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The 2016 American po-
litical campaigns have 
been overwhelmed by 

the increasingly vocal presence 
of groups previously unrecog-
nized in the political process. 
Recently, Politico ran a piece by 
Matthew MacWilliams focusing 
on the rise of authoritarianism 
in American politics. 

Authoritarianism is nothing 
new throughout the world and 
in America as well. However, 
this is different from fascism 
or nationalism, which utilize 
authoritarianism, but may be 
easier to spot because the degree 
to which one can identify with 
authoritarian tendencies can 
vary greatly. 

The Oxford English Diction-
ary defines an authoritarian as, 
“A person who favours obedi-
ence to authority as opposed 
to personal liberty.” It is not 
difficult to see how hyper-na-
tionalism combined with strong 
authoritarian inclinations can 
lead to fascism. 

MacWilliams argues that 
supporters of Donald Trump 
can be identified by their au-
thoritarian tendencies. Specific 
markers include an emphasis 
on obedience, behavior, and 
respect. While it is tempting to 
blame only right-wing rhetoric 
for the rise of authoritarianism, 
members of all ideologies are 

susceptible to authoritarian 
tendencies. 

“In a general election, Trump’s 
strongman rhetoric will surely 
appeal to some of the 39 percent 
of independents in my poll who 
identify as authoritarians and 
the 17 percent of self-identified 
Democrats who are strong au-
thoritarians,” MacWilliams 
said. It is clear that authori-
tarianism has found its way into 

our political discourse in levels 
previously unrecognized. 

What accounts for this sud-
den resurgence of authoritarian 
tendencies? I personally believe 
that there are two reasons for 
the rise in authoritarian ten-
dencies. Fear and an escapist 
mentality have overwhelmed 
the American population and 
opened a path for rhetoric from 
outsider candidates. However, 

I believe that these two para-
lyzing symptoms have become 
a staple of more than just the 
political arena. 

First, fear of terrorism, domes-
tic or international, has grown 
since 9/11. This is unsurpris-
ing, because we are constantly 
fed live updates of terrorist at-
tacks that occur in the Western 
world. This is compounded 
upon by economic fears after the 
Great Recession, thus creating 
a climate ripe for an individual 
promising a solution to step in. 

However, it is not just fear of 
“what’s out there.” Our fears 
hit very close to home as well, 
as evidenced by the increas-
ingly divisive rhetoric on our 
campuses. The problems that 
face Gustavus from student and 
administrative standpoints are 
not unique. 

Although we Gusties like 
to think that we are special 
and separate  f rom other 
institutions,what we face here 
on the Hill is but a small piece 
of larger puzzle that is higher 
education and academia. 

So what concerns me? I am 
incredibly worried about the 
escapist mentality that is sweep-
ing across both ends of the polit-
ical spectrum. Authoritarianism 
capitalizes on the desire to be 
distracted from responsibility, 
by promising an easy solution 
that only requires loyalty. 

These promises are often ac-
companied by a lack of detail 
and very little depth concerning 
the issues themselves. Indeed, 
within our contemporary politi-

cal discourse the above descrip-
tion sounds a bit like multiple 
candidates on both ends of the 
political spectrum.

On our campuses, this escap-
ism takes the form of pushing 
student cultural issues onto 
administrators, rather than find-
ing ways to create peer-initiated 
change. When individuals pre-
fer to  delegate problems to 
“someone else” because of a job 
title, political position, or per-
ceived expertise we are escaping 
our civic and communal duties. 

We students are contributing 
to this same trend of escapism 
by feeding into a system that 
believes that change can only 
occur top/down. 

As Opinion Editor Amy Leini-
nger remarked last issue, the in 
loco parentis role of our univer-
sities has been rebelled against 
time and time again by students. 
However, we are perhaps now 
more than ever comfortable 
with our institution holding our 
hand, just so long as they do it 
on our terms (i.e. only when it 
spares us from confronting our 
own responsibilities). 

So, who are we to say that 
we are any better than those 
who articulate passionate (al-
beit sometimes misplaced) fears 
about the state of the world?

 As long as we continue along 
this path escapism will be the 
ruin of the grand experiment 
that was American Democracy. 
Until we recognize our civic and 
communal duties and responsi-
bilities we allow authoritarian-
ism to run free and unchecked.

Logan Boese
Opinion Columnist

Fear and Escapism

Controversies on campus: Gustavus is embroiled in discussions about Trump’s authoritarianism, and the role of the institution versus student responsibility. 
Amy Leininger



opinion Page 11Editor | Amy Leininger Friday, April 29, 2016 •

Didn’t get the room assign-
ment you wanted? Still 
on campus as a senior? 

Thank capitalism, not Charlie 
Potts. The price of higher educa-
tion has skyrocketed and enroll-
ment is down. The college de-
gree we are chasing in our four 
years at this institution costs 500 
percent more than our parents’ 
degrees from less than 30 years 
ago. We know this, but we also 
fail to realize what it means. 

We exist in a system that plac-
es a lofty price on a universal 
right to education. Politicians 
win elections by promising a 
great education for all. How-
ever, this right to an education 
suddenly disappears after the 
12th grade. Instead, a price tag 
is slapped on education, and it 
suddenly becomes a right of the 
few and the wealthy. 

In our country, higher educa-
tion is a privilege, not a univer-
sal right. As college students, 
we understand this notion all 
too well. We feel the weight 
that rising tuition has placed 
on our family and our futures. 
We know peers and friends who 
are unable to attend a secondary 
institution. 

We are taught to justify our 
insanely priced purchase by 
treating it as an investment in 
our future. We are told that in 
order to find a well-paying and 

sustainable job we must carry 
a degree, no matter the hole it 
burns in our bank account. We 
are also taught that this is a logi-
cal way the system works. Is it?

Americans are taught to em-
body a strong work ethic and we 
equate success with hard work. 
Simultaneously, we attribute 
lack of achievement to a lack 
of effort. In reality, the system 
only rewards those already on 

top. This is also true in higher 
education. 

By placing the burden of 
education on the individual, 
the government perpetuates 
the halt on class mobility. Be-
ing unable to afford college 
leaves students with very few 
options. Even for those students 
that somehow piece together 
loans, grants, and minimum 
wage jobs are weighed down 

with excessive amounts of debt 
upon graduation. 70 percent of 
graduating students will enter 
the workforce with an average 
of $30,000 of debt. These young 
Americans do not lack a strong 
work ethic, they’re just drown-
ing in a system that forces you 
to fall behind to “get ahead.”

The rising cost of college con-
tinues to not only exceed that 
of inflation, but also the rise of 

Sophie Leininger  
Opinion Columnist

Education or Exploitation?

financial aid. This means more 
and more students and families 
are left with little options and 
the idea of opportunity for all 
becomes meaningless. The in-
creases in tuition are even more 
drastic for private institutions, 
and again, the financial aid is 
not matching these increases. 

Although we may living this 
reality, many of us are unaware 
of what it truly means for our 
country. What we do not un-
derstand is that this system has 
transformed a universal and 
humanitarian right to knowl-
edge and learning into a tool to 
keep the wheels of the capitalist 
system churning. 

When we place such a high 
price on college education, it no 
longer represents the expansion 
of free thinking and knowledge. 
It becomes an institution that 
simply churns out workers 
while simultaneously maintain-
ing advantages for the wealthy 
and actively holding back ev-
eryone else.

We can no longer afford to 
laugh off proponents of free 
higher education. It is wholly 
unsurprising that young people 
support Bernie Sander’s pro-
posal for free college education. 
Students are at the frontlines of 
a broken system. Tuition rises 
every single year and higher 
education becomes less and less 
attainable. 

Our country has a strong 
tradition of ensuring educa-
tion for all children, rejecting 
the notion that only privileged 
children ought to have access. It 
is time that we reject privilege as 
a prerequisite for higher educa-
tion as well.  

Facing mounting debt, college students are questioning a system that commodifies education at the expense of the financial security of millions.
Creative Commons

The Good, the Bad, and the Meh
Beyoncé dropped her gorgeous new visual album 
“Lemonade,” available for streaming exclusively on 
Tidal.

With the surprise release of  the album, Tidal has    
become a top new download from iTunes.

Don’t forget to cancel Tidal when your free month-
long trial runs out. 
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From the beginning of their 
first day on campus, col-
lege first-years hear the 

mantra “get involved in student 
organizations.” They hear it 
from their greeters, professors, 
and even their friends who start 
getting into organizations to oc-
cupy their time. 

Yet at what point does a stu-
dent become over-involved in 
both on and off-campus activi-
ties? What are the effects of this 
over-involvement on a student’s 
academic and social life?

There are many fun and active 
clubs and organizations that a 
student can join in order to meet 
people and engage in their col-

lege environment. Everything 
from Greek life and student 
government bodies that involve 
a lot of time and energy, to more 
casual groups such as a tabletop 
board game club or a weekly 
swing dance club are available 
for students. 

However it is impossible to 
join everything, and indeed 
joining too many organizations 
can put a lot of undue stress on 
a student.

When being a part of any or-
ganization there is an amount 
of responsibility that must be 
taken on, even if it is just as a 
member. Members who also 
hold executive positions within 
an organization are burdened 
with the further responsibility 
that their position entails. Even-
tually this responsibility will 
compound based on the number 
of organizations a person may 
be a part of.

So at what point is there too 
much responsibility for one 
person to handle? That depends 

Daniel McCrackin 
Opinion Columnist

on the person themselves, but 
ultimately there is a point of 
being too involved, where they 
have taken so much responsi-
bility that it interferes with their 
ability to live their life. 

Adding together the factors 
of school work, financial em-
ployment, and having an active 
social life, it can be difficult to 
balance organizations in school 
with these things.

Admittedly being a part of 
an organization is an aspect of 
one’s social life, but as men-
tioned previously it entails a 
certain level of responsibil-
ity that may prevent one from 
enjoying that social life to its 
fullest. The effects of being 
overburdened in such a way 
all boil down to one key thing: 
stress.

Stress, despite what people 
are often told, is healthy in a lot 
of ways. It’s a motivating factor 
in accomplishing tasks, and it 
allows someone to know their 
mental limits and how much 

they can perform at any one 
time. However, too much stress 
is unhealthy, especially when 
taking on too much responsi-
bility it is possible to take in an 
untold amount of stress as well.

Stress is not the only ill effect 
that being too involved can 
have on a person. Often, when 
one is involved in many orga-
nizations it is also a burden on 
the amount of time that can be 
spent devoted to those organi-
zations. When less time is spent 
with one group or another, it 
can be hard to build strong, 
interpersonal relationships 
with the people in one group 
or another.

It is because of the unhealthy 
effects of being over-stressed 
that it becomes necessary to 
take a step back and analyze the 
burden placed upon a person’s 
shoulders. Then prioritize, 
decide what is important and 
what is superfluous. With deci-
sions like these it is possible to 
be both involved on campus 

Student (Over)Involvement
and have a balanced social life 
and academic life.

Being involved on campus 
is wonderful, it allows many 
pro-active people and groups to 
create a greater sense of commu-
nity. To be a part of something 
more, is why many people join 
organizations that are involved 
around campus. If it weren’t 
for student organizations we 
would not have the incredible 
conferences we have each year. 
Organizations such as Building 
Bridges, the MAYDAY! Peace 
Conference, and many other 
student organizations provide 
a wealth of opportunities that 
should be enjoyed to the fullest. 

I encourage anyone and ev-
eryone to get involved as much 
as they can, but not to such a 
level that it becomes a problem. 
The message that should be 
taken from this is simply not to 
spread oneself too thin, at the 
risk of the undue amount of 
stress this could cause.

Coping with death is never 
easy. At one point in our 

lives, everyone will experience 
losing someone close to them. A 
person who has lost a loved one 
will often feel sad and may face 
depression. This is inevitable. 

These past few years seem to 
have held a substantial amount 
of celebrity deaths. Many of 
these celebrities were people 
that you and I looked up to. 
While they may not all have 
been great role models through-
out their lives, no one is perfect. 

 In February 2012, world-re-
nowned singer Whitney Hous-
ton passed away. Although I did 
not necessarily see her as a role 
model, I have fond memories of 
hearing her music growing up. 

When she passed, the news 
did not shock me. I thought, 
“Oh, it’s just another celebrity 
drug overdose,” not thinking 
that she is someone’s loved one, 
mother, daughter, or friend. 
After her death, the Los Ange-
les Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa 
said, “Her music inspired mil-
lions and the power of her voice 
was hard to match in its depth 
and crystalline beauty.” Just 
reading this quote makes me 
realize how much she touched 
people with her music. 

Another celebrity who was 
widely loved around the world 
was Michael Jackson. He died 
in 2009, and I can remember the 
place I was when I found out the 

Jessica Hastings Ereth 
Opinion Columnist

news. One of my good friends 
fell on her knees and starting 
crying. She felt so much for 
this man even though she had 
never met him. This astounded 
me, until I found out his music 
is what helped her cope with 
a death that happened in her 
family. 

To this day you see magazines 
with Michael Jackson’s face on 
them, whether from his younger 
years in the Jackson 5, to his last 
days, people still loved him. 
There have been people who 
have not accepted his death 
so easily, and coming up with 
conspiracy theories about how 
he still lives on. This may be 
their own way of coping with 
his death. 

Robin Williams was a beloved 
American actor who passed 
away in 2014. His death was so 
shocking that even President 
Obama remarked, “He was one 
of a kind. He arrived in our lives 
as an alien – but he ended up 
touching every element of the 
human spirit.” 

During the late 1970s and 
early 1980s, Williams had an 
addiction to cocaine. He was a 
casual friend of John Belushi, 
and the sudden death of Be-
lushi, along with the birth of his 
son Zak, prompted him to quit 
drugs and alcohol. Williams 
turned to exercise and cycling 
to help alleviate his depression 
shortly after Belushi’s death. 

His depression continued 
until he had committed suicide 
at the age of 63 in August 2014. 
He starred in numerous films, 
including “Good Morning Viet-
nam,” “Good Will Hunting,” 
and “Aladdin.” These movies 
will continue to be classics and 
future generations will live on 
watching these amazing films. 

The most recent celebrity 
death that has touched many, es-
pecially Minnesotans, is Prince. 
The Minnesota native died in 
his home in Chanhassen on 
April 21st, 2016. Countries all 
over the world showed sadness 
with the color purple. For many, 
he was also much more than 
a singer, he was an icon that 
showed the power of gender 
fluidity. 

He was known for frequently 
dressing up in women’s cloth-
ing when he performed. He 
held many different sexual/
gender identities across his ca-
reer, which showed his desire to 

be recognized as a music artist 
before anything else. 

When Prince decided to 
change his name to a symbol in 
1993 he chose it since it united 
the male and female sex sym-
bols. This not only made his 
identity an inherently androgy-
nous one, but also made us see 
beyond him, beyond his name. 
Prince was an indefinable figure 
of culture and music.

Although all of these celebri-
ties led very different lives this 
does not change the fact that 
many people loved them. If 
there is anything I have learned 
over the years it is that we all 

Mourning Celebrities

have people we look up to. 
People will have differences 

of opinion but somehow death 
brings us together. You realize 
that other things that happened 
do not matter anymore; all 
that matters is that you have 
someone to mourn with. These 
are just some of the many be-
loved celebrities that people 
have grown to love and look 
up upon. 

Respect the dead and try 
to understand that everyone 
mourns differently, so be sup-
portive of those around you.

Fans worldwide mourn after Prince died in his home in Chanhassen, Minnesota on April 21st, 2016.
Creative Commons
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“Everything. I think everything can be 
improved on, and you never really stop 
growing. Again, it comes back to all the 
people you meet and the influence they 
have on you. It has to do with the decisions 
you make, the life experiences that are 
thrown at you, and how you handle that, 

Page 13

Who is someone who influenced 
you greatly in your life?

“I feel like a lot of people have influenced 
my life. You know the idea that everything 
happens for a reason? I feel that it’s like 
that for people you meet. Everyone who 
comes into your life does so for a reason 
whether it’s for short or long period of 
time. Everyone you meet or come across in 
your life can influence you or change you 
in some way. Everyone, to me, is important. 
The most important to me would probably 
be my parents. My mom is my hero and my 
dad is the strongest person I know.”

What was a defining moment in 
your life?

“I would say every time I moved was 
pretty defining. The first time, we moved 
to Tijuana for six months. That was moving 
from the U.S. to Mexico, and then from 
there we moved to Cancun, which was a 
huge change. It was a completely different 
lifestyle that we had to start living with 
that move. I wouldn’t even say that it was 
because I was young that that was the big-
gest moment. Honestly, and this is going to 
sound cliché because we’re here, but I think 
moving to Gustavus was the biggest life-
changer. I was on my own once I got here. I 
mean, my brother’s here, but I had to make 
new friends, meet new people, and I had to 

get to really know myself in a different way, 
really in an introspective way.”

What do you hope to develop or 
improve on in the near future?

you decide to learn from it or not.”

Beneath The Crown was created by Nick Theisen 
(‘15). It is inspired by Humans of New York (HONY) 
and aims to bring the community of Gustavus 
Adolphus College closer together by providing the 
perspectives of the many different people who live and 
work at the school.

BENEATH THE CROWN
? ??

Cameron MacDonald

Gisel Murillo

Comic
Carly Maslowski

Sudoku

YOUR COMIC HERE

We’re always open to new comic talent! Send us a sample of 
your work at weekly@gac.edu! Political, humor, anything!

1. 2.

3. 4.
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After a very strong start 
to the spring season, the 
Gustavus Women’s Ten-

nis team hopes to continue and 
build on their success through-
out the rest of the season. The 
team is currently undefeated in 
conference play, with a record 
of eight wins and zero losses, 
with one of the biggest victories 
being an 8-1 home victory over 
conference rival St. Thomas. 
Overall, the Gusties hold a 17-6 
record on the season. The team’s 
success has been backed by 
strong performances through-
out the season by the entire 
roster, top to bottom.  

Junior Michaela Schultz, who 
has played in the #1 single and 
doubles position for the Gusties 
nearly all season, has recently 
been named MIAC Tennis Ath-
lete of the Week for the third 
time this season.

“I am very grateful for the 

Athlete of the Week recogni-
tions. However, I am only one 
small piece of the puzzle. I fit 
into my place on my team and 
I am thankful I can help con-
tribute to my team’s successes 
as we go out and compete each 
weekend,” said Schultz. 

As Schultz has fit into her so-
called “piece of the puzzle,” so 
has the rest of the team, creating 
a beautifully constructed puzzle 
that has dominated conference 
play so far this spring.

After defeating St. Thomas 
last week, the Gusties are in 
the driver’s seat for taking the 
conference crown. Next week, 
the team will host Carleton 
College, an important match for 
locking up the MIAC regular 
season title.

“So far, we have won all of our 
MIAC games. We have an after-
noon match against Carleton 
and winning that will bring us 
to the top of the MIAC Confer-
ence. I don’t know for sure if 
that will be the main win that 
we need, there may be a few 
more, but that is the one that 

is the most important for us,” 
Sophomore Lauren Ihle said. 

The top six teams in the con-
ference make it to the MIAC 
playoff tournament, and the 
winner of that tournament earns 
an automatic bid to the national 
tournament, which takes place 
in May.

“We had a very good win 
over St. Thomas last week and 
are grateful for that. Our sea-
son is not over yet and I expect 
some of our biggest wins to still 
come,” Schultz said. 

However, Schultz went on to 
comment about how this season 
is so successful due to reasons 
off of the tennis court.

“I must say the biggest wins 
for our team this year have 
come off of the court of com-
petition. Our team chemistry 
continues to grow every day, 
our commitment to each other 
is indescribable, and we play to 
inspire each other during every 
match,” Schultz said. 

Hopefully, this team chem-
istry will show through as 
the team makes a push for a 

national tournament bid in the 
coming weeks.

The Gusties take the court 
next on Saturday, when Martin 
Luther College and Carleton 
College come to town for the 
final home meet of the regular 
season. The team then travels to 
Macalester College on May 1 to 
close out the regular season and, 

hopefully, a sweep of the MIAC 
Conference. 

More success is to be had for 
the Gustavus Women’s Ten-
nis team this spring, and with 
their dedication, chemistry, and 
determination, there is a good 
chance that the opportunity for 
a MIAC Championship will not 
be missed.

Women’s Tennis

Jake Woodrich
Staff Writer

Gustavus Sports Information

Teamwork key as the Gusties eye a MIAC Championship

Strong consistent performances from the whole roster has been key for the Women’s Tennis as they pursue a MIAC title. Clockwise from upper left: Junior Michaela Schulz, Senior Sid Dirks, 
First-year Briana Hartmann, and Sophomore Katie Aney.
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SPORTS
SCHEDULE

Saturday, April 30
Women’s Golf at Carleton 
Invitational

All Day

Men’s Track and Field 
hosts Drake Alternative

10 a.m.

Women’s Track and Field 
hosts Drake Alternative

10 a.m.

Women’s Tennis hosts 
Martin Luther College

10 a.m.

Softball at Carleton 
College (DH)

1 p.m.

Baseball vs. Carleton 
College (DH)

1 p.m.

Women’s Tennis hosts 
Carleton College

2 p.m.

Sunday, May 1
Women’s Golf at Carleton 
Invitational

All Day

Softball vs. St. Catherine 
(DH) (Senior Day)

1 p.m.

Women’s Tennis at 
Macalester College

1 p.m.

Men’s Golf vs. University of 
St. Thomas

1:30 p.m.

Baseball vs. UM-Morris 
(DH)

2 p.m.

The Gustavus Women’s Golf team took second at the Minnesota State University-Mankato Spring Invitational on Sunday, April 17. Top row from left: Emilie 
Anderson, Kennedy Sommerfeld, Abbie Grevlos, Ellie Brandt, Jessica Nelson. Bottom row from left: McKenzie Swenson, Chloe Altmann, Mallory Drenttel.

Women’s Golf doing wonderfully

The Gustavus Adolphus 
College Women’s Golf 
team started in second 

place after the first round of 
the Minnesota State University, 
Mankato Spring Invite that was 
played at Bunker Hills Golf 
Course. The Gusties scored a 
320 in the first round, just four 
strokes behind meet leader, and 
host Minnesota State. St. Cloud 
State University was in third 
place with a score of 332.

“The team came out very 
relaxed and committed to their 
shots today,” Assistant Coach 
Randy Stuckey said. “It was 
nice to see us get out to a great 
start including going one under 
par on our first par three. We 
stayed focused throughout the 
round and finished with consis-
tent scores. It will be a fun chal-
lenge for us tomorrow teeing up 
in the final group.”

The Gusties looked to catch 
the Mavericks the next day dur-
ing the second round that was 
played at Bunker Hills.

The Gustavus Adolphus Col-
lege women’s golf team fin-
ished in second place at the 
Minnesota State University, 
Mankato Spring Invitational 
that took place at Bunker Hills 
Golf Course on Saturday and-
Sunday. The Gusties scored a 
total of 631, just five strokes be-
hind first place Minnesota State.

“I was extremely pleased at 
the score we posted today,” 
said Stuckey. “It was because 
of a total commitment to our 
shots and wanting to finish 
strong. It was fun to see some 
great scoring today with our 
311 and MSU-Mankato posting 
a 310. This should give our team 
some great confidence as we fin-

ish with two tournaments this 
spring. It was a great team effort 
and we’re looking forward to 
finishing our season with some 
great golf.”

The Gusties’ second round 
score of 311 was a season low, 
easily besting their previous low 
of 318. Sophomore Mckenzie 
Swenson led the Gusties again 
on day two by posting a score of 
75, and Junior Mae Meierhenry 
was right there with her with a 
75 as well. Swenson finished the 
meet in second place individu-
ally, while Meierhenry placed 
third. Senior Chloe Altmann, 
Sophomore Jessica Nelson, and 
First-year Ellie Brandt rounded 
out the Gustavus scoring, with 
Altmann duplicating her first 
round score of 81 on Sunday to 
finish in tenth place after a 162 
total, and Nelson and Brandt 
not far behind with total scores 
of 163 and 164, respectively.

The Gusties returned to com-
petition the following Saturday 
when they headed to Victoria, 
Minn. for the Bethel Invita-
tional.

The Gusties looked to keep 
their recent hot streaks in tact 
this weekend, as the men head 
to St. Cloud and Monticello, 
Minn. for the Saint John’s Uni-
versity Spring Invitational, 
while the women traveled to 
Victoria, Minn. for the Bethel 
University Spring Invitational, 
placing third before the tour-
nament was cancelled due to 
weather. The men will compete 
at Territory Golf Course on Sat-
urday and Monticello Country 
Club Sunday, while the women 
play at Deer Run Country Club 
both days.

The women’s team most re-
cently earned a second place 
finish at the Minnesota State 
University Spring Invite in 

Coon Rapids, Minn. that fea-
tured primarily Division II 
competition. The Gusties scored 
a total of 63, just five strokes 
behind first place Minnesota 
State, including a score of 311 in 
the tournament’s second round, 
which was a season low.

The Bethel Invite was been 
cancelled due to lightning and 
rain. Scores from Saturday are 
final. 

“It was another tournament 
this spring that we played well 
as a team,” Assistant Coach 
Randy Stuckey said. “It just 
shows the importance of finish-
ing every hole and every round 
because we never know when 

Jeremy Pastir
Photography Editor

play will end. We are looking 
forward to continuing our good 
play next weekend as we finish 
our spring season.”

Meanwhile, the Gustie men 
are coming off their second 
consecutive meet championship 
after winning the Augsburg 
Spring Invite on April 9-10 and 
the Bobby Krig Invite April 
17-18. In the Bobby Krig Invite, 
the Black and Gold entered the 
final day five strokes behind St. 
Thomas for the lead. Gustavus 
was able to claw its way back in 
a big way to eventually earn the 
meet championship with a final 
score of 873, six strokes ahead of 
second place Bethel University.

Gustavus Sports Information

Softball at Concordia (DH)
3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, May 3

Wednesday, May 4
Baseball vs. Bethel (DH)

2:30 p.m.



Freshman Phenoms

Whether it’s Division 1 or 
Division 3, anytime a 
freshman comes in and 

makes an impact for a varsity 
sport, it’s a special achievement. 
To do it for not one, but two 
sports is an entirely more diffi-
cult feat. Just ask Freshmen Mi-
chael Hensch and Josh Curtis.

In the fall, you can find 
Hensch and Curtis on the foot-
ball field, Hensch as a nose 
tackle; and Curtis as a corner-
back. In the spring, the duo are a 
part of the Track and Field team. 
Hensch competes in the javelin, 
shot put, hammer and discus 
throws, and Curtis competes in 
the 4x100 relay, the 100, 200 and 
long jump. 

It’s safe to say the pair has 
been successful. On Sunday 
April 10 at the College of St. 
Benedicts/Saint John’s Uni-
versity Invitational Curtis and 
Hensch both had runner-up fin-
ishes. Curtis with a long jump of 
6.47 meters, and Hensch with a 

54.88 meter throw in the javelin.
At the Lee Krough Invite at 

Gustavus on April 16, with thir-
teen NCAA D3 and D2 institu-
tions present, both Hensch and 
Curtis took home gold, Hensch 
won the shot put with a throw 
of 13.98 meters and Curtis won 
the long jump, sailing 6.51 me-
ters. Curtis also placed third in 
the 100 meter dash, with a time 
of 11.09. 

The Carleton relays on April 
23 also saw the duo place, with 
Curtis taking sixth in the 100 
meter dash , and Hensch taking 
sixth in the hammer throw. 

Although the two are stron-
gest in one event, Curtis favor-
ing the 100 and Hensch the jav-
elin, both are working towards 
making conference in all of their 
events.

“I hope to make conference in 
all four of my events, and win 
conference in javelin,” Hensch 
said.

Curtis held similar goals.
“I want to place top five in 

all of my events at conference,” 
Curtis said.

So what’s been the hardest 

part of the season so far?
“My biggest challenge was 

trying to learn the form of the 
hammer throw. It can be very 
difficult when you are spinning 
that fast to keep your balance,” 
Hensch said.

While Hensch has been fight-
ing to keep his balance, Curtis 
has been fighting to stay healthy.

“My biggest challenge this 
season has been trying to stay 
healthy. I want to work hard to 
get better, but not overwork my 
legs and get hurt,” Curtis said.

Although it was hard coming 
in and competing as a freshman, 
the upperclassmen on the Track 
and Field team have been very 
helpful resources.

“Sam Fischer and Sarah 
Swanson are senior throwers 
who have helped me out a lot. 
Sam really helped teach me 
the new throws, and with the 
workouts, and Sarah is never 
hesitant to help out the fresh-
men,” Hensch said.

Although both Curtis and 
Hensch are focused on the cur-
rent season, there is no doubt in 
their minds that track and field 

is preparing them for football 
in the fall.

“Being a thrower we lift a lot, 
so I can get stronger and don’t 
have to worry about getting 
behind. During indoor season I 
was a sprinter as well, so that re-
ally helped me with condition-
ing and agility,” Hensch said.

Curtis has noticed a speed 
boost that will come in handy 
shutting down receivers in the 
fall.

“I’m definitely getting faster,” 
Curtis said.

With such great success in 
their first year at Gustavus, it 
will be awesome to witness the 
heights the pairs can reach this 
season, and the next three years.

Both Curtis and Hensch will 
be competing at the Drake 
Alternative at Gustavus on 
Saturday, April 30, so show up 
and watch two legends in the 
making.

Tanner Sparrow
Sports & Fitness Editor

Hensch and Curtis tackle Track and Field

Michael Hensch (left) and Josh Curtis (right) have proved themself on the football gridiron, and now they’re tearing up Track and Field, and they’re only freshmen. It makes you wonder: could 
they be superheroes?
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