus. 
There’s no referees, no national 
organizations, no generally 
agreed upon rules of sportsman-
ship. This is real life and we’re 
all living with the consequences.

But that doesn’t mean dating 
can’t be fun. That doesn’t mean 
dating shouldn’t be fun. 

For much of human history, 
dating has been courting, a very 
specific means to a very specific 
end. Marriage, babies, love if 
you’re lucky. The single life 
was over quickly. Now, people 
are waiting until they’re older 
to get married. According the 
U.S. census, average median 
ages of marriage for both men 
and women have been on the 
rise ever since the 1950s.

 People are spending longer 
on the playing field and more 
people are choosing to never to 
leave the game at all. Our gen-
eration’s fear of commitment 
may baffle baby boomers, but 
as people have waited longer to 
get married, divorce rates have 
dropped. 

People aren’t dying to get out 
of the game, rushing into mar-
riage with the wrong people. 
Fewer divorces, fewer legal 
cases, fewer families broken 
apart, because we’ve found 
ways to enjoy the single life.

Let’s go ahead, and continue 
to make dating more fun. Love’s 
a game, so play on.

People are spending longer 
on the playing field and 

more people are choosing to 
never to leave the game at 

all.

Humanity has come up 
with a variety of ways to 
save dating from being a 

complete labor.

Dating to some extent has come to resemble a risky yet fun game where stakes can be high Creative Commons
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Legalized Robbery: The Injustice of Civil Asset Forfeiture

Jordan Schwakopf
Opinion Columnist

The United States of Ameri-
ca strives for justice within 
its borders, yet the govern-

ment shamelessly allows an 
injustice against its innocent 
citizens on a regular basis. Civil 
Asset Forfeiture is a law under 
which, even without evidence 
of a crime, any agency of the 
Justice Department can seize 
any and all assets from civilians. 

This contrasts from Criminal 
Asset Forfeiture law which al-
lows for the seizure of the prop-
erty and assets from convicted 
criminals. Since property may 
be seized from innocent people 
Civil Asset Forfeiture is obso-
lete, yet the proponents of civil 
forfeiture laws claim this clear 
violation of civil rights is a nec-
essary evil within our society. 

Civil Asset Forfeiture allows 
for the confiscation of anything 
in a heartbeat: money, cars, 
technology, and in some cases, 
houses. The purpose of this 
law is supposedly to allow for 
the confiscation of illegal drugs 
and weapons without going to 
court. However the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice’s 2014 statistics 

list cash as the most often confis-
cated item, with 13,983 cases in 
which cash was seized, double 
the number of cases in which 
drugs or illegal weapons were 
seized. 

The main contributor to the 
abuse of Civil Asset Forfeiture 
is the profit incentive; local law 
enforcement agencies can keep 
all of the profits they make off 
forfeitures, and often times this 
money is used for bonuses or 
vacations, showing that the 
money from forfeiture is not a 
necessity, but is instead used for 
a slush fund. 

The Fifth Amendment is sup-
posed to protect people from 
the loss of property or assets 

without due process of law, oth-
erwise known as a trial, yet civil 
forfeiture circumvents these 
protections and leaves victims 
defenseless. 

Since the inanimate objects 
targeted by civil forfeiture are 
not protected by the Bill of 
Rights, any attempts to chal-
lenge the forfeiture are futile. 
Instead of facing an impartial 
judge, any appeals to the forfei-
ture will face a prosecutor from 
the district attorney’s office in 
the courtroom. 

As satirical comedian John 
Oliver said on his show, Last 
Week Tonight, in regards to civil 
forfeiture, “How can you even 
still call that a courtroom? If 

you take all the doctors out of 
a hospital and replace them 
with otters, that’s no longer a 
hospital!”

In Civil Asset Forfeiture, the 
owner of the property or as-
sets is not being charged with 
a crime. Instead, the property 
or assets themselves are being 
charged with a crime. These 
inanimate objects do not have 
the right to a jury and are con-
sidered guilty until proven 
innocent. 

It is up to the owner to prove 
the property’s innocence, even 
if no evidence exists to indicate 
the property is guilty. And that 
statement itself is preposterous: 
how can an inanimate object be 

guilty or innocent when it is 
incapable of making decisions 
and moving on its own? 

If the courts are not accus-
ing the owner of committing 
a crime, then it is because no 
crime has actually been com-
mitted. If a crime had been com-
mitted, then the owner of the 
property would be put on trial, 
and Criminal Asset Forfeiture 
could be used. 

The Institute for Justice, a 
nonprofit civil liberties law firm, 
is currently creating a Supreme 
Court case with the goal of 
having Civil Asset Forfeiture 
being declared unconstitutional. 
While some states have begun 
to recognize the immorality of 
Civil Asset Forfeiture, state laws 
can be overruled by the federal 
law using a program called “eq-
uitable sharing”. 

Equitable sharing, as defined 
by the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, is a program by which 
“the Department of Justice 
distributes an equitable share of 
forfeited property and proceeds 
to participating state and local 
law enforcement agencies that 
directly participate in an in-
vestigation or prosecution that 
result in a federal forfeiture.” 
Or, in layman’s terms, local 
law enforcement can ignore the 
state laws for the sake of mak-
ing a profit. Until the federal 
law changes, state laws are all 
but meaningless to law enforce-
ment.

 I strongly urge you to not 
just take my word for it on this 
issue; go do research, read the 
victims’ stories for yourself, 
and encourage others to edu-
cate themselves on this blatant 
disregard for our rights.

Matthew Glaser
Opinion Editor

I hope that title grabbed your 
attention, and if it did grab 

your attention you’re probably 
not sexually liberated. You read 
that correctly. If you read that 
title, and immediately decided 
this article would be worth your 
time you are enslaved by sex, 
even if you won’t admit it. 

I would like to contend that 
true sexual liberation isn’t free-
dom from heterosexual and 
monogamous norms that began 
to collapse in the 1960s and 70s, 
but true sexual liberation is in-
stead freedom from the taboo 
that surrounds sex in our every-
day life. A taboo that makes sex 
something everyone is thinking 

Are You Sexually Liberated?

about, but hardly anyone is talk-
ing about.

To start off, I’m not saying 
that the collapse of traditional 
sexual norms that has taken 
place in much of the western 
world the past 60 years is aw-
ful. I’m also not saying sexual 
liberation is the abolishment of 
sex from all thought and interac-
tion. That would be ludicrous. 
We are sexual beings after all. 
We are as much animals as any 
cat or cow. What I propose is 
that the domination of sex is a 
large component of the current 

zeitgeist that needs addressing.
This can be hard to see as a 

member from within society, but 
consider a few of the statistics. 
In 2014, Pornhub racked up a 
total 78.9 Billion views world-
wide. Taking into consideration 
that almost 3 Billion people had 
access to the internet in 2014, 
according to Internet Live Stats, 
that’s still quite an impressive 
viewership. What’s even more 
telling is that almost half of 
Pornhubs traffic came in through 
cellular devices.

The reason this is telling is 

because it points to the fact that 
people aren’t just sitting down 
on their personal computers 
in the privacy of their home 
to watch porn. They are likely 
watching it on the go as well. Be-
sides the consumption of porn, 
one only need look at popular 
media in large to see sexual 
themes and allusions looming 
around every corner. 

So what? Perhaps the perva-
siveness of sexualized media in 
society is just a sign that we’re 
finally overcoming sex as a 
taboo topic. To a certain extent 
this may be the case. Education 
around sex, safe sex, and con-
sensual sex, is increasing much 
for the better of society.

Yet, outside of these educa-
tional events and some groups, 
sex is hardly ever talked about 
and many people are uncom-
fortable talking about sex. Un-
derstandably, it can be super 
awkward to talk about your 
personal sex life, but that’s not 
what I’m talking about. 

What I’m talking about is how 
very few people bring up topics 
that center around sex and how 
it affects our everyday lives. 
When is the last conversation 
you had with someone about 

how women and men are de-
picted in advertising and other 
forms of media? When’s the last 
time you talked about the sexual 
nature of language in online 
video game culture and other 
sub-sets of society?

 When’s the last time you had 
a talk with someone about the 
possessive nature of the phrase 
‘have sex’, when sex is an activ-
ity, a verb, but we talk about it 
as a noun or object? (That last 
one might just be a curiosity of 
mine admittedly). 

I don’t want you to not think 
about sex at all. What I want is 
for you to recognize the influ-
ence of sex in media and our 
culture on your thoughts and 
interactions with others. Per-
haps, if we can start to address 
some of the questions 

I’ve asked, and have conver-
sations about the role of sex in 
our thoughts and society we 
can begin to liberate ourselves 
from the oppressive taboo that 
surrounds sex. We can become 
truly sexually liberated beings, 
and talk about more interest-
ing things like the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership.

Civil Asset Forfeiture is meant to be used in law enforcement to seize drugs and other illegal property. Creative Commons

Break free from the medias constant barage of sex Creative Commons
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The Necessity of the Collective

Sean Kehren
Opinion Columnist

The Good, the Bad, and 
the Meh

You are starting to get into the swing of  
things just in time to take a break with 
the Nobel Conference.

Exams are starting to come up in the next 
few weeks. Maybe it’s time to start study-
ing? Meh.

The week is dragging on waiting for Nobel 
Conference and being exhuasted from the 
events of  Homecoming Weekend.

Since the Ronald Regan 
era, it seems like empha-
sis has been placed on the 

individual over the collective. A 
collective can be one’s local or-
ganizations or even the United 
States as a whole; the individual 
can be the self or, since Citizens 
United, a corporation. Every 
day many people function 
chaotically, running around 
aimlessly completing tasks that 
might benefit others but most 
likely only themselves. 

The society that we have 
created and have been molded 
by puts immense pressure on 
the individual to perform near 
perfectly in every aspect of life. 
Thinkers like Emile Durkheim 
have analyzed suicide rates as 
a function of characteristics of 
capitalist societies and have 
found that the responsibilities 
put upon people by our socio-
economic structure creates a 
great amount of despair within 
society. 

Cases of suicide and rates of 
depression have been found 

to increase with societies who 
expect greater amounts of re-
sponsibility or give greater 
amounts of social freedom to 
their citizens. 

Now, I’m not saying that we 
need to curb freedom in the 
United States, but some aspects 
of society are affecting the mind-
set of our citizens negatively 
and threaten the cohesiveness 
of the collective.  

Although I’m an atheist, I will 
freely admit that religion seems 
to give a positive structure to 
the lives of many people. Those 
who have little money or who 
are trying to stay sober find a 

comfort in a power above their 
own comprehension. Without 
attempting to sound like a Ki-
erkegaard fanboy, I also believe 
comfort or faith helps to fend 
off despair and possibly lower 
suicide. Honestly, I believe that 
religion might be a necessity to 
keep a society cohesive because 
many people need faith in order 
to cope with the realities of life.

Religion, however, is not the 
only organization that can help 
bind people together. Labor 
unions, book clubs, and neigh-
borhood watch groups are all 
ways that people can build 
relationships with their fellow 

citizens. It’s not that we need to 
live in a manifestation of a ‘50s 
sitcom, but our society seems 
to be splitting upon lines that 
are a little hard to chalk up to 
coincidence. 

One of the biggest dangers to 
American society is widening 
income inequality that debili-
tates the poor and shifts eco-
nomic power to the wealthiest 
Americans. Conservatives tout 
that Americans all have equal 
opportunity to take control of 
their lives and live in economic 
stability. 

How funny it seems that those 
politicians who put forth these 
policies are the same people that 
own large companies inherited 
from their family or who got 
into an Ivy League school be-
cause of their “legacy grant”.  
Yes, of course there are women 
and men who accomplished 
great feats in their life and have 
Horatio Alger “rags to riches” 
stories that could be considered 
tear-wrenching, but what is 
forgotten by many people is the 
simple fact that some people are 
born with more opportunities 
than others.

A possible reply might be 
worded: “Indeed, some people 
are born more fortunate than 
others, but humans should 
strive through humble begin-
nings by focusing on them-
selves. Economic freedom is 
more basic to human life than 
giving handouts to the poor.”  

Alright, maybe I made that a 
little too harsh, but to me, this 
is exactly what their argument 
boils down to.  

The brand of capitalism that 

many hardcore conservatives 
brandish these days could be 
considered “Economic Dar-
winism.” Coincidentally, many 
of these same people do not 
believe in Darwin’s theory of 
evolution by natural selection, 
which is a great system that 
traces all of us to a common 
ancestor.

I guess what this rant is es-

sentially getting to is that we, 
as humans, seem to have some 
sort of empathy for one another. 
There are exceptions for this 
general principle, but empathy 
is a word that we give to the 
bond that humans feel for one 
another. It’s something that 
can also be seen as practical for 
humanity because it increases 
fitness for the entire species.  

Maybe if our priorities were 
sighted toward ourselves, our 
families, and the collective 
together instead of focusing 
mostly on the first of these three, 
we would feel more fulfilled as 
humans and minimize mental 
illness. 

The collective allows us to 
socially bond with one another 
and provide essential informa-
tion for one another in order to 
“live the good life.” We need to 
focus on how we can make our 
society more cohesive. Remem-
ber, Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion of Topeka was only 61 years 
ago. Humans have the potential 
to be better toward one another 
and, in turn, change society for 
the better as well. This is not 
idealism; it’s realistic optimism. 

The collective allows 
us to socially bond with 

one another and provide 
essential information for one 
another in order to “live the 

good life.”

One of the biggest dangers 
to American society is 

widening income inequality 
that debilitates the poor and 
shifts economic power to the 

wealthiest Americans.

Thinking of the group ahead of one’s self and working together in community may be essential to human flourishing. Creative Commons
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know who I am now.”

What kind of advice would you give 
to someone who has set a personal 
goal?

“My main thing is to write it down and 
hang it somewhere where you’ll see 
it every day. I have a little corkboard 
above my desk and that’s where I get 
ready for the day. I always hang little 
things there, like life quotes or Bible 

Page 13

What is a personal goal that you set 
and achieved?

“I think I would say just becoming 
self-confident because I was such an 
introvert as a child. So just becoming 
me and gaining self-confidence and 
being aware of who I am and figuring 
that out across time. I just started out 
as an embarrassed little kid and really 
awkward, as most people do. But as 
I’ve gone through my journey in life, 
I’ve found out more about who I am 
and that was a really big goal for me: 
figuring out what my purpose is in life 
and who I want to be as well as who I 
want to present myself as, so that was 
my main goal. Just figuring out my-
self!”

Is there a personal goal that you set 
for college that you have achieved or 
are currently working towards? 

“Well, figuring out my track for my ed-
ucation, because when I came in to col-
lege I had no idea what I wanted to do. 
I basically goofed around my first year 
trying to figure it out, and then one day 
it just hit me and so I figured that out, 
which was my main goal when I came 
to college  so now I’m going along with 

that. I’ve had a few great opportunities 
this year and I’m still kind of figuring 
things out. When people ask ‘What are 
you going to do after you graduate?’ 
I’m still not sure how to answer that. 
So I’m just taking things as they come. 
I’d say I’ve achieved most things that 
I wanted to when I came to school. I 
want to say getting my voice out there 
was a big one, being heard. That goes 
back to me being an introvert and 
growing out of that and having people 

verses, and that’s something you’ll see 
every day. And when you see it, you’ll 
remind yourself ‘This is what I’m striv-
ing for, this is what I want to accom-
plish.’ That’s my main way to focus on 
it.” - Julia Wenstrom

Beneath The Crown is a project created by Nick 
Theisen (‘15). It is inspired by Humans of New 
York (HONY) and aims to bring the communi-
ty of Gustavus Adolphus College closer together 
by providing the perspectives of the many differ-
ent people who live and work at the school.

BENEATH THE CROWN
? ??

Cameron  MacDonald

Sudoku

Created by Carly Maslowski

1.

2.

3. 4. 5.

Julia  Wenstrom
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SpotlightSenior
Q: What are your expecta-

tions for the season?

A: I had high expectations 
for my senior season. I knew 
we had some great talent com-
ing in and that each and every 
person on the team was re-
committed and ready to work 

Becca Woodstra 
VOLLEYBALL

The outside hitter from Min-
netonka remains a solid piece 

in the team that is on a thirteen 
game win streak. 

hard.  An effort was made to 
move from a “good” team to a 
“great” team. Goals are set to 
win the conference and make 
it to the National Tournament.  

Q: What is your best athletic 
memory? 

A: My favorite volleyball 
memory is hands down the 
Nicaragua trip last summer. A 
large portion of the trip was 
spent volunteering- putting 
on free clinics for local youth, 
teaching english at schools, 
helping the “mobile library” 
give books to children in rural 
areas, etc. We played the Na-
tional team three times, once 
outside on a concrete court 
on the ocean! The rest of the 
time was spent touring, hik-
ing, surfing, swimming, shop-
ping and enjoying the beautiful 
country. It was a fabulous trip 
with a great group of girls.  

Q: Why would you recom-
mend Gustavus?

A: Gustavus is a very special 
place with beautiful grounds, 
warm and engaging profs, 
awesome athletics, and a very 

talented and intelligent student 
body.  I’m so thankful I chose 
Gustavus and can’t imagine 
graduating in the spring and 
having to move on, this school 
has become my home.

GUSTAVUS VOLLEYBALL

WINNING STREAK 

13
1. 3-1 vs. Ripon College

2. 3-0 vs. Westminster College

3. 3-0 vs. Western Connecticut State

4. 3-0 vs. Salve Regina University

5. 3-1 vs. Connecticut College

6. 3-2 vs. Roger Williams University

7. 3-1 @ Bethel University

8. 3-2 vs. UW-Stout

9. 3-0 vs. Luther College

10. 3-0 vs. St. Olaf College

11. 3-0 vs. Bethany Lutheran College

12. 3-0 @ St. Catherine University 

13. 3-1 vs. Augsburg College

Men’s Soccer struggles to find rhythm

The Gustavus Men’s Soccer team have spiked their fans expectations by reaching the NCAA National Tournament three years in a row. This year, the team is off to a rough 
start. After suffering two losses against MIAC powerhouses St. Olaf College and the University of St. Thomas, the team failed to capitalize on none of their 13 attempts on 
goal at Saint Mary’s University in Winona. The game finished 0-0 after double over-time. This weekend, the team travels to Northfield to battle against the Carleton Knights, 
another MIAC Championship contender.

Gustavus Sports Information
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SPORTS
SCHEDULE
Friday, Oct. 2

Saturday, Oct. 3

Men’s Tennis hosts ITA 
Regional Championship

Women’s Tennis at 
Creighton Invite

Men’s Tennis hosts ITA 
Regional Championship

Women’s Tennis at 
Creighton Invite

Golf at MIAC 
Championships

Cross Country at Carleton 
Invite

Men’s Soccer at Carleton 
College

1 p.m.

Football at Carleton 
College

1 p.m.

Volleyball hosts University 
of St. Thomas

3 p.m.

The Gustavus Women’s 
Rugby team plays a chal-
lenging game many are 

unfamiliar with. With rules such 
as the ball can only be passed 
backwards, it is no surprise the 
game can be described as orga-
nized chaos. 

“It is the most bizarre sport I 
have ever seen, but in the best 
of ways,” Junior Biology major 
Megan Quirk said. She just 
joined the team this fall and re-
cently played in her first game. 

“All of a sudden one of my 
teammates came running from 
the field and said, ‘Megan, 
you’re in!’ I had absolutely no 
idea what I was doing but I 
loved every minute of it,” Quirk 
said.

Quirk, along with all the other 
new members of the team, will 
learn the rules and strategies of 
the game but more importantly 
the tradition behind it as well. 
Coach Charlie Johnson, who 
has been with the team since the 
spring of 2009, loves sharing the 
history of the sport. 

“People have a preconceived 
notion about what the sport 
is. I think it’s much safer than 
American football. That’s with-
out pads or helmets,” Johnson 
said.   

American football can trace 
its roots back to early versions 
of rugby football. It all started 
in 1823 when William Webb El-
lis picked up a soccer ball and 
ran with it at his school, Rugby. 
Many terms used in American 
football today come from rugby.  

“You physically have to touch 
the ball to the ground in rugby 
to score, that’s where the term 
‘touch down’ comes from,” 
Johnson said. 

A “try” is the rugby equiva-
lent of a touchdown. The extra 
point attempt in American foot-
ball (PAT) derives from rugby: 
the point-after-try.  

Like other sports, rugby re-
quires players to push them-
selves in order to compete at a 
high level. The sport is unique 
because the Women’s Rugby 
team plays exactly the same as 
their male counterparts do.

“There is no difference be-
tween men and women’s rugby. 
By that I mean in hockey there’s 
no checking for women, tennis 
there are less sets, in basketball 
the ball is lighter, in volleyball 
the net isn’t as high, softball 
you have to pitch underhand, 
and in golf they have to tee off 
closer. When the men’s rugby 
team plays we take the same 
ball and play the same game,” 
Johnson said.

The team is very inclusive 
and anyone who is interested 
in joining is welcome to give it a 
shot. Junior Scandinavian Stud-
ies major Hannah Birkholz is in 
her fourth season and is one of 
two captains for the year.

“We have people who are all 
different shapes and sizes. Our 
team tends to be on the smaller 
side compared to other teams 
that we play. We make up for 
that in speed.” Birkholz said. 

Speed is important in the 
game but strength is equally 
valued. The team is open to 
any females at Gustavus who 
want to try, regardless of their 
stature and current physical 
capabilities. 

“Some people are self-con-
scious when they join and rugby 
helps them develop a better self 
image,” Birkholz said. “Anyone 
can play. You don’t need to have 
any prior experience, almost 
no one on the team has played 

before they joined.”  
Fall season is the competitive 

season for Women’s Rugby. 
Spring season is a non-compet-
itive learning season to teach 
new players the game and work 
on skills. The Women’s Rugby 
Team plays on Saturdays. Home 
games typically start between 
11 and 1 and take place on the 
Rugby Pitch. Most fans stand as 
they watch the game. 

Come out and support the 
team at their next home game 
on Saturday, October 17 as they 
take on Macalester College.

Women’s Rugby keeps on growing

“People have a 
preconceived notion 

about what the sport is. 
I think it’s much safer 

than American football. 
That’s without pads or 

helmets.”
—Coach Charlie Johnson

Emily Knutson
Copy Editor

Sunday, Oct. 4
Men’s Tennis hosts ITA 
Regional Championship

Women’s Tennis at 
Creighton College

Golf at MIAC 
Championships

Although the Women’s Rugby team lost many prominent seniors last year, the team remains strong as they have been successful recruiting throughout the 
fall. The “Ruggers” next home game is on Saturday, October 17 against Macalester College.

Caroline Probst



This past Saturday was a big 
day at Gustavus. Current 
students, Gustie alumni, 

friends and family, among many 
others crowded the campus for 
Homecoming festivities. Per-
haps one of the busiest events 
on campus was the annual 
Homecoming Football game 
where Gustavus hosted the 
Auggies of Augsburg College.

The Gusties took the lead 
quickly in the first quarter and 
never looked back, winning 
the game 59-42. The Gustavus 
offense was running on all cyl-
inders all game long. 

“It was really a team effort. 
Offensively, we protected and 
blocked well and our skill play-
ers made big plays,” Head 
Coach Peter Haugen said.

The high scoring affair was 
backed by a strong performance 
from Senior Quarterback Mitch 
Hendricks, who tossed four 
touchdowns through the air, 
and ran a touchdown in, as 
well. Three of Hendricks’ touch-
downs were hauled in by Senior 
Wide Receiver Matthew Boyce. 

“We did exactly what we 
wanted to. We scored on all 
but one drive and we made 
big plays when we had to and 
came out with a big win against 
a great opponent,” Boyce said.  
Boyce finished the game with 
eight receptions and 106 receiv-
ing yards. 

“It felt great to help lead my 
team. Mitch Hendricks and the 
entire offensive line were also a 
huge reason that we were able 
to win Saturday. They all came 
ready to play and the score-
board says the rest,” Boyce said. 

On the defensive side of the 
ball, the Gusties had their hands 
full with dual threat quarter-
back, Ayrton Scott, who was 
dangerous both through the air 
and on the ground. 

“He is very difficult to defend 
because he passes and runs so 
well.  Our goal was to try and 
force him to hurry his throws 
and work to contain him when 
he runs,” Coach Haugen said.

The defense did a great job 
with that goal. The Gusties 
forced three fumbles, as well as 
returned an interception for a 
touchdown. 

“Defensively we created some 
key turnovers and were able to 
score with the big interception 
from Nick Frandsen,” Coach 
Haugen said.

Even though there may have 
been a few less empty seats 
compared to other weeks, the 
preparation for the game was 
still business as usual. 

“We prepared this week the 
same as we always do,” Coach 
Haugen said.

There may have been a bit 
of added pressure with the big 
crowd, but the team used that 
to their advantage. 

“We had a little bit of pres-

sure coming into the week, but 
nothing that we can’t handle. 
We knew that we were going to 
have a great crowd. That tiny bit 
of pressure that we felt I think 
made us practice and play bet-
ter,” Boyce said.

As for the rest of the season, 
the team’s goals and expecta-
tions stay the same. 

“My expectations for the rest 
of the season is to continue to 
improve daily and keep focus-
ing week by week to get the 
win,” Junior Linebacker Tyler 
Jakes said.

The Gusties take the field next 
on Saturday, October 3rd at 1 

PM in Northfield as they take 
on Carleton College. The team’s 
focus is now on Carleton and 
Carleton only. 

“Our team goal the rest of 
the season is to go 1-0 every 
week. We aren’t worried about 
anybody but Carleton. We know 
that if we play our game every 
week and do everything that we 
can, we should be in contention 
for a MIAC championship,” 
Boyce said. 

The next home game will be 
on October 10th at 1 PM, when 
the Gusties host St. Olaf College 
during Family Weekend.

Football hot streak continues, defeats 
Augsburg in Homecoming encounter

“We had a little bit of 
pressure coming into 

the week, but nothing 
that we can’t handle. 

We knew that we were 
going to have a great 
crowd. That tiny bit of 
pressure that we felt I 
think made us practice 
better and play better.”

—Matt Boyce

Jacob Woodrich
Staff Writer

The Football team improved to a perfect 4-0 record as they fought off the Augsburg Aggies in a 59-42 win during 
Homecoming weekend. The Gusties will face an even bigger test this weekend as they travel to Northfield to square 
up with the Carleton Knights.

Matt Boyce continued his impressive link with quarterback Mitch Hendricks 
as he caught three touchdowns in the win against Augsburg. 

Gustavus Sports Information

Gustavus Sports Information


