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One look at the Gusta-
vus events calendar will 
show that the days of 

January are chalk-full of events 
meant to keep boredom and the 
winter blues at bay.  However, 
January Interim’s infamous 
reputation for large amounts 
of free time (and even larger 
DPRXQWV� RI�1HWÁL[�ZDWFKLQJ��
often provides a challenge for 
the groups on campus who 
hope to get students out of their 
dorms and to on-campus activi-
WLHV���7KLV�\HDU��WKH�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�
cold weather provided another 
obstacle for groups hoping to 
raise their event attendance 

levels. 
One of the primary sponsors 

for campus events, the Gusta-
vus Campus Activities Board, 
was hard at work this Janu-
ary Interim, organizing many 
events, including Pinterest Par-
ties, Medallion Hunt, Blazin’ 
Challenge, Knitting Nights, Fear 
Factor, and Zombie Week. 

First Year Ben Michalicek, 
coordinator of the January In-

terim Zombie Week, counts his 
particular event as a success, 
topping out at 124 student par-
ticipants. Complete with hilari-
ous “infection” stories posted 
to a Facebook group page, this 
popular event mimicked the 
game, “Assassins,” in which 
participants receive a “target” 
that they must “infect” in order 
to receive a new target. The 
stakes were high for the par-
ticipants of this ongoing event; 
Zombie Week’s Grand Prize 
was a choice between a Wiiu or 
Kindle Fire.
)LUVW�<HDU�1LFROH�3H[D�� 6HF-

retary of the January Interim 
Campus Activities Board Com-
mittee, noted that this year’s 

unique events, such as Fear 
Factor, really drew in a crowd. 

“Fear factor was definitely 
popular . . . I think it’s because 
people like to see other people 
in pain. The same was true for 
WKH� %OD]LQ·� &KDOOHQJH�µ� 3H[D�
said.
0LFKDOLFHN� DOVR� UHÁHFWHG�RQ�

what he considered to be the 
highlight of the Fear Factor 
Event. “People had to put crick-
ets into their mouths and then 
spit them into a bucket, which 
I thought was the best because 
when they declared that there 
ZDV�ÀYH� VHFRQGV� OHIW�� WKLV�NLG�
who was really intent on win-
ning, rather than putting one 
cricket in his mouth at a time, 

he just took the bag and poured 
them all into his mouth,” Mi-
chalicek said. 

Aside from the impressive 
prizes and people-watching op-
portunities that drew students 
out to the events, some events 
that were offered promised 
to teach a new skill. Knitting 
1LJKWV� DQG� WKH� 6HOI�'HIHQVH�
Class each attracted a good-
sized audience. “I really loved 
JRLQJ�WR�NQLWWLQJ�QLJKWV�µ�3H[D�
said. “It gave me chance to learn 
something new and all of the 
people were willing to help me 
with anything I needed.”

First Year Tatianna Thurik, co-
planner of the popular Wednes-
day night Pinterest Parties, 

enjoyed being more involved in 
the planning process.

 “Over J-Term the roles re-
verse and the committee mem-
EHUV�EHFRPH�H[HFXWLYHV��DQG�VR�
we [the committee members] 
were actually the ones doing 
all the planning of the events,” 
7KXULN�H[SODLQHG��

Michalicek noted that the 
planning, although time-con-
suming, was rewarding.

“I spent time looking over 
everything from last year and 
deciding if there was anything 
,�ZDQWHG� WR� IL[� RU� DQ\WKLQJ� ,�
wanted to change, then made 
additions and subtractions,” 
Michalicek said. 

Many of the January Interim 
event coordinators were young-
HU��ÀUVW�WLPH�SODQQHUV��KRZHYHU��
with the help of Campus Ac-
WLYLWLHV�%RDUG�([HFXWLYHV�� WKH\�
learned how to plan successful 
events. The younger age of the 
planners correlates to the age of 
the students who are usually on 
campus over January Interim, 
and therefore, news about many 
events was easily spread by 
word of mouth. 

“We have so many events 
over J-Term because we want 
to encourage students to make 
positive choices, since most 
schedules tend to be very loose 
and allow a lot of free time we 
want to give students the op-
portunity to use that freedom 
in a productive and safe way,” 
Michalicek said.

Campus Activities Board will 
continue to impress during 
spring semester with events 
such as, bingo and Gustie Cup, 
as well as the highly anticipated 
Big Concert and President’s 
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TKH� &HQWHU� IRU� 6HUYDQW�
Leadership will be host-
LQJ� WKH� DQQXDO� 6XPPHU�

Camp Fair on Tuesday, Feb. 11 
in Alumni Hall. The fair will 
feature representatives from 
almost 30 camps from a variety 
of states, including Montana, 
Colorado, Idaho, and of course, 
Minnesota. 
$VVLVWDQW�'LUHFWRU� IRU�9RFD-

tion and Integrative Learning 
and Mentoring Program Coor-
dinator Amy Pehrson is organiz-
ing the fair. 

“Many of the camps are more 
like a typical church camp, 
EXW�QRW�DOO�RI�WKHP��6R�WKHUH�LV�
a wide variety in the types of 
camps and there is also a wide 
variety of types of positions 
WKDW� WKH\�DUH� ORRNLQJ�WR�ÀOO��VR�
from a typical camp counselor 
to maybe a nurse or a music 
program director, that type of 

thing,” Pehrson said. 
Camp staff at the fair will 

be available to answer ques-
tions, provide applications, 
DQG� VFKHGXOH� LQWHUYLHZV�� 6WX-
dents who attend the fair are 
welcome to bring a résumé and 
come prepared for an interview. 
However, the fair is also open to 
students who want more infor-
mation about working at a camp 
this summer or in the future.
6RSKRPRUH�/RJDQ�%RHVH�KDV�

worked as a summer camp 
counselor for the past two years 
and hopes to move on to a lead-
ership role or work in a related 
ÀHOG� WKLV� VXPPHU��%RHVH��ZKR�
plans to work in some aspect of 
ministry upon graduation, has 
found that working in a camp 
setting provides valuable  work 
H[SHULHQFH�
´,�ÀQG�WKDW�LW·V�UHZDUGLQJ�WR�

see the impact from the begin-
ning of the week to the end of 
WKH�ZHHN��'HSHQGLQJ�RQ�ZKDW�
type of camp you have, some-

times campers come in and they 
are super shy and don’t want 
WR� WDON�� 6RPHWLPHV� WKH\� FRPH�
in and they’re a terror on your 
hands, and you don’t know 
what to do with them. But by 
the end of the week, seeing the 
bonds that you formed with 
them, seeing all the different 
ways that you reached out is 
great,” Boese said. 

Although rewarding, Bo-
ese agreed that working at a 
VXPPHU� FDPS� LV�GHÀQLWHO\� DQ�
H[KDXVWLQJ�MRE��´,W�WDNHV�D�WROO��
it’s super long. You’re on call 
24 hours a day, you techni-
cally work about 23 hours a 
day. There are always different 
things going on, I mean you 
wear a lot of different hats; 
you’re a teacher, a counselor, a 
mentor, a lifeguard, just a whole 
bunch of different things, it 
encompasses so much,” Boese 
said. 

Pehrson also addressed the 
monetary concerns that often 

come with a camp job. “I think 
that sometimes what people 
think about is that you don’t 
make a lot of money working 
at camp, but you actually can, 
by the time you think about 
the money that you have saved 
because you’re not commuting 

and you’re not needing to make 
lunches or you’re not needing to 
EX\�FORWKHV�IRU�DQ�RIÀFH�MRE�RU�
something,” Pehrson said. 
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Summer camp fair offers employment opportunities
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CAB gets creative with January Interim events 

“We have so many 
events over J-Term 

because we want to 
encourage students 

to make positive 
choices.”

— Ben Michalicek

continued on Page 2
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Monday, January 27
��$�&ROOHJH�HPSOR\HH�UHSRUWHG�
an accident that happened in-
volving a Gustavus vehicle.
�5HVLGHQWLDO�/LIH�VWDII�DQG�&DP-
SXV�6DIHW\� UHVSRQGHG� WR�GDP-
age to property/vandalism 
and a College policy violation 
LQ� 6RKUH�+DOO� LQYROYLQJ� WZR�
students.

Tuesday, January 28 
�&DPSXV�6DIHW\� UHVSRQGHG� WR�
a report of a student missing 
in North Hall. The student was 
located and cited for underage 
consumption.

Wednesday, January 29 
�$�&ROOHJLDWH� )HOORZ� GRFX-
mented an alcohol violation 
in North Hall involving two 
students.
�$�&ROOHJLDWH� )HOORZ� GRFX-
mented an alcohol violation 
in North Hall involving one 
student.
�&DPSXV�6DIHW\�UHVSRQGHG�WR�D�
report of suspicious activity in 
Uhler Hall.

Thursday, January 30 
�&ROOHJLDWH�)HOORZV�UHVSRQGHG�
WR�DQ�DOFRKRO�YLRODWLRQ�LQ�6RKUH�
Hall involving one student.
�$�VWXGHQW�ZKLOH�LQ�6RXWKZHVW�
Hall was cited by Campus 
6DIHW\� IRU�XQGHUDJH�FRQVXPS-
tion of alcohol.
�&DPSXV� VDIHW\� UHVSRQGHG� WR�
a medical assist in the Physical 
Plant North shop.
�&DPSXV�6DIHW\� UHVSRQGHG� WR�
a medical assist in the Johnson 
6WXGHQW�8QLRQ�

‘Summer camps’ con-
tinued from page 1

Aside from church camps, the 
fair will also feature employ-
ment opportunities for day 
camps, camps for kids with dis-
abilities, and adventure camps. 
Pehrson reiterated that the 
camps are looking for enthu-
siastic students with different 
interests. 

“I have gotten a lot of feed-

back over the years that summer 
camps are looking for the type of 
people that are Gusties. Gusties 
are hard workers. Gusties are 
motivated, they follow through, 
WKH\�KDYH� DOO� RI� WKH�TXDOLÀFD-
tions that these camps are look-
ing for,” Pehrson said.

The fair seeks to take some 
of the work of researching and 
contacting summer camps out 
of the equation for notoriously 
busy Gustavus students.  

 “I think the fair is run espe-
cially well. All of the camps just 

come in and set up. It’s sort of 
like a college fair. The people 
are really welcoming; they love 
to chat,” Boese said. 

The fair will be held in the 
Jackson Campus Center ban-
quet rooms from 10:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on Tuesday.

“It is a great opportunity for 
our students to think about the 
world of work, in terms of the 
summer, especially in places 
where you can really make your 
life count,” Pehrson said.

Campus Safety Report
�$�VWXGHQW�UHSRUWHG�D�WKHIW�IURP�
D�YHKLFOH� LQ� WKH�&ROOHJH�9LHZ�
parking lot.

Friday, January 31 
No incidents reported

Saturday, February 1
No incidents reported

Sunday, February 2 
�2QH� QRQ�*XVWDYXV� VWXGHQW�
ZDV� FLWHG� E\�&DPSXV� 6DIHW\�
with reckless driving and was 
issued a citation for driving 
DIWHU�KRXUV�RQ�SHUPLW�E\�WKH�6W��
3HWHU�3ROLFH�'HSDUWPHQW�� �7KH�
juvenile driver and the juvenile 
passenger were also trespassed 
from campus.
�&DPSXV�6DIHW\� UHVSRQGHG� WR�
an alcohol violation in Pittman 
Hall involving three students. 
One student was cited for un-
derage consumption and a 
College policy violation. One 
student was cited for underage 
possession. One student was 
cited for failure to comply with 
D�&ROOHJH�RIÀFLDO�

Tip of the Week:

Winter Weather - Pedestrian 
Safety

Please be aware of pedestrian 
safety during the snow and ice 
VHDVRQ��9HKLFOHV�KDYH�D�KDUGHU�
time stopping on slippery sur-
faces and snow piles can block 
a driver’s view of pedestrians.  
Keep your eyes and ears on 
what’s going on around you.  

Use sidewalks that have al-
ready been cleared when avail-
able.  If you are coming out 
from behind a snowbank, stop 
first and check to see if it is 
safe. You may be less visible 
because snow piles or glare off 
of the snow, always check before 
entering or crossing a roadway. 
6WD\� DZD\� IURP� URDGV� DQG�

sidewalks when plows are try-
ing to clear the snow, and from 
sanders as they treat the road 
VXUIDFH�� �'RQ·W�ZDON� LQ� IURQW�
of snow plows!  Make sure the 
driver sees you and wait for 
them to pass before crossing. 
&RQWDFW�3K\VLFDO�3ODQW��[������

to report slippery areas or those 
that need to be cleared.
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Streep, Roberts star in August: Osage County

Meryl Streep, utterly 
amazing as always, 
plays Violet Weston, 

the silver-tongued matriarch of 
a dysfunctional Southern fami-
ly. Suffering from mouth cancer 
and an addiction to prescription 
pills, it quickly becomes evident 
that the mouth cancer is a result 
of the poisonous remarks she 
and her relatives sling at each 
other. This hostile environment 
eventually drives her husband 
to suicide and her adult chil-
dren away. The character is 
oddly familiar, like everyone’s 
grandmother who unabashedly 
spews racist remarks at the din-
ner table, or that cousin who 
comes around every now and 
then asking for money.

Julia Roberts plays opposite 
Streep as Weston’s eldest, and 
most disillusioned, daughter 
Barbara. We watch as Barbara 
transforms into her mother as 
her marriage simultaneously 

GLVVROYHV��%DUEDUD� H[HPSOLÀHV�
the unavoidable truth that no 
matter the imposed distance or 
amount of concentrated effort 
we eventually become our par-
ents. Despite the cantankerous 
nature of the main characters, 
we in the audience feel their 
pain (both physical and emo-
tional), loss, and genuinely want 
to see their problems resolved, 
yearning for them to be happy, 
which speaks to the acting abil-
ity and screen presence of Streep 
and Roberts. These women 
made their characters both scary 
and loveable. 

August: Osage County has 
drug use, death, divorce, incest, 
and a little bit of everything, but 
LV�E\�QR�PHDQV�D�IHHO�JRRG�ÀOP��

Supporting characters buoy the 
plot with some comedic relief: 
a vegetarian daughter and a 
ÁLJKW\�DXQW�JRW� D� IHZ� ODXJKV��
yet their stories all trail off to-
wards disaster with the rest of 
WKH�ÀOP��

Sitting in the movie theater 
was like sitting in a car driving 
on the interstate, possibly dur-
ing a snowstorm, and you see a 
car slip on the fresh snow and 
VSLQ�LQWR�RQFRPLQJ�WUDIÀF��\RX�
watch helplessly as glass shat-
ters, metal bends and airbags 

deploy. Watching August: Osage 
County was like watching a car 
crash or a sinking ship: there 
was nothing you could do but 
watch, pity the victims, and be 
thankful that this time it wasn’t 
you.
,�JLYH�WKLV�ÀOP�WKUHH�RXW�RI�ÀYH�

stars because the roles were well 

cast, well acted, and the char-
acters were real and believable, 
but I deduct two stars because 
the plot was a touch monotone 
and despite the weight life can 
LQÁLFW�XSRQ�XV� LQ� WKH�ZRUVW�RI�
WLPHV��WKLV�ÀOP�ODFNHG�DQ\�KRSH�
or forward momentum. We 
were trapped right alongside 

Creative Commons
Meryl Streep and Julia Roberts go head to head in the screen adaptation of Tracy Letts’s 2007 Pulitzer Prize-winning 
drama August: Osage County.

Mars’s halftime performance out of this world

Daniel Ly
Staff Writer

Amid the massacre known 
as Super Bowl XLVIII, a 
young performer took 

the stage of MetLife Stadium 
and presented the world with 
his art. Bruno Mars, coming 
fresh from a recent Grammy 
award, offered a show that 
was as exciting as it was wel-
coming. Mars’s performance 
had an undisguised feeling of 
classy showmanship that was 
reminiscent of classic Michael 
Jackson. From the quality vocals 
WR�KLV�ÁDVK\�GDQFH�PRYHV��0DUV�
might just be in the running for 
the successor to the late King 
of Pop.

Initially, when Bruno Mars 
was selected to perform at this 
year’s Super Bowl, many people 
had thought the committee had 
made a poor decision. Being 28, 

0DUV� LV� VLJQLÀFDQWO\� \RXQJHU�
and less established than all of 
his predecessors from the last 
decade. Along with that, having 
only released two albums, many 
thought he lacked the repertoire 
to deliver enough familiar songs 
to the wide age range of the 
national viewers. The decision 
to have Bruno Mars perform, 
though, paid off to the tune 
of 115.3 million viewers, the 
all-time largest audience for a 
Super Bowl Halftime Show.

When Mars took the stage on 

his drum set following a choral 
rendition of his hit single “Bil-
lionaire,” he immediately made 
the audience aware of his status 
as a high caliber musician. 
Watching Mars play the drums 
reminds me that he is a man 
of many talents, which should 
not come as a surprise because 
the music industry is full of tal-
ented artists. The real surprise 
that I found refreshing was 
Mars’s live vocal talents. After 
the huge amounts of negative 
backlash over lip-syncing in the 

past few years, the Super Bowl 
made a smart decision booking 
an artist who could actually 
perform live. His ability to bel-
ORZ�RXW�QRWHV�ZLWK�VXFK�ÀQHVVH�
and soul was welcoming in a 
time when most studio artists 
rely on heavy amounts of edit-
ing and auto tuning to produce 
their sound. I’m talking about 
you, Fergie from the Black-Eyed 
Peas circa 2011. 

An important highlight of 
the show was the use of lights 
to accent Mars’s performance. 
With all of the backup perform-
ers clad in gold and backed by 
hundreds upon hundreds of 
dazzling lights, Mars literally 
shined on stage. In addition, 
football fans in the stands were 
given special light-up hats that 
produced a glittering effect that 
added something to see for the 
viewers at home. 

Following Mars’s “Runaway 
Baby,” the Red Hot Chili Pep-
pers took the stage with “Give 
It Away.” Many viewers found 
this performance controversial 
because, on closer inspection, 
neither the guitar nor the bass 
were plugged in. When asked 
about this later, Flea, the bass-
ist of the band, revealed that 
this was due to an NFL policy 
and that under any other cir-
cumstances, the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers would have played the 
show live.

“When we were asked by 
the NFL and Bruno to play 
our song ‘Give It Away’ at the 
Super Bowl, it was made clear 
to us that the vocals would be 
live, but the bass, drums, and 
guitar would be pre-recorded,” 
Flea said.

The NFL forbids live instru-
mentals during the halftime 
performance due to the fear 
of technical errors ruining the 
viewers’ experience. The band 
members played their instru-
ments regardless, and though 
they could have plugged them 
in to give the audience an illu-
sion of live performance, they 
chose not to because they didn’t 
want to pretend. Regardless 
of this controversy, there is 
something to be said about all 
of the performers’ dedication to 
showmanship.

The show wrapped up with 
a heartfelt version of Mars’s 
breakout single “Just the Way 
You Are” that began with a 
dedication to the U.S. Armed 
Forces. During this song, Bruno 
Mars gave a performance that 
was enough to bring tears to 
viewers’ eyes and proved to 
many that he is a performer 
that has truly mastered the art 
of singing.

Rebecca Hare
28-year-old Bruno Mars outperforms audience expectations on the Super 
Bowl XLVIII Halftime Show.

“Watching August: 

Osage County was like 
watching a car crash

or a sinking ship...”

Violet and Barbara in Osage 
County, left to endure the late 
summer heat of August without 
hope or relief.
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THE SOCIAL NETWORK 
@GUSTAVUS 

      

It was a normal December afternoon 
when Alex Peck returned home to 
ÀQG�D�IUHVKO\�VHDOHG�OHWWHU�IURP�*XV-

tavus Adolphus College waiting for him 
RQ�WKH�FRXQWHU��+LV�RUGLQDU\�'HFHPEHU�
DIWHUQRRQ� VRRQ� WXUQHG� H[WUDRUGLQDU\�
ZKHQ�KH�RSHQHG�WKH�OHWWHU�WR�ÀQG�D�FRQ-
ÀUPDWLRQ�RI�KLV�DFFHSWDQFH�WR�*XVWDYXV�
Adolphus College. 

Like most prospective students, he 
ZDV� WKLUVW\� WR� ÀQG� RXW� H[DFWO\� ZKDW�
he would be committing to before he 
PDGH� D� ÀQDO� GHFLVLRQ�� 7KH� WHPSWLQJ�
SDPSKOHWV� DQG� RIÀFLDO� OHWWHUV� ZHUH� DOO�
ÀQH��EXW�3HFN�QHHGHG�LQVLJKW�IURP�UHDO�
students.  So he sought the guidance of 
his older cousin who had graduated in 
1996. She was able to share with him 
KHU�H[SHULHQFHV��VROLGLI\LQJ��IRU�KLP��KLV�
SODFH�DW�*XVWDYXV�������
´,� UHDOL]HG� WKDW� KHDULQJ� P\� FRXVLQ·V�

ÀUVW�KDQG�H[SHULHQFHV�ZHUH�PXFK�PRUH�
EHQLÀFLDO�WR�PH�WKDQ�WKH�EURFKXUHV�DQG�
pamphlets I had been receiving from 
*XVWDYXV�µ�3HFN�VDLG��
3HFN��ZKR� LV� QRZ� D� ÀUVW�\HDU�� LV� MXVW�

RQH� RI� PDQ\� VWXGHQWV� ZKR� XWLOL]H� D�
more hands-on approach to discovering 
LQIRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� WKHLU� FROOHJH��7RGD\��
face-to-face discussion and social media 
provide an uncensored peek at univer-
sities. For colleges competing to attract 
ÀUVW�FKRLFH�VWXGHQWV��EURFKXUHV�DQG�OHW-
WHUV�QR�ORQJHU�VXIÀFH�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ��
6FKRROV� OLNH� *XVWDYXV� DUH� UHDFKLQJ�

out to engage with prospective students 
on social media sites like Facebook and 
7ZLWWHU�� 7KH\·UH� DOVR� ÀQGLQJ� WKDW� FUH-
ative features such as student blogs and 

videos are more effective lures to stu-
GHQWV� WKDQ� D� SXUHO\� LQIRUPDWLRQDO� RQ-
line presence. 
&ROOHJH�DGPLVVLRQV�RIÀFHUV�DUH�OHDUQ-

ing to seek and interact with students 
ZKHUH� WKH\� KDQJ� RXW� EHVW�� RQOLQH��
7KH\·UH�DOVR�OHDUQLQJ�WR�XWLOL]H�D�FUHDWLYH�
online presence for those who need a 
VXEVWLWXWH�WR�SK\VLFDO�FROOHJH�YLVLWV�

As social media continues to expand 
within universities, so do the social plat-
forms utilized. As students look for new 
places to explore, Facebook is no longer 
WKH� RQO\� VRFLDO� JLDQW� WKDW� FROOHJHV� DUH�
learning to use. 

Since 2012, institutions have be-
gan using apps such as Instagram and 
7ZLWWHU�PRVWO\�WR�FDWHU�WR�WKUHH�GLVWLQFW�
JURXSV��SURVSHFWLYH� VWXGHQWV� VHDUFKLQJ�
IRU� D� KRPH� DZD\� IURP� KRPH�� FXUUHQW�
students sharing their own residential 
experiences, and alumni reminiscing 
about their time on campus.
7KHVH�WKUHH�GLVWLQFW�JURXSV�KDYH�EHHQ�

XWLOL]HG� E\� *XVWDYXV� WKURXJK� WKHLU�
)DFHERRN�DQG�7ZLWWHU�SDJHV�� LQFOXGLQJ�
2YHUKHDUG� DW� *XVWDYXV� DQG� *XVWDYXV�
Adolphus College, among others. 
:KLOH� WKHVH� SODWIRUPV� KDYH� MXVW� EH-

JXQ�WR�EH�XWLOL]HG�E\�XQLYHUVLWLHV�RQ�WKH�
computer, the attention has shifted to 
platforms that are optimized for mobile 
use and excel at one task like Instagram 
GRHV�ZLWK�SKRWRJUDSK\��
%\� FUHDWLQJ� DQG� PDLQWDLQLQJ� ,QVWD-

gram accounts, universities have found 
D� VLPSOH�� QRW� WR� PHQWLRQ� IUHH�� ZD\� WR�
interact with students where email and 
other forms of communication could go 
unnoticed.

@Jaurdyndobler

Social media changes social networks in college 

&2//(*(�678'(176�
$1'�62&,$/�1(7:25.6�

94 RI�ÀUVW�\HDU�FROOHJH�
%

students use social meda sites 
7+(�0267�
3238/$5�
6,7(6�)25�
352)(66256

 57%
 49%
 11%

      engage in social media 

%
       of college professors

������DV�D�SDUW�RI�WKHLU�MRE

1XPEHU�RI
colleges using 
social media to 

recruit prospective 
students, connect with 

current students and 
DOXPQL��DQG�UDLVH�PRQH\

%
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78% of people 
trust peers
14% of people 
trust ads
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Jaurdyn Gilliss
 Features Editor 

@GustavianWeekly

@GustieProbs

@ShtNoGustieSays

#unicats #ReginaSpector

 #awkward #retro

#Candyrun 
#FunatGustavus

#Familytime 

#ELJÀVK
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#deepconversations 
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@GustieLoveCon

@TheFourthCrown
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The young celebrity singer 
Justin Bieber recently 
made headlines for yet 

more infamous behavior. He 
was arrested for street racing his 
/DPERUJKLQL�XQGHU�WKH�LQÁXHQFH�
of a cocktail of drugs, including 
alcohol, marijuana, and Xanax. 
Bieber is just one of many young 
celebrities following this trend 
of childhood stardom to adult 
infamy. 

There have been previous 
complaints about the singer’s 
behavior, reports of spending 
time and money on prostitutes, 
assaulting his limousine 
driver, spitting on fans, being 
a neighborhood menace, and 
much more. The internet has 
erupted with doubtable but 
hopeful rumors that the singer 
will be deported to Canada. 
His parade of f*** bombs and 
belligerent attitude toward 
the police after some drunken 

If you give a child star attention...
street racing reveals more than 
just a bad attitude. Bieber was 
downright dangerous. There 
are serious concerns that his 
celebrity status and deep pockets 
will save Bieber from facing any 
real consequences for his actions.

Of course, Justin Bieber is 
just one of many child stars 
that has grown from an idol 
for youngsters to a criminal. 
Amanda Bynes met a premature 
end to her acting career after 
hit and run charges, possession 
of marijuana, tossing a bong 
out her window, a brief time in 
WUHDWPHQW�� DQG�D�ÀQDO�GLDJQRVLV�
of schizophrenia. Lindsey Lohan 
pulled a Freaky Friday level 
personality switch from talented 
actress to rehab rebounder. Her 
career started in fashion when 
she was just three years old. 
However, her success as an 
actress, model, and recording 
artist has been over shadowed 
by her struggles with drugs and 
alcohol and her visits to rehab. 
Lohan’s legal issues, including 
theft, led to sentences of 
community service and a period 
of house arrest. She has become 
the butt of many a late night 
talk-show joke, and her name 
has become nearly synonymous 
with train wreck. 

Miley Cyrus is yet another 
celebrity that started her career 
in innocent roles and has since, 
uh, matured to more adult 
performances. Daughter of 
country singer Billy Ray Cyrus, 
she began her singing and acting 
career as the Disney character 
Hannah Montana. She enjoyed 
D� ÁRXULVKLQJ�� DJH�DSSURSULDWH�

career, touring her “Best of Both 
Worlds” and co-writing many of 
her own songs. She even spent 
time exploring more mature 
acting roles. 

Then, in 2013, after a called-off 
engagement to Liam Hemsworth, 
Miley broke out with a very 
different image packed with 
bizarre costumes, wild style, and 
completely different new pieces 
to perform. Although Miley has 
thus far managed to maintain 
an extremely successful career, 
her explicit music videos and 
open drug use have completely 
changed public perception 
of the young celebrity. Much 
of her renewed popularity is 
rooted in a mixture of talent 
and controversy. They say any 
publicity is good publicity, and 
we can’t seem to stop talking 
about what on earth she is doing.

It’s hard to say what the cause 
of this phenomenon really is. 
After all, it’s not all that unusual 
for teenagers to experiment 
and take risks. Perhaps the 
poor choices made by some 
young celebrities have nothing 
to do with their fame. Their 
behavior is just scrutinized more 
thoroughly because they are in 
the limelight. Or perhaps the 
public develops unrealistic ideas 
of who these celebs are based on 
the characters they play. Perhaps 
it’s unfair to expect child stars to 
grow up to be role models. But 
there are clear instances of fame 
and fortune twisting charming 
children into rotten eggs. 

An article by Mara Wilson, the 
adorable girl we all remember 
from Matilda, points to some of 

the reasons child stars go bad. 
As a child star who managed to 
move on to a successful career 
as a playwright and writer 
without scandal, Wilson points 
to the support of her parents. 
Unlike many child star parents, 
who push their baby into the 
spotlight, Wilson’s parents made 
sure to keep her grounded. 

“My parents tried to keep me 
grounded: they made me share 
a room with my sister, kept me 
in public elementary school, and 
encouraged me to think of acting 
as just a hobby,” Wilson said in 
the article.

Wilson also points to the risks 
of exposing a child to the ruthless 
and very adult environment of 

Hollywood. Teenage years are 
vulnerable enough without the 
attention of the public watching 
every step of puberty. Kids 
brought up in the acting world 
DOVR� KDYH� GLIÀFXOW\� UHWXUQLQJ�
to normalcy. After skimming 
through their early education, 
child stars don’t know where 
else to take their lives besides the 
spotlight. 

College and family life is a 
rare choice for children raised 
in the spotlight. Pitfalls of drugs 
abuse and scandal are just too 
common. Children exposed to 
such demanding, public, and 
high paying careers at such a 
young age have serious struggles 
achieving stability.

Molly Butler
A & E Editor

The download

Don’t believe in bad parenting? Give your child a yellow Lamborghini, and 
soon you’ll be a Belieber.

Creative Commons

Mason Kruize
Opinion Columnist

Though funds are often 
tight, college kids still 
seem to take meticulous 

care when it comes to selecting 
our wardrobe. Students want to 
ORRN�JRRG��IHHO�FRQÀGHQW��DQG�WU\�
to catch the attention of friends 
and potential partners.

While it’s sensible for us to care 
about our appearance and style, 
it should also be a priority for 
ourselves to be knowledgeable 

about the brands we are buying. 
Abercrombie & Fitch (A&F) has 
been among the most successful 
retail chains since it opened in 
1892 with a target market of 18 
to 22 year olds. Along with its 
offshoot brands, A&F has over 
300 stores in the U.S. and is 
expanding globally. It continues 
to maintain steady competition 
with its rival retailers, American 
Eagle and Aeropostale, despite 
having slightly more expensive 
retail.

A&F is currently run by CEO 
Mike Jeffries and has been under 
his leadership since 1984. Since 
then, A&F has seen some notable 
changes in employee regulations 
and marketing strategies. 
In October 2012, Bloomberg 
1HZV� ÀUVW� UHSRUWHG� RQ� -HIIULHV·�
unconventional standards for 
his cabin crew on Abercrombie’s 
Gulfstream G-V Jet. The male 
models that work as stewards 
aboard the company jet are 
required to wear Abercrombie-
branded polo’s, jeans, boxer 
EULHIV�� DQG� ÁLS�ÁRSV� DV� SDUW� RI�

their uniform, as well as a spritz 
of cologne. This information 
then came to light as a result of 
a lawsuit that claimed Jeffries 
ÀUHG� KLV� RZQ� MHW� SLORW� LQ� RUGHU�
to replace him with a much 
younger man.

In response to the criticisms of 
his practices, Jefferies had this to 
say about his marketing strategy:
“In every school there are the 
cool and popular kids, and then 
there are the not-so-cool kids… 
We go after the cool kids. We go 
after the attractive all-American 
kid with a great attitude and a lot 
of friends. A lot of people don’t 
belong [in our clothes], and they 
can’t belong.” 

Currently, though it offers XL 
and larger for men, A&F Co. 
does not include clothing larger 
than a size ten for women. There 
have been various occasions 
where A&F has been forced to 
remove “offensive” T-shirts, 
such as in 2004 when there was 
a line of shirts featuring the 
phrase, “It’s All Relative In West 
Virginia,” alluding to incest, and 

again in 2009 with the A&F back-
to-school collection. The humor 
tees had phrases, such as “Show 
the twins,” picturing a young 
woman with her blouse open 
to two men. Two other shirts 
A&F removed after protest had 
the phrases “Female Streaking 
Encouraged” and “Female 
Students Wanted for Sexual 
Research.”

An even more controversial 
piece of Mike Jeffries’s legacy 
is A&F’s periodical, A&F 
Quarterly. Initially running from 
1997-2003 and having exclusive 
2008 and 2010 releases, A&F 
Quarterly received criticism for 
its sexually graphic pictures and 
“malicious intent” to a target 
audience of 18 to 22 year olds. 
Featuring nude photos of both 
male and female models, along 
with photos simulating group 
sex, the periodical has been 
deemed obscene by those who 
have protested the publication. 
Several former A&F models 
have revealed that many of 
them did not want to be sexually 

exploited or photographed in 
such a way, but participation 
was encouraged by the threat of 
job loss.

This article isn’t an attempt 
to change you or force you to 
shop at a particular place. What 
should be taken away from this 
article is the idea that you should 
know something about where 
you shop. Ask yourself; why am 
I purchasing this merchandise? 
What am I supporting? Is this 
clothing really expressing who I 
am? Am I doing this because it’s 
popular or culturally expected?

Never be afraid to worry about 
how you look or what you wear; 
it’s natural to treat yourself to 
something which you believe 
looks good on you and you feel 
is worth it. The only thing I ask 
you to do is to think carefully 
about all of the factors involved 
in what clothing you buy.

What am I really wearing?
The masonater
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A lasting impression
Roland in the deep

Who wears the pants?
Fancy that

gimmick; on Facebook you 
have a network of all of the 
people you know, on Twitter 
you can spill your opinions 
on an unsuspecting world of 
readers, and on Pinterest you 
can look at pictures. However 
mundane these might seem, 
social media creates a portfolio 
of an individual simply based on 
their behavior online.

This amazing method of mass 
communication also makes use 
of the Internet to cover global 
events, such as coverage of the 
war in Syria, protests in the 
Ukraine, and even the hotel 
horror stories coming out of the 
Sochi Olympics. This capacity, 
however, is only matched by its 
ability to destroy the individual. 
After all, if you are pouring your 
soul onto the Internet, is there 
any room for privacy?

In the professional world 
careers can be made and 
demolished in the blink of 
an eye, for example, the 
“inappropriate tweet.” This 
concept is not unique to Twitter, 
but has become common across 
the Internet. It entails two things, 
ÀUVW� WKDW� VRPHRQH� KDV� SRVWHG�

Ranging from Miranda 
Sings to President Obama 
and even Helen Keller, 

everyone alive or dead is likely 
represented on social media. 
Social media sites like Twitter, 
Facebook, and Tumblr have given 
people a vector to communicate 
their opinions about anything 
under the sun to the entire world 
instantaneously. Social media for 
better, or for worse, has driven 
its tendrils deep into the lives of 
our species, and it’s not likely to 
come undone.

Each website has its own 

something that is not socially 
acceptable on social media, and 
second that the post became 
popular enough to make the 
person in question look bad, and 
moreover, their company. The 
result is often a slap on the wrist, 
but also can include termination, 
such as a PR executive who 
reportedly posted a racist tweet 
about AIDS in Africa, and was 
VXEVHTXHQWO\� ÀUHG� IURP� KHU�
position in the company. She was 
quoted as being ashamed of her 
actions and bought the bullet for 
public, social faux pas.

In a world with such a 
complicated mix of overt and 
FRYHUW��LW�LV�GLIÀFXOW�WR�JUDVS�WKH�
correct way to act online. Even 
though you might not have your 
name attached to your Twitter, 
it doesn’t mean people can’t 
ÀQG� \RX��:KHQ�ZH� ORRN� DW� WKH�
case of Amanda Todd, a regular 
teenage girl who looked for 
friendship online and instead 
found the cyber bully who drove 
her to suicide, the identity of the 
bully was not known until the 
hack-tavist group, Anonymous, 
tracked the computer he used 
and ousted him to the public.

Now these are extreme 
examples of social media 
gone awry, but they are not 
as removed from Gustavus as 
some might think. Even small 
cases of students complaining 
about other students can quickly 
become big issues. Perhaps it 
won’t be publicized to the entire 
world and punished for the cruel 
nature of the post, but it can still 
do a great deal of harm to other 
people by unleashing the plague 
of drama on people who don’t 
want anything to do with it.

Of course people are going 
to be rude to other people, 
and I know that we don’t live 
in a perfect world, but that 
shouldn’t excuse people using 

the relative anonymity of the 
Internet to create a passive-
aggressive paradise to complain 
about the world they live in. The 
implications of such actions are at 
best cruel and unnecessary, and 
at worst can come back to haunt 
the author with a vengeance.

So please if you are having 
a problem with someone, talk 
to him or her about it, if you 
are having a problem with 
the campus or a job, talk to an 
administrator. But above all 
else, don’t make a bad situation 
potentially worse by stabbing 
someone or something in the 
back online. What is written 
on the Internet cannot be easily 
erased, it is lasting, indelible ink.

David Roland
Opinion Editor

Jeans have invaded our 
campus, our closets, and 
Gustavus. Sitting in the 

Courtyard, almost every person 
must be wearing jeans, and yet 
WKHUH�LV�DQ�REYLRXV�VSOLW�LQ�WKH�ÀW�
and style of all the jeans I can see. 

The tighter, shapelier jeans, 
without exception, belong to 
the women; the looser, straight 
jeans belong to the men. Even 
those few guys walking around 
in skinny jeans have the luxury 
of a straight cut and some wiggle 
room. Thinking this over, it 
seems silly. Fundamentally, all 
jeans are made out of the same, 

tough thick cotton and are 
meant for casualness, comfort, 
practicality, and yes—style; but 
most importantly any type of 
pants are meant to protect you 
from the considerably harsh 
elements we experience here 
in this frigid wasteland called 
Minnesota.

The more I look around, the 
more annoyed I become. After 
all, a pair of jeans can easily ruin 
anyone’s day. I can see perfectly 
in my mind’s eye a scenario in 
which I go to the dressing room 
of a department store with 20 
pairs of the most boa constrictor-
like jeans, and I proceed to be 
squeezed to death as if I were a 
predatory snake’s next meal just 
so that I can look good in a pair 
RI� SDQWV�� $QG� ,� DP� GHÀQLWHO\�
not the only one who does this. 
Why do girls torture themselves 
this way? Or maybe the better 
question is why boys do not. 

It is at this point that it 
strikes me that the reason girls 
put themselves through this 
particular type of hell is because 
most people would cast weird 
glances at most any girl who 
walked around in oversized, 
baggy, comfortable jeans. Where 
boys, at least until relatively 

recently, would be looked at 
much the same way if they 
walked around in thin, painted-
on, low-rise pants.

If a girl wants to buy a pair 
of jeans, she has to put up with 
different sizing, rises, lengths, 
cuts, and washes which vary 
from store to store.  None of 
these styles are ever loose 
enough to conceal the shape of 
girls’ legs unless they are not the 
ULJKW� VL]H�� D� JLUO� FDQQRW� ÀQG� D�
pair of jeans that does not touch 
her skin almost everywhere. 
Most jeans rise low on her 
hips, are rarely comfortable, 
never practical, and often don’t 
even have functioning pockets. 
Boys, on the other hand, go to 
a store and pick out their waist 
measurement, inseam length, 
and style. Where as a girl is 
KDUG�SUHVVHG�WR�ÀQG�D�ORRVH�SDLU�
of jeans, boys have a plethora of 
shapes and styles to chose from, 
whether they are loose or tight, 
and any of which can be worn in 
public without a second glance 
or a raised eyebrow. 
7KH�ODVWLQJ�LQÁXHQFH�RI�JHQGHU�

roles in our society affects even 
the pants you purchase. But that 
is not all.

The Gustavus Wind Orchestra 

recently went on tour in Eastern 
Europe. Before they left, they 
were strongly encouraged to 
dress-up for their departure at 
the airport. For girls this meant 
they were to wear blouses, pencil 
shirts, hose, and high heels while 
carrying their instruments, 
backpacks, purses, luggage, and 
extra-band equipment through 
the terminal, in freezing weather 
no less. Fortunately for them, 
WKH�ÀDVFR�ZDV�DYHUWHG�GXH�WR�WKH�
weather and impracticality of 
exposed skin in such conditions. 

The expectation of how a 
girl should look when she is 
dressed-up, appropriated by one 
of our own faculty members, is 
proof enough that this campus 
as well as our society has a 

growing need for feminism. It is 
a movement often misused and 
misunderstood. Old aspects of 
feminism no longer apply, and 
new ones, such as changes in 
gender roles, don’t get enough 
recognition. Women and men 
unknowingly fuel this, whether 
they are buying a pair of jeans, 
reading a recent best seller, 
or even getting dressed in 
the morning. Lines blur, and 
feminism seems to be without a 
GHÀQLWH�FRQFHSW�RU�GHÀQLWLRQ�

Luckily, campus organizations 
such as the Womyn’s Awareness 
Center (WAC) and M-PACT 
work to answer this question 
through on-going conversations 
about equality and awareness 
concerning gender roles. WAC 
is launching a poster campaign 
on campus dealing with the 
importance of feminism in 
today’s society starting this 
coming semester. The Dove® 
Real Beauty Campaign, a major 
corporation trying “to challenge 
beauty stereotypes,” will also 
be coming to Gustavus later this 
spring.

For now I’m taking off my 
jeans. I hope you all do the same.

What do tattoos and texts have in common? Their permanency.

Ashley Nickel
Opinion Columnist

Creative Commons

Creative Commons
7U\LQJ�WR�ÀW�LQ"



Submitted
Tyler embarked on the skiing portion of the Biathlon at the Junior World 
Championships trials earlier this winter.

Submitted
Tyler (back left) competed in the prone shooting portion of the Biathlon at the Junior World Championships trials 
earlier this winter in Presque Isle, Maine.

Nordic skier will compete in Biathlon 
Junior World Championships
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Linnea Moat
Sports & Fitness Editor

SPORTS
SCHEDULE
Friday, Feb. 7

Saturday, Feb. 8
M/W Track & Field @ MSU  
Ted Nelson Classic

11:00 a.m. 

M/W Nordic Skiing @ 
CCSA Championships

Women’s Basketball @ 
Carleton College
                                   1:00 p.m.

Women’s Hockey @ St. 
Catherine University
                                   2:00 p.m.

Men’s Basketball @ 
Carleton College
                                   3:00 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 9

Men’s Basketball
@ Bethel University

7:30 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
hosts Bethel University

7:30 p.m.

Men’s Hockey
@ UW- River Falls
         7:05 p.m.

Women’s Hockey
hosts St. Catherine
University

7:00 p.m.

M/W Nordic Skiing @ 
CCSA Championships

Wednesday, Feb. 12

Junior Nordic Skiier Tyler 
Gustafson has spent the 
last four winters dividing 

his time between competing 
in nordic skiing and compet-
ing in biathlons. Over Winter 
%UHDN�� *XVWDIVRQ� ÁHZ� WR� 3U-
esque Isle, Maine to compete 
in the Junior World Champi-
onships trials, just like he has 
done for the past several years. 
Only this year it was different. 
Gustafson’s performance at the 
WULDOV�TXDOLÀHG�KLP�WR�FRPSHWH�
for the United States of Ameri-
ca at the Biathlon Junior World 
Championships this February. 

“This year’s trials was my fa-
vorite experience that I’ve had 
with the Biathlon. I was sur-
prised to qualify—I surprised 
myself by skiing really fast,” 
Gustafson said.
7KLUW\�ÀYH� FRXQWULHV� ZLOO�

be represented at the Biathlon 
Junior World Championships, 
which will be held at the same 
course the trials were held, in 
3UHVTXH� ,VOH��0DLQH�� 7KH� WZR�
week event starts the last week 

of February and runs through 
WKH� ÀUVW� ZHHN� RI�0DUFK�� *XV-
tafson will compete in three to 
four events over the two-week 
period against other 19 and 20 
year-olds.

A biathlon is an event that 
combines cross-country ski-
LQJ� ZLWK� ULÁH�PDUNVPDQVKLS��
Competitors do a lap of ski-
ing before stopping to shoot, 
and repeat that pattern several 

times throughout the event. 
The four types of events are 
sprint, pursuit, an individual 
race, and a relay race, each in-
volving a different number of 
skiing laps and shooting stag-
es. In the sprint event there are 
two types of shooting—prone, 
where the biathlete lies down 
to shoot at the target, and 
standing, where the biathlete 
stands to shoot at a smaller 
target. If the competitors don’t 
hit their target they must ski a 
penalty loop.

“Biathlons are so exciting 
because literally anyone can 
win. It’s all about your skill as 
a shooter—your speed doesn’t 
matter,” Gustafson said.

To prepare himself to com-
pete in biathlons, Gustafson 
has been a part of the nordic ski 
team at Gustavus for the three 
years. Gustafson, a routinely 
top performer, credits the team 
and Head Coach Jed Friedrich 
with his success in the biathlon.

“Skiing is a huge portion of 
the race, so being able to train 
with talented skiers here is su-
SHU� EHQHÀFLDO�� +HUH� ,� KDYH� D�
coach and teammates, which 
is so much better than trying to 
train on my own,” Gustafson 
said.

Gustafson enjoys both of 
sports and has the support of 
his teammates.

“We support Tyler through 
our training and spending time 
together.  The nordic team is 
very close and we love seeing 
each other succeed. We have 
such great hopes for Tyler for 
the rest of the season and when 
he goes to the Junior World 

Championships,” Junior Josh 
Blankenship said.

The nordic team’s last race of 
the season is Feb. 15-16  when 
they will travel to Houghton, 
Michigan for the NCAA Cen-
tral Region Championships. 
Following that meet Gustafson 
will depart for Maine to com-
pete against the best young 
biathletes in the world. Gus-
tafson’s teammates are excited 
to watch him compete in the 
Junior World Championships. 

“We as a team obviously 
want Tyler to prove that he 
can race with the best in the 
world in Maine. I think that he 
is going to do great. Tyler has 
proven to be a dependable as-
set to this [nordic] team, but 
moreover, to the USA in biath-
lon as well. This is an excellent 
opportunity for Tyler and we 
look forward to seeing what he 
can do against the best in the 
world,” Junior Scott Williams 
said.


