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T
he Board of Trustees has 

announced the election of 

Gustavus’ 17th president, 

Rebecca M. Bergman. Berg-

PDQ�ZLOO� WDNH�RFH�RQ� -XO\���
of this year, replacing current 

3UHVLGHQW�-DFN�2KOH�LQ�KLV�UHWLUH-

PHQW��%HUJPDQ�LV�DOVR�WKH�ÀUVW�
female president in Gustavus’ 

152 years.

Bergman currently serves at 

Medtronic as the Vice President 

of Research, Technology, and 

Therapy Delivery Systems for 

the company’s Cardiac Rhythm 

Disease Management (CRDM) 

division. Bergman has also 

served on the Board of Trustees 

since 2007.

Board of Trustees Member 

and Presidential Search Com-

mittee Chair Warren Beck be-

lieves that Bergman’s skill set 

is well tailored to the position.

“I am very excited that Becky 

has been elected. I think she 

brings a great deal of strengths 

from her years of experience 

DW�0HGWURQLF�DQG�DOVR�EHQHÀWV�
from her service on the board 

of trustees at the college,” Beck 

said.

Although Bergman did not 

initially intend to apply for the 

2FH�RI�0DUNHWLQJ�DQG�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV

S
trolling around campus 

lately, students have likely 

noticed the signs announc-

ing the upcoming Building 

Bridges Conference. This year’s 

theme, “Disposable Communi-

ties? Demanding Environmen-

WDO� -XVWLFH�µ�KDV� LQFOXGHG� WZR�
scheduled preview lectures in 

addition to the week of activities 

leading up to the event.  

2Q�7KXUVGD\��)HE�����'U��-DVRQ�
Smerdon, Professor at Lamont-

'RKHUW\�(DUWK�2EVHUYDWRU\� DW�
Columbia University, presented 

the lecture entitled, “Drip, Drip, 

Drip: Water, Climate Change, 

and Tales of Want and Excess 

in the 21st Century.”

The lecture, “Climate Change- 

What do we know and what 

can we do?”was scheduled for 

)HE�����ZLWK�'U��-RKQ�$EUDKDP��
3URIHVVRU�RI�7KHUPDO�DQG�)OXLG�
Science at the University of St. 

Thomas, but was postponed 

due to the weather. 

The two Building Bridges pre-

view lectures were sponsored 

in partnership with the Biol-

ogy, Chemistry, Environmental 

Studies, Geology, and Physics 

Departments. 

Professor Charles Niederriter 

of the Physics Department said 

that the Building Bridges Con-

ference topic this year provided 

an opportunity to use funding 

IURP�WKH�1DWLRQDO�6FLHQFH�)RXQ-

dation to sponsor the speakers 

in an effort to “warm up the 

crowd” as has been done with 

the Nobel Conferences in the 

past in promotion of the upcom-

ing conference’s environmental 

theme.

“It’s amazing how lucky we 

are, we really take water for 

granted, yet around the world 

fresh, clean water is not com-

mon,” Niederriter said.

Smerdon, a 1998 Gustavus  

graduate with a PhD in Applied 

Physics, said that the conversa-

tion about climate change has 

been evolving, moving from 

questions about the evidence 

supporting the existence of 

global warming toward the 

study of the impacts and conse-

quences of climate change. 

“Being able to talk about 

water is a really important part 

of the climate change story, the 

hydrological cycle is going to 

be changed significantly as a 

result of global warming, and 

its impacts are things that we 

need to be thinking about,” 

Smerdon said.

)RFXVLQJ� RQ� WKH� VKLIWLQJ� RI�
extreme concentrations of pre-

cipitation, Smerdon empha-

sized that areas that already 

experience drought will become 

even more burdened by a lack 

of water, and other global areas 

will be at an increased risk of se-

YHUH�ÁRRGLQJ�DQG�RWKHU�ZHDWKHU�
phenomena.

´)URP� WKH� SHUVSHFWLYH� RI�
Building Bridges, the environ-

mental injustice issue is really 

encapsulated in the water prob-

lem, because climate change 

will affect the hydrological 

cycle unevenly. The changes in 

water availability and the con-

sequences for precipitation and 

drought will be unevenly felt, 

DQG� LW·V�GHÀQLWHO\� D� VDG� WUXWK�
of the climate change issue that 

position, she was encouraged to 

do so by her colleagues. 

“At the beginning, I really 

didn’t have it in my mind, the 

possibility of being a candidate, 

and it wasn’t until I was nudged 

by a few of my colleagues that I 

even began to think about it, so 

it really wasn’t in my ‘master 

plan,’” Bergman said.

The election of a new presi-

dent has caused excitement on 

campus and has also provoked 

questions about what the re-

sponsibilities of the president 

are. Beck explained that a col-

lege president has many diverse 

roles. 

“The president of the college 

is really the person who pro-

vides a focal point for conver-

sation about the college, and in 

going forward, provides leader-

ship for the institution. They are 

also the person who articulates 

the mission of the college and 

its strengths to the broader com-

munity. It’s the combination of 

the internal leadership and the 

external communication that is 

so important to keep the college 

moving forward,” Beck said. 

Bergman is enthusiastic about 

transitioning from her current 

role as Board of Trustees mem-

ber to President. 

“I am particularly looking 

forward to life on campus. I 

KDYH�D�UHDO�DQLW\�IRU�VWXGHQWV��
for education, for continual 

learning, so it feels like an en-

vironment that will be exciting 

and every day something new 

to learn. I really enjoy strategic 

SODQQLQJ�� DQG� WU\LQJ� WR�ÀJXUH�
out where to focus energy in 

terms of future direction, so I 

am looking forward to trying 

WR�VHW�SULRULWLHV�DQG�ÀJXUH�RXW�
what are the most important 

new initiatives that Gustavus 

needs to face into over the next 

ÀYH�SOXV�\HDUV�µ�%HUJPDQ�VDLG�

“It’s the combination 
of the internal 
leadership and 

the external 
communication 

that is so important 
to keep the college 
moving forward.” 

—Warren Beck

Although Bergman does not 

see any major changes in the 

near future, she hopes to im-

prove upon many existing as-

pects of Gustavus life. 

“Gustavus is fortunate to 

have a lot of things right, and I 

think that the important foun-

dation of Gustavus, meaning 

the mission and core values of 
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Gustavus Forensics wins third consecutive 
State Championship

Campus 
Safety 
Report Jessie Yongrong Tan

Staff Writer

‘Gustavus Forensics’ 
continued on page 4

Wednesday, February 26
��$�QRQ�VWXGHQW�DQG�D�*XVWDYXV�VWXGHQW�
while in Gibbs Hall were cited by the 

Saint Peter Police Department for under-

age consumption. The Gustavus student 

was cited for underage consumption and 

possession and a social host violation by 

Campus Safety. The non-student was 

issued a trespass warning by Campus 

Safety.

Thursday, February 27 
��$�3K\VLFDO�3ODQW� HPSOR\HH� UHSRUWHG�
suspicious activity at Norelius Hall.

Friday, February 28
�$�&DPSXV�6DIHW\�2FHU�UHVSRQGHG�WR�
vehicle vandalism in the Sohre parking 

lot.

�&DPSXV�6DIHW\�UHVSRQGHG�WR�D�ZHOIDUH�
check in Southwest Hall.  A student was 

transported to Rivers Edge Hospital.

�&ROOHJLDWH� )HOORZV� UHVSRQGHG� WR� DQ�
alcohol violation in North Hall involving 

two students.

Saturday, March 1
��&ROOHJLDWH�)HOORZV�UHSRUWHG�DQ�DOFRKRO�
violation in North Hall involving one 

student.

��$�VWXGHQW�ZDV�FLWHG�E\�&DPSXV�6DIHW\�
IRU�XQGHUDJH�FRQVXPSWLRQ�LQ�WKH�-RKQ-

son Student Union.

��&DPSXV�6DIHW\�FLWHG�RQH�VWXGHQW�IRU�
underage consumption in Gibbs Hall.

��2QH� VWXGHQW�ZDV� FLWHG� E\�&DPSXV�
Safety with an of age/non-drinking area 

alcohol violation, one student was cited 

for underage consumption, and one 

student was cited for a policy violation 

in Norelius Hall.

��$�VWXGHQW�ZKLOH�LQ�&ROOHJH�9LHZ�$SDUW-
ments was cited by Campus Safety for an 

of-age alcohol violation.

Sunday, March 2
�&DPSXV�6DIHW\� FLWHG�RQH� VWXGHQW� IRU�
underage consumption in Sorensen Hall.

�&DPSXV�6DIHW\� UHVSRQGHG� WR�YDQGDO-
ism of College property in Gibbs Hall.

�&DPSXV� 6DIHW\� UHVSRQGHG� WR� D� ILUH�
alarm and property damage in North 

Hall resulting from the discharge of a 

ÀUH�H[WLQJXLVKHU�
�&DPSXV�6DIHW\�UHVSRQGHG�WR�D�VXVSL-
cious activity by the Blue Light on Hello 

Walk.

Tip of the Week:
Make sure that before you put your lap-

top into its carrying bag that it is shut 

down. A notebook that has been left on 

can melt when enclosed in a notebook 

bag where there is no air circulation.

T
KH� *XVWDYXV� )RUHQVLFV� 7HDP�
won its third consecutive state 

FKDPSLRQVKLS� )HE�� ������ DW� WKH�
0LQQHVRWD� &ROOHJLDWH� )RUHQVLFV�$V-

VRFLDWLRQ� �0&)$���PDNLQJ� LW� WKH� VL[WK�
state championship the team has won 

in seven years. 

In addition to the team’s overall 

championship wins, several individual 

members contributed big wins across a 

wide range of competitive categories.    

Senior Kelsey Abele took second in the 

Individual Sweepstakes, while Senior 

6KHOE\�:LOGV�SODFHG�IRXUWK��DQG�-XQLRU�
.DULQ�1RUGLQ�SODFHG�ÀIWK�

Abele won both the Prose Interpreta-

WLRQ� DQG�3URJUDP�2UDO� ,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ�
events, placed second in Impromptu 

Speaking, took fourth place in Dramatic 

,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ��DQG�ÀQLVKHG�ÀIWK�SODFH�LQ�
Duo Interpretation teamed with sopho-

PRUH�:LOVRQ�)LHOGV�
Wilds won the Extemporaneous 

6SHDNLQJ�FDWHJRU\�DQG�ÀQLVKHG�VHFRQG�
in After Dinner Speaking. She also 

placed fourth in Informative Speaking 

and sixth in Communication Analysiss.

 Nordin won the Impromptu Speaking 

event, placed third in both Poetry and 

Interpretation and Dramatic Interpreta-

tion, and took sixth in Prose Interpreta-

WLRQ��1RUGLQ�DOVR�WHDPHG�ZLWK�)LHOGV�WR�
take fourth place in Duo Interpretation.

)RU�DOO�WRS�WHDP�UHVXOWV��SOHDVH�VHH�WKH�
box to the right.

'LUHFWRU�RI�)RUHQVLFV�.ULV�.UDFKW� UH-

gards the recent triumphs highly. 

´7KH�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�DUH�VLJQLÀFDQW�
in that our students really have commit-

ted to excellence that they want, and for 

them it’s not so much about the result 

they get. The trophy is the byproduct 

developed by hard work,” Kracht said.

Kracht attributes the success to the 

education the students received at Gus-

tavus.

“The competitive success is the by-

product of the educational process that’s 

put in place. They make our students 

better thinkers, better writers and bet-

ter researchers, [which translates into] 

better performers, better speakers,” 

Kracht said.

Being a part of Gustavus forensics 

team means excellence and commitment. 

According to Kracht, the student mem-

bers usually spend between 15 and 20 

hours every week in practice. Practices 

PD\�WDNH�PDQ\�GLͿHUHQW�IRUPV��LQFOXG-

ing peer coaching, individual research, 

revision and etc. 

Students also travel all over the United 

6WDWHV� RQ�ZHHNHQGV� WR� FRPSHWH��2Q�D�
two-day tournament, they have a very 

tight schedule. Starting at 8 a.m. and 

ÀQLVKLQJ�DW���S�P���D�WRXUQDPHQW�XVXDOO\�
has two or three preliminary rounds and 

D�ÀQDO�URXQG���
Though the competitive nature and 

long hours seem intimidating to some, 

Abele highlights the advantages of her 

experience. She notes that her tenure on 

the team has enabled her to gain skills 

she cannot find anywhere else. Like 

many members, Abele started her fo-

rensics career in high school, was drawn 

here by the solid forensics program of-

fered by Gustavus, and has found her 

Individual Sweepstakes
Kelsey Abele - 2nd 
Shelby Wilds- 4th 
Karin Nordin- 5th

Individual Championship
Brittany Knutson 

Communication Analysis & 
Informative Speaking

Kate Spaulding 
After Dinner Speaking
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‘Building Bridges’ con-
tinued from page 1

John Noltner’s “A Peace of My Mind” exhibit on display in the Folke Bernadotte Memorial Library.

Submitted

Traveling exhibit evokes big questions

Marissa Haeny

Staff Writer

Allison Hosman

¶,I�3HDFH�LV�D�SX]]OH��ZKHUH�GR�\RX�ÀQG�LW"·

S
WXGHQWV�DQG�VWDͿ�PD\�KDYH�
noticed the recent installa-

WLRQ�RI� -RKQ�1ROWQHU·V� ´$�
Peace of My Mind” exhibit in 

the Campus Center and various 

academic buildings. The exhibit, 

intended to spark dialogue 

about peace and our role in its 

creation, highlights 55 people 

from the Midwest. Gustavus is 

one of 7 sponsors for the trav-

eling exhibit, which has been 

so successful that it is booked 

through 2015. 

The exhibit is the byproduct 

of an idea that Noltner had six 

years ago. Noltner, the owner of 

his own freelance photography 

company, found himself with a 

lot of free time  when the econ-

omy took a downturn in 2008. 

During this time, he became 

frustrated with how polarized 

the dialogue was in our coun-

try and our world. “A Peace of 

My Mind” was born out of his 

desire to counter the polariza-

tion he found so pervasive, to 

explore, instead, the common 

good we all share and other’s 

ideas about peace. 

 The initial success of the 

project eventually inspired the 

creation of a book after people 

viewing the traveling exhibit 

expressed interest in taking the 

VWRULHV�KRPH�ZLWK�WKHP��)DFHG�
with challenges posed by the 

traditional publishing route, 

Noltner launched a kickstarter 

campaign and received fund-

ing from 92 people, making the 

publication possible. 

Both the traveling exhibit and 

book cover the same material, 

and Noltner is currently work-

ing on his second book, A Peace 

of My Mind: American Stories. He 

has visions of an international 

version of the project as well.

 Senior Studio Art Major and 

Peace Studies Minor Briana 

Bloom noted her appreciation of 

the traveling exhibit displayed 

around campus. She enjoyed 

how the exhibit shows the great 

range and diversity of opinions 

regarding what peace means—

even in a relatively small area 

like the Midwest. She also noted 

the accessibility of the exhibit 

presented by its very format.

“I think the traveling exhibit is 

so innovative. It can be installed 

anywhere, and more people 

can see it. It can be put in spac-

es where art isn’t commonly 

found, like here in Chapel or 

outside the Caf,” said Bloom. 

Anecdotally, Noltner said, 

people respond positively to the 

project, however, she doesn’t 

feel that the success can be 

TXDQWLÀHG�ZLWK�QXPEHUV�
 “We, as a society, like to 

quantify things and say that 

’57 percent  of the people have 

responded positively to this 

project.’ I don’t know that all 

of the good things in life can be 

TXDQWLÀHG�ZLWK�QXPEHUV�� DQG�
I’m not sure that they need to be. 

I really do believe that there is a 

hunger for this kind of conver-

sation in this polarized dialogue 

sort of world,” Noltner said.

  Noltner believes there is 

enough bad news in the world, 

EXW�DOVR�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�DPRXQW�RI�
encouragement that comes from 

hearing other’s stories when we 

may feel like we don’t have the 

VWUHQJWK� WR�PDNH�D�GLͿHUHQFH��
According to Noltner, this is the 

puzzle of peace.

 “Maybe my piece of the puz-

zle is as a messenger, to sort of 

deliver these stories of hope and 

encouragement to people who 

are trying to be on this path. 

And to say, ‘You know what, 

we can do this. All kinds of 

people are doing it. Don’t give 

up even if you get discouraged.’ 

To be able to bring that message 

to some people who maybe 

haven’t considered it before 

may be my piece. Is it going to 

change the world? Probably not. 

Is it going to change someone’s 

world? Maybe,” Noltner said.  

Noltner noted that places like 

*XVWDYXV�DUH�D�JRRG�ÀW�IRU�WKH�
exhibit to appear, because of the 

already established culture of 

the campus community.  

 “I really do believe that ‘A 

3HDFH� RI�0\�0LQG·�ÀWV� UHDOO\�
well into the Gustavus model of 

engaging the world and being of 

VHUYLFH�DQG�ÀQGLQJ�\RXU�SODFH�
out in the community where 

you can make an impact,” Nolt-

ner said.

6WXGHQWV� DQG� VWDͿ�KDYH� WZR�
more days to peruse “A Peace 

of My Mind.” The exhibit moves 

onto its next location on March 

9.

many of the people who will 

be impacted most by climate 

change are those who have had 

the least to do with creating 

WKH�SUREOHP� LQ� WKH�ÀUVW� SODFH�
and have the least resources 

for basically adapting to the 

changes that we can expect, and 

that’s a global environmental 

justice issue, and it’s something 

that is central to how we think 

about this on a global scale 

and the way that we consider 

ZKR�WKLV�ZLOO�DͿHFW�DQG�ZKR·V�
responsible for addressing it,” 

Smerdon said.

Noting that the broad scien-

WLÀF� FRPPXQLW\�KDV� UHDFKHG�D�
consensus that Earth is warm-

ing, Smerdon also stressed 

the importance that current 

students recognize the real 

presence of climate change and 

work toward sustainable goals 

for the future. 

Beginning on Monday, March 

3, through the week leading up 

to the Building Bridges Confer-

ence on Saturday, March 8, a 

series of events will serve to 

further set the stage for the main 

event, such as an Environmental 

-XVWLFH�:RUNVKRS�VSRQVRUHG�E\�
,�$P�:H�$UH��´6SHHG�)DLWKLQJ�
IRU� (QYLURQPHQWDO� -XVWLFH� LQ�
partnership with Mosaic,” a 

trivia night centered around the 

conference’s theme, and GAC’s 

Got Talent, a student variety 

show. 

With the support of faculty 

advisors, Building Bridges is 

an entirely student produced 

event, Morgan Timm, co-chair 

of the Action Piece Committee, 

said. 

The conference’s theme re-

lates to environmental issues, 

such as the Keystone XL Pipe-

line and other current environ-

mental issues within Minnesota.

� ´,W·V� GHÀQLWHO\� D� VXSHU� LP-

portant social justice topic; it’s 

something that is really perti-

nent considering all of the issues 

with climate change that are 

going on,” Timm said 

2Q�6DWXUGD\��WKH�GD\�NLFNV�RͿ�
at 9 a.m. in Christ Chapel with 

opening remarks from Build-

ing Bridges Co-Chairs Kelly 

Dumais and Mark Zorrilla. The 

social justice theater group I Am 

We Are will also perform. 

9DQ�-RQHV��WKH�NH\QRWH�VSHDN-

er, will deliver his address at 

10 a.m., followed by a Q&A 

VHVVLRQ�� -RQHV� KDV� DXWKRUHG�
several books on environmental 

and civil rights activism, and 

was named special adviser for 

the White House Council for 

Environmental Equality by the 

2EDPD�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ���
“Environmental justice is the 

idea that our economic and en-

vironmental decisions should 

not disproportionately affect 

people of lower socioeconomic 

status, and communities of 

color,” Timm said. 

“We don’t think about it, but 

when we recycle something the 

people that are dealing with 

the toxins from whatever we 

just recycled are not middle 

class Gustavus students, they 

are typically poorer, minority 

groups, so that is what the topic 

is really addressing,” she added. 

At 1 p.m., environmental 

justice advocate Alexie Torres-

)OHPLQJ�ZLOO�GHOLYHU� WKH�RWKHU�
keynote address. The afternoon 

will also feature several work-

shop sessions led by presenters 

such as Karen Clark, member of 

the Minnesota House of Repre-

VHQWDWLYHV��/HD�)RXVKHH��6KDOLQL�
Gupta, and Karen Monahan. 

Also featured will be the Earth 

Guardians, 13-year-old Xiuhtez-

catl Roske-Martinez and 9-year-

old Itzcuahtli Roske-Martinez. 

“They are pretty awesome, 

they write rap music on envi-

ronmental justice,” Timm said 

of the young duo. 

The afternoon will also in-

clude the Action Piece, which 

7LPP�VDLG�ZLOO�IRFXV�RQ�VXOÀGH�
mining in communities like 

Ely, Minnesota. It will explore 

the consequences on jobs in the 

communities’ declining econo-

mies in contrast with health 

HͿHFWV��LQHYLWDEOH�VXOÀGH�SROOX-

tion, and potential pollution of 

the Boundary Waters. 

“Either you pick the environ-

ment or you pick jobs, and ei-

ther way you’re throwing away 

an aspect of the community. 

7KDW·V�ZKDW�PDNHV�LW�VR�GLFXOW��
and that’s what makes it so great 

in illustrating that we need to 

not have to make this decision. 

We need to reframe the system 

in a way that doesn’t force us 

to choose between jobs and the 

environment,” Timm said.

Timm encouraged students 

to attend the conference, noting 

WKH�VLJQLÀFDQFH�RI�KRQRULQJ�WKH�

FROOHJH·V� SLOODU� RI� -XVWLFH� DQG�
WKH�HͿRUWV�RI�WKH�VWXGHQWV�LQ�WKH�
Gustavus community. 

“The reality is that we con-

tribute to the larger system, and 

the system needs to change,” 

Timm said.

Students receive admission to 

the events on Saturday with a 

free ticket which can be reserved 

at gustavustickets.com.

“I Am, We Are” performs at the 2013 Building Bridges Conference
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National Peace Corps Week events aim to attract Gusties
Christine Peterson

Staff Writer

Gustavus Alum Sara Scholin shares American Halloween traditions with her students in Macedonia.
Submitted

‘Gustavus Forensics’ 
continued from page 2

Peace Corps location distribution
Submitted

G
ustavus Alum Samantha 

Maranell ‘10 and Peace 

Corp Recruiter Erin Mc-

Gillivray teamed up to host an 

informational session on the 

Peace Corps for all Gusties to 

attend. It took place on Wednes-

GD\�� )HE�� ��� GXULQJ�1DWLRQDO�
Peace Corps Week in order to 

promote its mission and recruit 

more Gusties.

Since the advent of the Peace 

&RUSV�LQ�����������*XVWDYXV�VWX-

dents have volunteered. Gusta-

vus currently has six graduates 

involved in the Peace Corps. 

McGillivray described the 

purpose of the Peace Corps for 

those at the information session 

as one focused on the Corps’ 

initial focus on global unity. 

´7KH�PLVVLRQ��HYHU�VLQFH�������
when President Kennedy start-

ed it, was to promote world 

peace and friendship and is still 

the same mission now,” McGil-

livray said. 

All programs require the par-

ticipant to learn a new language 

during training for anyone over 

eighteen and a U.S. citizen. 

The commitment for the Peace 

Corps is a 27 month period. 

This begins with 10-12 weeks 

of training, followed by about 

WZR�\HDUV�RI�VHUYLFH�LQ�RYHU����
stationed areas.

McGillivray described the 

wide array of different pro-

grams and opportunities vol-

XQWHHUV�FDQ�GR�LQ�WKHVH�VSHFLÀF�
areas. 

“We have six main program 

sectors, but we’ve got over 

WZHQW\�ÀYH�SURJUDPV�RYHU� DOO�
that fall under these six umbrel-

las,” McGillivray said. 

The programs include: edu-

cation programs in English, 

Math, and Science teaching, 

agricultural programs, environ-

ment programs, business and IT 

programs. There are also health 

extension programs and then 

community and youth develop-

ment programs.

Director of Vocation and In-

tegrative Learning and Asso-

ciative Director in the Center 

for Student Leadership Chris 

-RKQVRQ� GHVFULEHV� WKH� 3HDFH�
Corp as a good way for Gusties 

WR�RYHUFRPH�GLFXOW�TXHVWLRQV�
students struggle with. 

“We find that the year of 

service or gap year experiences 

like the Peace Corps often are 

a really important way for 

people to live . . . after leaving 

here and also for opportunities 

or turn out to be opportunities 

for people to really continue to 

wrestle with or chew on those 

questions but in a experiential, 

get your hands dirty, connect 

with new cultures, new reali-

ties way outside of what you’ve 

known for four years here on the 

KLOO�µ�-RKQVRQ�VDLG��

Maranell traveled back to the 

Gustavus hill to promote the 

Peace Corps for students. She 

returned from her trip to Samoa 

two years ago and touched on 

some of the harder aspects of 

the trip. 

“You have to say goodbye to 

those people when you’re there, 

that was a huge thing. I have to 

ÀJXUH�RXW�KRZ�WR�VD\�JRRGE\H�
to these people who were my 

family and this was my home 

for two years, and then you 

get back here and readjusting 

to American culture is really 

hard,” Maranell said. 

She also elaborated on the 

PDQ\�XQPDWFKDEOH�EHQHÀWV�RI�
the trip. A participant receives 

PHGLFDO�DQG�GHQWDO�FRYHUDJH�����
days of vacation time, a living 

stipend, the experience of in-

ternational travel, student loan 

deferment, and all the personal, 

VHOI�JURZLQJ�EHQHÀWV��$OVR��WKH�
trip is completely free.

)LUVW�<HDU�.DUULQ�%HFNHU� DW-
tended the Peace Corp session 

due to her passion for the orga-

nization and her plans of being 

part of it. 

“Peace Corps offered me a 

way to start my career doing 

something I’m really passionate 

about. I think breaking down 

the language barriers that keep 

people from understanding 

each other will prevent things 

like ignorance, apathy, and 

prejudice from existing between 

GLͿHUHQW�FXOWXUHV��DQG�XOWLPDWH-

ly make for a more peaceful 

world,” Becker said.

)RU� WKRVH� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ�SUR-

moting a world of peace, contact 

Erin McGillivray at emcgril-

livray@peacecorps.gov or Sa-

mantha Maranell at smaranell@

gmail.com.

niche on the team.

“Each event teaches you a 

GLͿHUHQW� WKLQJ�� ,Q� ,QWHUSUHWD-

tion events, it’s empathy. I like 

to think of ways other people 

perceive situations and how I, as 

an individual, can better adapt 

to that. The public address event 

has taught me to make sure that 

I create a concise argument with 

YHU\�VSHFLÀF�LQIRUPDWLRQ��/LP-

ited preparation events have 

taught me to think on my feet,” 

Abele said.

Though the forensics team 

gets regular recognition na-

tionwide, Kracht commented 

that the team is less visible 

compared to sports teams on 

campus. 

“In some ways, I do think the 

speech team is one of the best-

kept secrets on campus. People 

see what we do, but they don’t 

really know or understand what 

we do, simply because we do 

travel a lot. It goes unnoticed or 

unrecognized not intentionally, 

but unintentionally,” Kracht 

said.

Abele agreed that frequent 

travel is a cause of the lack of 

YLVLELOLW\��EXW�VKH�DOVR�UHÁHFWHG�
on her own visibility as a team 

member. 

“Sometimes it’s hard for us to 

get out of our little bubble too,” 

Abele said.

She notes that the team’s prac-

tice location, Beck Room 305, 

DOVR�PDNHV�WKHP�KDUGHU�WR�ÀQG��
´2XU�KHDGTXDUWHUV�LV�NLQG�RI�

an isolated roof room in Beck. 

If people are interested and 

wondering what we do, drop 

by, say hi, and knock at the door. 

Typically, we’ll talk to you. We 

like to talk,” Abele said.

Kracht and Abele encourage 

people to attend their showcase 

in the spring. 

“I think they’ll be blown away 

by the work these students put 

in, blown away by the perfor-

mances they have crafted. It 

truly will make you change 

minds, to make you think dif-

ferently and act differently,” 

Kracht said.

the institution and the leader-

ship that we have in the cabinet 

and the faculty. So I think we 

build on that, but I am not an-

ticipating major shifts in direc-

tion, at least in the short term,” 

Bergman said.

Student Senate Co-President 

Matt Timmons expressed his 

perception of an optimistic reac-

tion felt on campus. 

“The reactions I have heard 

have been positive. I know 

that there were some concerns 

regarding the fact that she does 

not formally have a PhD.  How-

ever, I think if any person looks 

at her resume for more than 

two seconds or has a conversa-

tion with her for any period of 

time greater than two seconds 

as well, the only conclusion 

that can be drawn is that she is 

profoundly intelligent,” Tim-

mons said

%HFN�VKDUHV�7LPPRQV·�FRQÀ-

dence in Bergman’s ability to 

not only keep Gustavus run-

ning, but to improve it. 

“She is very mission-driven. 

She understands the importance 

of mission, which is true of 

Medtronic and certainly true of 

Gustavus, so I think that she will 

ZRUN�WR�H[SDQG�DQG�UHÀQH�WKH�
mission of Gustavus as we face 

the challenges that all liberal 

arts colleges face,” Beck said. 

Timmons also shares his per-

spective about what students 

hope to see within the transition 

process. 

“Honesty and transparency is 

all for which the student body 

ever asks. We are a close-knit 

group of highly thoughtful, 

critical, and invested individu-

als. We want to know what is 

going on and why. As those two 

ideals have been paramount 

in the process thus far, I ex-

pect nothing less in the weeks 

ahead,” Timmons said.

Bergman sees success in her 

term as president, as well as in 

the future of Gustavus.

 “I always hope that my lega-

cy would start with a statement 

WKDW�,�UHDOO\�PDGH�D�GLͿHUHQFH�WR�
the people and the institution, 

so that we, together, have cre-

ated a sustainable organization, 

a vibrant and vital organization, 

for students and for faculty and 

VWDͿ�WKDW�LV�PDNLQJ�D�GLͿHUHQFH�
for the people in the community 

and in the world,” Bergman 

said.

Gustavus 2013 Forensics Team member gives a speech in Alumni Hall.

2FH�RI�0DUNHWLQJ��DQG�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV
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GUSTIE of the WEEK

Growing up in Houston, 
Texas, Mark Zorrilla has 
traveled a long way to 

be a part of Gustavus, but it 
KDV�GHÀQLWHO\�EHHQ�ZRUWK� WKH�
distance from home.  Mark has 
made his two and a half years 
at Gustavus a meaningful ex-
perience for himself and those 
around him. 
+H�ÀUVW�FDPH�WR�*XVWDYXV�EH-

cause of the science programs, 
and soon found they were just 
some of this school’s many 
advantages. Involving him-
self with the Diversity Center, 
OLAS, Greek life, and Building 
Bridges, Mark has made many 
connections and relationships 
with both students and faculty. 

Assistant Director of the Di-
versity Center Laura Shilling is 
glad he’s a part of it. 

“I remember when he was 
assigned to the Diversity Center 
KLV�ÀUVW�\HDU�DW�*XVWDYXV��$OO�,�
had was a name on a piece of 
paper . . . I did not know what to 
expect. It’s like when you buy a 
$30 novel on a blind recommen-
dation and say to yourself, ‘This 
better be a good book!’ Then 

\RX�ÀQLVK� WKH�ERRN� DQG� VLJK��
‘Wow, that was a good book,’” 
Shilling said.

One of Mark’s main priorities 
is his friends. 

“I try to hang out with friends 
at all times,” Mark said. 

Being an active participant 
in activities on campus has al-
lowed him to meet some of his 
best friends.

He became part of the Build-
ing Bridges community after 
being convinced by a friend at 
WKH� ,QYROYHPHQW� )DLU� KLV� ÀUVW�
year.  The idea behind the orga-
nization intrigued him with the 
QHZ�SHUVSHFWLYH�LW�RͿHUHG���

“It is solely a student-led 
program where they focus on 
human rights,” Mark said.

These forty students, along 
with two faculty advisors, put 
on a conference each year in or-
der to bring attention to a social 
justice issue.  

As one of the co-chairs of this 
year’s upcoming conference, he 
has a lot to be accountable for.  

“It’s a really big responsibility, 
but it’s something that I love,” 
said Mark.  

 This year’s conference fo-
cuses on environmental justice. 
Its main goal is to broaden the 
too-common narrative of envi-
ronmentalism by involving only 
VFLHQWLÀF�FRQFHUQV�WR�HPSKDVL]H�
the human costs of our environ-
mental choices, and to educate 
Gusties and community mem-
bers about this topic and give 
them resources to do something 
about what they learned.

Senior Kelly Dumais, who is 

the other co-chair for this con-
ference, as well as one of Mark’s 
best friends, has nothing but 
praise for him. 

“Mark is one of the friendli-
est people that I know. He is 
always saying hello to people, 
JLYLQJ�KXJV�DQG�KLJK�ÀYHV��+H�
is also incredibly passionate 
about the work that he does on 
this campus; whether that is the 
work we do in Building Bridges 
or helping people with their 
math homework in the Diver-
sity center. Mark is a giver; he 
helps people wherever he goes,” 
Dumais said.  

Being a part of the Gustavus 
community has had a huge im-
pact on him. 

“The people I surround my-
self with have taught me about 
GLͿHUHQW�VRFLDO� MXVWLFH�DQG�KX-
man rights issues,” Mark said.
7KH� FXOWXUDO� GLͿHUHQFHV� EH-

tween them have played a major 
part in that. 

Mark believes that being a 
Gustie means helping the com-
munity.

“It is vital that we all support 
each other.  If you have support, 
then everything is simple,” 
Mark said. 

As for the future, he originally 
thought he would head to medi-
cal school right after graduation. 
However, now he plans to take 
WZR�\HDUV�RͿ��JR�EDFN�WR�7H[DV��
and help out in his own com-
munity.  Now that he has had 
the chance to understand issues 
dealing with human rights, he 
can’t wait to play a part in help-
ing to better his hometown.   

Ellyn Sheehy
Staff Writer

Allison Hosman

Allison Hosman Allison Hosman

After graduation, Mark plans to go back to his hometown to help out his 
community before entering medical school. 

0DUN�KDV�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�WKH�'LYHUVLW\�&HQWHU�VLQFH�KLV�ÀUVW�\HDU�DW�*XVWDYXV��+H�VSHQGV�D�SRUWLRQ�RI�KLV�WLPH�WKHUH�
helping fellow students with math homework.

Mark is currently working with Building Bridges to educate the area on 
issues of environmentalism. 

“Mark is a giver; he 
helps people wherever 

he goes.”
—Kelly Dumais



arts & entertainmentPage 6 T!" G#$%&'(&) W""*+,• Friday, March 7, 2014

Considered to be the great-
est living animation direc-
tor, Hayao Miyazaki has 

made some of the best Japanese 
DQG�DQLPDWHG�ÀOPV�RI�DOO�WLPH��
Films like My Neighbor Totoro, 
Princess Monoke, and Spirited 
Away can be found among many 
critics and audiences favorite 
ÀOPV�� 6L[�ÀOPV� FUHDWHG�E\�KLV�
studio can be found on IMDB’s 
7RS�����ÀOPV�OLVW��ZLWK�Spirited 
Away (2002) being the highest 
UDWHG�DQLPDWHG�ÀOP�RQ�WKH�OLVW��
Last week saw Miyazaki’s latest 
DQG� ODVW�ÀOP� UHDFK� WKH� 6WDWHV��
The Wind Rises. Shortly after its 
release in Japan, Miyazaki held 
a conference announcing his 
retirement from creating and 
GLUHFWLQJ�IHDWXUH�OHQJWK�ÀOPV��

Back in September, at the age 
of 73, Miyazaki made his case 
for retiring. Claiming to be un-
able to work 12-14 hour work 
shifts, the job of animating, 
directing, and writing his own 
films was too strenuous and 
stressful. 

“I know I’ve said I would 
retire many times in the past. 
Many of you must think, `Once 
again.’ But this time I am quite 
serious,” he said. 

Miyazaki plans to continue 
overlooking the studio but is 
officially done with making 
IHDWXUH�ÀOPV��,QVWHDG��KH�LV�QRZ�
free to explore other things like 
becoming more involved with 
the Ghibli Museum revolves 
around his work and contribu-
tions. 

Miyazaki, at a very young age 
carried an interest in animation. 
Fresh out of college in 1963, Mi-
yazaki joined Toei Animation.
Going through the ranks in the 
studio and switching work-
places throughout the years, 
Miyazaki got the opportunity 
WR�GLUHFW�KLV�ÀUVW�IXOO�OHQJWK�ÀOP�
in 1979. Based on the popular 
Lupin III series, The Castle of Ca-
gliostro was an instant success. 
His next film Nausicaä of the 
Valley of the Wind (1984) based 
on his own manga series, led to 
his work as a director and ani-
mator becoming renowned for 
KLV�HͿRUW�DQG�JUHDWQHVV�

In June 1985, Miyazaki and 
partners formed the animation 
company, Studio Ghibli. After 
the releases of Kiki’s Delivery 
Service (1989) and Porco Rosso 
(1992), Ghibli released Princess 
Monoke (1997). Becoming the 
bestselling movie at the time 
within Japan, it went on to win 
the Japan Academy Prize for 
Best Picture. Ghibli reached 
even higher heights with the 
release of Spirited Away (2002), 
breaking the records of their 
SUHYLRXV�ÀOP�� LW� EHFDPH� WKHLU�

bestselling movie. Critically 
acclaimed and considered one 
RI� WKH�EHVW�ÀOPV�RI� WKH� ����V��
it won Best Animated Feature 
at the Academy Awards. Their 
QH[W� WZR�ÀOPV��+RZO·V�0RYLQJ�
Castle (2004) and Ponyo (2008) 
carried the same amount of suc-
cess and acclaim. 

Many similar themes and 
tropes can be found amongst 
0L\D]DNL·V�ÀOPV�WKDW�KHOS�UHS-
resent his innovation and dif-
ference in the industry. More 
surprisingly, one common thing 
IRXQG�DPRQJVW�KLV�ÀOPV�LV�WKH�
fact that they don’t carry true 
villains. The menacing char-
acters that are featured have 
redeeming qualities and are 
often found on the heroes’ side 
E\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ÀOP��0L\D]DNL�
prefers to show a positive aspect 
of the worlds he creates by hav-
ing good and evil coexist with-
RXW�EHLQJ�FOHDUO\�GLͿHUHQWLDWHG��

Seeing the present as a com-
plex time, he goes beyond 
many of the stereotypes found 
in children’s films to explore 
other themes that are also un-
common in this medium. Often 
emphasizing environmentalism 
WKURXJKRXW�KLV�ÀOPV��DV�DQ�DW-
tempt to “improve the vision 
of the world for children.”  
Supporting the environment 
and world peace, these mov-
ies feature anti-war themes, as 
Miyazaki shows the brutality 
and suffering caused by war 
with detail. 

Most prominently found 
ZLWKLQ�DOO�RI�KLV�ÀOPV�DUH�VWURQJ�
female protagonists who go 
against the gender roles that are 
IRXQG�LQ�DQLPDWLRQ�DQG�ÀFWLRQ�

Many of Miyazaki’s works 
deal with children. Showing 
the imaginative and explorative 
side of children, Miyazaki aims 
to give them an understanding 
of the world, in an era where the 
current generation has a lack of 
contact with nature.

Preserving his legacy, the 
Ghibli Museum, built in 2001, 
carries and showcases his Stu-
dio’s work dedicated to the art 
and technique of animation. 
Upon announcing the lifetime 
achievement award for Mi-

yazaki in 2005, as director of 
the Venice Film Festival, Marco 
Mueller spoke of Miyazaki’s 
innovation.  

“Miyazaki’s extraordinary 
vision unites romanticism and 
humanism. The sense of wonder 
WKDW�KLV�ÀOPV�WUDQVPLW�UHDZDN-
ens the sleeping beauty in all of 
us,” Mueller said. 

Miyazaki’s career as we know 
it has come to an end but his 
studio and legacy will continue 
to inspire children and adults, 
alike. 

Animation director Hayao Miyazaki to retire

Dan Vruno
Staff Writer

Catching Fire turns up the heat

Brady Lass
Staff Writer

With the +DUU\� 3RWWHU 
and Twilight ÀOP�VHULHV�
finished, 7KH�+XQJHU�

*DPHV is now bringing in the 
audiences for the young adult 
OLWHUDWXUH�JHQUH���7KH�ÀUVW�+XQ-
JHU�*DPHV movie did a good job 
setting up the characters and 
story for the inevitable sequels, 
though it was not without its 
criticisms, ranging from com-
parisons to other dystopian 
stories to the shaky camera.

Some were worried about how 
the adaptation of the second in-
stallment would go, especially 
since they changed directors.  
While Seabiscuit’s Gary Ross 
directed the first movie, I am 
Legend’s Francis Lawrence takes 

his shot in not only this, but the 
upcoming two-part Mockingjay 
ÀQDOH��DQRWKHU�ERRN�DGDSWDWLRQ�
divided into two parts, thanks 
+DUU\�3RWWHU).  Does Catching Fire 
turn up the heat, or should this 
series burn out?

I would like to note that I did 
not read the books. I will be 
judging the movie by what it 
presents without comparing it 
to the source material.  

Months after winning the 
Hunger Games, Katniss and 
Peeta are forced to go on the Vic-
tory Tour and deliver speeches 
to all the districts to prevent 
further rebellion. Katniss has 
been viewed as a symbol by the 
districts to overthrow the Capi-
tol. Unfortunately, it doesn’t 
go so well and security starts 
taking drastic measures around 
District 12.  Katniss keeps hav-
ing nightmares about the previ-
ous Hunger Games she made 
it out of, and unfortunately it 
doesn’t help when President 
Snow announced that the 75th 
Annual Hunger Games is a 
Quarter Quell, meaning that the 
only tributes that can be selected 
are victors from the previous 
games.  Now Katniss and Peeta 
must make new allies in the 
games as they try to remember 
who the real enemy is.

This time around, they did a 

better job exploring the themes 
of the oppressed society in a 
XWRSLD��7KH�ÀUVW�RQH� IHOW�PRUH�
like an introduction to these 
elements, and they feel more 
ÁHVKHG�RXW�KHUH��.DWQLVV�LV�XQ-
der even more pressure than she 
ZDV�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�ÀOP���ZKHUH�DOO�
she had to do was survive.  In 
this movie, not only does she 
have to survive, but she has 
to deal with the traumatizing 
emotions she received from the 
ÀUVW�JDPHV�ZKLOH� UHPDLQLQJ�D�
symbol of hope for the districts 
and trying not to show her 
rebellious side so the Capitol 
won’t kill her loved ones.  

For those worried about the 
ORYH�WULDQJOH�IURP�WKH�ÀUVW�ÀOP��
it’s less than abundant here.  
Katniss and Peeta are complete-
ly aware that they aren’t lovers 
but have to pretend in order to 
prevent further rebellion and 
deaths in the districts. Gale 
plays a more prominent role 
WKDQ�WKH�ÀUVW�RQH��EXW�WKDQNIXOO\�
his jealousy is quickly glanced 
over. Even Katniss’ sister has 
grown braver after seeing her 
VLVWHU·V� VDFULÀFH�� DQG� LW·V� MXVW�
great to see characters like these 
develop.

The main criticism comes in 
the form of the plot’s organi-
]DWLRQ�� � 7KH�ÀUVW� ÀOP� VWDUWHG�
by exploring the dystopian 

elements of the district, the an-
nouncement of the tributes for 
the Hunger Games, training, 
and then the Game itself. Here, 
it’s almost the exact same orga-
QL]DWLRQ���$�FULWLFLVP�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�
one is how long it took to get 
to the games.  It’s even longer 
here, so those interested in see-
LQJ�DV�PXFK�DFWLRQ�DV�WKH�ÀUVW�
one might be disappointed. I 
did like seeing more of the story 
telling aspects, but it was dis-
appointing to not see as much 
action during the games. 

Jennifer Lawrence does a 
great job as Katniss; she had 
a lot more to work with, and 
she brought it. The other actors 
also do great with their roles 
H[SDQGHG� IURP� WKH�ÀUVW� ÀOP��
and Woody Harrelson contin-
ues to be my favorite character 
as Haymitch. The two notable 
additions in this installment 
DUH�6DP�&ODÀQ�DV�)LQQLFN�DQG�
WKH�ODWH�3KLOOLS�6H\PRXU�+RͿ-
man as the new Gamemaker, 
Plutarch. They do a great job in 
their roles and add more unpre-
dictability to the situations re-
garding who Katniss can trust.

While the games themselves 
aren’t as much of a highlight 
DV�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�ÀOP��WKH\�RͿHU�D�
wide variety of interesting traps 
set up in an elaborate way.  It 
keeps the audience guessing 

on what’s going to happen or 
how the tributes are going to 
solve certain issues.  While the 
deaths may be fewer than the 
original, the deaths do leave an 
impression on the audience. It 
felt more like the course was 
trying to kill the tributes than 
the tributes killing themselves, 
a possible foreshadowing, per-
haps?
7KH�+XQJHU�*DPHV��&DWFKLQJ�

Fire is a great sequel, it makes 
the first film look just okay 
in comparison. The character 
development, dystopian explo-
ration, and elaborate game set 
up make it very entertaining, 
and I have to give credit to the 
new director for avoiding the 
problems that plagued the origi-
nal. It might displease some 
audiences with the same plot 
VWUXFWXUH�DV�WKH�ÀUVW�DQG�KRZ�LW�
drags in some areas more than 
others, but Catching Fire serves 
as a good sequel to the original 
and a big setup for the two part 
ÀQDOH���%\�WKH�ZD\��KRZ�LV�3UHVL-
dent Snow’s “They’re holding 
hands. I want them dead” not 
a meme?

Creative Commons
$IWHU� D� OLIHWLPH� GHGLFDWHG� WR� DQLPDWLRQ��+D\DR�0L\D]DNL� DQQRXQFHG� KLV�
retirement. 
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Tales from Abroad: Malaysia

Clara Wicklund
Staff Writer

Last year, Minnesota Pub-
lic Radio News launched 
a new series called “Art 

Heroes,” stories about some of 
Minnesota’s most exceptional 
artists, who not only exhibit 
incredible talent, but are recog-
QL]HG�DV�LQÁXHQWLDO�FRPPXQLW\�
leaders. These artists have made 
it their life goal to give back to 
their community. Their art ad-
dresses social issues, and brings 
people together in creativity 
to transform their community. 
Through art, these artists are 
making the world a better place.

Sandy Spieler of In the Heart 
of the Beast Puppet and Mask 
Theatre was just one of these 
many artists to be featured on 
the program. In the Heart of the 
Beast Puppet and Mask Theatre 
began in 1973 in the basement 
of the Walker Church in Minne-
apolis’ Powderhorn neighbor-
hood. At the time, it was known 
as the Powderhorn Puppet The-
atre. Founded by Ray St. Louis 
and David O’Fallon, the theatre 
sought to create change, ”the 
way a monk might — through 
witness and hope and a kind of 
disciplined simple prayer, or 

practice,” O’Fallon wrote in the 
Twin Cities Daily Planet, and 
as Spieler stated, “— to look 
more at what it is that binds us 
together in a visual language, 
brings us into dialogue.” Spieler 
became the artistic director in 
1977, and helped to transform 
the theatre into what it is today. 

In the Heat of the Beast Pup-
pet and Mask Theatre not only 
performs shows, but involves 
the community also. Each year, 
they produce a season of origi-
nal plays and tour productions 
premiering in and around Min-
nesota, as well as teach pup-
petry through workshops to 
youth, students and teachers. 

Spieler was one of the four 
founders to intertwine the the-
atre into the community. Now 
the theatre is a new thriving 
neighborhood center, which 
O’Fallon said on “Art Heroes,” 
is the result of Spieler’s com-
mitment to staying rooted in 
Powderhorn for four decades. 
Over the years, she has pulled 
together the diverse neighbor-
hood of Powderhorn in South 
Minneapolis through puppetry 
to raise awareness of both en-
vironmental and social issues, 
and to create a community of 
people to do good in the world. 
Spieler found that all types of 
people are brought together by 
performance. 
6SLHOHU·V�PRVW�VLJQLÀFDQW�FRQ-

tribution is In the Heart of the 
Beast’s May Day Parade, which 
is an annual event that draws 
tens of thousands of people to 
Powderhorn Park, Minneapo-
lis. “Everything inside me just 
vibrated,” she recalled in the 

“Art Heroes” interview. “And I 
went, ‘Oh, this is what I want to 
do.’ I think, because it brought 
together a way of telling stories 
and images that was visual, 
that was movement, that was 
musical and that brought people 
together.”

The May Day Parade is a 
vibrant festival of puppets, 
masks, food vendors, world 
music, activist booths, and 
peaceful people. Although the 
parade symbolizes the coming 
of warmer months, it also ad-
dresses contemporary issues, 
concerns, and visions for a bet-
ter world. Last year’s parade 
theme was “See the World,” 
which emphasized the issues 
of pollution, war, and death. 
twenty foot tall puppets cov-
ered in black, towering over the 
crowd with long, dreary faces 

proceeded solemnly down the 
street. Following the ominous 
ÀJXUHV� FDPH�D�ÁRXULVK�RI� FRO-
RUIXO�SHRSOH�GUHVVHG�DV�ÁRZHUV�
and plants, smiling and dancing 
in circles, symbolizing a new 
future. 

In preparation for May Day, 
the “In the Heart of the Beast” 
theatre floor is cleared, and 
replaced with tables covered in 
cardboard, wire, feathers, paper 
mache, paint, beads, wood, 
and all sorts of other odds and 
ends. Volunteer community 
PHPEHUV� ÀOH� LQ� DQG� EHJLQ� WR�
create. Together and under the 
direction of Spieler, they work 
to construct incredible pieces 
of art.  “You just say, ‘Welcome, 
please come!’ It’s an open door. 
And I think it grows,” Spieler 
said in the “Art Heroes” inter-
view. “One person comes and 

tells another person.” Spieler 
has found how to organize 
hundreds of people in creativ-
ity and teamwork, and has 
brought them together to raise 
awareness of issues people are 
passionate about. 

Spieler has been an inspira-
WLRQDO�ÀJXUH� WR� WKRXVDQGV� IRU�
over forty years, and she con-
tinues to work her talent into 
the unity of the Powderhorn 
community and beyond. 

“As thousands look on and 
cheer, Spieler and her fellow 
SXSSHWHHUV�HQDFW�WKH�ÀQDO�PR-
ments of the May Day ritual,” 
MPR’s “Art Heroes” interview 
said “Paddlers row a large sun 
sculpture across the lake to the 
shore, ushering in the beginning 
of spring. For a moment, the 
people and the planet seem to 
move as one.” 

“Art Heroes” celebrates Minnesotan artists

Joey Wiley
Guest Writer

What is diversity? It 
is a question I have 
played through my 

mind countless times. While 
my family upbringing and Gus-
tavus have fostered a positive 
environment for diversity, the 
notion of what diversity means 
to me was turned on its head 
Feb. 14. 

Upon stepping foot in Pen-
ang, Malaysia, I noticed imme-
diately that my skin set me aside 
from the Malaysians. What is 
this feeling? As I proceeded 
to walk from the caravan onto 
the Universiti Sains Malaysia 
(USM) campus, it hit me. With 
every turned head, whisper, and 

pointing gesture from Malay-
sians, it hit me like a brick wall. 
)RU� WKH�ÀUVW� WLPH� LQ�P\� OLIH�� ,�
was the minority. Only now did 
I begin to see how ignorant my 
notion of diversity was. 

The reason I chose to study in 
Malaysia was simple. I wanted 
to be uncomfortable. I wanted 
to be placed in a culture I knew 
little or nothing about, so that 
I could make the most of it. 
While arriving with the base 
knowledge to get by in Malay-
sia, I could never have prepared 
myself for the level of diversity 
that enveloped me.

At Gustavus, I can walk any-
where on campus in less than 
twenty minutes. Here, there 
are a multitude of transit sys-
tems that I had to learn to as-
sure that I did not arrive late 

to lecture. While I knew that 
USM had a much larger stu-
dent population, the thing that 
struck me was who made up 
the population. On a typical 
day at Gustavus, I would walk 
to class and perhaps see a few 
African American students or 
students from other countries 
pass by.  Students from all over 
the world come to USM. They 
study, laugh, and learn side 
by side without the faintest 
thought of just how diverse they 
are. Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Christians, and Muslims side 
by side in the classroom, buses, 
sidewalks, and canteens. This, 
alongside many other factors, is 
what I believe to be true diver-
sity. It is embedded in the bricks 
laid in the streets, in the people 
I talk to, and in the food I eat. 

 When I chose this program, 
I never imagined I could be so 
welcomed by the culture and 
people. I have been so over-
whelmed by the warm hearts, 
RSHQV�KDQGV�� DQG� WKH�ÁDW�RXW�
kindness all Malaysians have 

presented to me. Not only does 
this humble me, but it has made 
me reevaluate what I know 
about diversity and culture. 

Before beginning this Malay-
sian experience, I 
had only learned 
from textbooks 
and organiztions 
on campus what 
I thought was di-
versity. This pro-
gram and the people 
I am experiencing it 
with have shown me 
what I believe to be a richer 
meaning of diversity. This 
trip has opened my eyes. I 
do not think I have solved 
the world’s problems or 
have found the solution 
to world peace, but rather 
have begun to enrich my 
own understanding of the di-
versity in a larger scope and in 
multiple facets. 

What I am experiencing in the 
ÀUVW�WZR�ZHHNV�KDV�PDGH�PH�IDOO�
LQ�ORYH�ZLWK�GLYHUVLW\�DV�GHÀQHG�
by Malaysians. I have never 
felt more uncomfortable, wel-
comed, out of place, and loved 
than I do in Penang, Malaysia. 

To the Gusties back home, 
there are a few things I’d like 
to stress. Take opportunities. 
Acknowledge that while you 

may feel uncomfortable, the 
rewards can be life changing 
and life-long.  

Through the Gustavus Se-
mester in Malaysia: Living 
Diversity program, I have been 
DEOH�WR�VWDUW�DQG�ÀQG�P\VHOI�LQ�
the craziness that is life. There 
have been many laughs over 
WKLQJV�OLNH�VWUXJJOLQJ�WR�ÀJ-

ure out which w a y 
to face on the 

t o i l e t s . 

A l o n g 
w i t h 

l a u g h s ,  I 
have  expe-

rienced more 
mature emotional and personal 
connections with Gusties than 
I ever have before.  Coming to 
Malaysia has enriched my life 
in ways that words cannot do 
justice. It has, and continues to 
be, an experience of a lifetime. 
This is more than just a semes-
ter abroad, it is beginning to 
be a monumental moment in 
my life. I now have a more 
complete picture of diversity, 
culture around the world, and 
more importantly myself.

Global stories, experiences, and life 
lessons as told by Gusties studying 

abroad.

Tales from Abroad is an ongoing section in which 
Gustavus students share the highlights of their study 

abroad experiences. 

Creative Commons
The May Day Parade in Minneapolis attracts thousands of people with art, performance, and a vision for a better future. 
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THE EVOLUTION OF Building
Topic Objectives 

            Through

                  the

                     Years  

Junior Mark Zorrilla takes in a deep breath as Senior 
Kelly Dumais giggles uncomfortably. Both share a 
knowing glance as they think about their nervous-

ness for the opening of the 19th Annual Building Bridges 
conference.

“This whole year we’ve been running around with our 
KHDGV�FXW�RͿ��EXW�QRZ�ZH�JHW�WR�HQMR\�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�DQG�
OHDUQ�PRUH� DERXW�RXU�SDVVLRQ�� HQYLURQPHQWDO� MXVWLFH�µ�
Zorrilla said. 
� 7RGD\�� WKH� FRQIHUHQFH� WKDW�&R�&KDLUV�=RUULOOD� DQG�

'XPDLV�KDYH�SUHSDUHG��DORQJVLGH�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�%XLOGLQJ�
%ULGJHV�FRPPLWWHH��LV�FRQVLGHUHG�D�VLJQDWXUH�HYHQW�DW�*XV-
WDYXV��+RZHYHU��LQ�WKH�SDVW��LW�GLGQ·W�KROG�WKH�VDPH�WLWOH�
´7ZHQW\�\HDUV�DJR��WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�ZDV�YHU\�VPDOO��:H�

GLG�RXU�RZQ�SXEOLFLW\��KDG�IHZHU�VSHDNHUV��DQG�WRGD\�ZH�
KDYH�SURIHVVLRQDO�SXEOLFLW\�ZLWK�PXOWLSOH�KLJK�SURÀOH�
speakers so the reach of Building Bridges is expanding ex-
SRQHQWLDOO\�µ�6HQLRU�6WXGHQW�$GYLVRU�%HFFD�(DVWZRRG�VDLG��
6LQFH�%XLOGLQJ�%ULGJHV�ZDV�VWDUWHG�WZHQW\�\HDUV�DJR��LW�

has continually improved its status. The conferences have 
IRFXVHG�RQ�LVVXHV�VXFK�DV�KXPDQ�WUDFNLQJ��LPPLJUDWLRQ��
HGXFDWLRQDO�LQHTXDOLW\��DQG�JHQRFLGH�DZDUHQHVV��DQG�KDYH�
VORZO\��ZLWK� WKH�KHOS�RI� IXQGLQJ��EURXJKW�ZHOO�NQRZQ�
VSHDNHUV��VXFK�DV�Freedom Writers·�(ULQ�*UXZHOO�DQG�3DXO�
Rusesabagina of Hotel Rwanda�IDPH��WR�FDPSXV��

“I think a big thing is more money has been invested in 
LW�RYHU�WLPH��DQG�DQ\�WLPH�WKHUH·V�PRUH�PRQH\�\RX·UH�DEOH�
WR�JHW�PRUH�ZHOO�NQRZQ�VSHDNHUV�DQG�SXEOLFL]H�PRUH��(DFK�
of those things combined with the work and dedication 
RI�9LUJLO� -RQHV��ZKR�ZRUNHG�H[WHQVLYHO\�ZLWK�%XLOGLQJ�
%ULGJHV�LQ�WKH�SDVW��DQG�WKH�VWXGHQWV�PDGH�LW�SRVVLEOH�IRU�
WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�WR�EHFRPH�ELJJHU�DQG�PRUH�LQÁXHQWLDO�µ�
)RUPHU�$GYLVRU�0DULH�:DONHU�VDLG��
,Q�������WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�ZDV�KRQRUHG�DV�WKH�UHFLSLHQW�RI�

WKH�0LQQHVRWD�&ROOHJH�3URIHVVLRQDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ·V�9RLFH�RI�
,QFOXVLRQ�$ZDUG��ZKLFK�UHFRJQL]HV�LQLWLDWLYHV�RU�LQGLYLGX-

als who serve Minnesota higher education by creating 
H[HPSODU\�HQYLURQPHQWV�RI�LQFOXVLRQ�IRU�VWXGHQWV��HP-
SOR\HHV��DQG�RU�LQVWLWXWLRQV���
´,W·V�ZRQGHUIXO�WR�VHH�KRZ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��DV�ZHOO�DV�

WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ�KDV�JUDVSHG�DQG�DEVRUEHG�LW�LQWR�WKH�MXV-
WLFH�SLOODU�RI�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ��)LYH�\HDUV�DJR��LW�ZDV�MXVW�D�
conference and now the funding has changed to be more 
SHUPDQHQW�µ�=RUULOOD�VDLG��
7KLV�\HDU�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�FHQWHUV�RQ�HQYLURQPHQWDO�MXV-

WLFH��6RFLDO�MXVWLFH�KDV�EHHQ�DW�WKH�FRUH�RI�%XLOGLQJ�%ULGJHV�
VLQFH�LW�ZDV�VWDUWHG��VR�VRPH�VWXGHQWV�SURWHVW�WKH�WRSLF�DV�
QRW�UHDFKLQJ�WKH�XVXDO�VWDQGDUG��+RZHYHU��WKRVH�ZKR·YH�
been studying the topic insist otherwise. 
´(QYLURQPHQWDO�MXVWLFH�UHDOO\�H[LVWV�DW�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQ�

RI�D�WRQ�RI�RWKHU�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH�LVVXHV��,�WKLQN�WKH�NH\QRWH�
speakers as well as the conference itself will do a great 
MRE�DW�H[SODLQLQJ�ZK\�WKLV�LVVXH�GRHVQ·W�VWUD\�IURP�WKH�
FRUH�RI�RXU�PLVVLRQ�DW�DOO�µ�'XPDLV�VDLG��

Most who’ve studied the topic have become impas-
VLRQHG�DERXW�HQYLURQPHQWDO�LQMXVWLFH�DV�D�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�
YLRODWLRQ��6RPH��OLNH�=RUULOOD��KDYH�HYHQ�GHFLGHG�WR�WDNH�
action and make changes already. 
´,W·V�FUD]\�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�EHIRUH��,�VDZ�P\VHOI�ÀQLVKLQJ�

VFKRRO�DQG�PD\EH�JRLQJ�EDFN�WR�+RXVWRQ��7H[DV��WKH�SHWUR�
FKHPLFDO�KXE�RI�WKH�QDWLRQ��ZRUNLQJ�IRU�DQ�RLO�FRPSDQ\�
DQG�QRZ�,�VD\��¶KHOO�QR·��,�ZDQW�WR�JR�LQWR�JUHHQ�HQHUJ\��,W�
UHDOO\�FKDQJHV�\RXU�OLIH�µ�=RUULOOD�VDLG��

Feelings like this solidify the growing impact and 
support that the Building Bridges conference has and 
FRQWLQXHV�WR�GHYHORS�ZLWKLQ�WKH�*XVWDYXV�FRPPXQLW\��
´,�WKLQN�WKDW�WKLV�FRQIHUHQFH�ÀOOV�VXFK�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�

on this campus that I am always really proud to see how 
much and in what ways it’s grown and I love watching 
students who are not even on the committee get really 
H[FLWHG�DERXW�WKH�LVVXHV�SUHVHQWHG�µ�(DVWZRRG�VDLG��

Building Bridges continues to grow 
Jaurdyn Gilliss
Features Editor 

Surviving the Land 
of Opportunity 

Building Bridges focused on the two sides of 
immigration– the struggles immigrants face 
and the strength required to survive these 
struggles every day. After beginning to learn 
about immigration, the committee wondered, 
“What can we do to support immigrants and 
spread awareness about this issue?”

2011
I’m Not for Sale:
Slavery Past and Present 

Building Bridges placed a spot-
light on slavery and empha-
sized what students can do to 
help. In particular, they dis-
cussed the effects of the slave 
trade from a historical perspec-
tive leading up to modern-day 
slavery.

2012
=VZM[WT^ML�+WVÆQK\"�
Remember our 
Forgotten History 

Building Bridges discussed American 
Indian history and culture. In particu-
lar, they discussed the impact of coloni-
zation on American Indians, past and 
present. They provided workshops that 
remembered the history and celebrated 
American Indian culture.

2013
;MV\MVKML�.WZ�4QNM"�
Confronting the Calamity 
WN�5I[[�1VKIZKMZI\QWV

Bulding Bridges focused on 
the injustice of America’s 
prison system.

2014
Demanding
 Environmental 
2][\QKM

Building Bridges will discuss the 
intersections of race, class, iden-
tity, and the environment. They 
are working to change the narra-
tive of environmentalism which 
IZM� VW\� R][\� [KQMV\QÅK� KWVKMZV[��
but human rights violations.

Bridges Event Schedule 

10 a.m. 

11 a.m. 

12 p.m. 
 1 p.m.

8 a.m. 

9 a.m. 

2 p.m.
3 p.m.

4 p.m. 

5 p.m.  

Opening remarks by co-chairs, I Am We Are performance/ Christ Chapel 

Registration 

Van Jones keynote address/ Christ Chapel 

Lunch Break 

Alexie Torres-Fleming keynote address/ Alumni Hall 

Q & A with keynote speakers, Workshop session 

Workshop session 

Workshop session and action piece 

Workshop session and action piece 

Action piece 

&ODUN�.DPSIH

&ODUN�.DPSIH

3KRWRV�6XEPLWWHG�

The photos feature the 2012 Building Bridges 

Conference, which centered on American Indi-

an history and culture. Speakers discussed the 

impact of colonization on American Indians, 

past and present. This year, the conference cen-

ters on environmental justice. The discussion 

will highlight the intersections of race, class, 

identity, and the environment. 

Jones, who will deliver the morning keynote address at 10 a.m. in Christ 
Chapel, is the author of two New York Times best sellers and personifies 
environmental justice through both environmental and civil rights activism. 
His first book, The Green Collar Economy, was hailed as the definitive 
book on green jobs. His second and latest book titled, Rebuild the Dream, 
is a reflection on his time as Special Adviser for the White House Council 
for Environmental Quality under the Obama administration. Jones is also 
the founder of Green for All, a national organization working to provide 
green jobs to disadvantaged communities, and the co-founder of the Ella 
Baker Center for Human Rights and Color of Change. He was named one 
of Time magazine’s “100 Most Influential People in the World” in 2009.

Keynote Speakers 

Torres-Fleming, who will give the af-
ternoon keynote address at 12 p.m. 
in Alumni Hall, is a visionary envi-
ronmental justice activist from the 
Bronx who strives to help communi-
ties understand their own power. In 
1994, Torres-Fleming founded Youth 
Ministries for Peace and Justice with 
the mission to rebuild the Bronx River 
neighborhoods of the South Bronx by 
preparing young people to become 
voices for peace and justice. She has 
received numerous awards for her 
work including the 2008 Rockefeller 
Foundation’s Jane Jacobs Medal for 
New Ideas and Activism.
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Finding purpose and happiness

Colin Rieke

Opinion Columnist

As time goes by, you be-
come more and more 
comfortable with your 

daily routines. Wake up. Break-
fast. Class. Chapel. Class. 
Lunch. Class. Nap. Practice. 
Supper. Homework. Bed.

Whether we like it or not, it’s 
easy to become content with 
our routines. Going through 
the motions becomes a regular 
habit as we do the same things 
over and over again. It’s almost 
as if we live according to a pre-
made schedule that says, “This 
is what you are going to do.” We 
live according to this schedule 
simply because it’s what we’re 
supposed to do. Things need 
to be done. The question is, are 
you following that schedule 
because you should? Or are you 
following it because you want 
to? Better yet, are you following 
someone else’s schedule, or are 
you creating your own?

This type of thinking has to do 
with living a purposeful life and 
living happily. In my last article 
the main theme was about being 

happy by following your heart. 
Pretty simple right? The truth 
is happiness and living a life of 
purpose are complicated, and 
quite frankly, can be tough to 
do. But if there is ever a time to 
VWDUW� WKLQNLQJ�DERXW� WKLV� VWXͿ��
it’s now.

What better place to discover 
how you can begin to live a pur-
poseful life than in the peaceful 
setting of a liberal arts college 
like Gustavus? Being a Gustie 
is a unique opportunity in the 
sense that instead of being only 
a student of your school, you 
can also be a student of your 
life. There is no excuse for us 
not to take advantage of our 
environment and our current 
resources to begin making a 
FRQFHUWHG�HͿRUW�WRZDUGV�ÀQGLQJ�
a deeper purpose. Are you go-
ing to choose a life that follows 
how society thinks you should 
live? Or are you going to begin 
carving out your own unique 
path driven by a search for hap-
piness? In other words, are you 
going to exist, or are you going 
to live?

According to author and 
social scientist Arthur Brooks, 
many young adults searching 
for happiness eventually end up 
hitting the brick wall as middle 
age draws nearer. These people 
focus on the wrong things. Our 
culture tells us to hit the gas,  
make more money, focus on 
our careers, and go after our 
goals. Dissimilarly, the people 
Brooks refers to do not focus on 
themselves. I am all in favor of 
accomplishing goals, but I think 
we forget to remind ourselves, 
is that we all share one common 
goal: to be happy.

One way we begin living hap-

SLO\� LV�ZKHQ�ZH�ÀQG�SXUSRVH�
in what we do. Living mean-
ingfully is another goal we all 
share with each other. We want 
to be a part of something bigger 
than ourselves because it makes 
us feel important and valued. 
When I think about what makes 
me happy, I think about mak-
ing a difference because that 
connects me with something 
greater. 

Most of what we do on a daily 
basis revolves around us. We are 
so used to doing things for our-
selves and pleasing ourselves, 
that when we become involved 
in something greater than that, 
LW·V� OLNH�VRPHERG\� MXVW�ÁLSSHG�
D�VZLWFK�LQVLGH�RI�\RX��:H�ÀQG�
purpose in ourselves when 
we step outside of our normal 
routines to be involved in some-
thing dealing with more people.
7KHUH�LV�D�GHÀQLWH�UHODWLRQVKLS�

Colin it like I see it

between happiness and service 
to others. According to His Ho-
liness the Dalai Lama, “When 
we help others, the focus of our 
mind assumes a broader hori-
zon within which we are able 
to see our own petty problems 
in a more realistic proportion.” 
He also says that we acquire a 
deep sense of trust, security, and 
freedom, when we reach out to 
and feel connected with others. 
,V�ÀQGLQJ�\RXU�FDOOLQJ�UHDOO\�

about you? Or is about making 
the world a better place?

There is no doubt the world is 
a better place when you are who 
you want to be. We often think 
being whom you set out to be 
is mostly impacted by external 
forces such as our environment. 
We must realize the power to be 
happy is in our hands. Similarly, 
“You have under your control 
the portfolio to give yourself 

the most happiness possible,” 
said Brooks. What is this port-
folio Brooks mentions? It’s your 
JXLGH�WR�OLYLQJ�D�IXOÀOOLQJ�DQG�
purposeful life. It’s you.

Because the ability to be hap-
py rests solely in your hands, 
being happy is a choice. This 
choice is determined by your 
state of mind. Feeling happy 
depends on whether we are 
satisfied with what we have 
or don’t have. It also depends 
on how you perceive your 
situation or life. The Dalai Lama 
says that you can increase your 
happiness by increasing your 
life satisfaction. You can do this 
by comparing yourself to those 
OHVV�IRUWXQDWH�DQG�E\�UHÁHFWLQJ�
on what you have that they 
might not. 

You can travel around the 
world and meet people that 
have nothing, yet many of 
them are truly happy. Why is 
this? Because happiness can be 
manufactured. You can begin 
to manufacture happiness for 
yourself right now by approach-
ing every decision with the fol-
lowing question: will it bring 
me happiness? Through this 
method of reframing, your fo-
cus shifts from what you might 
be denying to what you are 
seeking, which is ultimate hap-
piness. This approach moves 
you towards happiness, rather 
than away from it, as the Dalai 
Lama would say. 

You can begin living hap-
pily any time you want. Only 
you have the power to change. 
Whether you want to start do-
ing so now, later, or never, it is 
your decision to make.

The Good, the Bad, and 
the Meh

Another wave of  soft, sprinkly  

slaps to the face from Mother 

Nature.

Looking at your student ac-

count . . . and the horror that 

follows.

Mardi Gras, the best worst-

morning you’ll ever have. Until 

next Mardi Gras.

Colin Rieke

Gustie Crossword     Answers online

It’s your choice to make, choose wisely.

David Roland
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Putting the Universe in Perspective

Eric Schneider

Opinion Columnist

Recently, I found myself 
staring at the map of the 
world taped to my dorm 

room wall, and I started to think 
about the history that this world 
we inhabit has endured. After a 
while, I started thinking about 
how the map I was looking at 
is a human creation. In real-
ity, it is nothing more than our 
perceived interpretation of real-
ity, a reality that encompasses 
numerous cultures that are so 
GLͿHUHQW�IURP�RQH�DQRWKHU��DQG�
yet, are inches away from each 
other on the map. 

I started thinking about what 
it was like before this planet 
even existed. It is very humbling 
to realize that you are one mi-
croscopic piece of this universe; 
that the universe has existed 
long before you or any of your 

family members were ever born, 
and will continue to exist after 
you and everyone you know 
have returned to the origin of 
all things: nothingness. 

Our existence as sentient 
creatures, otherwise known as 
a human being, raises many 
questions as to the true nature of 
things. Some of these questions 
may include: who am I? What is 
my purpose? Where did I come 
from? Where am I going? Is this 
the only life I have ever known, 
or is this just one in a series of 
LQÀQLWH�OLYHV"�

The answer to these questions 
is not something that can be 
found as easily as the motiva-
tion to ask them. However, it 
is this motivation that presents 
such a unique difference be-
tween us and all other creatures 
on this planet. We think, and 
therefore, we want to know 
why we think. We want to know 
why our evolution has allowed 
us to develop a consciousness; 
granted us the privilege to 
cultivate ourselves to become 
better people; and forced us to 
interact with other members of 
our species in a competition for 
survival. 

The fact that human beings 
H[LVW�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�SODFH�LV�D�IDVFL-
nating subject, and it necessarily 
begs the question of whether or 
not it is possible for a god that 
created the universe to exist as 
well, if it is indeed possible for 
a human being to exist in the 

depths of space and time?
Personally, I do not believe 

that any religion is inherently 
right or wrong, but the fact that 
humans have created such belief 
systems reinforces the curious 
nature of the universe. Thus far, 
humankind’s only explanation 
for everything we see has been 
that there must be something 
out there, something so pow-
erful as to be able to create all 
of this that we perceive to be 
reality. 

Philosophers have each given 
their own interpretation of 
reality, and the universe that 
encompasses it, for thousands 
of years. Now, modern science 
has taken control of the helm in 
the quest to discover the true 
nature of reality, and the laws 

that govern it. With each discov-
ery, scientists realize that they 
actually have more unanswered 
questions about the universe 
than they previously thought, 
a paradox that may be seen in 
other contexts, such as Socrates’ 
own belief that he himself was 
ignorant of any truth, a wise and 
accurate assessment, to be sure.

The problem with believing 
in something supernatural is 
the fact that human beings 
have the tendency to put this 
supernatural deity above the 
well–being of other human 
beings that inhabit this planet, 
a contradictory notion, if this 
reasoning is followed to its logi-
cal conclusion. Any diligent stu-
dent of history will tell you that 
religion has been a major cause 

RI� FRQÁLFW� VLQFH� WKH� LQFHSWLRQ�
of human self-consciousness, 
with the prolonged series of 
wars, known as the Crusades 
being a prime example of what 
happens when human beings 
let their own subjective beliefs 
get in the way of admiring an 
objective reality for what it is. 

Confucius said, “Life is really 
simple, but we insist on mak-
ing it complicated.” When we 
spend life searching for the one 
concrete answer to the question 
we think will set us free, we 
blind ourselves to the reality of 
the universe that surrounds us 
each and every day of our lives.

 

The Greener side of the Fence

,�*XHVV�,·P�1RW�D�OLWWOH�0RUH�&RXQWU\�7KDQ�7KDW

Laura Schroeder

Opinion Columnist

I’m just going put it out 
there – I love country music. 
I know I don’t look like the 

kind of person who would love 
to dance around in cowboy 
ERRWV��FDOO�D�YLROLQ�D�ÀGGOH��DQG�
ride around in my boyfriend’s 
huge truck. I’m not, but I grew 
up with the music, and it holds 
a special place in my heart. 
I’ve never really thought about 
ZK\�,�OLNH�LW�RU�ZKHWKHU�,�ÀW�WKH�
stereotypical listener until a few 
nights ago.

My parents surprised my sis-
ter and I with two tickets to the 
Luke Bryan concert on Sunday 
night. For those of you who 
don’t know Luke, he’s basically 
the Beyoncé of country music. 
I was pumped and so was my 

sister. So we went. We got shirts 
and $8 vodka cranberries and 
sat down to wait for Luke to 
sing. While we were waiting, 
I noticed the crowd. I was in a 
VWULSHG�GUHVV� DQG�ÁDWV�� HYHU\-
one else (including my sister) 
was dressed in some form of 
SODLG��ÁDQQHO��GHQLP��RU�ZKLWH�
lace. And I don’t just mean a 
few people in my line of sight. 
When we went to the bathroom, 
there were little children with 
their plaid shirts tucked in and 
cowboy boots that they didn’t 
yet know how to walk in. There 
ZHUH�DW�OHDVW�ÀYH�ZRPHQ�P\�DJH�
wearing the same white lace 
GUHVV�LQ�D�GLͿHUHQW�VW\OH��GHQLP�
jackets and cowboy boots. I ig-
nored this because I didn’t think 
it mattered.

When the opener came out 
WR�VLQJ��WKH�ÀUVW�VRQJ�ZDV�WLWOHG�
“Beer.” Now, I don’t drink beer. 
I have nothing against it, I just 
don’t like it. Everyone was 
screaming and agreeing with 
WKH� O\ULFV� WKDW�D�FROG�RQH�À[HV�
everything, while I was just 
sitting there silently sipping 
my vodka cranberry. Every 
few songs, he would ask the 
country girls in the crowd to 
raise their beers and scream 
along with him. I grew up in 
Duluth, Minn. I don’t think I 
can get less country than that. 
,�VWD\HG�VLOHQW�ZKLOH�P\�ÁDQQHO�
clad sister screamed along with 
him. She grew up in the same 

place as me, so why did she get 
to scream along? What made 
her a country girl? Then it hit 
me. It was all about the attitude. 
The whole country community 
came to these concerts to blow 
RͿ�VWHDP�DQG�OLVWHQ�WR�VRQJV�WKDW�

were essentially documenting 
their lives. 

I was at the concert for the 
music, while apparently ev-
eryone else was there to enjoy 
the sense of community. I’m 
all about the general tropes of 

country music (love, family, 
drinking), but whenever I listen 
to songs about trucks or beer 
or growing up on the land my 
grandfather did, I feel out of 
place. It didn’t occur to me that 
I needed to identify with every 
song that was played until it 
seemed that everyone else did. 
When I was younger, I would 
pretend that the music was ac-
tually about my life. But that’s 
kind of a moot point now. I can’t 
pretend any longer. 

“Why did I like 

this music? Was 

it as shallow as 

appreciating the 

tune? Or was there a 

part of me that was 

actually a country 

girl? That just sounds 

weird to me.”
 
As much as I’d like to be 

someone who runs a farm, gets 
her husband a beer, and takes 
night drives in his truck to have 
a picnic along the creek, I’m not. 
I’m still on the fence about what 
exactly it means to be a country 
fan, but I’ll be damned if I’m not 
going to listen to “Shake it for 
Me” for the 75th time tonight.

Laura Schroeder

Snarksicles

I bet he doesn’t care that I may not be a country girl. He just wants my ticket 

money.

David Roland7DNH�WKH�ZRUOG�RXW�RI�FRQWH[W��DUH�SXGGOHV�OLNH�LVODQGV�IRU�ÀVK"
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Sam Hoppe

Opinion Columnist

Creative Commons
,V�WKLV�SULYLOHJH�D�EDG�WKLQJ"

IN NEXT 
WEEK’S 
ISSUE...

Mixed feelings as 

President-elect Tim-

UWV[�WNÅKQITTa� \]ZV[�
Student Senate into 

a monarchy.

Mass outrage as a 

first-year student 

mixes up “women” 

and “womyn.”

Campus Safety was 

discovered with an 

IZ\QÅKQIT�[VW_�UISMZ�
large enough to cover 

campus. The Head 

of  Campus Safety 

was quoted saying 

“and I would have 

gotten away with it 

too if  it wasn’t for 

those meddling kids.”

<H�2OGH�6WRS�¶Q·�6KRSSH

Around this campus, the 
idea of “privilege” gets 
tossed around quite a 

bit; white privilege, class privi-
lege, and heterosexual privilege 
are the most commonly heard 
“privilege” phrases. Certainly 
there are perks to being a mem-
ber of those classes. As a white, 
heterosexual, upper-class male 
I am less likely to be stopped 
by police cars, harassed for my 
choice in partners, and I have 
EHQHÀWHG�JUHDWO\�IURP�P\�SDU-
HQWV·�ÀQDQFLDO�VXFFHVV��6R�\HV��,�
do have white privilege. How-
ever, at the chance of being de-
spised by a few more passion-
ate activists on campus, I must 
admit that I’ve begun to won-
der if there is something wrong 
with the concept of privilege.

Is the problem that I don’t 
get bullied for my sexuality, 
or is it that homosexual, trans-
gender, and bisexual teenagers 
are bullied for theirs? Is the 
problem that I don’t get pulled 
over because of my race or is it 

that discrimination within our 
police force causes certain mi-
nority groups to be pulled over 
more often?

The problem does not lie in 
the privilege that certain mem-
bers of society have.  The prob-
lem lies in that certain members 
do not have access to it because 
of discrimination and injustice. 
The problem is not that a het-
erosexual does not get beaten 
up for their sexual orientation, 
but is that there are people who 
bully and harass members of 
the LGBTQ community.   

This same principle can be 
extended to race privilege. 
The problem is not that white 
people are judged to be inno-
cent before becoming guilty; 
it is that minorities are judged 
guilty before being proved in-
nocent. Privilege becomes a 
problem when others are ex-
cluded because of their race, 
sexual orientation, or class ori-
gins. In that way, privilege is 
not the problem; it is the ways 
in which privilege is enforced 
and created that makes it an 
issue. Let me explain: say that 
I have $10. If I have these $10 
because I worked for it in an 
ethical way, then there is noth-
ing wrong with me having that 
money.  But if I have it because 
I stole it, then it is an issue.  The 
same example can be applied 
to how we focus on privilege.

By acknowledging this, we 
can shift the focus from what 
certain people have to what 
certain people don’t have.  
Most of us would like to see 
privileges extended to all of 
society, or at the very least give 
everybody opportunities for 
those privileges. With that in 

mind, can we switch out the 
phrase white, heterosexual, or 
upper class privilege?  Instead 
of white privilege how about 
minority disenfranchisement?  
Or the glass ceiling of certain 
classes? While these are not the 
most creative names, you can 
understand my point of the 
matter. 

Does this mean that the work 
done by advocates of white 
privilege is bad? Not at all, 
there are still many things to 
work on in this country and the 
usage of the concept is almost 
never intended to be malicious.  
However, it is time to retire the 
name of the phrase and adjust 
our phrasing in a way that bet-
WHU�UHÁHFWV�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�LWVHOI�

Some people may say that 
we need to use the term white 
privilege as a means to prevent 
FDVWLQJ� RͿ� FHUWDLQ� SUREOHPV�
as isolated to certain groups. 
However, if that truly is the 
case, it is completely unneces-
sary. Many of us on campus 
will listen and are willing to 
talk about how discrimination 
still plays a part in our society 
about the plight of transgender 
individuals or about how race 
causes issues in this country.  
Let’s start focusing on solv-
ing racial, sexuality, and class 
problems instead of focusing 
on who has privilege.
:KLFK� OHDGV� WR� D�ÀQDO�SRLQW�

about the usage of the word 
privilege. It doesn’t bring in-

dividuals together.  It pulls us 
apart by separating us into dis-
tinct categories. In fact, some 
SHRSOH�PLJKW�FDVW�RͿ�P\�HQWLUH�
argument as simply justifying 
my privilege. Ironically, by ac-
cusing me of thinking some-
thing is true only because of 
my race, gender, or economic 
status, you are committing the 
exact same discrimination that 
has caused so many problems 
in the past.  

0\�3UREOHP�ZLWK�´3ULYLOHJHµ

Response to “No ifs, ands, 
or butts.”

I am deeply disappointed 
in the representation of Stu-
dent Senate presented in the 
recent article “No ifs, ands, or 
butts.” Ms. Nickel’s writing 
showed a profound lack of 
knowledge concerning both 
the situation and the capabili-
ties of the Student Senate.

Most frustrating was the 
claim that students see the 
replacement of the chairs in 
the Courtyard Cafe as “un-
necessary.” Multiple surveys 
of the student population 
were given, the results show-
ing an overwhelming major-
ity supporting the renovation 
project. Even if this undertak-
ing were scrapped, a redistri-
bution of the funds to other 

Letter to the 
Editor

student groups would not only 
lengthen the bureaucratic pro-
cess that seems to already irk 
Ms. Nickels, but would also re-
sult in negligible gains for each 
recipient. In the same vein, the 
proposed alternative projects 
given by the author suggest 
that she possesses little to no 
knowledge of the cost of work 
on such grandiose scales or of 
the needs of the campus. The 
renovation of tunnels would 
far exceed the project budget 
that is presented as ‘wasteful,’ 

and would not be handled by 
Student Senate. In addition, 
placing any more sidewalks on 
this campus would result in lit-
tle more than a sea of concrete 
ZLWK�WKH�HQG�EHQHÀW�RI��DW�PRVW��
thirty to forty seconds faster 
travel time.

Sadly, most of these false-
hoods and misunderstandings 
would have been corrected 
prior to the publication of the 
piece had the author bothered 
to contact anyone associated 
with the project. As a member 

of Student Senate I am sad-
dened that you have had a 
poor personal experience with 
the organization, but to project 
your personal feelings at the 
body as a whole is irrespon-
sible for a journalist. 

I encourage the author, and 
all students on campus, to look 
out for a chance to help pick 
out the new chairs in the com-
ing weeks.

 
— Nick Nigro ‘14

  Student Senate Speaker

David Roland



Pisces
The CFs have their own Draft 
Combine where they test applicant’s  
alcohol violation times.
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Friday, Mar. 7

Virgo
I mean, they already have a Love 
Confessions page.

Taurus
Hmmmm . . .The main butt of my 
jokes have transitioned from Miley 
to Putin. I think I’m growing up.

Gemini
I mean pretty soon I will be doing 
jokes about the de!cit or Benghazi 
or Obamacare . . . LOLZ NO I WON’T.

Cancer
Why didn’t your story on Snapchat 
win Best Short Film at the Oscars?

Leo
I bet the profs make their own Gustie 
Couples page soon.

Scorpio
THAT’S OKAY, PLANET EARTH. WE 
NEVER WANTED SPRING ANYWAY.

Aries
I think Putin was Russian to some 
conclusions to this whole Ukraine 
thing.

Sagittarius
When the hell can I study abroad 
in Narnia?

Capricorn
There is like a 95 percent chance that 
Betty White is a renegade cyborg 
that refuses mortality.

Aquarius
Leonardo DiCaprio isn’t taking 
losing at the Oscars well because 
his childhood soccer league didn’t 
keep score.

Libra
And with that Oscar win, all jokes 
about Matthew McConaughey have 
died . . . R.I.P.

Feit-sty Not Really
Horoscopes

Sunday, Mar. 9

Thursday, Mar. 13

Saturday, Mar. 8

Wednesday, Mar. 12

With two hockey games 

on Saturday, the “F@#$ 

St. Thomas” chants will be 

copious and audible.

Monday, Mar. 10

* The Calendar Page is considered editorial. 
The opinions expressed herein are not the 
opinions of THE GUSTAVIAN WEEKLY, but Rebecca 
Bergman’s !rst rulings as President-Elect of 
Gustavus. Making a lot of noise here.

It’s windy on GAC’s hill, but this hill is more 
long-winded.

Day on the Hill
State Capitol
8:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Mar. 11

They don’t give a s@#$. You’re already 
here.

Meet-n-Greet: 
Admission Sta!
Diversity Center
3:30 p.m.

Sometimes I go to events like this and 
sometimes I don’t.

Performing Gender: 
Sometimes I Do and 
Sometimes I Don’t
Alumni Hall
7 p.m.

GAC’s Got Talent
The Caf
7 p.m.

But grammatical "uency is not one of 
those talents.

THE HOLY WATER IN THE CHAPEL COULD 
HAVE BEEN USED FOR CLEAN DRINKING 
WATER.

Weekend Movie: 
The Hunger Games: 
Catching Fire
Wallenberg Auditorium
7 & 10 p.m.
Given how clumsy Jennifer Lawrence is, 
she should get an Oscar for playing the 
most coordinated !ctional character ever.

Building Bridges 
Conference
Christ Chapel
9 a.m.

Is Bradley Cooper in this one, too, now 
that he is in EVERY J-LAW MOVIE EVER?

Weekend Movie:
The Hunger Games: 
Catching Fire
Wallenberg Auditorium
2 p.m.

Spring Chinese 
Language Table
The Caf
5:30 p.m.
Hopefully they have the wholly authentic 
Chinese dish, orange chicken.

Nothing like an opportunity to sing 
“Africa” by Toto where it kind of makes 
sense.

PASO Trivia/
Open Mic Night
Courtyard Café
7 p.m.

Weekend Movie: 
The Hunger Games: 
Catching Fire
Wallenberg Auditorium
7 & 10 p.m.

Room draw drama is far more brutal and 
compelling than this movie.

Solar Heat Workshop
Interpretive Center
6 p.m.

THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS SOLAR HEAT 
ANYMORE.

Internship & Service 
Learning Fair
Heritage Banquet Room
11:30 a.m.
You’ll learn that they won’t pay you s@#$ 
for a summer of work.

Does Gustavus have some ties to Sweden 
or something?

Fika
Swedish House
9 p.m.

Sometimes after a jovial social justice 
conference, you need to get serious for 
an hour.

LineUs Show
Alumni Hall
8 p.m.
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Gymnastics season !lled with improvement
Kelsey Hering

Staff Writer

As the gymnastics season 
came to a close, Junior 
Kacie Kohler and her 

teammates found themselves 
UHÁHFWLQJ�RQ�WKH�XSV�DQG�GRZQV�
of their season. Kohler recalled 
WKH�JRDOV�WKH�WHDP�ZRUNHG�KDUG�
to reach. 
´,� WKLQN� RXU� JRDOV� ZHUH�

DFKLHYHG�LQ�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�KDG�D�
IXQ�VHDVRQ��DQG�HYHQ�WKRXJK�ZH�
KDYH�KDG�RXU�XSV�DQG�GRZQV�DW�
FRPSHWLWLRQV��ZH�KDYH�SRZHUHG�
through the struggles and given 
it our all at every meet,” Kohler 
said. 

6HQLRU�%ULWWDQ\�+DQFRFN�VDLG�
LW�KHOSHG� WKDW� WKH\� FKDOOHQJHG�
themselves throughout their 
season. 
´2Q�PDQ\� HYHQWV�ZH�ZHUH�

DEOH�WR�DGG�VRPH�PRUH�GLFXOW�
URXWLQHV� WR� RXU� FRPSHWLWLRQ�
OLQH�XS�WKLV�\HDU�DQG�ZH�FRQVLV-

WHQWO\�LPSURYHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�
VHDVRQ�µ�+DQFRFN�VDLG��

The team is coached by 
&KDUOHV�$\GW�� ZKR� LV� LQ� KLV�
ÀUVW�\HDU�RI�FRDFKLQJ�J\PQDV-
tics at Gustavus. Senior Paige 
Dieleman thought Coach Aydt 
EURXJKW� D� SRVLWLYH� FKDQJH� WR�
the team. 

“Charlie brought technique 
DQG�VWUXFWXUH�WR�WKH�WHDP�ZKLFK�
ZDV�JRRG��:H�ZHUH�SXVKHG�WR�
ZRUN� KDUG�� GR� RXU� EHVW�� DQG�
VWULYH� WR�SHUIRUP�EH\RQG�RXU�
RZQ�H[SHFWDWLRQV��+H� HQFRXU-

aged us to be brave and at the 
VDPH� WLPH� WDXJKW� XV� KRZ� WR�
PDNH�RXU�J\PQDVWLFV�DV�SHUIHFW�
DV�SRVVLEOH�µ�'LHOHPDQ�VDLG���

Consistency is another trait 
considered to be held by their 
coach. 
´2QH�VWURQJ�SRLQW�RI�&KDUOLH·V�

LV�WKDW�KH�UHDOO\�HPSKDVL]HV�URX-
WLQHV�GXULQJ�ZRUNRXWV��ZKLFK�
KHOSV� XV� WR� EH� FRQVLVWHQW� DW�
meets,” Kohler said. 

Motivating one another dur-
LQJ� SUDFWLFH� DQG� DW�PHHWV� LV�
a common goal for the entire 

team. 
´:H� FKHHU� IRU� RQH� DQRWKHU�

and encourage everyone to be 
FRQÀGHQW�EHFDXVH�ZH�KDYH�SXW�
WKH� WLPH� DQG�ZRUN�� WKH� RQO\�
WKLQJ� OHIW� WR�GR� LV�GR�ZKDW�ZH�
do best,” Dieleman said. 
6XSSRUWLQJ�RQH�DQRWKHU�GXU-

ing meets is critical for the team. 
´:H�DUH�DOO�YHU\�VXSSRUWLYH�RI�

HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�ZH�FKHHU�ORXGO\�
IRU�HYHU\RQH·V�URXWLQHV��$W�SUDF-
WLFH��ZH�DUH�VWLOO�VXSSRUWLYH��EXW�
ZH�DUHQ·W�DOZD\V�ZDWFKLQJ�HY-
HU\RQH·V�URXWLQHV��VR�WKH�FKHHU-

LQJ�OHYHO�LVQ·W�DV�ORXG��$W�PHHWV��
the team really comes together 
DV�D�ZKROH�µ�.RKOHU�VDLG��
+DQFRFN� VDLG� WKH� HPRWLRQV�

DUH�DOZD\V�VWLUULQJ�GXULQJ�PHHWV�
right before a routine. 

´7KH�DWPRVSKHUH�RQ�WKH�FRP-
SHWLWLRQ� IORRU� LV� H[FLWLQJ� DQG�
QHUYH�UDFNLQJ�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�
EXW� NQRZLQJ� WKDW� \RXU� WHDP-
PDWHV� VXSSRUW� \RX�QR�PDWWHU�
KRZ�\RX�SHUIRUP�KHOSV�ZLWK�
WKH�QHUYHV� WKDW� FRPH�ZLWK� WKH�
VSRUW�µ�+DQFRFN�VDLG��
:KLOH�.RKOHU�DGPLWV�WKH�VHD-

son might have started off 
URXJK�� UHFRUG�ZLVH�� VKH� VD\V�
WKH� WHDP�KDV� UHDOO\� LPSURYHG�
DV�D�ZKROH��
´/DVW�ZHHNHQG��ZH� KDG� DQ�

DZHVRPH�PHHW� DQG� WKH� EHVW�
WHDP� VFRUH� RI� WKH� VHDVRQ��:H�
KDYH�GHÀQLWHO\�JRWWHQ�PRUH�FRQ-
sistent throughout the season,” 
Kohler said. 

Gustavus men’s tennis: on the path to success
Haley Bell

Staff Writer

TKH� *XVWDYXV�$GROSKXV�
PHQ·V�WHQQLV�WHDP�ZDV�YLF-
torious over University of 

:LVFRQVLQ�:KLWHZDWHU�RQ�6XQ-
GD\��0DUFK����ZLWK�D�VFRUH�RI������
7KH�YLFWRU\�DOORZHG�WKH�*XVWLHV�
WR�LPSURYH�WR������LQ�WKH�FRQIHU-
HQFH��7KLV��EHLQJ�WKHLU�QLQWK�ZLQ�
LQ�D�URZ��DOVR�PRYHG�WKH�WHDP�
WR�D� ���� VWDQGLQJ�DJDLQVW� WKHLU�
UHJLRQDO�FRPSHWLWRUV��

On March 8, the tennis team 
ZLOO�KRVW�WKUHH�RI�WKHLU�0,$&�RS-
SRQHQWV�ZLWK�D�FXUUHQW�UHFRUG�RI�
����ZLWKLQ�WKH�OHDJXH��$W���D�P���
WKH�WHDP�ZLOO�WDNH�RQ�%HWKHO�8QL-
YHUVLW\��DQG�DW���S�P��WKH\�ZLOO�
SOD\�&RQFRUGLD�&ROOHJH�� WKHQ�
0DFDOHVWHU�&ROOHJH�DW������S�P��
7KH�WHDP�KDV�KLJK�KRSHV�IRU�

the rest of the season. Some 
of their goals consist of being 
UDQNHG� WRS� WHQ� LQ� WKH� QDWLRQ��
EHDWLQJ� WZR� WRS� WHQ� WHDPV� DW�
home and another on the road, 
DV�ZHOO�DV�PDNLQJ�LW�WR�WKH�TXDU-
WHUÀQDOV�RI� WKH�1&$$� WRXUQD-
PHQW�E\�ZLQQLQJ�WKHLU�UHJLRQ��
7KH�WHDP�ZRUNV�WR�H[HPSOLI\�

WKH� 7KUHH�&URZQV� HYHU\�GD\��
ZKHWKHU� WKH\�DUH�RQ�RU�RͿ�WKH�
WHQQLV�FRXUW��7KH�7KUHH�&URZQV�
LV�D�SKLORVRSK\�GDWLQJ�EDFN�WR�
WKH�GD\V�ZKHQ� WKH� OHJHQGDU\�
6WHYH�:LONLQVRQ�ZDV� WKH�KHDG�
WHQQLV�FRDFK�DW�*XVWDYXV��ZLWK�
HDFK�FURZQ�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�D�GLI-
ferent value. These values are 
FKRRVLQJ� WR� SXW� IRUWK� RQH·V�

*XVWDYXV�6SRUWV�,QIRUPDWLRQ
Junior Motasam Al-Houni has been key to the Gusties’ early success this season. Al-Houni has not yet lost a regular-

season match in singles play, and is 5-1 in regular-season doubles play.

*XVWDYXV�6SRUWV�,QIRUPDWLRQ
Senior Brittany Hancock performed her routine at the team’s last home meet of the season against Winona State. 

Hancock believes that the team’s focus on challenging themselves has led to their improvement this season.

“[Charles Aydt] 
encouraged us to be 

brave and at the same 
time taught us how to 

make our gymnastics as 
perfect as possible.”

—Paige Dieleman

EHVW� HIIRUW�� KDYLQJ� D� SRVLWLYH�
DWWLWXGH��DQG�H[KLELWLQJ�D�KLJK�
OHYHO�RI�VSRUWVPDQVKLS�
´2XU�SURFHVV� JRDOV� WKDW�ZH�

VWULYH� IRU� HYHU\�GD\�DUH� WR� H[-
HFXWH�WKH�7KUHH�&URZQV��EH�IXOO\�
focused on becoming a better 
WHQQLV�SOD\HU�HDFK�SUDFWLFH��DQG�
FRPSHWLQJ�ZLWK�D�OHYHO�RI�LQWHQ-
sity that communicates belief 
WKDW�ZH�DUH�FDSDEOH�RI�EHLQJ�RQH�
of the best teams in the nation,” 
6RSKRPRUH�'DYLG�%URZQ�VDLG�

This season holds a lot of 
FRPSHWLWLRQ�IRU�WKH�*XVWLHV��DQG�
WKH�WHDP�LV�ORRNLQJ�IRUZDUG�WR�
WDNLQJ�WKHVH�FKDOOHQJHV�RQH�DW�D�
WLPH�ZLWK�PD[LPXP�HͿRUW��
´,Q� WZR�ZHHNHQGV�� RXU� WRS�

SOD\HUV�DUH�WUDYHOLQJ�WR�DQ�HOLWH�
LQYLWH�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD�WR�SOD\�VRPH�
RI�WKH�EHVW�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��ZKLFK�
ZLOO� EH� H[FLWLQJ�� 2XU� VSULQJ�
EUHDN� WULS� VKRXOG� DOVR� SURYH�
IUXLWIXO�� EHFDXVH�ZH�ZLOO� IDFH�
VWHHS�FRPSHWLWLRQ�DQG�EHFDXVH�
HYHU\RQH�JHWV�D�FKDQFH�WR�SURYH�
themselves against outside 
FRPSHWLWLRQ�µ� 6HQLRU� %U\DQ�
Miles said.  
(YHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�PHQ·V�WHQQLV�

WHDP�KDVQ·W� VNLSSHG�D�EHDW�RQ�
the court, they have still been 
VWUXJJOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�JUDGXDWLRQ�
RI� WKHLU� QXPEHU� RQH� SOD\HU�
last year. In addition, some of 
WKH�SOD\HUV�KDYH�EHHQ�EDWWOLQJ�
injuries. 

“Injuries have been an unfor-
WXQDWH�SDUW� RI� WKH� VHDVRQ��:H�
continue to believe in ourselves, 
no matter the outcome against 
tough teams. Everyone is doing 

WKHLU�DEVROXWH�EHVW�WR�EH�SURDF-
tive, rather than reactive, and 
DV�D�UHVXOW�WKH�WLPH�DZD\�IURP�
the court has been minimal,” 
Miles said. 
:LWK� WKH� VXSSRUW� RI� WKHLU�

FDSWDLQV�� FRDFKHV�� DQG� IHOORZ�
Gusties, the team has been 
overcoming the challenges of 
this season and they believe 
WKDW�WKH\�DUH�VWLOO�ULJKW�RQ�WUDFN�
ZLWK�DFFRPSOLVKLQJ�WKHLU�JRDOV�
this season.

“Our coaching staff is fan-
WDVWLF�DQG�NQRZV�KRZ�WR�SXVK�
XV�� DQG�PDNH�XV� WKH� EHVW�ZH�
FDQ�EH�RQ�DQG�RͿ�WKH�FRXUW��,·P�

H[WUHPHO\�JUDWHIXO�WR�EH�D�SDUW�
RI� VXFK� D� JUHDW�SURJUDP�ZLWK�
VR�PXFK� KLVWRU\�� ,·P� ORRNLQJ�
IRUZDUG�WR�P\�ODVW�VHDVRQ�ZLWK�
WKH�JX\V�DQG�FDQ·W�ZDLW�IRU�ZKDW�
WKLV�VSULQJ�KROGV�IRU�XV�µ�6HQLRU�
Joey MacGibbon said.

The team has also been receiv-
LQJ�DGGLWLRQDO�VXSSRUW�IURP�IRU-
PHU�PHQ·V� WHQQLV�+HDG�&RDFK�
6WHYH�:LONLQVRQ��:LONLQVRQ�
ZDV� LQGXFWHG� LQWR� WKH�8QLWHG�
States Professional Tennis As-
VRFLDWLRQ·V�+DOO�RI�)DPH�WKLV�IDOO�
IRU�KLV�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�GXULQJ�
his 38 years as head coach of the 
*XVWDYXV�PHQ·V� WHQQLV� WHDP��

:LONLQVRQ� UHWLUHG� IURP�*XVWD-
YXV�DV�WKH�ZLQQLQJHVW�FRDFK�LQ�
WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�PHQ·V� FROOHJLDWH�
WHQQLV��7KH�H[WUD�KHOS�DQG�DG-
vice from this tennis legend has 
given the men an advantage. 
´,W�KDV�EHHQ�DQ�DEVROXWH�SOHD-

sure having the legend that 
LV� 6WHYH�:LONLQVRQ� DURXQG� DW�
SUDFWLFH�DQG�FRPSHWLWLRQ��+H�LV�
VXFK�D�NLQG�VSLULWHG�PDQ�ZLWK�
VR�PXFK�LQWHOOLJHQFH�WR�RͿHU³
both tennis and life related,” 
Miles said.

‘Gymnastics’ continued 
on page 15

“I think this season 
was a great stepping 

stone to build an even 
���������������ơ����

next year.”
—Paige Dieleman
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SPORTS
SCHEDULE

Friday, March 7

Saturday, March 8
Track & Field @ MIAC 
Championships

Men’s Tennis hosts Bethel 
University
                                   9:00 a.m.

Women’s Tennis hosts 
Concordia College
                                 11:00 a.m.

Men’s Tennis hosts 
Concordia College
                                   1:00 p.m.

Women’s Hockey at 
University of St. !omas 
(MIAC Championship)
                                   2:00 p.m.

Men’s Tennis hosts 
Macalester College
                                   6:30 p.m.

Women’s Tennis hosts 
Macalester College

6:30 p.m.

Men’s Hockey at University 
of St. !omas (MIAC 
Championship)                                   
                                  7:00 p.m.

Track & Field @ MIAC 
Championships

Dance team heads to Nationals
Linnea Moat

Sports & Fitness Editor

7KHLU�FRQVLVWHQF\�VKRZHG�E\�
WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�VHDVRQ��ZKHUH�WKH�
WHDP�HQGHG�XS�LQFUHDVLQJ�WKHLU�
WHDP� WRWDO� E\� WHQ�SRLQWV� IURP�
WKH�ÀUVW�FRPSHWLWLRQ�WR�WKHLU�ODVW��

On Sunday, March 2, the 
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�:LVFRQVRQ�:KLWH-
ZDWHU�KRVWHG�WKH�:,$&�&KDP-
SLRQVKLSV��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�ODUJHVW�
gymnastics meet of the season 
and the only meet that all eight 
of the Division III teams in the 
0LGZHVW�DWWHQG��7KH�*XVWDYXV�
J\PQDVWLFV�WHDP�DFFRPSOLVKHG�
WKHLU� EHVW� SHUIRUPDQFH� RI� WKH�
VHDVRQ�ZLWK�D�VFRUH�RI�������DW�
WKH�PHHW��WR�SXW�WKHP�LQ�HLJKWK�
SODFH�
�$V� IRU� QH[W� \HDU�� WKH� WHDP�

KRSHV� IRU� DOO�PHPEHUV� WR� VWD\�
KHDOWK\�DQG� FRQWLQXH� WR�ZRUN�
KDUG�GXULQJ� WKH�RͿ�VHDVRQ� VR�
they can meet the high goals 
WKH\�KDYH�DOUHDG\� VHW� IRU�QH[W�
year. 
´,�ZDQW�WKH�WHDP�WR�ZRUN�KDUG�

GXULQJ�WKH�RͿ�VHDVRQ�VR�WKH\�DUH�

UHDG\�WR�JR�QH[W�\HDU�ZKHQ�WKH�
season starts in October. I also 
ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�VHH�WKH�WHDP�JHW�D�
WRWDO�VFRUH�RI�����DW�VRPH�SRLQW�
QH[W�VHDVRQ��7KDW�LV�D�PDMRU�JRDO�
DQG�LW�ZRXOG�IHHO�JUHDW�WR�DFFRP-
SOLVK�LW�µ�.RKOHU�VDLG��
:KLOH�'LHOHPDQ�DQG�+DQFRFN�

DUH�JUDGXDWLQJ�WKLV�VSULQJ��WKH\�
VWLOO� KDYH� KLJK� KRSHV� IRU� WKH�
WHDP�QH[W�VHDVRQ��
´,�WKLQN�WKHUH�LV�D�ORW�RI�WDOHQW�

WKDW�ZLOO�EH�MRLQLQJ�WKH�JURXS�RI�
WDOHQWHG�JLUOV�ZH�FXUUHQWO\�KDYH�
DQG�,�WKLQN�WKH\�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�
LPSURYH�WKHLU�VNLOOV�DQG�VFRUHV�
QH[W�\HDU�µ�+DQFRFN�VDLG��

Both seniors believe this sea-
VRQ�ZDV� D� JUHDW� VWDUW� WR�ZKDW�
could be a year full of success. 
´,� KRSH� QH[W� \HDU� WKH� WHDP�

JDLQV�PRUH�GHSWK� RQ� DOO� IRXU�
HYHQWV� DQG� WKDW� WKH� JLUOV�ZLOO�
maintain the great routines and 
VNLOOV�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�FRPSHWHG�
ZLWK�WKLV�\HDU��,�WKLQN�WKLV�VHD-
VRQ�ZDV�D�JUHDW�VWHSSLQJ�VWRQH�
to build an even stronger team 
RͿ�RI�QH[W�\HDU�µ�'LHOHPDQ�VDLG��

‘Gymnastics’ continued 
from page 14

The Gustavus dance team 
KDV�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�DOO�VHD-
VRQ� WR� SUHSDUH� IRU� WKHLU�

WULS� WR�$QDKHLP��&DOLIRUQLD� DW�
the end of March. Last year in 
&DOLIRUQLD�WKH�WHDP�WRRN�VHFRQG�
SODFH�DW�1DWLRQDOV�� VR� WKH\�DUH�
H[FLWHG�WR�UHWXUQ�WKLV�\HDU�DQG�
FRPSHWH�IRU�WKH�WRS�VSRW�RQ�WKH�
SRGLXP�
´2XU�QH[W�VWHS�IRU�WKH�FRPSHW-

itive team is the national com-
SHWLWLRQ�LQ�$QDKHLP��&DOLIRUQLD��
/DVW�\HDU��ZH�FDPH�KRPH�ZLWK�
an unbelievable score and a sec-
RQG�SODFH�',,,�WURSK\��7KLV�\HDU�
RXU�WHDP�ZLOO�UHSUHVHQW�*XVWD-
YXV�DJDLQ�� DQG�ZH�DUH� DLPLQJ�
WR�GHIHQG�RXU�JUHDW�UHSXWDWLRQ�
WKHUH�µ� -XQLRU�&DSWDLQ�$PDQL�
Yassin said.
/DVW� \HDU�ZDV� WKH�ÀUVW� WLPH�

that the dance team had com-
SHWHG�DW�1DWLRQDOV�

´2XU� JRDO� IRU�1DWLRQDOV� LV�
UHDOO\� WR�EH� VDWLVÀHG�ZLWK�RXU�
SHUIRUPDQFH��:H� DUH� D� YHU\�
GLIIHUHQW� WHDP� WKDQ�ZH�ZHUH�
ODVW�\HDU�� VR�ZH�ZDQW� WR�JR� WR�
1DWLRQDOV�DQG�WU\�RXU�EHVW��DQG�
KRSHIXOO\�LPSURYH�RQ�RXU�SHU-
formance from last year,” Junior 
/LQGVD\�2UWOLS�VDLG�

Earlier this season the team 
FRPSHWHG� DW� 6W�� 7KRPDV� DQG�
HDUQHG� VHFRQG� SODFH�� DORQJ�
ZLWK� DQ� DZDUG� IRU� WKHLU� FKR-
UHRJUDSK\��7KH�GDQFH� WKDW� WKH�
WHDP�SHUIRUPHG�DW�6W��7KRPDV�
LV�WKH�VDPH�GDQFH�WKDW�WKH\�ZLOO�
EH�SHUIRUPLQJ�DW� WKH�1DWLRQDO�
FRPSHWLWLRQ��DQG�WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�
ZRUNLQJ�WR�SHUIHFW�WKH�FKRUHRJ-
UDSK\�HYHU�VLQFH�
´:LWK� HYHU\� FRPSHWLWLRQ��

ZH�KRSH�WR�KDYH�RXU�EHVW�SHU-

Submitted
For the second straight year the Gustavus dance team placed second at a 

competition at St. Thomas. The team has been tweaking their dance ever since 

to get it ready for the National competition.

Submitted
Last year the Gustavus dance team placed second at Nationals. This year the team has their sights set on the gold, 

and hopes to have their best performance of the season at the National competition.

formance. Our main goal for 
1DWLRQDOV� LV� WR�KDYH�RXU�SHDN�
SHUIRUPDQFH�� (DFK�SUDFWLFH� LV�
VSHQW�PHWLFXORXVO\�SHUIHFWLQJ�
RXU�SHUIRUPDQFH�DQG�FKRUHRJ-
UDSK\�� DQG� WKH� WHDP� LV�ZRUN-
ing so hard to bring home the 
1DWLRQDO�WLWOH��,�KDYH�IDLWK�WKDW�
RXU�ZRUN�ZLOO�SD\�RͿ�DQG�ZH�
ZLOO�VHH�DQRWKHU�VXFFHVV�LQ�$QD-
heim,” Yassin said.
7KH�*XVWDYXV�WHDP�KDV�VSHQW�

WKH�ODVW�\HDU�LPSURYLQJ��EXW�VR�
have all of the other teams that 
WKH\�ZLOO�EH�FRPSHWLQJ�DJDLQVW�
´,�WKLQN�WKLV�\HDU�ZH�DUH�PRUH�

SUHSDUHG�DQG�ZH�NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�
H[SHFW�DW�1DWLRQDOV��ZKLFK�ZLOO�
KHOS� XV��$OO� WKH� RWKHU� WHDPV�
have gotten better over the year. 
,�GRQ·W�NQRZ�ZKDW�SHRSOH� DUH�
IHHGLQJ� WKHLU� NLGV� WKDW�PDNHV�
them such good dancers, but the 
FRPSHWLWLRQ�LV�GHÀQLWHO\�JHWWLQJ�
WRXJKHU��%XW�ZH�DUH�DOVR�JHWWLQJ�
better. Our veteran dancers are 
DEOH�WR�PHQWRU�WKH�QHZHU�GDQF-
HUV�ZKLFK� KDV� LPSURYHG� RXU�
WHDP�XQLW\�DQG�DOVR�VHW�XS�WKH�
foundation and legacy of the 
SURJUDP� IRU� \HDUV� WR� FRPH�µ�
6HQLRU�.D\OD�:DUQHU�VDLG�

2YHU� WKH�SDVW� IHZ�\HDUV� WKH�
WHDP�KDV�ZRUNHG� WR� JDLQ� UHF-
RJQLWLRQ�DQG�VXSSRUW� IRU� WKHLU�
VSRUW��8QWLO� ODVW�\HDU� WKH� WHDP�
ZDV� FRQVLGHUHG� DQ� RUJDQL]D-
WLRQ�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� D� VSRUW�� /DVW�
year the dance team earned the 
ODEHO� RI� FOXE� VSRUW��ZKLFK�KDV�
afforded them more recogni-
tion and funding than they had 
SUHYLRXVO\��EXW�WKH\�DUH�VWLOO�QRW�
WUHDWHG�ZLWK� WKH� VDPH� OHYHO�RI�
athletic legitimacy that varsity 
VSRUWV�DUH��7KH�WHDP�LV�UHVSRQ-
VLEOH�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�IXQGUDLVLQJ��
DQG� KDYH� WR� ORRN� WR� DYHQXHV�
such as Student Senate and 
the Advancements Office for 
donations.
´%HFRPLQJ�D� FOXE� VSRUW� ODVW�

\HDU� KDV� UHDOO\� DOORZHG�XV� WR�
H[SDQG�RXU�SURJUDP�DQG�JDLQ�
UHFRJQLWLRQ��:H�KDYH����GDQF-
HUV� RQ� RXU�SHUIRUPDQFH� WHDP�
ZKLFK�LV�WKH�ODUJHVW�LW�KDV�EHHQ�
LQ� ILYH� \HDUV�� DQG�ZH� KDYH� D�
PDOH�GDQFHU�WKLV�\HDU�ZKLFK�LV�
UHDOO\�XQLTXH��:H�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�
LQFUHDVHG� VXSSRUW� IURP� WKH�
Gustavus community and Gus-
WDYXV�LV�GHÀQLWHO\�PRUH�RSHQ�WR�
XV��EXW�ZH�DUH�VWLOO�ZRUNLQJ�WR�
gain recognition and broaden 
our fan base,” Head Coach Jess 
(ULFNVRQ�VDLG�
6LQFH�EHFRPLQJ�D� FOXE� VSRUW�

WKH�WHDP�KDV�ERWK�H[SDQGHG�LQ�
VL]H�DQG�LPSURYHG�
´:H�KDYH�LPSURYHG�VR�PXFK�

VLQFH�ZH�EHFDPH�D� FOXE� VSRUW��
DQG�ZH·UH� VWLOO�ZRUNLQJ� WR� EH�
UHFRJQL]HG� DV� D� YDUVLW\� VSRUW��
:H�KDYH�JRWWHQ�D�ORW�RI�VXSSRUW�
from the Athletic Director [Tom 
%URZQ@��ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�JUHDW�µ�
2UWOLS�VDLG�
:KLOH� WKH� WHDP�ZRUNV� WR� LQ-

FUHDVH�WKH�VXSSRUW�WKH\�UHFHLYH�
from the Gustavus community, 
they have also strenghened the 
bonds they have amongst them-
selves.

“My team truly is my family, 
DQG�,�NQRZ�WKDW�VRXQGV�FOLFKH�
EXW� LW·V� WUXH��'DQFH� LV� WKH�RQH�
H[WUD�FXUULFXODU� ,� KDYH� VWXFN�
ZLWK�WKURXJKRXW�P\�WLPH�KHUH�
DW�*XVWDYXV��DQG�,�DP�VR�OXFN\�
DQG� WKDQNIXO� WKDW� ,� GLG��:H�
VXSSRUW� HDFK� RWKHU�PHQWDOO\��
HPRWLRQDOO\��DQG�SK\VLFDOO\��DQG�
ZH�FRQWLQXH� WR� LPSURYH�HYHU\�

GD\�µ�:DUQHU�VDLG�
7KH� GDQFH� WHDP·V� VHDVRQ�

LVQ·W�RYHU�\HW³WKH�WHDP�ZLOO�EH�
SHUIRUPLQJ�DW�5HOD\�)RU�/LIH�LQ�
$SULO�� LQ� DGGLWLRQ� WR� FRPSHW-
LQJ�DW�1DWLRQDOV��$W���S�P��RQ�
:HGQHVGD\��0DUFK����WKH�GDQFH�
WHDP�ZLOO�EH�KRVWLQJ�D�VHQG�RͿ�
before they travel to Anaheim 
IRU�1DWLRQDOV�RQ�0DUFK����DQG�
����$W�WKHLU�VHQG�RͿ�HYHQW��WKH�
WHDP�ZLOO� SHUIRUP� WKH� GDQFH�
WKH\�ZLOO�WDNH�WR�&DOLIRUQLD��DQG�
fans are encouraged to come 
DQG�ZDWFK�WKH�WHDP�SHUIRUP�

“Throughout the seasons, 
HYHU\WKLQJ�ZH�GR� LV� WR�ZRUN�
WRZDUG� JURZWK��:H� XVH� HDFK�
SUDFWLFH��SHUIRUPDQFH��DQG�H[-
SHULHQFH� WR�KHOS�XV� UHDFK�RXU�
JRDOV�� 7KDW·V�ZK\� ,� WKLQN�RXU�
WHDP�LV�VR�VSHFLDO��ZH�GRQ·W�WDNH�
anything for granted. Every 
WLPH�ZH� DUH� DOORZHG� WR�ZRUN�
WRJHWKHU��ZH�HPEUDFH�LW�ZKROH�
KHDUWHGO\�DQG�PDNH� LW� FRXQW�µ�
Yassin said.

“That’s why I think our 
team is so special; we 

don’t take anything for 
granted.”

—Amani Yassin



Women’s hockey captain produces on and o! the ice
Megan Tuttle

Staff Writer

Gustavus student-athlete, 
&DURO\Q� 'UDD\HU�� ZDV�
KLUHG�ODVW�VSULQJ�WR�SUR-

GXFH� WZR�SURPRWLRQDO� YLGHRV�
for the MIAC. The most recent 
YLGHR��ZKLFK�ZDV�UHOHDVHG�ODVW�
PRQWK��KLJKOLJKWV� WKH�0,$&·V�
core value of quality athletics. 
The MIAC became interested 
in Draayer after discovering her 
SURPRWLRQDO�YLGHR�IRU�WKH�*XV-
WDYXV�ZRPHQ·V� KRFNH\� WHDP��
DQG�FRQWDFWHG�*XVWDYXV·�'LUHF-
WRU�RI�6SRUWV�,QIRUPDWLRQ�(WKDQ�
$UPVWURQJ� WR�ÀQG�D�SRWHQWLDO�
FDQGLGDWH�IRU�WKH�SRVLWLRQ��
´,� WROG�WKHP�� ¶\RX�NQRZ��ZH�

have this girl, Carolyn Draayer, 
ZKR�GLG�WKHVH�YLGHRV�WKLV�\HDU�
IRU�XV�DV�MXVW�D�VLGH�SURMHFW�IRU�
DQ�LQWHUQVKLS��6KH�GLG�DZHVRPH��
,·OO�SXW�\RX�LQ�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�KHU��
,�WKLQN�VKH�PLJKW�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�·�
7KH\�FDOOHG�KHU��DQG�VKH�MXPSHG�
on board,” Armstrong said. 

Draayer traveled around to 
GLͿHUHQW�VFKRROV�LQ�WKH�FRQIHU-
ence during the summer months 
WR�VKRRW�WKH�YLGHR��7KH�SURGXF-
tion required the coordinating 
RI� DOO� ��� VFKRROV� LQ� WKH�0,$&�
DQG����VSRUWV��(DFK�VFKRRO�ZDV�
JLYHQ�D�VSRUW�WR�UHSUHVHQW��DQG�

'UDD\HU� ZRUNHG� ZLWK� HDFK�
school to recruit athletes to be 
featured in the video.  
´:H� ZDQWHG� WR� UHSUHVHQW�

DV�PDQ\� VSRUWV� DV�ZH� FRXOG�� ,�
ZRUNHG�ZLWK� WKH� VSRUWV� LQIRU-
PDWLRQ� GLUHFWRUV� DQG�ZH� DV-
VLJQHG�D� VSRUW� WR� HDFK� VFKRRO��
DQG�,�DVNHG�WKHP�LI�WKH\�FRXOG�
KHOS�PH�ÀQG�DWKOHWHV�WKDW�ZHUH�
ZLOOLQJ�WR�EH�RQ�FDPHUD��,W�ZDV�
D� ORW� RI� FRRUGLQDWLQJ�� ,·P� VWLOO�
VXUSULVHG�LW�ZRUNHG�RXW�DV�ZHOO�
as it did,” Draayer said. 

The video has not only 
ZRUNHG�WR�SURPRWH�WKH�0,$&·V�
FRUH�YDOXHV��EXW�PDNHV�D�VWDWH-
ment about the MIAC as a Divi-
sion III conference. 
´,W�SXWV�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�RQ�WKH�

FXWWLQJ�HGJH��,�ZRXOG�EHW�PRQH\�
WKDW�LI�\RX�ORRNHG�DURXQG�',,,�
conferences across the country, 
WKHUH� DUHQ·W�JRLQJ� WR�EH�PDQ\�
conferences that have a confer-
HQFH�ZLGH�YLGHR�WKDW�LV�SURPRW-
LQJ�LWV�RZQ�EUDQG�OLNH�WKLV�RQH�
is,” Armstrong said. 
1RW�RQO\�GRHV�WKH�YLGHR�SXEOL-

FL]H�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH��EXW�DOVR��WKH�
fact that a MIAC student-athlete 
ZDV�WKH�SURGXFHU�RI� LW�JLYHV� LW�
even more value, according to 
Armstrong. 

“To see that this is done by an 
DPDWHXU��OLNH�&DURO\Q��RQH�RI�WKH�
0,$&·V� DWKOHWHV�� LV� WKH� VZHHW�
SDUW� DERXW� WKLV�ZKROH� WKLQJ�µ�
Armstrong said. 

Draayer is a junior Commu-
nication Studies major that just 
VR�KDSSHQV� WR�KDYH� D�SDVVLRQ�
IRU�ÀOPPDNLQJ��$V�D�FDSWDLQ�RI�
WKH�*XVWDYXV�ZRPHQ·V�KRFNH\�
WHDP��'UDD\HU�UHSUHVHQWV�*XVWD-
YXV�DWKOHWLFV�ERWK�RQ�DQG�RͿ�WKH�
LFH�� /DVW� VHDVRQ��'UDD\HU�ZDV�
DZDUGHG�WKH�1&$$�'LYLVLRQ�,,,�

(OLWH����DZDUG��ZKLFK�LV�SUHVHQW-
ed to one student-athlete in each 
VSRUW�VSRQVRUHG�E\�WKH�1&$$��
'XULQJ�'UDD\HU·V�IUHVKPDQ�DQG�
VRSKRPRUH�\HDUV�WKH�*XVWDYXV�
:RPHQ·V�+RFNH\�WHDP�ZRQ�WKH�
MIAC regular season cham-
SLRQVKLS�DQG�SODFHG� IRXUWK� LQ�
the nation. 
+HU� LQWHUHVW� LQ� ILOPPDNLQJ�

VSDUNHG�LQ�KHU�HDUO\�KLJK�VFKRRO�
years, and has since become a 
VLGH�SURMHFW�DPRQJ�VFKRRO�DQG�
KRFNH\�

´,�WKLQN�LW·V�UHDOO\�IXQ�WR�KDYH�
D�FDPHUD�LQ�P\�KDQG��,�OLNH�WDN-
LQJ�DQ�LGHD�DQG�FRQFHSWXDOL]LQJ�
LW��WDNLQJ�VWHSV�DQG�ZDWFKLQJ�LW�
come to life,” Draayer said. 
'UDD\HU·V� WHDPPDWH�� -XQLRU�

Leah Johnson believes that de-
VSLWH�'UDD\HU·V�EXV\�VFKHGXOH��
VKH�PDQDJHV�WR�PDLQWDLQ�D�SRVL-

tive attitude that attributes to 
KHU�RZQ�SHUVRQDO� VXFFHVV�DQG�
the success of the team. 
´6KH·V�D�ELJ�HQFRXUDJHU��6KH�

LV�DOZD\V�HQFRXUDJLQJ�WKH�RWKHU�
WHDPPDWHV��ZULWLQJ�QRWHV�RI�HQ-
FRXUDJHPHQW��6KH·V�YHU\�YRFDO�
out on the ice and on the bench, 
YHU\� SRVLWLYH�� (YHQ� LI� VKH·V�
KDYLQJ�D�EDG�GD\�VKH·OO�DOZD\V�
FRPH�WR�WKH�ULQN�ZLWK�D�SRVLWLYH�
attitude,” Johnson said. 
'UDD\HU� SODQV� WR� FRQWLQXH�

ÀOPPDNLQJ��WKRXJK�VKH�LV�VWLOO�
XQVXUH�ZKHWKHU� RU� QRW� VKH� LV�
LQWHUHVWHG� LQ�SXUVXLQJ� LW� DV� D�

 
“I’m still surprised it 

worked out as well as it 
did.”

—Carolyn Draayer

“It puts the conference 
on the cutting edge. I 
would bet money that 
if you looked around 

DIII conferences across 
the country, there 

aren’t going to be many 
conferences that have a 
conference-wide video 

that is promoting its 
own brand like this one 

is.”
—Ethan Armstrong

FDUHHU�RU�NHHSLQJ�LW�DV�D�KREE\��
´,·P� VWLOO� WU\LQJ� WR�GHFLGH� LI�

LW·V� WKH� ULJKW� FDUHHU� IRU�PH�� ,�
GHÀQLWHO\�HQMR\�LW��7KLV�VXPPHU�
,·P� UHDOO\� SXUVXLQJ� D� FRXSOH�
GLIIHUHQW� RSSRUWXQLWLHV�ZLWK�
FRPSDQLHV�WKDW�,�WKLQN�FDQ�VKRZ�
PH�ZKDW�WKLV�LV�UHDOO\�OLNH�DV�D�
job,” Draayer said. 
'UDD\HU·V� SURPRWLRQDO� YLG-

HRV� DUH� DYDLODEOH� WR�ZDWFK�RQ�
WKH�0,$&·V�ZHEVLWH�XQGHU�WKH�
information tab.  
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*XVWDYXV�6SRUWV�,QIRUPDWLRQ
Carolyn Draayer (left, #18) scored the game-tying goal in last weekend’s Semi-Finals game against Bethel Univer-

sity. The Gusties went on to win the game 3-2, sending them to the MIAC Championship game on Sat. March 8th 

against St. Thomas.

*XVWDYXV�6SRUWV�,QIRUPDWLRQ
Student-Athlete Carolyn Draayer splits her time between Beck Academic Hall 

where she studies Communication Studies, the ice rink, where she is a captain 

of the women’s hockey team, and making videos. Most recently, Draayer has 

XVHG�KHU�ÀOPPDNLQJ�VNLOOV�WR�SURPRWH�0,$&�DWKOHWLFV�


