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Gustavus students unite with nation’s youth 
against Keystone XL Pipeline
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Gu s t a v u s  s t u d e n t s 
marched in the nation’s 
capitol last week as part 

of a nation-wide student-led 
protest against the Keystone 
XL pipeline. Demonstrating 
under the name XL Dissent, 25 
Gustavus students joined over 
1,000 other youth from across 
the United States in the largest 
act of youth civil disobedience 
in a decade. 

Gustavus students represent-
ed the largest collective group of 
youth protesters from the state.   
With 70 youth in attendance 
overall, Minnesota had the sec-
ond-largest state representation 
at the protest, coming in behind 
Massachusetts. 

According to student reports, 
after marching, the protest-
ers fastened themselves to the 
White House fence with plastic 
zip ties and staged a mock oil 
spill on the sidewalk outside. 

After repeated warnings, po-
lice arrested demonstrators for 
blocking passage of sidewalks. 
Nearly 400 students were ar-
rested, including eight from 
Gustavus.  

The arrests have raised some 
eyebrows among students on 
campus. Some viewed the ar-

Submitted

25 Gustavus students join hundreds of students and youth in protest of the Keystone XL Pipeline.

rests as contrived and ques-
tioned the need for orchestrat-
ing them. 

Senior Political Science Major 
Anna McDevitt, one of the key 
Gustavus organizers for XL 
Dissent, spoke to the mechan-

ics behind the notion of risking 
arrest. For her, risking arrest is a 
key component of effective civil 
disobedience. 

“Throughout history, civil 
disobedience has played a huge 
role in shaping our nation’s his-

tory—and our world’s history—
and much of it has been student-
led. Our protesting Keystone 
XL is our generation’s way of 
being a part of that tradition of 
civil disobedience. Our willing-
ness to be arrested is our way of 

saying, ‘we’re not afraid, we’re 
willing to put ourselves on the 
line to show what is important 
to us,’” McDevitt said.

Though an important state-
ment, other students saw the 
arrests as a reminder of their 
privileged position in society. 
Senior Political Science and 
Scandinavian Studies Major 
Annalise Dobbelstein, one of 
those arrested, voiced her inner 
FRQÁLFW�

“I was definitely conflicted 
about getting arrested. I mean, 
I raised my own bail money and 
had a plan to get out of jail once 
I got in. I had the privilege of 
getting arrested and knowing 
that it wouldn’t make a huge 
mark on my future, unlike so 
many who are wrongfully ar-
rested and never get out of the 
[jail] system. I still grapple with 
that,” Dobbelstein said. 

First-year Leigh Todd, who 
provided jail support for those 
arrested, said that from a prac-
tical standpoint, risking arrest 
was a way of drawing more 
attention to the protest by allow-
ing them to spend more time on 
the streets and in the public eye. 

“The arrests were a very pub-
lic way of showing people what 

Alumni Hall lacked a suf-
ÀFLHQW� QXPEHU� RI� VHDWV�
to hold the hundreds of 

enthusiastic attendees of this 
year’s Moe Lecture in Gender, 
Women, and Sexuality Studies, 
held on March 10. Nigerian 
Author Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie gave the lecture, titled, 
“Performing Gender- Some-
times I do, Sometimes I don’t,” 
which focused on the feminist 
movement and gender roles in 
today’s global world. 

Adichie’s most well known 
books include: Purple Hibiscus, 

Half of a Yellow Sun, and Ameri-

canah. The author was also re-
cently recognized and quoted in 
Beyoncé’s hit song “Flawless.” 

Adichie’s short, but impres-
sive introduction, given by 
Professor Lori Carsen Kelly was 
followed by a steady round of 

applause and cheers from the 
crowd. Adichie opened her 
lecture with a series of personal 
anecdotes that illustrated the 
significance of gender roles 
today. She also touched on the 
GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�IHPLQLVP�DQG�ZKDW�
a feminist is and isn’t.

Lecture attendee Sophomore 
English and Gender, Women, 
and Sexuality Studies Major 
Caroline Pokrzywinski said that 
the topic of the lecture was well 
suited to her interests.

“People have been so excited 
about this, and I mean I have 
only been here for one and a 
half years, but I think that this 
is the most excited I have seen 
people for an academic speaker 
in a long, long time . . . but I re-
ally love that, because it doesn’t 
make me feel like so much of a 
geek for really being obsessed 
with her because there are a ton 
of other people who are totally 
obsessed with her too,” Pokrzy-
winski said.

Adichi also touched on how 
feminism relates to culture, 
highlighting how many simi-
larities in gender expectations 
are evident in American culture 
and Nigerian culture, as well as 
anywhere else in the world.

“Culture is often used for a 
reason, as an excuse for, injus-
tice. Maybe it’s because of the 
culture that these things happen 
— so maybe we need to change 
the culture,” Adichie said.

Pokrzywinski found that this 
aspect of cultural feminism 
stood out to her.

“I think the whole idea of 
choice and certain aspects of 
feminism being related to choice 
and how you portray your gen-
der being related to choice that 
is a crazy interesting idea that I 
had never really even thought 
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‘GAC Talks’ premieres March 22Campus 
Safety 
Report
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Tuesday, March 4
�$�VWXGHQW�RQ�&ROOHJH�JURXQGV�ZDV�FLWHG�
by Campus Safety for an of age alcohol 
violation.

Thursday, March 6
�&DPSXV�6DIHW\�LQYHVWLJDWHG�WH[W�PHV-
sages sent to a student that they felt to 
be threatening.

Friday, March 7
�$� VWXGHQW�ZDV� FLWHG� IRU� XQGHUDJH�
consumption by Campus Safety and 
the Saint Peter Police Department and 
transported to Rivers Edge Hospital.
�$�*XVWDYXV� HPSOR\HH� UHSRUWHG� WKH�
theft of a computer from an unlocked 
RIÀFH�LQ�WKH�/XQG�&HQWHU��7KH�FRPSXWHU�
was later reported found.
�7ZR� VWXGHQWV�ZHUH� FLWHG�E\�&DPSXV�
Safety with underage consumption and 
one student was cited with supplying 
alcohol to minors in Sorensen Hall.

Saturday, March 8
�&ROOHJLDWH�)HOORZV�DQG�&DPSXV�6DIHW\�
responded to a student of concern in 
North Hall.
�$�*XVWDYXV� VWXGHQW� UHSRUWHG� UHFHLY-
ing unwanted communications from a 
non-student.

Sunday, March 9
�&DPSXV� 6DIHW\� DQG� WKH� 6DLQW� 3HWHU�
Police Department cited three students 
and two non-students for underage 
consumption. One student was cited 
for a social host violation and one non-
student cited for underage possession 
in Gibbs Hall.

Tip of the Week:
 When you cross the street, you look both 
ways to make sure it’s safe. Staying safe 
on the Internet is similar. It takes some 
common sense steps.

STOP: Before you use the Internet, take 
time to understand the risks and learn 
how to spot potential problems.
THINK: Take a moment to be certain the 
path ahead is clear. Watch for warning 
signs and consider how your actions 
online could impact your safety, or your 
family’s. 
CONNECT: Enjoy the Internet with 
greater confidence, knowing you’ve 
taken the right steps to safeguard your-
self and your computer.
Protect yourself and help keep the web a 
safer place for everyone.  Find out more 
at www.staysafeonline.org.  

Gustavus students, alumni, and 
faculty will have an opportunity 
to share their passions and inspire 

the campus community through the 
premier of GAC Talks, sponsored by 
the Gustavus Campus Activities Board 
(CAB). 

The event will be held on Saturday, 
March 22 in Alumni Hall, beginning at 
10 a.m. 

According to CAB Advisor Andrea 
Junso, GAC Talks are modeled after 
TED (Technology, Education, Design) 
Talks and STO Talks, a similar program 
developed at St. Olaf College.

“We took the idea, and we adapted it to 
Gustavus. We [thought] what are Gusties 
looking for? What can our community 
share? And then, we talked about social 
justice, that’s where we got the tagline, 
‘ideas inspiring action,’” Junso said. 

The format of the event will closely 
resemble TED Talks, which are a series 
of lectures promoted as “ideas worth 
sharing.” 
(DFK�*$&�7DON�ZLOO�EH�EHWZHHQ�ÀYH�

and fifteen minutes in length, and 
though a wide variety of topics will be 
presented during the conference, each 
will be focused around the concept of 
inspiring action. 

While the event is free for Gustavus 
students, a ticket is required for admis-
sion and can be picked up at the Campus 
$FWLYLWLHV�2IÀFH�GHVN�LQ�WKH�ERWWRP�ÁRRU�
of the Campus Center.   

Applications for GAC Talks were open 
WR�WKH�HQWLUH�VWXGHQW�ERG\��7KH�ÀQDO�URV-
ter of speakers will be determined after 
the applications are reviewed and an in-
terview process is conducted this week.

Senior Caitlin Dow, Arts and Enter-
tainment Executive for CAB, anticipates 
a day filled with a variety of well-
thought out talks. 

“I can tell you from the applications 
we received, all of the applicants are 
very passionate about their intended 
topic, so it should be an awesome event,” 
Dow said. 

According to Junso, the current aim 
LV� WR� IHDWXUH�ÀYH� VWXGHQW�� IDFXOW\�� DQG�
alumni speakers each. 

CAB Co-President Jenny Marquette 
said the event promises to offer a wide 
range of perspectives and will allow at-
tendees to learn about the passions and 
successes of their fellow Gusties. 

“There are so many people doing these 
awesome things that they should be able 
to share. This is an avenue to be able to 
hear what they’re doing, hear their sto-
ries, what inspires them, and why they’re 
doing what they do on this campus, or 
what’s motivating students to go on 
these trips or do habitat for humanity, or 
things like that,” Marquette said.  

Marquette also highlighted the impor-
tance of this event’s ability to highlight 
the accomplishments of members of the 
Gustavus community.

 “There are so many amazing people 
on this campus that so many people 
don’t even know about, and this is our 
chance to meet them or hear their sto-
ries,” Marquette said.

CAB members hope that a successful 
debut will help the event establish GAC 
Talks as an annual event on campus.  

“I’m looking for this to be one of the 
cornerstone programs at Gustavus. I 
want it to be something that students are 
looking forward to, and a way that they 
can hear things outside of the classroom 
setting, outside of the lecture style,” 
Junso said. 

Marquette also hinted at plans to ex-
pand the conference in future years. 

“I’m really excited to see it grow, and 
I’m kind of sad that I’m a junior, that I 
only get to see two years of it, unless 
I trick them into letting me talk as an 
alumni or something. I’m just really ex-
cited to see what it turns into and what 
we can make it,” Marquette said.

The CAB members said that planning 
for future GAC Talks will begin earlier 
LQ�WKH�DFDGHPF�\HDU��SURYLGLQJ�VXIÀFLHQW�
opportunity for students to prepare their 
chosen topics and to garner alumni and 
faculty participation, showcasing the 
diverse perspectives of the Gusavus 
campus.  
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‘Keystone Pipeline’ con-
tinued from page 1

‘I am, We are’ after performing at the 2014 Building Bridges Conference.
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Building Bridges Conference affirms relativity of 
environmental justice
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we believe in. If we had just 
marched the streets, it would 
have just been seen as ‘just an-
other march,’ and we wanted to 
spend as much time on the street 
as possible. The arrests allowed 
us to do that—to gain people’s 
attention and also the presi-
dent’s attention,” Todd said. 

Motives for Protest

For those who protested, 
getting President Obama’s at-
tention was key, considering 
WKDW� WKH�ÀQDO� DSSURYDO� IRU� WKH�
pipeline’s completion lies in 
his hands. 

For many, the president’s de-
cision serves as a test of his com-
mitment to environmental is-
sues. Many Gustavus protesters 
considered their involvement 
as holding the president—who 
many of them helped vote into 
office—accountable for past 
promises.
´)RU�D�ORW�RI�XV��WKH�ÀUVW�SUHVL-

dent we voted for was Obama 
because he said he was going to 
be a climate leader, not a pipe-
line president. He campaigned 
as a climate champion and we 
were excited about that. This 
protest is us holding him ac-
countable [for the commitment 
he made]. We were the young 
voters who elected him, and we 
want to see him make the right 
choice,” McDevitt said. 

Dobbelstein echoed the po-
litical motivations behind her 
involvement in the protest and 
added a note of urgency to the 
impending decision. 

“He [the president] has one 
time to make this decision. I 
YRWHG�KLP�LQWR�RIÀFH�WZLFH�DQG�
I am not okay having [the Key-
stone XL pipeline] potentially 
go on my record and not having 
done anything to stop it,” Dob-
belstein said. 

For other students like Todd, 
the pipeline would literally hit 
them where they live. Todd’s 
hometown is York, Nebraska, 
one of the many communities 
that would be directly impacted 

by the construction of the pipe-
line. 

Todd raised two major issues 
posed by the pipeline: its poten-
tial to drastically compromise 
the Ogallala Aquifer, a major 
water source in the region, and 
the irreparable damage the 
pipeline poses to farmland. 

“If the pipeline were to ever 
leak, it would really affect my 
community. [My county] is 
PRVWO\�FRUQ�DQG�VR\EHDQ�ÀHOGV��
farmland, and unstable coun-
try roads. If there were a leak, 
not only would it tamper with 
the Ogallala Aquifer, it would 
WDPSHU�ZLWK�IDUPHU·V�ÀHOGV�E\�
passing directly through them. 

7KRVH�ÀHOGV� UHSUHVHQW� D� ORW� RI�
work, and [the pipeline] would 
destroy that,” Todd said. 

Despite the deep commitment 
to the issue, the forecasts regard-
LQJ�2EDPD·V�ÀQDO�GHFLVLRQ�ZHUH�
mixed. 

“I honestly thought [the presi-
dent] was going to approve the 
pipeline. So, for a lot of us, [the 
protest] was our last chance to 
LQÁXHQFH�KLV�GHFLVLRQ��$IWHU�WKLV�
action, however, I feel there’s no 
way he can accept it. Seeing the 
media attention [the protest] 
got—with it being the largest 
youth civil disobedience act in a 
decade—I really think we sent a  
message,” McDevitt said. 

Future Predictions and 
Plans

The impact of  cl imate 
change has been a hot 
topic in recent news. With 

its notability in current events, 
Building Bridges Co-Chairs 
Junior Mark Zorrilla and Senior 
Kelly Dumais decided environ-
mental justice was an appropri-
ate choice for the 19th annual 
Building Bridges Conference. 

“Environmental justice stood 
out as an obvious choice for 
this year’s topic because of its 
prominence in current events 
and its location at the intersec-
tion of many different social 

justice issues,” Zorrilla and 
Dumais said. 

Zorrilla and Dumais had the 
responsibility of picking the 
topic at the beginning of this 
school year, following extensive 
research by both. There had 
been rumors of concern regard-
ing the chosen topic, as some 
students believed it was not a 
social justice issue. However, 
no one vocalized these concerns 
during the conference. 

Zorrilla and Dumais want to 
highlight that environmental 
justice and environmentalism 
are not the same thing. 

“While environmentalism 
focuses on concern about the 

environment, environmental 
justice is concerned about how 
environmental degradation 
hurts people. Social justice is the 
very heart and soul of this issue. 
This is not a conference about 
recycling. We will be engaging 
with issues of racism and clas-
sism, privilege, health, politics, 
economics, and activism,” Zor-
rilla and Dumais said.

While some students may 
have been upset over the 
choice, many believe the topic 
is a pressing and relevant issue. 
Sophomore Megan Gillen found 
keynote speaker Van Jones and 
opening act, The Earth Guard-
ians to be very inspiring.

“As an environmental studies 
major, it reminded me exactly 
ZK\�,�DP�JRLQJ�LQWR�WKLV�ÀHOG��
Van Jones was very funny and 
easily connected with the audi-
ence. The Earth Guardians were 
amazing; it truly does show that 
you can make a difference at any 
age,” Gillen said. 

Building Bridges Co-Advisor 
and Director of Multicultural 
Programs and the Diversity 
Center Pearl Leonard-Rock 
believes that the issue of envi-
ronmental justice is a relevant 
social justice topic.

“Listening to those who are 
most affected is critical in all 
aspects of social justice, as they 
are the experts on their lives and 
communities. We must respect 
the earth. We must move away 

from believing that some people 
and communities are dispos-
able.  Disposability is a myth,” 
Leonard-Rock said. 

First-year Tanner Eischen 
and Sophomore Audi Dickey 
participated in the action piece 
during this year’s conference. 
With the pressing issue of the 
Keystone XL pipeline exten-
sion, Eischen believes the topic 
is relatable to Gusties. 

“The environment is such a 
current issue that we are deal-
ing with and that the youth of 
today will be dealing with for 
quite a while. This topic lines up 
perfectly XL Dissent Keystone 
Pipeline Protest that I and many 
Gusties attended,” Eischen said. 

Dickey believes that educa-

tion is key, because the decisions 
involved in environmental jus-
tice are more complicated than 
many think.

“I hope others took away that 
decisions regarding environ-
mental justice are very compli-
cated and that everyone will 
value a certain opinion more 
than others. It is very important 
to be educated on all sides of the 
conversation,” Dickey said.

The conference sparked con-
versation, but Zorrilla and Du-
mais hope it does more.

“We hope that our Conference 
inspires action, agitates de-
mands from the people, and ac-
tivates our community to speak 
out and stand against injustice,” 
Zorrilla and Dumais said.

‘Keystone Pipeline’ con-
tinued on page 4

Todd was less optimistic and 
said she has tried to avoid 
thinking about it because of the 
distress it causes her. 

“Right now, I would say 
probably yes, [the president] 
will approve it. Money always 
wins. I haven’t thought about it 
though, because I don’t want to 
think about it. This issue really 
hits home—the pipeline would 
destroy everything back home 
for me,” Todd said.

Despite mixed predictions 
of the president’s decision, the 
Gustavus protesters see their 
trip to the capitol as momentum 
for rallying future engagement 
on issues of environmental 
justice. 

“I knew that once we got 
out there, it would be a huge 
motivator for us returning to 
campus. After our return, we all 
said, ‘okay, what are we going to 
do now?” McDevitt said.

Future initiatives include the 
Divest Gustavus campaign and 
halting the exploitation of tar 
sands in Minnesota. 

McDevitt hopes to organize 
students this spring against the 
Alberta Clipper, a pipeline that 
comes through Northern MN, 
which is in the process of apply-
ing for a permit to expand the 

What is Keystone XL?
Keystone XL is a 1,179-mile 
pipeline that would carry 
crude oil from Canada’s tar 
sands, in the province of 
Alberta, across parts of eight 
states and over the vast Ogal-
ODOD�$TXLIHU��WR�86�UHÀQHULHV�
in Nebraska, Illinois and the 
Gulf Coast of Texas. (See 
map to right for proposed 
route of Keystone XL and 

existing pipeline).

While operations in the 
southern leg of Keystone XL 
has already begun, plans for 
the northern section are on 
hold, pending presidential 

permit.
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Insurance Policy changes upset student groups
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‘Keystone Pipeline’ con-
tinued from page 3

Gustavus has recently 
PRGLÀHG�SROLFLHV�UHJDUG-
ing institutional liability. 

One of these policies stresses 
that student organizations must 
take college vehicles if driving 
over 400 miles on a round trip 
or staying overnight. The other 
requires “potentially violent” 
club sports to have coaches.

The two policy changes were 
made due to the college’s con-
cern with students’ safety as 
well as the consideration of its 
own liability.

The new travel policy has 
been enforced since this fall 
semester. Last year the travel 
policy was that student orga-
nizations must take a college 
vehicle if they went overnight 
and also went over 400 miles. 
The new policy requires that 
a student organization take a 
college vehicle if either staying 
overnight OR driving more than 
400 miles.

The Vice President for Stu-
dent Life and Dean of Students, 
JoNes VanHecke, pointed out 
the incident that initiated the 
change. 

“We had a really serious car 
accident last year. It wasn’t a 
student organization going, but 
it was a group of students that 
were travelling together. We 
know that buses are safer than 

ÀYH� FDUV��:H�NQRZ� WKDW�ZKHQ�
people are tired because they 
drive super long distances, then 
there is more likelihood that we 
can have an accident in those 
kinds of scenarios. The change 
in policy is trying to think more 
intentionally about how we can 
increase the likelihood that stu-
dents are safe. And simultane-
ously, think about the college’s 
liability,” VanHecke said.

The policy addressing the 
club sports has existed for about 
two or three years, but Gustavus 
KDV�KDG�GLIÀFXOWLHV� RQ� LPSOH-
mentation. 

The President of Women’s 
Hockey Club Team Casey 
Lindquist expressed sentiment 
about the policy. 

“I do not like the guidelines 
we must follow in regards to 
who we can have as a coach, 
and I do not like that we don’t 
get funding to help hire one,” 

Lindquist said.
According to Lindquist, the 

guidelines indicate that the 
coach can not be a student and 
must be present at all practices 
and games. 
/LQGTXLVW� DOVR� VSHFLÀHG� WKH�

problems she and her team have 
encountered in ther search for 
a coach. 

“I guess the only one that I 
don’t agree with is not being 
able to be a student coach. 
And having 6:30 a.m. practices 
makes the coach have to be in 
the St. Peter area or somewhere 
very local. Which makes them 
HYHQ�KDUGHU� WR� ÀQG��$QG�QRW�
being able to have help fund-
ing a coach makes it even more 
difficult to find an incentive 
for a coach to come to morning 
practices, drive to the cities for 
games, or drive from the cities to 
St. Peter,” Lindquist said.

However, Senior Student Sen-
ate Controller Eric Best revealed 
that the Finance Committee has 
been working on the issue to 
KHOS�HDVH� WKH�ÀQDQFLDO�EXUGHQ�
that club sports have. Best gave 
a few details of the plan that the 
Finance Committee has come 
up with. 

“The limit used to be $3,000 
for club sports. We’re going to 
increase that to $4,000, because 
of the travel policy. And then 
there is also an option for those 
club sports that are required to 
have a coach, they can apply for 
up to another $1,000,” Best said.

Best claimed that such an in-
crease in funding for club sports 
should not affect other student 
organizations, considering the 
portion of student activity fees 
that the Student Senate will col-
lect next year.

The proposal involving the 
specific changes the Finance 
Committee would like to make 
will go before the Student Sen-
ate on the March 17.

“The change in 

policy is trying 

to think more 

intentionally about 

how we can increase 

the likelihood that 

students are safe.”

   —JoNes VanHecke

pipe to a capacity even larger 
than Keystone XL. 

 For those involved in the 
protest, these plans for future 
engagement represent what 
they see as a larger call to action 
for their generation. 

“Each generation has its own 
challenges and each must ad-
dress them. Our protest says to 
the world that, right now, cli-
mate change is the most threat-
ening thing to our future—this 
is what our generation’s chal-
OHQJH�LV�DQG�ZH·UH�JRLQJ�WR�ÀJKW�
it. We want a livable future and 
we’re not going to let corpora-
tions make decisions for us,” 
McDevitt said.

Todd echoed the call for con-
tinued action. 

“We’re not just going to pro-
test, we’re going to take this 
further. We’re going to divest 
Gustavus, we’re going to keep 
creating awareness,” Todd said. 

With less than 60 days of 
public comment left on the 
Keystone XL decision, student 
protesters encourage those who 
want to voice their opinion to 
write letters and contact their 
local state representatives. 

Students wanting to get in-
volved with future environmen-
tal justice campaigns like Divest 
*XVWDYXV�DQG�WKH�ÀJKW�DJDLQVW�
tar sands should contact Divest 
Gustavus at divestgustavus@
gustavus.edu.

about before, but also, I think 
just how much she focused 
on how we need to start these 
dialogues between men and 
women, and women and other 
women, men and men, to get 
people inspired and to get peo-
ple aware, I think that was just 
really cool,” Pokrzywinski said.

Simon Henderson, sopho-
more from South High School 
in Minneapolis, says that he at-
tended the lecture to learn more 

about what feminism looks like 
from a male perspective.  

“I have noticed that a lot of 
people I know have become 
feminists recently, and I think 
it’s awesome, and I agree with 
the cause, but I think that, as 
a boy, I am sort of confused as 
to what my role can be. I have 
always had an issue with the 
whole male gender and female 
gender, and I have never really 
portrayed myself as a ‘manly 
man,’ so I was just wondering 
should I, as someone who has 
possibly been less effected by 
gender roles, sit back and let 

women change what gender 
roles mean or should I, in my 
own way, not conform to what 
male gender roles are,” Hender-
son said.

Adichie’s lecture was fol-
lowed by a question and answer 
session that was over 30 min-
utes long, yet could not address 
the large number of questions 
streaming from the audience. 

Henderson, who readily ac-
knowledged in the question 
and answer session, that he has 
worn traditionally ‘female’ ear-
rings as a social statement in the 
past, summed up his reaction to 

the lecture in one comprehen-
sive thought.  “I thought it was 
truly awesome,” Henderson 
said.

Pokrzywinski echoed Hen-
derson’s enthusiasm. 

“A) she writes so fantastically 
well, and she writes these beau-
tiful books with characters that 
are more complex than I think 
I have ever read in any other 
book, and B) the fact that, as 
someone who inspires to be in 
the feminist movement, having 
a contemporary feminist role 
model is really amazing, and 
having a chance to have her 
come to school and let me meet 
her is just a really amazing op-
portunity and I am so grateful 
that Gustavus was able to put it 
on,” Pokrzywinski said.

“Having a 

contemporary 

feminist role model 

is really amazing.” 

—Caroline 

Pokrzywinski

As the question and answer 
session came to a close, Adichie 
summed up her ideas about 
feminism and gender roles in 
one a closing statement. 

“Roles should be assigned 
based on ability, not on the 
reproductive organs you were 
born with,” Arichie said. 

Adichie signs books and speaks with lecture adendees following the 2014 Moe Lecture.
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GUSTIE of the WEEK
Christine Peterson

Staff Writer

Senior Political Science and 
Communication Studies 
Major Stephanie Swanson 

has used her four years at Gus-
tavus to develop her passion of 
absorbing cultures, deepen her 
involvement in the Gustavus 
FRPPXQLW\�� DQG� VKRZ�RͿ�KHU�
bubbly personality. 

Stephanie grew up in Grand 
Forks, ND with a family that 
encouraged her college pur-
suit. Drawn to the personable 
community and great food, 
Stephanie chose Gustavus. She 
has given this school great dis-
cipline, motivation, and infec-
tious character.  

Political Science Professor 
Richard Lietch has known 
6WHSKDQLH�VLQFH�KHU�ÀUVW�VHPHV-
ter in his First Term Seminar 
“Politics of Homelessness.” 
Lietch talks of Stephanie’s irre-
placeable role through a clever 
image.

“[Stephanie is] irreplaceable, 
but if cloning were legal we 
would have the perfect candi-
date,” Lietch said.

As she prospered at Gusta-
vus, Stephanie impacted many 
groups and organizations. She  
is a Tri-Sigma Sorority member, 
Gustie Greeter, Co-president of 
German Club, participant in 
Big Partner-Little Partner, and 
coordinator of Gustie Guides.

Stephanie’s friend and sister 
Tri-Sigma Sorority member, 
Brita VanOsdol shares the pas-
sion Stephanie has shown her 
through their involvement on 
campus together. 

“She is involved, caring, and 
an overall beautiful person in-
side and out,” VanOsdol said.

Stephanie values the friend-
ships and connections she has 
made with teachers and stu-
dents alike. Her bubbly pres-
cence will be greatly missed on 
campus when she graduates 
in June.

Lietch was impressed by 
Stephanie since her first se-
mester and attributes it to her 
remarkable involvement and 
shining personality.

“The Gustavus community 
will miss her when she leaves. 
[She’s] always positive, fun, 

smart, kind, and caring. The 
perfect Gustie Greeter, and the 
perfect present Gustavus stu-
dent to take prospectives and 
their parents on campus tours,” 
Lietch said.

In addition to her extensive 
involvement on campus, Steph-
anie’s passion for exploring 
other cultures was fostered 
throughout her many interna-
tional experiences. Stephanie 
experienced life in Germany 
as a foreign exchange student 
her junior year in high school, 

ZKLFK�LQÁXHQFHG�KHU�GHVLUH�WR�
travel abroad during college.

One of Stephanie’s favorite 
experiences was her trip to 
Vienna, Austria, where she 
was able to see life from a new 
perspective and challenge her 
existing knowledge.

“It was an incredible time for 
me to explore a new city, explore 
a new culture and really kind of 
think with a new perspective 
about the United States. It just 
challenged everything I ever 
thought,” Stephanie said.

As a result of these life chang-
ing, international experiences, 
Stephanie has decided to apply 
to work for the study abroad 
program in Vienna and help 
American students transition 
into the culture as she did.

Her best friend and room-
mate Senior Kaylena Greenwell, 
elaborates on where she sees 
Stephanie’s bright future going. 
Kaylena describes how Stepha-
nie will utilize her knowledge 
and passion for people in every 
place she inhabits by seeking 
growth in these new environ-
ments and experiences.
´,�GHÀQLWHO\�WKLQN�6WHSKDQLH�

will be living in Europe, im-
mersing herself in an environ-
ment that not only is thriving 
culturally, but also one that 
challenges her to grow as a 
person. She’ll be doing all of this 
while having the time of her life 
and making new friends around 
every corner,” Greenwell said.

Stephanie has been a treasure 
to the community of Gustavus. 
This, however, is only the begin-
ning for her. She will continue to 
positively transform each area 
she goes with her beauty, pas-
sion, and drive as she has done 
here at Gustavus.

Agustin Murillo

Stephanie works with several organizations on campus, including German Club, Big Partner-Little Partner, Gustie 

Guides, and the Tri-Sigma Sorority. 

Agustin Murillo
Friends describe Stephanie as caring and beautiful. 

Submitted
Stephanie’s passion for study abroad led her to apply for the study abroad program in Vienna where she plans to help 

American students transition into the new culture. 
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DeGeneres hosts most watched Oscars in ten years

The Oscars: a little golden 
statue to signify that a 
FHUWDLQ�DFWRU��ÀOP�� VRQJ�

music, etc. was chosen as the 
best of the best in the category. 
An estimated 43 million people 
gathered to watch the ceremony, 
the most viewers in ten years, 
hosted by Ellen DeGeneres on 
Sunday, March 2. It was the 
most-watched entertainment 
telecast since the “Friends” 
finale in May 2004. Howev-
er, the awards and who won 
which ones are not necessarily 
what everyone has been talking 
about.

With many talented actors 
DQG�DZDUG�ZRUWK\�ÀOPV�RQ�WKH�
roster, hearts were broken and 
predictions were not so spot-
on, although viewers seem to 
be happy with the outcomes. 
Matthew McConaughey won 
Best Actor for his role in Dallas 

Buyer’s Club and Cate Blanchett 
from Blue Jasmine took Best 

Actress; Disney’s Frozen, which 
fans have been extremely ex-
cited about, received Best Ani-
mated Feature and Best Original 
Song for “Let It Go.” Grav-

ity�ZRQ�%HVW�9LVXDO�(ͿHFWV�DQG�
several others; Best Costume 
Design went to The Great Gatsby. 

Of course, it’s not just about 
the awards. The hosts, roasts, 
and jokes are  a huge reason 
viewers watch the Oscars; and 
this year, with Ellen hosting, 
there was no shortage of joking 
and horsing around. The inter-
net has been exploding with 
web surfers going nuts over 
many of the memorable events 
that had nothing to do with the 
actual awards ceremony.

Among fan-favorites, Jennifer 
Lawrence has apparently made 
tripping at the Oscars an an-
nual tradition. The star wiped 
out last year going up the stairs 
to receive her award for Best 
Actress for her role in Silver 

Linings Playbook, but this year 
she was lucky enough not to 
be seen on live television when 
VKH�ELͿHG�LW�RQ�WKH�UHG�FDUSHW��
Unfortunately for J-Law, E!’s 
cameras still managed to catch 
her little tumble for the world to 
see later, ensuring that she will 
always be known for tripping 
at the Oscars. Lawrence was 
nominated for Best Supporting 
Actress for her role in American 

Hustle, but did not bring home 
the gold this time around.

“Ellen should host more 
shows, and more often!” First-
year Tatiana Ickler said. 

She’s not the only person 
boasting that sentiment either. 
The internet and many people 
on it are all, but obsessed with 
Ellen’s crazy hosting, wild ac-
tions, and quirky comments 
throughout the Oscars, and for 
a few good reasons. Her per-
IRUPDQFH�ZDV�GHÀQLWHO\�RQH�WR�
be remembered as she poked 
fun at actors, ordered pizza in 
the middle of the ceremony, 
and took what is probably 
considered one of the most 
HSLF� ´VHOÀHVµ�RI� DOO� WLPH��7KLV�
particular selfie included El-
len, Jennifer Lawrence, Bradley 
Cooper, Kevin Spacey, Meryl 
Streep, Angelina Jolie, Brad Pitt, 
Jared Leto, Lupita Nyong’o, and 
Lupita’s brother. Ellen tweeted 
the photo, which quickly be-
came the most retweeted post 
ever—it even crashed Twitter 
for a short time. The comedic 
talk show host, amidst all of 
her joking, roasting, and other 
shenanigans, even compared 
the Oscars to The Hunger Games.

“Who are we kidding? It’s The 

Hunger Games. There’s cameras 
everywhere. You’re starving. 
Jennifer Lawrence won last 
year,” DeGeneres said, accord-
ing to Entertainment Weekly. 

Speaking of epic pictures 
that were taken at the Oscars 
this year, don’t forget about 
Benedict Cumberbatch aerial 
photobombing the band U2. 
Cumberbatch’s fans have been 
highly enjoying their idol’s 
antics, maybe a little too much. 
WXPEOU�KDV�UHFHQWO\�EHHQ�ÀOOHG�

with even more posts about the 
“Sherlock” actor, who was in 12 

Years a Slave, which won Best 
Picture among other awards. 
To make sure that his photo-
bomb attempt was not in vain, 
Cumberbatch jumped not just 
once, but twice with his arms 
stretched out and a humorous 
expression on his face for full 
HͿHFW�

“He should photobomb more 
often. It’s hilarious!” Ickler said. 

Fans aren’t going to forget 

anytime soon is Leonardo Di-
Caprio once again leaving the 
ceremony without an Oscar. For 
years, fans have been demand-
ing, begging, and pleading for 
DiCaprio to, for once, not just be 
nominated but to be awarded 
one of those little gold statues. 
However, once again, their 
prayers have gone unanswered 
and they will be left to vent on 
their blogs and posts over the 
ORVV��ZLWK�KRSHV�IRU�D�GLͿHUHQW�
outcome next year.

    

Nearly a decade after The 

Lord of the Rings movies, 
Peter Jackson returns 

to Middle Earth and tries to 
emulate the same success with 
The Hobbit movies, based on 
the story that happened years 
before Frodo and the gang went 
on their quest.  
7KH�ÀUVW�Hobbit movie divided 

both fans and critics, with many 
people criticizing the pacing 
and some mediocre special ef-
fects. Some think that the odd 
pacing was due to the contro-
versial decision to divide the 
book into three movies, result-
ing in the writers having to drag 
scenes out and add new sub 

Desolation of Smaug strikes gold
plots. Is there gold to be found 
in this sequel, or did the writers 
desolate one of J.R.R. Tolkien’s 
most memorable stories?

After escaping the Goblins 
LQ� WKH�ÀUVW�ÀOP��%LOER�DQG� WKH�
dwarves head into the forest 
and continue their quest to 
regain the dwarves’ homeland.  
Gandalf parts with the team to 
deal with his own business re-
garding the coming of Sauron.  
Along the way, the dwarves 
come across spiders, shape 
shifting giants, and even elves 
(along with a returning Lego-
las), standing in their way of the 
Lonely Mountain. Eventually 
they make it, but are faced with 
a dragon-sized problem.

As expected, in order to make 
the movie longer, various sub 
plots were added into the mix.  
Gandalf’s side quest, which 
was originally not in the book, 
was explored, the character of 
Bard was expanded, and a new 
elf chatacter was created for 
the formation of a love triangle 
between Legolas (who was also 
not in the original book) and one 
of the dwarves. 

The closer look at Gandalf’s 
activities was a clever touch, as 
they did not focus on his issue 
in the book too much and adds 
some clarity to why it was so 
important for him to part.  

Bard’s character extension 

is also a nice addition.  Not to 
spoil what his role will be in 
WKH�ÀQDO�PRYLH��EXW�,�WKLQN�KLV�
relationship to the town and its 
politics will add good substance 
to this trilogy’s climax. There 
was not enough to convince me 
of the romance between two of 
the characters, and Legolas just 
feels like he’s there for cool ac-
tion scenes and nostalgia for the 
previous trilogy. I did not care 
for the love triangle. There was 
a good chunk of people who 
liked the romance, but I was not 
one of them.

The pacing in the movie is 
much better than it was in An 

Unexpected Journey. It flows 
nicely, the scenes do not feel 
too long (aside from maybe 
the last few). There’s a good 
balance of action and character 
exploration. Other than Legolas 
and some references to Sauron, 
the movie does not try to use 
nostalgia to win over the audi-
HQFH�OLNH�WKH�ÀUVW�HQWU\�GLG���$V�
I mentioned before, some of the 
subplots are better than others, 
but, for the most part, they are 
a welcome addition. 

One criticism I do have is 
that despite these movies being 
named The Hobbit, it doesn’t feel 
like Bilbo is the main character. 
He does have his times to shine 
in this installment, such as the 
scene with the elf hideout and 

the  one with the confrontation 
with Smaug. The way it is bal-
anced makes it feel like Bilbo 
gets the same amount of screen 
time and development as most 
of the other characters in the 
movie.  

The acting is what you would 
expect it to be in a Lord of the 

Rings movie, great as usual.  
Martin Freeman does a good job 
playing the nervous and out-
spoken hero in television and 
ÀOPV��DQG�%LOER�LV�QR�H[FHSWLRQ��
The characters in the previous 
ÀOP�� OLNH�*DQGDOI�DQG�7KRULQ��
have actors that take their roles 
seriously in the emotions of 
their characters.  As for the new-
er additions, Bard’s actor does a 
great job dealing with the many 
struggles of the character, while 
the new elf, Tauriel, is pretty lik-
able and fun to watch.  The best 
new star of the movie is Bene-
dict Cumberbatch as the voice 
of Smaug the dragon. Smaug 
is the reason the dwarves have 
not reclaimed their home for 
decades, so the dragon would 
have to sound as intimidating 
as he looks, and Cumberbatch 
ÀWV�WKDW�UROH�SHUIHFWO\���

Speaking of Smaug, the spe-
cial effects in this movie are 
revolutionary, especially for 
him. While there are entertain-
ing action scenes, like the mem-
orable barrel escape, Smaug 

is the biggest highlight of the 
movie. Similar to how Gollum 
was groundbreaking in The Two 

Towers, Smaug is the next step in 
evolution for giant movie mon-
sters. The textures and move-
ments on this creation feel so 
real, that it felt like Warner Bros 
knew how to train their dragon.  
Even if you are not a fan of J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s stories, I recommend 
seeing this movie for Smaug 
alone, he’s THAT good.

While many were on the fence 
LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�PRYLH��The 

Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug 
feels like the true movie we 
were waiting for. Aside from 
VRPH�LͿ\�VXE�SORWV�DQG�FKDUDF-
ter balance, it feels well-paced, 
well directed, and are a wel-
come addition to these Middle-
Earth stories.  There is some en-
tertaining popcorn action to be 
had as well as exploring some 
new characters, and Smaug was 
far from a letdown.  So far, The 

Hobbit trilogy is not as up to par 
as The Lord of the Rings trilogy, 
EXW�LI�-DFNVRQ�PDNHV�WKH�ÀQDO�LQ-
stallment as good or even better 
than this, then it could be close.

Kim Krulish
Staff Writer

Brady Lass
Staff Writer

Creative Commons

Matthew McConaughey received Best Actor for his performance in Dallas 
Buyer’s Club. 



Global stories, experiences, and life 
lessons as told by Gusties studying 

abroad.
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Tales from Abroad: Scotland

“So, how’s you’re experience 
been?”

Here we go again. I mean, it’s 
an honest enough question, but 
it’s so hard to answer. What if 
I walked up to you and said, 
“Hey! So in a relatively short 
answer, describe how your 
Gustavus experience been.” 
Tough, huh?

So what answer do I give? It’s 
been good? Bad? The bagpipes 
are cool? Homesickness is hard? 
I like castles? Studying abroad 
is so amazing?

The answer is all of the above. 
To sum it up, studying abroad 

is worth it. That’s how I like 
to phrase it these days. It’s 
been one of the hardest things 
I’ve ever done, but also one of 
the most meaningful and jaw-
dropping. 

I found a restaurant that was 
originally built, run, and named 
after my MacNab ancestors. I’ve 
kayaked on a loch in the Scottish 
Highlands. I saw London. I’ve 
HDWHQ�ÀVK�DQG�FKLSV�� ,�PDGH�D�
dream come true when I saw 
the Harry Potter Warner Bros. 
Studio. I’ve made friends from 

literally around the world. I vis-
ited the birthplace of golf. I had 
real homemade haggis. I went 
to a TEDx Talk. I’ve read Les 

Miserables. I experienced small 
town England life during my 
homestay. I’ve been consistently 
cultivating my spiritual life, and 
I’m only halfway done.

All that is so incredible, and I 
still can’t believe I did it.

That’s just the good stuff. 
Here’s the reality, it’s not always 
so great. Living in a city and 
attending a large university 
can be very lonely. Community 
does not come as naturally as 
at it does Gustauvs. Third and 
fourth year classes at the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh are really 
GLFXOW�� ,·YH�FULHG�KDUG��0RUH�
WKDQ�RQFH��7KLV�LV�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�
in my life I’ve had to buy all my 

Tales from Abroad is an ongoing section in which 
Gustavus students share the highlights of their study 

abroad experiences. 

A-List actors headlining new era for HBO

With hit shows such as 
True Blood, Boardwalk 

Empire, The Newsroom, 
and Eastbound & Down coming 
to a conclusion this year, HBO 
has found two new shows to 
continue their legacy of airing 
groundbreaking television. As 
WZR�UDGLFDOO\�GLͿHUHQW��\HW�VXF-
cessful shows, True Detective and 
Looking, have been acclaimed by 
critics and audiences alike. 

Among many viewers and 
fans on the internet, True Detec-

tive quickly became an over-
night phenomenon. Premier-
ing earlier this year, the show 
has been averaging 11 million 
viewers a week and has built 
an audience faster than any 
other show on HBO. Shows, like 
Breaking Bad, that carry the same 
level of production and edgi-
ness took years to grow such 
an audience. Against the com-
petition of many events like the 
Golden Globes, The Grammys, 
Academy Awards, the Winter 
Olympics, and the return of 
AMC’s Walking Dead, the show 
has made a real breakthrough 
in the ratings. 

Starring two major A-List 
actors, True Detective features 
Matthew McConaughey and 
Woody Harrelson playing two 

detectives solving a series of 
murders spanning several de-
cades. Using multiple timelines, 
the show presents a series of 
events from 1995 to 2012. Head-
lined by American Novelist 
Nic Izzolatto and Film Director 
Cary Fukunaga, these two took 
advantage of the medium’s 
greatest asset: time. 

Three episodes into the series, 
HBO decided to hold the fourth 
episode until after the Super-
bowl. Its slow and deliberate 
pace sparked conversations 
across social media leading to 
the fourth episode being seen 
by many as the beginning of 
Act Two. The episode ignited 
discussion across the internet as 
it ended with a 6-minute heart-
stopping, one-take tracking 
shot. Anderson Cooper, Rainn 
Wilson, and Emma Roberts talk-
ing about the scene on Twitter, 
and television critics remarked 
on its significance within the 
medium, the scene was beloved 
by many for being gripping 
television. 

“We might not see another 
sequence of such sustained ten-
sion on our TVs in 2014. This is 
the crowning achievement of 
Cary Fukunaga’s True Detective 

direction thus far,” Erik Adams 
of The A.V. Club wrote.

In the same form as the high-
ly successful American Horror 

Story, True Detective is an an-
thology series featuring a new 
cast of characters and story 
every season. Unlike American 

Horror Story, True Detective will 
not have their actors taking any 
other role in future seasons. 
Each season will feature its own 
concise story with a beginning, 
middle, end, and A-list actors.

On the night of the Academy 
Awards, McConaughey could 
EH� VHHQ� LQ�ÀFWLRQDO� DQG�DFWXDO�
form, simultaneously on televi-
sion. Winning Best Actor for 

Dallas Buyers Club and with True 

Detective nearing its conclusion, 

the night was a high mark for 
his career. 
&DUULHG�E\�ÀOP�GLUHFWRU�$Q-

drew Haigh and starring Johna-
than Groff, HBO’s dramedy 
Looking is a realistic vision of a 
group of gay friends living in 
San Francisco. Andrew Haigh 
is most known for directing 
the critically acclaimed British 
ÀOP Weekend (2012), a story of 
a 48-hour relationship between 
two men who start seeing each 
other right before one of them 
plans to leave the country. Go-
ing on to win several awards 
from festivals across the nation, 
Haigh brought his signature cin-
ematography and naturalistic 
visuals to Looking. 

Tony Nominee and Grammy 
Winner Jonathan Groff, who 
played recurring character Jesse 
St. James on Glee and providing 
WKH�YRLFH�IRU�.ULVWRͿ�LQ�Frozen,   
plays the main character Pat-
rick. Alongside Patrick, who is 
a videogame designer, are his 
friends Agustin, an artist’s as-
sistant, and Dom, an aspiring 
restaurateur. Together the three 
form an intriguing look at dif-
ferent stages of life, including 
reaching the age of 40, taking 
the next step in a relationship, 
DQG�VLPSO\�ÀQGLQJ�WKDW�VSHFLDO�
someone. 

Trying to represent a cast of 
characters that aren’t purely 
GHÀQHG�E\�WKHLU�VH[XDOLW\�RU�WKH�
perceptions of society, Looking 

goes to great length to provide 
a fresh perspective on the gay 
FRPPXQLW\�� 7KH�ÀUVW� HSLVRGH�
ÀQGV�3DWULFN� JRLQJ� RQ� D�GDWH�
with someone through OkCu-
pid.com resulting in a hilarious, 
but brutally honest portrayal of 
the queer dating community. 
Actor Russel Tovey who stars as 
Patick’s Boss, Kevin,  shared his 
thoughts on the show’s repre-
sentation of the gay community. 

“This is showing a section of 
the community where there isn’t 
any crisis in the fact that they’re 

JD\�DQG�LW�LVQ·W�WKH�DOO�GHÀQLQJ�
personality trait of each of the 
characters,” Tovey said.

Being the first show since 
Queer as Folk (2000-2005) to 
prominently revolve around a 
cast of gay men, Looking exceeds 
many of the stereotypes found 
within television that makes 
them accessible and family 
friendly. Instead, it provides 
an authentic and mature look 
at the life of those living a com-
fortable life in San Francisco 
and happen to be gay, allowing 
the show to explore the lives of 
its characters without a political 
force getting in the way.

With both seasons coming to 
a conclusion last Sunday, fans 
of True Detective and Looking 

should be happy to know that 
both series will be returning 

Spring 2015. With no official 
word on who will be the stars of 
the next season or the premise, 
True Detective fans expect to 
hear more about the upcom-
ing season as the months go 
on. With it’s renewal, Looking 

has announced that three of its 
popular recurring characters 
will be becoming regular char-
acters. Filled with gorgeous 
cinematography, quality act-
ing, and intriguing stories both 
True Detective and Looking are 
considered to be two of the best 
shows of 2014 so far. Continu-
ing HBO’s legacy, True Detec-

tive and Looking·V�ÀUVW�VHDVRQV�
are only the beginning of their 
providence to what is currently 
known as the golden age of 
television.  

Nate McNab
Guest Writer

IRRG��7R�PDNH�WKDW�PRUH�GL-
cult, I’m on a tight budget. I’m 
homesick a lot. I miss 
my mommy, my 
family, and all 
you Gusties. 
I miss Gus 
the Lion. I 
miss you. 
Y e a h , 
y o u , 
the one 
reading 
t h i s  a r -
ticle in the 

G u s tav i a n 

Weekly. You’re 
part of the amaz-
ing world that is 
Gustavus, and not 
only do I appreciate 
that you’re reading 
this, I wish I could sit 
down and talk with you 
about my experience, 
Gustie to Gustie, friend 
to friend. 

The magical part about this 

Dan Vruno
Staff Writer

H[SHULHQFH�LV�WKDW�HYHU\�GLFXOW�
moment is equally 
as  breathtaking 
as every incred-
ible moment. The 
tough parts have 
forced  me to 
grow, while the 
good has shown 
me how amaz-
ing the world 
is, combining 
to make a beau-
tifully written 
story. 

S t u d y i n g 
abroad is worth 
it.

I can say it all 
day, but I can’t ex-

plain everything in 
this short  article, and 

I wouldn’t want to. I 
guess you’ll just have to 

ask me when I return to GAC 
in May, “Nate, how was your 

experience?” I’ll smile, and tell 
you, “It was worth it.”

Creative Commons

Former Glee VWDU�� -RQDWKDQ�*URͿ�� WDNHV� WKH� OHDGLQJ� UROH� LQ�+%2·V�QHZ�
series, Looking. 

Blake Van Oosbree



S
T

U
D

E
N

T
 P

E
R

C
E

P
T

IO
N

 O
R

 

As room draw looms near, Gustavus prospective 
and returning students are faced with a choice 
between residence halls. For many, this proves 

D�GLIÀFXOW�WDVN��DV�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�ZLOO�OLNHO\�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�
type of experiences intrinsically shaped in the upcoming 
year. Each residence hall offers a unique range of culture, 
HVSHFLDOO\�DFFHQWXDWHG�DPRQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�\HDU�GRUPV��3LWW�
man, Sohre, and Norelius Hall. 
$�PDMRULW\�RI�ÀUVW�\HDUV�DW�*XVWDYXV�KDYH�GHYHORSHG�D�

GLVWLQFW�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�FXOWXUH�DPRQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�\HDU�GRUPV��
This mentality is even recognized by upperclassmen. 

“There are certain perceptions attached to certain 
GRUPV��HVSHFLDOO\�ÀUVW�\HDU�GRUPV��,�EHOLHYH�3LWWPDQ�DQG�
Sohre have the overall perception of being boring to hang 
RXW�DW�DQG� OLYH�DW��ZKHUHDV�&R�HG� LV� WKH�SODFH� WR�EH� IRU�
ÀUVW�\HDUV�EHFDXVH�LW·V�ZKHUH�HYHU\RQH�JRHV�WR�KDQJ�RXW�
and have all the fun,” Junior Collegiate Fellow Braden 
Schmid said.

Today, this perception of distinct cultural differences 
between dorms is recognizable to most who are familiar 
ZLWK�*XVWDYXV��'LUHFWRU�RI�5HVLGHQWLDO�/LIH�&KDUOLH�3RWWV�
points out that about ten years ago this divide was mul�
tiplied even further between North versus South side on 
campus. 
´1RUHOLXV�XVHG�WR�EH�WKH�RQO\�WUXH�ÀUVW�\HDU�GRUP�DQG�

HYHU\�RWKHU�EXLOGLQJ�KDG�JURXSV�RI�ÀUVW�\HDUV� MXVW� VRUW�
of dropped into them. But then there was this rift where 
1RUWK�VLGH�ZDV�VHHQ�DV�WKH�VRFLDO��DWKOHWLF�W\SH�SHRSOH�DQG�
6RXWK�VLGH�ZDV�VHHQ�DV�WKH�OHVV�VRFLDO��DUWLVWLF�W\SH��7KH�
old cafeteria was literally a divide where people sat on the 
VLGH�UHODWLYH�WR�ZKHUH�WKH\�OLYHG�µ�3RWWV�VDLG��

This substantial divide between North and South be�
JDQ�WR�IDGH�DZD\�DIWHU�*XVWDYXV�GHVLJQDWHG�WKH�ÀUVW�\HDU�
dorms we have today, but over time certain divides began 
WR� IRUP�EHWZHHQ� WKH�ÀUVW�\HDU�GRUPV��7KHUH� DUH�PDQ\�
opions as to the cause. Some believe location and layout 
of the building play a role.
´,�WKLQN�LW·V�OHVV�DERXW�WKH�SHRSOH�DQG�PRUH�DERXW�WKH�

VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��,Q�1RUHOLXV�WKHUH�DUH�VHFWLRQV�
ZKHUH�SHRSOH�FDQ�KDQJ�RXW�DQG�GHYHORS�D�FORVH�NQLW�JURXS�
RI�WZHQW\�ZKHUHDV�LQ�3LWWPDQ�WKH�OD\RXW�LV�WKH�VWDQGDUG�
college dorm where great community can happen, it just 
IHHOV�D�OLWWOH�GLIIHUHQW�µ�3RWWV�VDLG��

Others believe that there will always be differences 
ZKHQ�FRPSDULQJ�GRUPV��EXW�WKDW�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�WKH�GRUP·V�
identity. 

“There are certain things that contribute to different 
FOLPDWHV� LQ� WKH�GRUPV� OLNH�QRLVH� OHYHOV�RU� WUDIÀF� LQ�DQG�
RXW��EXW�UHDOO\�LW·V�VLPSO\�WKH�VL]H�RI�HDFK�GRUP�DQG�WKH�VHW�
XS��5RRPV�WKDW�KROG�WZR�SHRSOH�ZLWK�QR�VLQN�RU�NLWFKHQ�
DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�SXVK�SHRSOH�WR�VSHQG�WLPH�RXWVLGH�RI�
their dorm. Of course, there will be differences when you 
compare dorms but each contributes and holds its own 
LGHQWLW\�DQG�IRUPDW�µ�6RSKRPRUH�3DJHW�3HQJHOO\�VDLG��

While there are many differing opinions about the 
importance of this issue, there are some who argue that 
stigmas emerge as a result of student perspective and they 
change every year. 

“Stigmas emerge because of student perspective and 
perpetuation of stereotypes. Some buildings may appear 
WR�KDYH�PRUH�LVVXHV��EXW�ZKHQ�ORRNHG�DW�DV�D�IXQFWLRQ�RI�
the campus population at large they have a proportional 
amount of community concerns. Stigmas and stereotypes 
RI�EXLOGLQJV�FRPH�IURP�SHRSOH·V�EHOLHI�LQ�WKRVH�VWLJPDV��
There have been buildings on campus that have drasti�
cally different student created cultures from last year to 
this year,” Area Coordinator for Complex and Rundstrom  
Halls Kevin Bruins said. 

First-year building cultures 
examined within Gustavus

Jaurdyn Gilliss
Features Editor 

misconception?
features Page 9
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Editor | Jaurdyn Gilliss

SOHRE

PITTMAN

CO-ED

$�PDMRULW\�RI�ÀUVW�\HDUV�DW�*XVWDYXV�KDYH�GHYHORSHG�D�GLVWLQFW�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�FXOWXUH�DPRQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�\HDU�GRUPV��7KLV�PHQ�
WDOLW\�LV�RIWHQ�UHFRJQL]HG�E\�XSSHUFODVVPHQ�DQG�VWDII�DV�ZHOO��6RPH�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�GLIIHUQHQW�HQYLURQPHQWV�
EHWZHHQ�GRUPV�ERLOV�GRZQ�WR�D�PLVFRQFHSWLRQ�RI�SHUFHSWLRQ�DQG�RWKHUV�EHOLHYH�LW�KDV�PRUH�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�DSSHDO�RI�HDFK�
EXLOGLQJ�WR�GLIIHUHQW�W\SHV�RI�SHRSOH�ZKLFK�IRVWHUV�D�FHUWDLQ�HQYLURQPHQW��

Allison Hosman 

Allison Hosman 

Allison Hosman 

STUDENT PERCEPTION: 
First-year dorms ranked from most to least social 

Pittman

Sohre

Co-ed

1 2 3 Total 
14.29%

0%

85.71%

74.60%

14.29%

11.11%

11.11%

85.71%

3.17%

63

63

63

1 2 3

1 2 3

1 2 3

Should something be done to 
������������������������ơ�������ǫ

NO

YES 39%
61%

Size
 of d

orm
s in

 re
latio

n 

    
    

    
  

Pittman 

Sohre

400 students

190 students 190 students

to perceived sociability               

Co-ed

A majority of students perceive 
Co-ed as the most social of the 
three buildings. 

Pittman is viewed 
as the second most 
social. 

Sohre is viewed 
as the least social 
dorm. 
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Mason Kruize
Opinion Columnist

The almighty scourge of 
Gustavus, known as The 
Fourth Crown, has infested 

our campus and polluted the 
minds of our Gustie populace. 

The evil mastermind and pri-
mary instigator behind this at-
tempted aggression on literary 
integrity is Sam Panzer, sopho-
more history major at Gustavus 
and fraudulent journalist. 

Panzer and his associates 
have waged a declaration of war 
against the virtuous spirit of 
just publication, THE GUSTAVIAN 

WEEKLY, with the hopes that 
their satirical excuse for journal-
ism will take away student sup-
port of the original publication. 
Their attempt to undermine all 
we hold dear as legitimate jour-
nalists is a gross insult to our 
work, our editorial dedication, 
and our ultimate purpose to in-
form the Gustavus community. 
This story endeavors to expose 
the truth and turn the tide in this 
struggle of genuine publication 
versus a mediocre attempt at 
news publication.

Mr. Panzer has been deemed 
as a sort of genius for his pub-
lication, along with his friends 
and co-founders, Nate Long 
and Justin Feit. Upon viewing 
the news team on The Fourth 
Crown’s website, one can see 

Panzer has the supposed cre-
dentials of being a former law 
professor at Columbia Univer-
sity in New York. What is not 
told, however, is Sam Panzer’s 
true history and identity or that 
of his partners in crime. 

A close acquaintance to Sam 
had several startling revelations 
to tell after a short interview, 
one in which he begged not to 
EH�LGHQWLÀHG�IRU�IHDU�RI�KLV�OLIH��
From our source, we learned 
that Columbia University is 
code word for Metropolis, and 
a law professor means a writer 

for the major publication in the 
area, The Daily Planet. 

The most startling revelation, 
WKRXJK��ZRXOG�EH� WKH�YHULÀHG�
fact that Sam Panzer was actu-
ally known by another name 
during his time at “Colum-
bia University.” Upon looking 
through thrown out tax infor-
PDWLRQ��RXU�VRXUFH�FHUWLÀHG�WKDW�
Mr. Panzer was identified in 
Metropolis as Clark Kent! Fur-
thermore, he took his associates 
Long and Feit along with him to 
help cover his tracks.

Under evident stress and 
coercion, our source further 
YHULÀHG�WKDW�DIWHU�JDLQLQJ�KROG�
of Mr. Kent’s (now known as 
Sam Panzer) personal journal, 
KH�KDV�ÁHG�0HWURSROLV�WR�DYRLG�
detection by his arch nemesis, 
Lex Luthor. 

In addition, Panzer, Long, 
and Feit seek to overthrow the 
original source of Gustavian 

news, the WEEKLY, by creating 
their own publication with 
juicy gossip and eye catching 
headlines concerning the go-
ing ons around campus. Their 
tactics have unfortunately been 
working: students continuously 
can be seen scanning articles on 
The Fourth Crown’s website or 
liking shared articles by friends 
on Facebook. 

Sitting back and chain-smok-
ing Marlboro Southern Cuts, 
Panzer, Long, and Feit are as-
suredly grinning maniacally 
as their sinister machinations 
come to fruition.

In order for us at the WEEKLY 
to reclaim our position as the 
most highly respected publica-
tion at Gustavus Adolphus Col-
lege, we ask you, our readers, to 
express your support by taking 
our newspapers upon their 
distribution and perusing them 

7KH�0DVRQDWRU·V�6DWLULFDO�2SLQLRQ

thoroughly. We love to be asked 
for autographs, and it brought 
a tear to my eye when one of 
my dedicated readers brought 
a framed issue begging me to 
sign it for her. 

In addition, you must boy-
cott The Fourth Crown at all 
costs! End you’re searching 
of its blasphemous contents! 
Stop liking your brainwashed 
friends shared links to the liter-
ary garbage! The integrity of 
our blessed WEEKLY depends 
upon your support and efforts 
to terminate this outrageous 
attack upon an essential part of 
our Gustavus culture.

We leave it to you, our read-
ers, to put an end to The Fourth 
Crown’s heinous marring of our 
beloved tradition of genuine 

Submitted
The Fourth Crown, also known as “the almighty scourge of Gustavus,” threatens the legitimacy of journalism.

Now Hiring
Got a car? Need a job?

E-mail weekly@gustavus.edu 
for job and payment details!

We’re hiring for a new
DISTRIBUTION

MANAGER!

“This story endeavors to 
expose the truth and turn 
the tide in this struggle of 
genuine publication ver-
sus a mediocre attempt 
at news publication.”

journalism. The fate of The Gus-
tavian Weekly, and our careers, 
is in your hands. 

We trust that no matter the 
struggle or the backlash, we 
shall see a slow yet steady 
decline in the outreach of the 
poison known as The Fourth 
Crown. Clark Kent will be forced 
to accept his role as Superman 
and face Lex Luthor; not hide 
out at a small, private, liberal 
arts college in St. Peter, Minn. 
with the help of his friends. In 
the name of humanity, and your 
country, put an end to Super-
man’s neurotic impulse to take 
over our illustrious position 
as your primary providers for 
all things newsworthy around 
Gustavus Adolphus College.
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Caitlin Skvorc
Opinion Columnist

For those of you who may 
not be in the loop, some 
Gusties joined students 

from all over the U.S. on Sun-
day, March 2, to protest the 
proposed construction of the 
Keystone XL Pipeline. While I 
may not be as informed on the 
matter as groups such as the 
Gustie Greens, I did do a little 
a research. 

I found that TransCanada/
Keystone already has a pipeline 
in place, and in general, the ben-
HÀWV�GR�QRW� VHHP� WR�RXWZHLJK�
the costs for a country already 
in serious debt. But after hearing 
one Gustie protestor say, “well, 
the point was to get arrested” 
after asking about the protest, I 
started to have my doubts about 
the whole movement. 

If the goal of exercising our 
First Amendment right to 
peacefully assemble and to pe-
tition our government is just to 
get detained for a cause, there 
is something wrong; how is 
any cause going to be realized 
ZKHQ� LWV� DGYRFDWHV� DUH�ÀOOLQJ�
out police paperwork?

Of course, not every student—

or even very many—would say 
their only reason for protesting 
was to say, “Look Ma, I got ar-
UHVWHG�µ�DQG�SD\�D�ÀQH��EXW�LW·V�
worth addressing those who do 
use that as a motivating factor 
for their “civil disobedience.” 
One reason is that, as David 
Blackmon demonstrates in his 
article “Keystone XL Protest - 
An Exercise In Hypocrisy And 
Ignorance” on Forbes.com, 
there are many critics of student 
movements who pick on us for 
being ignorant, misguided, etc. 
just because we’re young. In 
the article, Blackmon comments 
on a photo taken at the protest 
of a guy holding a sign that 
says “Climate Change=Class 
War” saying, “this fellow either 
doesn’t read much or simply 
wandered into the wrong pro-
test by mistake.” 

While I would say that Black-
mon’s article is in general petty, 
immature (how ironic), and 
even mean-spirited, in the 
aforementioned example, I have 
to wonder if he isn’t right about 
a lot of people. I am curious—
how many people involved in 
the movement actually know 
what they are protesting? How 
many people were roped into 
attending or making a sign by 
their friends? I personally have 
had that happen to me and 
have very mixed feelings about 
the event. How many people 
wanted “to get arrested” or just 
be in people’s faces?

Some “in-your-face” methods 
are no doubt required to bring 
about action, but the problem 
arises when the focus is on 
demonizing the government or 
just causing a ruckus to be an 
anarchist for a day. 

In an interview with Bill McK-
ibben, co-founder of 350.org, 

Democracy Now’s Amy Good-
man also asserted that students 
were “planning to get arrested” 
in her question to McKibben of 
why the movement is so im-
portant. Being ready for such 
an event in one thing, but plan-
ning it? That does not seem very 
productive. 

We may have to speak loud 
and long for the President and 
Congress to hear us, but getting 
arrested does not really change 
anything. It gives the newscast-
ers and other reporters numbers 
to tout at people, sure. But 
the number of people simply 

SUHVHQW�VKRXOG�EH�VXIÀFLHQW� WR�
convey to the government and 
the rest of the U.S. citizens in 
the dark about this issue that 
it’s worth looking into on an 
individual basis.

There is a time and a place 
for everything though, and if 
you want to protest the corrup-
tion of the justice system, then 
getting arrested or held against 
your will for doing something 
legal might be more effective. 
Gandhi, for example, was im-
prisoned more for his ideas than 
anything “illegal” he did, and 
that, of course, is wrong and 

should not happen anywhere. 
But the protest against the 

Keystone XL Pipeline is about 
the environment, is it not? It’s 
not that we can only protest one 
thing at a time, but focus will 
inevitably draw more respect 
from our “elders.” 

So let us show Obama and all 
the presidents to come that we 
know the cost of environmental 
degradation, and that we are 
looking to make the world a 
better place to live in—not to 
just party in the streets and piss 
people off.

The Skvorc Retort

SubmittedGusties passionate about the environment protest the proposed Keystone XL Pipeline in Washington, D.C.

Gustie Crossword     Answers posted online
Across
1. A wedge-shaped piece at the 
apex of a masonry arch

5. Touching, unusual, or old-
fashioned

6. To have a high quality of life

8. Two things that are meant to 
be together

10. A daughter of one’s brother 
or sister

11. Leadership position, e.g. 
JoNes VanHecke

12. To pull behind a vehicle

14. Ran at a comfortable pace

18. Dinner bird

20. Study of animals

24. Also

����:LWKRXW�ÁDZ

27. Erberts & Gerberts sandwich

Down
2. Plural of ox

3. Special tools or supplies

4. A place to go for drinks

7. Cloth covering the face

9. St. Louis football team

11. ___ Date

13. Smell

15. Score, in hockey

16. To pull along the ground

17. Lay down the ____

19. Young woman, to a Scot

20. Alternative to button

21. Paddle

22. Dedicated poem

23. Until the present moment

25. Just a little bit

IN NEXT 
WEEK’S 
ISSUE...

Students discovered 
as masterminds be-
hind Keystone beer 
pipeline.

The Weekly Staff  
will unveil the unan-
imously elected Mrs. 
Gustavus (hint: do 
you need a hint? It’s 
Beyonce).

The Gustavus Greens 
broaden their aware-
ness campaign to in-
clude their vertically-
challenged friends, 
the leprechauns, in 
honor of  St. Patty’s 
Day.

1 2 3 4

5

6

7 8 9

10

11

12 13

14 15 16 17

18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27
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Ashley Nickel
Opinion Columnist

You never call. You never 
write. You never visit . 
. . unless it’s done with 

some sort of public demonstra-
tion. Is this really how the Stu-
dent Senate works? 

After carefully considering 
reactions to my last article, I 
wish to express one last thing 
about Student Senate that I 
believe was my main point 
LQ�ZULWLQJ� DERXW� LW� LQ� WKH� ÀUVW�
place. The main purpose in 
writing previously and now 
about this topic is to point out 
VRPH� ÁDZV� WKDW� DUH� SURKLELW-
ing the Senate’s communica-
tion with the students they are 
trusted to represent. 

The main problem is in fact 
communication. It is communi-
cation with the students, com-
munication within the organi-
zation, and communication of 
vital information to whomever 
should like to learn it. As a stu-
dent on this campus, I would 
never have known about any 
of the workings of Student Sen-
ate (excepting the occasional 

emails I have received from 
them this year, which I always 
make a point to read) without 
having personally known one 
of the representatives. Even 
then I must embark on a wild 
goose chase, examining the 
only available information 
posted online, and then piece 
through the facts in order to 
have any idea of what is hap-
pening within our student gov-
ernment. Luckily, I am the type 
of person who is willing to do 
this in order to understand the 
workings of my community, 
but not everyone is inclined to 
do so, nor has the time to dedi-
cate to getting straight answers 
about a subject that should 
undoubtedly be public knowl-
edge. 

I am now aware that there is 
a Public Relations Committee 
in the Student Senate. How-
ever, there are several things 
that I do not believe are being 
advertised well enough by this 
committee. One of these things 
is that there actually is a Public 
Relations Committee. Another 
is that students are welcome 
to attend meetings in order to 
communicate with the sena-
tors directly. This second one is 
most important as it is the basis 
on which the students are given 
the opportunity to speak and 
have their opinions heard. If 
the students do not even know 
when meetings are held, what 
issues are up for discussion, 
and that they are welcome to 
throw in their two cents, then 
how is there to be any effective 
collaboration between the Sen-
ate and the student body? 

Another issue when deal-
ing with Student Senate is that 

there seems to be several dif-
ferent answers for every one 
question asked. Getting infor-
mation from them is vague 
at best, or requires several 
follow-ups. It seems that Sen-
ate is not a united front, which 
would actually be a good thing 
for discussion and incorporat-
ing different perspectives, ex-
cept they can very rarely agree 
on any sort of action. 

If the Student Senate wishes 
to follow the example of our 
country’s Senate, then they 
should remain on the course 
of action (or inaction) they are 
currently taking. But wouldn’t 
it be wonderful if the Senate 
tried to increase their commu-
nication, listened to the needs 
of the student body, and took 
action according to what was 
best for us, rather than what re-
ÁHFWV�LQ�WKH�PRVW�SRVLWLYH�ZD\�
politically? 

But calls to action only go so 

far. I do not wish to discredit 
the Senate, or any of the com-
mittee leaders. All I would re-
ally like to see is a senate that 
makes the effort to work with 
the students, and students that 
are willing to communicate 
with the Senate. With these 
ÀHOGV� RI� H[FKDQJH� RSHQHG�XS��
the Senate could be doing so 
much more good for the cam-
pus. The only way that Senate 
can be truly successful is with 
student backing and input; the 
only way for it to be effective is 
by taking criticism and using it 
to better its structure.

Communication is a two-way 
street. Apparently one that is 
currently under construction.  

Creative Commons
Discourse is a matter of construction over destruction.

Fancy That

Let’s Give It a Whirl
“Not Dead Yet”

 By Kevin Pajor

To the Gustavus community:
We, the Tau Mu Tau Soror-

ity, would like to express our 
sincerest apologies to those 
offended by the culturally de-
rogatory costume choice by 
one of our members at a social 
event this past weekend. We 
do not condone intolerance 
of any kind and are working 
to ensure that this individual 
is held accountable for her ac-
tions.

First and foremost, we are 
committed – as an organiza-
tion and as individuals – to 
educating ourselves about 
cultural differences and the 
harmful effects of further-
ing stereotypes.  We hope the 
community is aware that the 
DFWLRQV� E\� WKLV� VSHFLÀF� LQGL-
vidual do not, in any way, 
UHÁHFW�RXU�LQGLYLGXDO�RU�RUJD-
nizational values and beliefs.    

Moving forward, we will 
continue engaging in con-
versations and educational 
efforts with our members as 
well as the leaders of various 
organizations on campus to 
promote a strong understand-
ing of, and commitment to, 
the diversity we so deeply 
value within the Greek com-
munity, on campus, and be-
yond.  

We are committed to tak-
ing all steps necessary to 
make amends to our com-
munity.  During this time, we 
ask the Gustavus community 
to support our effort to pro-
mote continued multicultural 
awareness.  

Sincerely,
The Tau Mu Tau Sorority

Letter to the 
(GLWRU



Pisces
The Flame’s business has got to 
su!er on March 17 when you have 
an establishment called Patty’s. It’s 
like cheating.

calendar3DJH������)ULGD\��0DUFK��������� (GLWRU����-XVWLQ�)HLW

Friday, Mar. 14

Virgo
The Bachelor is like a fairytale . . . but 
closer to Hans Christian Andersen 
than Disney.

Taurus
Watch as the seniors slide into a 
swimming pool of “whatever.”

Gemini

Cancer
See, I’m sliding so much that I 
didn’t even put anything in Gemini. 
#RENEGADE

Leo
It ’s only a matter of time until 
Blackbeard goes full True Detective 
and starts spouting off nihilistic 
soliliquies.

Scorpio
A plane is missing? What is this? 
LOST?

Aries
Ah, Spring. We taste thine bittersweet 
nectar of warmer weather and an 
hour lost of sleep.

Sagittarius
March Madness will be an all-
time low for the Class of 2014’s 
production level.

Capricorn
I haven’t been signed by an NFL 
team yet. They must not know that 
I’m a free agent or something.

Aquarius
You may have beaten us at hockey, 
St. Thomas, but do you have a "ower 
that smells like dead people?

Libra
R O O M  D R A W :  W a t c h  t h e 
underclassmen fight for Uhler 
scraps!

Feit-sty Not Really
Horoscopes

Sunday, Mar. 16

Thursday, Mar. 20Saturday, Mar. 15

Wednesday, Mar. 19

Sun’s out, guns out 

for Manspider.

Monday, Mar. 17

* The Calendar Page is considered editorial. 
The opinions expressed herein are not the 
opinions of THE GUSTAVIAN WEEKLY, but rather 
the diary of Vladimir Putin. The guy f@#$ing 
loves The Hobbit.

They exist here????

College Republican 
Meeting
Gustie Den
7 p.m.

Tuesday, Mar. 18

Not to be confused with the sports-
location event, Geocoaching Challenge.

Geocaching Challenge
Interpretive Center
4:30 p.m.

Like, “Is Thor a religious movie?”

Exploring Religious 
Questions Series
Olin Hall 103
7 p.m.

Post-Impact: Life after a 
Traumatic Brain Injury
Alumni Hall
3 p.m.

This might be the closest we get to having 
an NFL player on campus in a while.

Ohle’s last hurrah is gonna be a wild one, 
folks.

Weekend Movie: 
The Hobbit: 
The Desolation of Smaug
Wallenberg Auditorium
8 p.m.
I might just spread this short joke over the 
course of three calendar entries because 
that’s the Peter Jackson way.

President’s Ball
Verizon Wireless Center
5 p.m.

They need to desolate smog in Los 
Angeles. #GOINGGREEN

Weekend Movie:
The Hobbit: 
The Desolation of Smaug
Wallenberg Auditorium
2 p.m.

Insomnia Lunch & Learn
Heritage Banquet Room
11:30 a.m.

I feel like this should be much later than 
it is currently.

I knew memorizing all of the statistics of 
the fall’s "ag football tournament would 
come in handy.

Gustie Cup Sports Trivia
Courtyard Café
9:30 p.m.

Weekend Movie: 
The Hobbit: 
The Desolation of Smaug
Wallenberg Auditorium
8 p.m.

I can’t wait until the part in The Hobbit 
when Frodo kills Voldemort and sends 
him back to Narnia.

Weekly Meditation
Interfaith Space
7 p.m.

If I were to go to this event, it might 
inadvertantly become Weekly Naptime.

Watering Hole 
Wednesdays
Vickner 108
3:30 p.m.
This is what they are calling Karaoke Night 
at Patty’s now?

The seniors were going to have one, but 
then they realized that it would involve 
some work.

Sophomore Class 
Showcase
Courtyard Café
8 p.m.

This is where they gossip about the stupid 
kids, isn’t it?

Teachers Talking
St. Peter Room
11:30 a.m.
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Softball starts season on a high note
Zac Isaak
Staff Writer

The Gustavus women’s 
softball season began on 
a high note. The women 

SOD\HG�WKHLU�ÀUVW�IRXU�JDPHV�LQ�
the RCTC Bubble in Rochester, 
MN. On March 1, the women 
ORVW�WKHLU�ÀUVW�JDPH�WR�WKH�8QL-
versity of Dubuque, 5-4, in an 
eight inning contest. In their sec-
ond game of the day, the women 
won against Loras College, 9-6. 

On March 2, the women lost 
WKHLU�ÀUVW�JDPH�WR�/XWKHU�&RO-
lege, 13-4 in a six inning contest. 
However, the women came back 
and won their second game of 
WKH�GD\�DJDLQVW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
Wisconsin – Eau Claire, 8-7, in 
a full-length game. The women 
ÀQLVKHG� WKHLU�ÀUVW�ZHHN�RI�DF-
tion with a 2-2 record against 
some tough opponents. 

 “We lost to the number seven 
team in the nation [Luther], but 
we competed and played very 
well. We had 19 players present 
that weekend, so everybody got 
to see some playing time,” Ju-
QLRU�,QÀHOGHU�&DUO\�.ODVV�VDLG��

The women have noticed 
some serious changes between 
this year’s team and last year’s 
team. Their mental toughness, 
team chemistry, and depth have 
LPSURYHG�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�WKLV�\HDU��

“The atmosphere is so much 

different. There’s a lot more 
positivity and you could really 
see that this last weekend. We 
have people who are capable 
of playing multiple positions, 
so that’s awesome,” Junior 
Captain and Infielder Shelby 
Nosan said. 

Prior to the beginning of 
the season, the women started 
training with their fall season 
workouts. The women did a va-
riety of exercises, including pool 

workouts and fun activities. In 
addition to fall preparations, 
the women had opportunities 
to train during January-term 
through open gym sessions. 
While there weren’t many play-
ers on campus during January-
term, the ones that were present 
were busy putting in quality 
practices. 

Following January-term, the 
women spent their touring 
break doing two-a-day prac-

tices, to kick-off the 2014 season. 
Since then, the women have 
been practicing in the Lund 
Center forum. 

The softball team is entering 
this season with serious goals 
that they wish to accomplish 
throughout the season. Making 
the playoffs and winning the 
MIAC Conference Champion-
VKLS�LV�DOZD\V�D�ÀUVW�SULRULW\�WR�
the women, however they also 
have their sights set on making 

it to the NCAA tournament and 
the Regional tournament. 

“One of our biggest goals is to 
improve every day. It’s easy to 
get stuck inside and not get any-
thing out of the indoor practices. 
We are trying to get better every 
day in at least one thing every 
day. Last year was tough, due 
to the poor weather conditions, 
but we learned how to handle 
adversity. This last weekend 
really tested us, as well,” Senior 
&DSWDLQ�DQG�2XWÀHOGHU�%ULWWDQ\�
Brenke said.

In addition to their post-sea-
son aspirations, the women are 
focused on other regular season 
goals, such as strengthening 
different aspects of their game 
throughout the season.  

“One of our goals is always to 
win the MIAC Conference. We 
try not to think too far beyond. 
You keep Regionals and Nation-
als in the back of your mind, but 
the focus is on the present. We 
QHHG�WR�EH�ÁH[LEOH�DQG�KDQGOH�
DGYHUVLW\�ZHOO�µ�.ODVV�VDLG��

The women believe staying 
focused, positive, intense, and 
their will to improve will lead 

Graduate Teaching Licensure program 

With your bachelor’s degree, you can earn your Minnesota K-12 teaching license 
in as little as 18 months, while working toward a master’s degree.

Our Graduate Teaching Licensure program features a combination of 
accelerated online and weekend classes, which are ideal for working professionals. 

Classes available at our Duluth, St. Paul and St. Cloud campuses.

go.css.edu/ToTeach  •  (877) 287-8751

It’s not too 
late to teach.

‘Softball’ continued on 
page 15

Gustavus Sports Information
-XQLRU�,QÀHOGHU�&DUO\�.ODVV�SUHSDUHG�IRU�D�SRWHQWLDO�JURXQGHU�GXULQJ�D�JDPH�DJDLQVW�%HWKHO�8QLYHUVLW\�ODVW�VSULQJ��
2Q�0DUFK�����WKH�WHDP�ZLOO�WUDYHO�WR�$UL]RQD�IRU�WKH�7XFVRQ�,QYLWDWLRQDO�
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SPORTS
SCHEDULE

Friday, March 14

Saturday, March 15
Men’s tennis @ Stag-Hen 
Invitational

Women’s golf @ George 
Fox Invitational                               

Men’s tennis @ Stag-Hen 
Invitational

Women’s golf @ George 
Fox Invitational

Men’s hockey falls in Playo! Championship
Megan Tuttle
Staff Writer

Gustavus Sports Information
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WLPHV�WKLV�\HDU�0F/HDQ�KHOG�FRQIHUHQFH�IRHV�WR�MXVW�RQH�JRDO�LQ�D�JDPH�

Gustavus Sports Information
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The Gustavus men’s hockey 
team concluded their sea-
son with a 2-1 loss to the 

8QLYHUVLW\� RI� 6W�� 7KRPDV� RQ�
Saturday, March 8 in the MIAC 
Playoff Championship game. 
After a 3-2 win over Saint John’s 
8QLYHUVLW\�LQ�WKH�0,$&�3OD\RII�
Semi-Finals on Saturday, March 
1, the team advanced to the 
MIAC Playoff Championship 
game for the third year in a row. 

Although the team’s ulti-
mate goal was to make it to the 
NCAA tournament, they still 
walked away with more con-
ference wins this season than 
their previous year. Last season 
the Gusties finished 9-5-2 in 
the MIAC, and this season they 
ÀQLVKHG��������LQ�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�
and 16-7-4 overall. 

Junior Blake Schammel be-
lieves that even though the 
team was not able to meet their 
end goals, they experienced 
increased success this season. 

“We swept almost every [se-
ries] except St. Thomas and 
Concordia, so that was really 
nice to do,” Schammel said. 

Two highlights of the season 
were the team’s regular season 
VZHHS�RI�6DLQW�-RKQ·V�8QLYHUVLW\�
and the MIAC playoff victory 
over Saint John’s. 

“They ended our season last 
year, so I think that was a good 
goal to win two big games over 
them and I think our win over 
Saint John’s in the playoffs was 
another big win for us. It’s hard 
to beat a team three times in a 
year,” Senior Captain Corey 
Leivermann said. 

Leivermann was awarded 
Gustavus Male Athlete of the 
Month for February, after earn-

ing a total of thirty points and 
scoring eighteen goals this sea-
son, which made him Gustavus’ 
leading scorer. 

In addition to Leivermann’s 
Male Athlete of the Month acco-
lade, he, along with teammates 
John McLean and Adam Smyth, 
were honored as members of 
the MIAC Men’s Hockey All-
Conference team.
7KLV�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�/HLY-

ermann has been named to the 
All-Conference team, since he 
transferred to Gustavus from 
068�0DQNDWR�KDOIZD\�WKURXJK�
last season. Only one other 
player in the league scored 18 
goals this season.

Sophomore goaltender John 
McLean was named to the 
All-Conference team after a 
standout season in which he 
recorded one shutout and al-
lowed conference opponents 
to score only one goal a total of 
nine times.

For the second year in a row, 
Senior Adam Smyth earned 
All-Conference honors. Smyth 

scored 19 points this season, 
with 11 goals and eight as-
VLVWV��DQG�ÀYH�WLPHV�WKLV�VHDVRQ�
Smyth scored multiple times in 
a game.

According to Leivermann, 
one strength of the team has 
been the depth of their offensive 
lines. 

“We really have four lines 
that can score each and every 
night and I think that’s kind of 
been proven all year. It’s not one 
line that’s carried us, it’s been a 
committee,” Leivermann said.

Senior Joey Olson believes 
that the team’s success this 
season was derived from a 
strong team bond, as well as 
hard work. 

“Nothing comes easy. You 
gotta go out and put the time in. 
Being a good teammate is big as 
ZHOO��7KH�WHDP�FRPHV�ÀUVW�²�¶ZH·�
QRW�¶PH�·µ�2OVRQ�VDLG���

Schammel agrees that the 
team has improved from last 
season to this season, partially 
because of improvement of 
team dynamics.  

them to success this year. 
“Intensity will be a big factor, 

whether we’re inside or outside. 
We need to make the best of our 
time. We need to make the most 
out of our opportunities and 
not worry about where we’re 
playing or anything we can’t 
FRQWURO�µ�.ODVV�VDLG��

“We need to stay in the men-
tality we are in right now, which 
is staying positive and forget-
ting our mistakes. We need to 
play with that we-love-the-
game feeling throughout the 
season,” Nosan said. 

The Gustie women will re-
sume game play on March 20 
when they travel to Arizona to 
play in the Tucson Invitational. 
Be sure to follow the Gustavus 
women’s softball team as they 
compete throughout the spring 
semester and aim to win the 
MIAC Conference Champion-
ship.  

‘Softball’ continued from 
page 14

“We truly have some 
of the best fans in the 

MIAC.”
—Corey Leivermann

“We all get along very well, 
it’s been the best group of guys 
since I got here my freshman 
year. It’s been the best team I’ve 
been on as far as getting along 
with each other,” Schammel 
said. 

The athletes also attribute 
their success to the atmosphere 
provided by the fans. A main 
reason Leivermann chose to 
transfer to Gustavus last year 
was because of the Division III 
atmosphere. 

“When I came here our coach 
said we have one of the best Di-
vision III atmospheres in college 
hockey and I didn’t really know 
what that meant. But, after 
playing at places like Hamline, 
Bethel and even St. Thomas, we 
truly have some of the best fans 
in the MIAC and that was the 
main reason that brought me 
here,” Leivermann said. 

Schammel expressed that 
the returning players have big 
VKRHV�WR�ÀOO�LI�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�ZLQ�
the MIAC Playoff Champion-
ship game next season. 

“We have a lot of points that 
we’re graduating, so some of the 
guys who are returning need to 
produce and put up some more 
goals; and I think if we do all 
that and come together we’ll 
have a good year,” Schammel 
said. 

Sunday, March 16

Baseball @ Tucson 
Invitational

So!ball @ Tucson 
Invitational                               

"ursday, March 20

Women’s tennis vs. College 
of Saint Benedict
                                  2:00 p.m.                        
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For !rst time in a decade, women’s hockey season 
concludes before the NCAA Tournament

Linnea Moat
Sports & Fitness Editor

This year marks the first 
year since 2003 that the 
Gustavus women’s hock-

ey team will not appear in the 
NCAA Tournament. Despite not 
being able to clinch either the 
MIAC title or the MIAC Playoff 
title, the women feel they had a 
successful season.

“The season went well over-
DOO��:H�GHÀQLWHO\�ZHUH�KRSLQJ�
for a different outcome at the 
end of the season but we faced 
a lot of adversity this year. We 
came in with a lot new players 
that had had to make the adjust-
ment to college hockey and it 
was great to see them and the 
team continue to improve ev-
eryday,” Junior Captain Court-
ney Boucher said.

Although the end to the 
season came sooner than the 
Gusties would have liked, the 
women are a close-knit team 
that became even closer through 
dealing with the struggles of the 
season.

“We did not get to where we 
wanted to go in the end (the 
1&$$�ÀQDO�IRXU�WRXUQDPHQW���
but it was a fun season and 
one thing that I really admire 
about this team is our ability 
to keep going even when we 
faced adversity throughout the 
year.  We had a great group of 
girls and we were truly a fam-
ily,” Sophomore Allison Eder-
Zdechlik said.

The close bonds the team 
formed this year were partly 
due to the team’s ability to face 
adversity together, but were 
also strengthened by off-the-ice 
bonding activities.

Sport Pix
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“It’s so great that every year 
you really become a family with 
the rest of the girls— I think 
that’s one of the things I’ll miss 
the most now that we’re done. 
We planned a lot of team activi-
ties in January to help us better 
our team chemistry,” Junior 
Captain Carolyn Draayer said.

Another contributing factor 
to the team’s success this season 
were the performances of the 
four All-Conference honorees.

Carolyn Draayer, Courtney 
Boucher, Allison Eder-Zdechlik, 
and Melissa Doyle were all 

named to the MIAC All-Con-
ference team.

“I am honored and very 
blessed to have achieved this 
award. I think for the four of us, 
we can all attribute this honor 
back to the team. We could 
not have been in a place to be 
chosen for this if it weren’t for 
great teammates. They are the 
ones that maybe don’t get recog-
nized, but are there demanding 
the very best out of each of us 
and allowing us as a team to 
be successful,” Senior Captain 
Melissa Doyle said.

The other three All-Confer-
ence honorees also credited 
their team for helping them to 
earn the honor.

This year ’s hockey season 
is barely in the books, but the 
women are already looking 
forward to what’s next. The 
women will take a break from 
trianing before jumping back 
into off-season preparations 
after they return from spring 
break.

The team isn’t just preparing 
for next season, they already 
have their sights set on next 

year’s NCAA Tournament.
“Next year there is a strong 

chance to see us back in the 
Final Four [of the NCAA Tour-
nament]. I think the entire team 
has a chip on our shoulder and 
the up-and-coming senior class 
will present solid leadership 
to guide them in a successful 
journey,” Doyle said.

Throughout the offseason the 
women will work out off the 
ice—lifting weights and work-
ing on conditioning.

“In and out of season we put 
a lot of time into preparing our-
selves. We train pretty hard in 
the off season. Our trainer Mitch 
%RFNHQVWHGW�GHÀQLWHO\�UDPSHG�
up our off-season workouts a 
lot last spring and this summer. 
We came into the season better 
conditioned than we ever have 
before,” Draayer said.

The team is hoping that their 
offseason preparations will 
help them achieve the goals 
they have set for next season, 
especially since they ended this 
season with a note of disap-
pointment. The women are hun-
gry for a return to the NCAA 
Tournament, but Doyle said that 
for now they are proud of what 
they accomplished this season. 

“Each year the sense of ur-
gency grows exponentially and 
the most important thing to 
UHÁHFW�RQ�DIWHU�WKH�VHDVRQ�LV�WKDW�
you gave your best, regardless 
of the outcome at the end of the 
season. That’s all we can give 
and that’s all we can control. I 
am proud of our team and how 
we have overcome a lot of ad-
versity this season,” Doyle said.


