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In response to largely nega-
tive reactions to the graffiti 
on campus a few weeks ago, 

I would like to bring a new 
perspective. This newspaper 
called what occurred a crime, 
and I will acknowledge that this 
is technically true. But perhaps 
this says more about what we 
call crimes, and less about the 
supposed criminals. My first re-
action to the graffiti was a smile. 

Let us remember what the 
message was. Some say the let-
ters were illegible, but I read the 
letters L-O-V-E on the Gustavus 
sign on the hill. There were also 
smiley faces on the Gustavus 
sign. Across campus, hearts 
were drawn. Let’s just say it 
how it is. These were crimes 
of love.

I will begin by acknowledg-
ing that the crimes of love had 
its costs. The price of removal 
was between $400-600. While 
this cost may be covered by our 
insurance, in the future I think 
the student body could cover 
any cost to the school for the 
damage unless someone admits 
to doing the graffiti (this could 
be done anonymously). 

Much like a residential floor 
will split the costs at the end 
of the year for damage to their 
shared space, I would propose 
that the Gustavus student body 
split the cost of the damage un-
less someone comes forward. 
This would amount to about 25 
cents for each student if we split 
the cost evenly. 

Furthermore, it took time and 
effort by our wonderful staff 
that does an outstanding job 
maintaining our campus. It is 
hard for me to imagine a more 
beautiful place than Gustavus. It 
is too bad that they had to do ex-

tra work on our behalf.   
I think it is awesome that stu-

dents were thinking of the staff 
but an alternative for next time 
a student tags school property 
would be to have students vol-
unteer to clean it up. This would 

be a way to save our staff some 
of the trouble. We could also 
give the people who did these 
crimes of love a night to clean 
it up anonymously. We could 
have sent out an email to the 
school, saying that those who 
did the crimes of love have a 
chance to clean it up if they 
wanted to.

All that being said, I would 
like to move on to what I saw 
as a largely positive thing. As 
far as I am concerned, I want 
to see hearts and smiley faces 
everywhere. 

I would like to question some 
of the language that has been 
used to describe these crimes 
of love. We have to start asking 
what we qualify as vandalism. 
What do we think about that 
poor rock that has been repaint-
ed nearly every day? 

We can paint on that because it 
is essentially school-sponsored. 
Gustavus gives us a specific 
place to promote the school’s 
interests. Not that we don’t all 
have our clubs or organizations 
or teams that we care about, but 
the messages on that rock are 
consistently supporting orga-
nizations within our institution. 

Historically, “vandalism” has 
been one of the key non-violent 
weapons of the individual. 
It allows for a place of artful 
expression. It is a great way to 
make your voice heard. While 
it costs some time and money 
to remove it, the ultimate goal 
is disruption. 

The disruption here may have 
only been done with the goal of 
making everyone’s days a little 
bit brighter, but this is never 
insignificant. I am not saying 

that Gustavus should have kept 
the crimes of love. It would be 
unheard of to keep graffiti on 
an entrance sign. I understand 
why they wished to take it off, 
and I am not challenging them 
on this decision. 

We must remember though 
that someone decides what 
goes on that sign in front of 
the school. When there were 
no crimes of love, the sign read 
“Gustavus Adolphus College.” 
This decision was made solely 
by the school’s administration. 
With the crimes of love, the 
students had marked the sign 
as well. All I am saying is that 
that sign was not blank. 

While it may not be vandal-
ism for the school to print “Gus-
tavus Adolphus College” on 
the front sign, it marks the sign 
just as the smiley faces. Neither 
message does any harm, but I 
understand that there are rules 
we must follow when we seek to 
gain the benefits that Gustavus 
gives us. 

In solidarity with my fellow 
students, I would like to say 
thank you for these crimes of 
love. They made my day. They 
were a reminder that I could ex-
press positive messages. When 
I saw these tags I thought of 
love and happiness. All that 
being said, I would like to again 
thank all of those who keep our 
campus clean and beautiful. You 
do a wonderful job, so hearts 
and smiley faces to you as well.

Nick Pemberton
Opinion Columnist

Crimes of Love

Several weeks ago, the Gustavus community woke up find to graffiti across the campus. No one has come forward to claim responsibility. Caroline Probst

The Good, the Bad, and the Meh

Hillary Clinton recently stated that as        
president, she will release government files on 
Area 51:“I want to open the files as much as 
we can.”

According to press secretary Josh Earnest, 
President Obama has no plans to release       
information about the remote Air Force base. 

If  elected, Trump promises to build a yuuuuge 
intergalactic space wall to keep out aliens. It’s 
going to be a very, very beautiful space wall. 
The best. 
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I write this article as a di-
rect response to Mr. Haber-
man’s piece in The Gustavian 

Weekly last issue titled “Bye 
Bye Gustie.” It is quite fitting 
that I can end my four years at 
Gustavus writing about where 
I see Gustavus going after my 
time is over. 

Now, if you didn’t have a 
chance to read Mr. Haberman’s 
article his argument was that 
Gustavus will not continue to 
exist in 30 years for the follow-
ing reasons: our endowment is 
too small; enrollment is decreas-
ing; residential halls are too 
small, meal plan options aren’t 
good enough; adminstration is 
paid too much, and faculty too 
little; and our professors aren’t 
good enough. 

Wow, I don’t even know if 
I can respond to each of these 
individually, or what good it 
would do. However, before I 
delve into the main portion of 
my argument for why we will 
be here, I would like to sum-
marize a response. 

Mr. Haberman should know 
that his two years at Gustavus 
Adolphus College do not make 
him an expert in higher educa-
tion. I work closely with the 
Minnesota Private Council as 
the Chair of its Student Associa-
tion and I co-chair the Student 
Advisory Council to the Office 
of Higher Education with rep-
resentatives from all sectors of 
education in the state of Minne-
sota. I subscribe to emails from 
Inside Higher Ed that arrive in 
my inbox each morning. And 
you know what? I still only 
have a baseline understanding 
of higher education. 

Gustavus’ situation with re-
gard to enrollment and the 
endowment are not unique. 
After three years of service on 
the Board of Trustees Admission 
and Enrollment Committee and 
four years of student employ-
ment in the Office of Admission 
I can tell you that it is through 
no fault of our own (or every 
other MIAC school) that enroll-
ment is down across the board. 

Advancement just completed 
a $150 million campaign that 
brought in over $170 million 
in pledged gifts to the college. 
I think that we’re doing fine 
on fundraising even if alumni 
would rather give to capital 
improvements or scholarships 
instead of the endowment. 

Complaining about the meal 
plan and residential halls makes 
someone sound entitled (and 
yes, I think plenty of Gustavus 
students are that way). As a 
three-year CF I’m a bit surprised 
that there wasn’t an additional 
shot at quiet hours being too 
early for people as well. We 
have the 7th ranked meal plan 

in the country. How many of 
us have eaten cafeteria food in 
other places? I took my sister 
on a tour to Hamline and the 
Hamline students I ate with 
said they loved Gustavus’ food, 
so honestly let’s put our exqui-
sitely refined palettes in check 
for a moment. 

Programs get  cut  when 
changes are needed, and in case 
people haven’t noticed staff also 
get cut as well. Higher educa-
tion is facing financial crises 
across the board and a larger 
endowment won’t necessarily 
save us. Mr. Haberman would 
have a stronger argument if he 
actually cited a source for the 
faculty and administrators sal-
ary range. 

There was no mention of 
how hiring policies, tenure, and 
employee performance reviews 
impact compensation. We know 
our faculty aren’t paid as much 
as at other institutions, but I 
sincerely do not believe that 
this impacts their performance. 
I believe that Gustavus values 
people over programs, so if 
cutting budgets, teams, and 
programs is necessary in order 
to save jobs I will take this as the 
lesser of two evils. 

I would love to go more in-
depth on these points, but there 
is a more pressing point. I be-
lieve that Gustavus will exist in 
30 years, but it may not look the 
way it does today. I am a tradi-
tionalist, I want my children to 
come to a Gustavus that looks 
just the way it did when I went. 
However, I recognize that the 
landscape of higher education 
is changing and perhaps 4-year 
residential life colleges special-
izing in the liberal arts will be 
forced to adapt as well. 

Gustavus is not a building, 
a campus, policies, our meal 
plans. Gustavus will continue to 
exist as long as people who are 
dedicated to its mission carry 
on its legacy. 

President Bergman’s leader-
ship on the strategic plan will 
open the door to a plethora of 
options that we maybe have 
not considered before. Perhaps 
we’ll have satellite campuses 
like St. Scholastica. Maybe we 
will find new ways to reach 
international students through 
advanced technology. However, 
through all of this we will still 
be Gusties because it doesn’t 
matter where we are, it matters 
who we are. 

That is why Mr. Haberman’s 
argument about the quality of 
our faculty really got under my 
skin. I would venture to say that 
most academics don’t do it for 
the money. Assuming that our 
inability to pay as much as our 
peer institutions cheapens our 
professors’ value as scholars 
is very disturbing to me. The 
majority of our faculty are here 
to teach and they do a damn 
good job of it and I can honestly 
say that after taking nearly 40 
classes here. 

So, what would keep Gusta-
vus from existing in 30 years? 
Apathy. People that complain 
and do not act. These individu-
als could be students, faculty or 
staff. I take pride in my ability to 
enact change through collabora-
tive action. So here’s my advice: 
if you’re concerned about the 
endowment, become a Gusta-
vus Ambassador and interact 
with donors so that you can tell 
them your Gustavus story and 
perhaps entice them to relive 
their glory days through you. 

If you want a better meal plan, 
join the Kitchen Cabinet, if you 
can handle the 7 am meetings. 
They value student input and 
do respond. Or better yet, go 
in and talk to Steve someday, 
I guarantee you get a meeting 
with him in 24 hours or less.

Want better residential halls? 
Join the Student Affairs Com-
mittee for the Board of Trustees. 
Worried about declining enroll-
ment? The Admissions and 
Enrollment Committee for the 
Board of Trustees has my old 
spot opening up. 

I know for a fact that they are 
still in need of students to fill 
these positions. If you would 
like to know how pay works at 
Gustavus realize you’re tread-
ing into some very personal ter-
ritory. However, you should ask 
Human Resources about how 
pay is structured at Gustavus 
and how we compare to other 
institutions in our field. Wor-
ried about programs being cut? 
Figure out ways to be proactive 
and involved in the discussions 
before they happen. 

Moreover, we students can 
challenge our faculty to excel as 
well. Do not put up with doing 
a mediocre job in class because 
you’re not engaged. When else 
in our life will we have the op-
portunity to be with an expert 
in a discipline who is solely 
interested in teaching us for the 
sake of our learning? 

Education is an altruistic pro-
fession, but we can give back to 
our faculty by engaging with 
them and sincerely pushing 
them to excel alongside us. It’s 
not about the grade, it’s about 

Logan Boese  
Opinion Columnist

Gustavus Beyond

the pursuit of knowledge. 
In the end, as I look back at 

my four years, I realize that I 
was lucky. I had faculty and ad-
ministrators beside me who led 
me to places at Gustavus that I 
did not know were a possibility. 
I am a staunch defender of the 
liberal arts as the premier way 
to learn. When I graduate I will 
be engaged with Gustavus as a 
young alumni and I will give 
back to the best of my ability. 

I know though that my ex-
perience is not everyone’s and 
that may be for the best. Each 
and every one of us builds our 
own micro-version of Gustavus 
and that is where we reside. 
However, none of us should 
start believing that our micro-
version is the ultimate reality 
for everyone else here. 

Gustavus will survive beyond 
my days because of the people 
who love Gustavus as much 
(and sometimes more) than I do. 
I cannot wait to see what this 
place will look like in 30 years, 
changes and all.

Old Main, the first building erected at Gustavus Adolphus College in 1875. The college has survived over a century 
of changes, and many in the Gustavus community are confident that the Gustie spirit will endure future change. 

Creative Commons
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Birds are singing in the 
m e a d o w s  a n d  t re e s 
around the arboretum, 

rain falls softly outside win-
dows, and the minds of students 
begin to stray towards thoughts 
of summer. As the semester 
winds to a close many will begin 
to pack their belongings, finish 
their tests, and say goodbye to 
their friends. 

For those who are seniors 

there is something bittersweet 
about this goodbye, as the fear 
of never seeing dear friends 
again lingers in the back of stu-
dent’s minds. So, how does one 
maintain connections in today’s 
modern world? How does a stu-
dent go about keeping in touch?

With the advent of phenom-
enal technologies such as Face-
book, Twitter and Skype, stay-
ing connected is easier than 
ever. However these technolo-
gies are a poor substitute for 
real face-to-face interaction. 
Laughter can be mimicked, but 
true memories can’t be made 
through a Facebook page.

To maintain lasting relation-
ships with someone, you must 
make an effort.The importance 
of the relationship is equal to the 

Daniel McCrackin 
Opinion Columnist

effort that is put into it, because 
the greatest gift anyone can 
give is their time. When some-
one makes the effort of giving 
away their time it shows how 
important maintaining that 
relationship is to them.

Finding a healthy way to 
keep in contact with people and 
interact with them is a part of 
becoming an adult, because it 
requires personal responsibil-
ity. 

It is an investment of time 
and energy to be friends with 
someone, and it is a measure 
of personal responsibility when 
a person holds themselves ac-
countable for maintaining a 
personal relationship.

In a relationship where both 
people truly care for each other, 

then there should not be any 
fear of losing contact with 
them. 

There are endless benefits 
to maintaining contact with 
friends and family. For some it 
is simply the comfort of a lov-
ing embrace, a person they can 
speak to about their worries 
and troubles, and rely on when 
times get tough. For others it 
is building an interpersonal 
network, a web of people who 
can help them rise and become 
the best version of themselves 
and accomplish their dreams.

Still others do it for the mem-
ories. One day, as is the way of 
the world, everyone will die. It 
is not truly a morbid thought, 
simply a statement of the inevi-
table. When the time comes and 

Keeping in Touch
death comes knocking at the 
door, it is the people who kept 
their friends for the memories 
and lived on their own terms 
that will feel satisfied. Life is not 
a measure of how many years 
were lived, but how those years 
were lived. 

Friends, family, and lovers 
challenge you. They make you 
laugh, they make you cry, and 
sometimes they simply make 
you. The memories from time 
with friends are sometimes the 
only lifeboat you have when 
thrown into the stormy sea of 
doubt, fear, and anger. It is for 
reasons such as these and thou-
sands more that it is worthwhile 
to maintain connections with 
people.

All it takes is a little effort.

There is inexpressible pres-
sure that is pushed onto 

soon to be college graduates 
to find a job in their field be-
fore commencement day and I 
have been feeling that pressure 
since this January to find a job 
that pays the bills and uses my 
knowledge that I have gained 
as an English major here at 
Gustavus. 

This spring, I’ll be graduat-
ing without a job in any of my 
preferred fields. Instead, I’ll be 
heading back to my hometown 
to work in the kitchen at the 
same restaurant I’ve worked at 
for a few summers since coming 
to Gustavus. And you know 
what? That’s okay. 

It would be different if I had 
graduated four years ago and 
continued to be unemployed. 
I have had a regular job since 
I was fourteen after working 
for my parents for two years 
prior, helping out at my dad’s 
accounting firm. It’s safe to say 
that I have had some experience 
in the workforce, particularly 
when it comes to the hospitality 
industry. 

I’m also extremely glad and 
proud of those who have found 
exciting jobs to go to after their 
time at Gustavus is over. What 
I am trying to get at is that you, 
my fellow Gustie, don’t have 
to know exactly what you are 
going to be doing for the rest 
of your life career-wise by this 
May. We’re young. We have so 
much time ahead of us to do 
whatever we want, even if that 
means going back to school to 
specialize in something com-

Allison Hosman 
Opinion Columnist

pletely different than what you 
studied here at Gustavus.

Don’t believe me? Let me tell 
you about a few people. Cloth-
ing designer Vera Wang failed to 
make the 1985 U.S. Olympic Fig-
ure Skating team before coming 
an editor at Vogue magazine. 
Wang now owns one of the 
most successful clothing design 
companies in the United States. 

J.K. Rowling was a single 
mother living off of welfare 
when she was writing the first 
Harry Potter book. Five years 
later, Rowling became one of 
the wealthiest women in his-
tory (only to utilize her mil-
lions and time to international 
philanthropy between writing 
international best sellers). 

Famous dancer Fred Astaire 
was told that he could not 
dance, sing, or act during his 
first screen tests before coming 
a Hollywood legend. Author 
Truman Capote dropped out 

of high school and became a 
paperboy for the New Yorker 
and was eventually fired prior 
to writing some of the most 
notable novels in American 
history. Even James Franco is 
working on a PhD now. 

Granted, I’m not saying you 
need to set your sights on own-
ing multi-million dollar compa-
nies or publishing bestselling 
novels in a few years after leav-
ing Gustavus, but realize that 
even the most successful people 
on the planet have had some 
pretty big bumps in the road 
and even complete reversals 
in careers paths before finding 
their passions.

Give yourself a little bit of 
time. We all know we could use 
a bit of a breather after this tor-
nado of academics, student life, 
and growing up at Gustavus. 
Gustavus is only the beginning 
of a larger life journey that is 
yours to control. So do what 

interests you. Work at a job that 
you hate for a while. Take a class 
in something you never thought 
you had the time for until after 
college. Learn a new skill (which 
is why I became a line cook in 
the first place). 

A fear of failure can also lead 
to a fear of doing something that 
could be the next big thing in 
your life, so I know I’ll be going 
back to my hometown to work 
in a restaurant, but I also know 
that my story doesn’t stop there. 

Who knows, maybe I’ll go 
back to school to study some-
thing completely different or 
have a job I never thought I 
would have in a few years,but 
that pressure to find the perfect 
career right after Gustavus is 
still there. Believe me when I 
say that the pressure to succeed 
right away is nothing compared 
to the lightness of finding some-
thing to do with your life that 
makes you excited to go to work 

Pressure of Post-Grad Plans

in the morning. 
We are individuals who are 

capable of making significant 
and meaningful changes in our 
lives in the time we have once 
we leave this campus. One 
chapter in our lives will end 
when we walk across the plat-
form in our caps and gowns at 
the end of May, but the whole 
book of your life isn’t finished 
yet. 

The same goes for all of you 
reading this who haven’t even 
begun to think about life after 
Gustavus, those of you trying 
to figure out what to major in, 
or even those of you who have 
only just started at Gustavus 
and want to dip your feet into 
all kinds of departments and 
knowledge bases as you look 
into your future at college. 

Gustavus seniors graduate May 29. Post-grad Gusties face many new challenges and choices after their time at Gustavus. 
Creative Commons
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what you would like to be as a person, 
and maybe some problems you have with 
yourself right now, and whether they really 
have merit. If they do, think about how you 
can better yourself. Also, it’s good to try 
and get involved in things you like, as you 
can develop more hobbies and interests and 
meet more people like yourself.”

Page 13

What is something you’ve done that 
you’re proud of?

“Throughout the years, I’ve really focused 
on smaller goals that have made me really 
happy and proud. Recently I became part 
of the CAB Executive Board as a part of 
marketing. I was very proud to become a 
part of that. I’m also very proud of how I’ve 
changed and developed this year. I feel like 
I’ve become more of who I am and that I’ve 
found myself out and figured out myself a 
bit more.”

What is a goal that you are aiming 
to achieve?

“I have a lot going on next year already 
that kind of contribute to some goals I had. 
Next year I’ll be on CAB, and I’m going to 
be a Hoffman Center Co-Coordinator. I’m 
excited for junior year, even if the work-
load will be getting more intense. A more 
personal goal I have is to just get out there 
more. I enjoy where I live right now, but I 
also feel like I can be a little secluded and 
separated from the rest of the campus. Also 
it’s a smaller dorm so I don’t get to interact 
with as many people. So I’d really like to 
go out and do more, meet more people, and 
attend more events. I’d like to meet more 
classmates, since I usually sit in the front 
and don’t really talk to the people behind 
me, so maybe I’ll sit in the middle and force 

myself to meet others.”

What kind of advice would you give 
to someone who’s trying to grow as 
a person?

“I would say that it’s good to sit and think 
about yourself. Think about your values, 

Beneath The Crown was created by Nick Theisen 
(‘15). It is inspired by Humans of New York (HONY) 
and aims to bring the community of Gustavus 
Adolphus College closer together by providing the 
perspectives of the many different people who live and 
work at the school.

BENEATH THE CROWN
? ??

Cameron MacDonald

Savannah LaKose

Comic
Carly Maslowski

Sudoku

YOUR COMIC HERE

We’re always open to new comic talent! Send us a sample of 
your work at weekly@gac.edu! Political, humor, anything!
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The Gustavus Adolphus 
College Women’s Ten-
nis team is going danc-

ing. A doubles sweep and two 
straight-set singles wins gave 
the Gusties a 5-0 victory over 
Carleton College on Saturday 
afternoon at the Bell Field Ten-
nis Courts. The win clinches 
Gustavus its first conference 
playoff title since 2011, and the 
Gusties also earn an automatic 
bid to the 2016 NCAA Women’s 
Tennis Championships.

“I’m so proud of our team,” 
Coach Jon Carlson said. “They 
really stepped up and played 
well against a very good Car-
leton team. The toughness and 
passion they showed through-
out the entire match was truly 
inspiring and I’m proud to be 
their coach.”

Just over one week ago, the 
Gusties fell to the Knights 7-2 
in St. Peter, a match that end-
ed Gustavus’s perfect regular 
season conference record and 
proved to be the Gustie’s only 
match of the season in which 
they were swept in doubles.

This Saturday was a different 
story, as the Black and Gold 
began the match with a 3-0 dou-
bles sweep.  Michaela Schulz 
and Lizzy Stanczyk were first 
off the court, taking an 8-4 win 
at the No. 1 position. Ally Baker 
and Briana Hartmann put up an 
identical 8-4 win at the second 

spot, and minutes later, Katie 
Aney and Sid Dirks sealed the 
sweep with an 8-5 win at the 
third position.

The Knights proved to be 
tough in singles though, and 
pushed Gustavus at each of the 
six positions. However, after a 
tight first set, Hartmann cruised 
in the second to pick up a 6-4, 
6-2 win at the No. 5 position 
to give the Gusties a 4-0 lead. 
Then, with the remainder of 
her teammates locked in tight 
battles, Baker fought back from 
a 4-3 second set deficit to take 
a 6-2, 6-4 victory to clinch the 
match for Gustavus.

Now, Gustavus returns to the 
NCAA Championships after a 
four-year drought between 2012 
and 2015. Prior to 2012, Carl-
son’s teams had a remarkable 
21-year run in which the Gusties 
appeared in the big dance. This 
year’s national tournament field 
will be announced Monday 
afternoon.

The Gustie women are ap-
pearing in the NCAA Cham-
pionships for the 24th time in 
program history. Gustavus last 
made the big dance in 2011 and 
earned each of their 23 bids in 
consecutive seasons from 1989-
2011, including winning the 
National Championship in 1990. 
Gustavus earned the MIAC’s 
automatic bid to this season’s 
tournament by defeating Car-
leton College 5-0 in Saturday’s 
conference playoff title match.

The Black and Gold head to 

Whitewater, Wis. with a 21-7 
overall record, a No. 36 national 
ranking, and No. 9 regional 
ranking. Gustavus’s opponent, 
Wheaton, is 18-1 this season and 
is ranked No. 13 in the region. 
The Thunder have two mutual 
opponents with the Gusties, 
including Carthage College 
and Augustana College. Gusta-
vus defeated Carthage 5-1 and 
Augustana 7-2, while Wheaton 
took down Carthage 5-0 and 
Augustana 5-4.

This weekend’s regional will 
be held at the Wangerin Courts 
on the campus of UW-White-
water, with Premier Tennis and 
Fitness in Janesville, Wis. serv-
ing as the backup site in case of 
inclement weather.

In terms of season honors, 
five women were named to 
the All-MIAC Team that was 
announced Tuesday by the con-
ference office. Seniors Sid Dirks 
and Lizzy Stanczyk, Junior Mi-
chaela Schulz, Sophomore Ally 
Baker, and First-year Briana 
Hartmann were each named to 
both the All-Conference singles 
and doubles teams. In addition, 
Sophomore Katie Aney was 
named the conference’s Elite 
22 winner, which honors the 
individual with the highest GPA 
at the MIAC Playoff Champion-
ship site.

Dirks, a senior captain, is 
making her third consecutive 
appearance on the All-MIAC 
doubles team and second on 
the singles squad. The St. Peter 

native primarily held down 
the No. 3 singles and doubles 
positions on the year. In singles, 
Dirks went 16-13 overall, in-
cluding a 6-2 mark in the MIAC. 
In doubles, she compiled a 
record of 22-10, including a 9-1 
conference record.

Schulz, who is ranked No. 36 
in the nation and No. 9 in the 
region individually, is making 
her third straight appearance 
on both the singles and doubles 
teams. The junior played No. 
1 singles and doubles for the 
Gusties, posting an 18-14 overall 
singles record (8-1 MIAC) and 
22-9 doubles mark (8-1 MIAC).

Stanczyk, who transferred 
to Gustavus from St. Louis 
University midway through 
her sophomore season, is being 
honored for the second consecu-
tive season on the singles and 
doubles teams. Dirks’ fellow se-
nior captain went 8-9 in singles 
(5-3 MIAC), primarily playing 
at the No. 2 spot, and went 17-5 
(8-1 MIAC) at the No. 1 doubles 
position.

Baker, a sophomore, made 
the jump from No. 6 singles last 
season and held down the No. 
4 position this year. The Rose-
mount native went 22-8 overall 
(8-1 MIAC) in singles while 
also going 24-6 in doubles (8-1 
MIAC), primarily playing at the 
second spot.

In her rookie season, Hart-
mann broke into the collegiate 
tennis scene with a 24-8 overall 
mark in singles (10-0 MIAC) 

while holding down the No. 5 
singles spot. In doubles, Hart-
mann went 21-5 (8-1 MIAC) 
while teaming with Baker pri-
marily at the No. 2 position.

Aney, a sophomore, went 19-6 
in singles (6-1 MIAC) while 
primarily playing at the No. 6 
spot. In doubles, the Rochester 
product went 18-6 overall (7-1 
MIAC) while playing at the 
third position. She earned the 
Elite 22 Award after posting a 
4.0 GPA as a biology and bio-
chemistry double major.

As part of a conference-wide 
sportsmanship initiative, the 
MIAC also announced the 10th 
annual All-MIAC Sportsman-
ship Team for women’s ten-
nis. Members of the All-MIAC 
Sportsmanship team are se-
lected by their coaches and 
teammates as individuals who 
demonstrate ideals of positive 
sportsmanship both on and off 
the court. Representing Gusta-
vus on this year’s All-Sports-
manship Team was Senior Kaity 
Johnson.

The Gusties will take on 
Wheaton College this Thursday 
in the first round of the NCAA 
Championships in Whitewa-
ter, Wis. Gustavus earned the 
MIAC’s automatic berth to the 
national tournament after earn-
ing the conference playoff title 
this past Saturday with a 5-0 
win over Carleton College.

If you see a Women’s Tennis 
player around, wish her luck at 
the tournament!

Gone dancin’

Jeremy Pastir
Photography Editor
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Women’s Tennis headed to the NCAA tournament

Senior Sid Dirks and Sophomore Katie Aney celebrate after a point against St. Thomas on May 5. The Gusties won the MIAC Playoffs amd are headed to the big dance for the first time since 2011. 
At time of print they are playing Wheaton College in Whitewater, Wisconsin in the first round of the tournament.
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SPORTS
SCHEDULE
Friday, May 13

Women’s Track and Field 
at MIAC Championships

All Day

Men’s Track and Field at 
MIAC Championships

All Day

Saturday, May 14
Men’s Track and Field at 
MIAC Championships

All Day

Women’s Track and Field 
at MIAC Championships

All Day

Men’s Tennis vs. 
Coe College (NCAA 
Championships)

10 a.m.

Junior Jena Willis at bat in the Gusties contest against St. Kate’s in the MIAC Playoffs. Unfortunately the Gusties dropped the game and went 0-2 in the 
playoffs despite a 17-5 regular season conference record and an overall record of 26-12.

Softball falls in MIAC playoffs

Softball falls at MIAC play-
offs, season comes to an 
end

After a very successful regu-
lar season, the Gustavus Softball 
team’s season came to abrupt 
end last weekend at the MIAC 
Conference Playoff Tourna-
ment, hosted by top seeded 
University of St. Thomas. The 
second seeded Gusties went 0-2 
in the tournament, thus bring-
ing their season to an end. The 
team’s overall record was 26-12, 
while earning a 17-5 record in 
regular season conference play.

The Gusties began the MIAC 
Playoff Tournament last Friday 
with a game against the third 
seeded St. Catherine Univer-
sity Wildcats, who the Gusties 
swept in a double header a few 
weeks ago. Unfortunately, this 
game resulted in a different out-
come. The Wildcats jumped out 
to a 4-0 lead after a strong fourth 
inning. The Gusties then fired 
back and scored two runs of 
their own, cutting the deficit to 
4-2 with one inning left to play. 

In the bottom of the seventh 
and final inning, the game 
came down to the very last out, 
when Senior slugger Nathalee 
Boissiere stepped up to the 
plate with one runner on base. 
Boissiere swung for the fences, 
but a St. Catherine’s outfielder 
robbed what would been the 
game-tying home run for a very 
dramatic finish to the game. 

After falling in their first 
game, the Gusties were then 
set to face Hamline University 
Pipers, who lost their first game 
against tournament host St. 
Thomas, in an elimination game 
on Saturday. Earlier in the sea-
son, the Gusties split a double 

header against the Pipers.
On Saturday, the Gusties 

came out on fire against Ham-
line, jumping out to an early 
3-0 lead over the Pipers after 
the second inning. The score 
stayed the same until the fifth 
inning, where the momentum 
took a swing. Hamline scored 
four runs to take a 4-3 lead. 
Hamline then added one more 
insurance run in the sixth in-
ning. With their season on the 
line, the Gusties were unable 
to complete the comeback, fall-
ing 5-3. 

“Close, but no cigar. We had 
two innings that we could not 
work out of and those were the 
difference in each game,” Head 
Coach Jeff Annis said. 

Although the result was less 
than ideal, the players kept their 
heads held high.

“This weekend did not turn 
out the way that we wanted, 
but overall, we played well 
as a team and never gave up.  
Though the outcome was not 
what any of us would have 
hoped, they were some of the 
most fun and well played games 
of my college career,” Boissiere 
said.

Boissiere hopes that next 
year’s team will learn from the 
mistakes and successes that the 
team experienced this season.

“Overall, I am very proud 
of what my team and I accom-
plished as a whole this year. 
This year with some insight 
from a new coach, Shelby No-
san, we reflected more on our 
growth as people at the end of 
our games and less on the out-
come. Being my senior season, 
I wouldn’t have wanted it to 
happen any other way. Gusta-
vus Softball has given me some 
of the greatest experiences and 
relationships of my life,” said 
Boissiere. 

Boissiere, along with the rest 
of this year’s senior class defi-
nitely left an impression on all 
of those involved with the team.

“The seniors were five great 
players and even better people. 
Again, they take with them 
experience that we cannot re-
place. All five represented what 
it means to be a Gustie.” Head 
Coach Annis said. 

The seniors will be missed by 
their teammates, as well.

“I can tell you that the seniors 
were some of the most under-
standing, caring, considerate, 
silly, and passionate people 
I know. Their personalities 
are so outgoing and funny. It 
definitely helped in high stress 
points in the season. I think I 
speak for the whole team when 
I say they will be greatly missed 
and have left their mark on the 
program for years to come. If 
you wanted to hear about how 
much each one of them meant 
to us, senior day was the perfect 
opportunity,” First-year Emily 
Webb said. 

Webb, who was the starting 
second basemen for nearly the 

Jake Woodrich
Staff Writer

entire season, enjoyed her first 
season of collegiate softball and 
looks forward to the seasons to 
come.

“I don’t think I could have 
asked for a better first season. 
Not because of our record or 
anything like that, but for the 
ability to make amazing connec-
tions with some truly amazing 
people. Next season, I hope to 
see the same desire to compete 
as I did this season from my 
teammates, as well as from my-
self. I don’t have a doubt in my 
mind that we can compete with 
any team in the MIAC if we 
work hard and continue playing 
for We over Me,” Webb said. 

The preparation for next sea-
son will include things such 
as summer league softball, 
weightlifting, captain’s prac-
tices, among other offseason 
activities to keep the team 
working and bonding together. 
Despite the bitter ending to the 
season, the Gustavus softball 
team enjoyed a rather successful 
season, and hopes to continue 
and improve on this success 
next season.

Gustavus Sports Information

Men’s Track and Field at 
NCAA Championships

All Day

Women’s Track and Field 
at NCAA Championships

All Day

Season comes to a premature end

Thursday, May 26

Friday, May 27

Men’s Track and Field at 
NCAA Championships

All Day

Women’s Track and Field 
at NCAA Championships

All Day

Saturday, Aug. 27
Men’s Soccer at Viterbo 
(Exhibition)

TBD

Thursday, Sept. 1

Women’s Soccer at 
Nebraska Wesleyan

TBD

Men’s Soccer at Wartburg
7 p.m.



This year in sports
Looking back on 2015-2016 Gustie Athletics
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What a year it’s been for Gustie Athletics! To celebrate the 
College Department of Intercollegiate Athletics is hosting 
the second annual Golden Gusties Awards Banquet on 

Sunday, May 15 in the Don Roberts Ice Rink. The banquety will 
honor the achievements of all the athletic teams and its student-
athletes.  The banquet will include a social hour with hors d’oeuvres 
and dessert from 6:15 to 7 p.m. prior to the awards presentation at 7. 

Football went 7-3, the pro-
grams first 7 win season since 
2001. The biggest highlight 
came on Nov. 7, 2015 when the 
Gusties scored two touchdowns 
in the final two minutes to beat 
Concordia-Moorhead 43-34.

Men’s Soccer finished the 
year 9-5-3 overall and 3-4-3 in 
the MIAC. Key wins came in 
against MIAC foes Bethel, Con-
cordia, and Hamline.

Women’s Soccer had a re-
markable season, going 13-7-1 
on the year, and capturing the 
first MIAC playoff Champion-
ship in program history with 
their 1-0 victory against St. 
Thomas on Nov. 7, 2015.

Men’s Hockey ended their 
season with a record of 6-14-5. It 
was not the season they wanted, 
but they still tallied key wins 
over Saint Mary’s, Augsburg, 
Saint John’s, Concordia and 
Bethel.

Women’s Hockey battled inju-
ries all season, and went 9-13-3 
overall. Regardless they fell 
just short of the playoffs, tying 
Hamline 1-1 in a must win game 
on Feb. 20. 

Men’s Swim and Dive fin-
ished fourth at the MIAC Cham-
pionships on Feb. 20 after a 
strong season. The Gusties had  
been in fifth place until the final 
day of the meet, where they 
edged past Carleton.

Women’s Swim and Dive 
capped off an excellent season 
with a second place finish at 
the MIAC Championships on 
Feb. 20. The team also sent five 
individuals to the NCAA Cham-
pionships.

Men’s Basketball battled 
through injuries all year, but 
marked an overall record of 12-
13. A season highlight came on 
Feb. 13 when the Gusties over-
came a 20-point defecit against 
Hamline and won 101-91 in 
overtime.

Women’s Basketball had an 
outstanding season, finishing 
20-7 overall. The Gusties tied 
for second place in the MIAC, 
and won their first playoff game 
since 2012 with a 65-40 domina-
tion of St. Benedict’s.

Volleyball had a dream sea-
son in 2015, making the NCAA 
tournament for the first time 
since 2008, but falling in the first 
round to UW-Eau Claire. The 
Gusties were 27-3 on the year.

Women’s Cross Country fin-
ished 6th in the MIAC, and 
11th of 30 teams in the NCAA 
Central Region Meet.

Men’s Cross Country finished 
5th in the MIAC, and 6th of 29 
teams in the NCAA Central 
Region Meet.

Gymnastics took eighth at 
the WIAC Championships on 
March 4th. Junior Alex Kopp 
claimed the National Collegiate 
Floor championship.

Baseball capped off their 20-
18 season with a doubleheader 
sweep of No. 15 St. Thomas on 
May 7. This marked the first 
Gustie sweep of the Tommies 
since 2001. This was the Gusties 
first .500 or above season since 

Softball finished the season 
26-12 overall, and second in the 
MIAC Standings but two close 
losses in the playoffs ended 
their season prematurely.

Men’s Golf hit a hot streak in 
the spring. winning three meets 
in a row, but unfortunately 
failed to qualify for the NCAA 
Championships.

Women’s Golf concluded the 
season by placing third in the 
Carleton Invite on May 1. Earli-
er on, the Gusties placed second 
in the Minnesota State-Mankato 
Spring Invite on April 17.

Men’s Tennis earned their 
28th straight MIAC regular sea-
son championship, and their 6th 
straight MIAC Playoff Cham-
pionship. The men will play 
Staurday in the first round of 
the NCAA tournament.

Women’s Tennis solidified a 
trip to the NCAA Champion-
ships by winning the MIAC 
Playoffs for the first time since 
2011.

Women’s Track and Field 
team took eighth in the MIAC in 
Indoor, and looks to place better 
in Outdoor on May 13 and 14.

Men’s Track and Field team 
took eighth in the MIAC in In-
door, and looks to place better 
in Outdoor on May 13 and 14.


