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GUSTAVIAN Building Bridges or-
ganizers gear up for 
coming conference

Sweden’s King and Queen to visit Gustavus

New exhibits open in 
Hillstrom Art Gallery

Lareesa Sandretsky
Assistant News Editor

Campus radio, KGSM, rocks once again
Kristina Ericksen

Staff Writer

Following a year and a half 
of struggles and triumphs, 
Gustavus’ student-run 

radio station broadcast for the 
first time since its collapse in 
October 2010. 
Tune in to stream KGSM at 

kgsm.blog.gustavus.edu.  For 
questions about KGSM or 
the recording studio, contact 
Holmes at aholmes@gac.edu.

Complete with a new state-
of-the-art station and recording 
studio, conveniently located 
in the lower level of Beck Aca-
demic Hall, KGSM seems to be 
coming back from a rough past.

KGSM lost its radio tower in 
the tornado of 1998, which was 
too costly to replace. 

“It completely changed the 
structure of KGSM. We’re now 
an Internet-only station since 
we don’t have a tower to broad-
cast over air waves,” KGSM 

General Manager Junior Amelia 
Holmes said. 

The station went completely 
online following the tornado 
disaster, but last fall the stream 
collapsed and was once again 
out of budget. Even through 
rough patches, the core of 
KGSM has lived on.

In previous years, the KGSM 
studio was a small, closet-sized 
room tucked away next to the 
Womyn’s Awareness Center. 
With the crash of the stream last 
fall, which was primarily due 
to old computer programming 
that was no longer capable of 
broadcasting, KGSM virtually 
became a nonexistent organiza-
tion, with the exception of a few 
students.

The majority of staff gradu-
ated last spring and Holmes 
wanted to bring KGSM back. 
With previous experience as a 
student DJ, she brought a new 
look to the program. Holmes re-
vamped and renovated KGSM 

policy and started anew. 
“We had to rebuild the station 

from the ground up,” Holmes 
said.

The KGSM staff moved out of 
the old station and into the spa-
cious new studio in Beck Hall in 
early September of this school 
year. Along with a brand new 
recording studio, the station 
is also furnished with a new 
switchboard, monitors, head-
phones, computers and speak-
ers, which were all warmly 
welcomed by the KGSM DJs.

The studio is a sanctum of 
broadcasting and performing. 
KGSM invites anyone inter-
ested in a two-hour recording 
session into the studio for a 
small fee.

Since the tornado, KGSM 
has streamed online. Junior 
KGSM Web Designer Nick 
Hamberg drafted the site to 
allow streamlined simplicity 
and ease for listeners. A new 

feature of broadcasting this year 
is that DJs will be able to record 
every show, which will then 
be available for download as a 
podcast. These will be collected 
into an archive on the website 
for future reference. This means 
that listening live will no longer 
be necessary. Shows can now be 
enjoyed on the go.

This year KGSM has grown to 
include over thirty student DJs, 
creating a large team of DJs and 
staff members. DJs choose to 
host a show either alone or with 
a co-host during a weekly airing 
time slot of two hours. Shows 
feature everything from talk, to 
drama, to music and are largely 
concentrated on the evenings of 
weeknights. A KGSM playlist 
broadcasts at all hours when 
shows are not airing.

In the process of debuting the 
stream from the new studio, 
KGSM hosted a Launch Party in 

the Courtyard Café to celebrate 
this long-awaited achievement. 
It was a chance to mingle with 
the DJs, learn about KGSM and 
eat some Frost-Your-Owns. Pro-
spective DJs were encouraged 
to sign up and learn more about 
the KGSM experience. Gusties 
who weren’t interested in host-
ing a radio show were encour-
aged to tune in and listen.

Sophomore Jacob Borgmann, 
a loyal listener to A Prairie Home 
Companion for the past decade, 
joined KGSM this year because 
he has “always been interested 
in radio.” Borgmann plans 
to “narrate a good adventure 
story” during his late-night 
show. 

Senior Max Beyer became 
a student DJ because of his 
“weird dream to become a voice 
actor.” Beyer hosts a show with 

KGSM continued on Page 2

On Feb. 24, 2012 Gustavus 
Adolphus College and the 

American Swedish Institute 
(ASI) in Minneapolis issued a 
joint press release announcing a 
visit from the King and Queen 
of Sweden in October. Their 
majesties King Carl XVI Gustaf 
and Queen Silvia will visit Gus-
tavus on Friday, Oct. 5, 2012 and 
ASI on Saturday, Oct. 6, 2012. 
The visit will commemorate the 
sesquicentennial at Gustavus 
and the opening of the new 
Nelson Cultural Center at ASI.  
It comes after a long period of 
planning by both parties.

“I approached the subject 
in November 2008. When you 
talk with the royal court about 

a visit, they say either, ‘That’s 
not possible,’ or, ‘That’s not 
impossible.’ For four years, 
we’ve been in the ‘not impos-
sible’ mode,” President Jack 
Ohle said.

“It’s always been an interest 
of [the King] to take part in a 
dedication moment when [the 
construction of the Nelson Cul-
tural Center] was all completed. 
In one sense, it’s been more than 

ten years in planning,” Bruce 
Karstadt, president and CEO 
of ASI and honorary consul 
general of Sweden for Minne-
sota, said.

Gustavus and ASI, who had 
originally approached the royal 
court independently, decided to 
combine their efforts when they 
realized 2012 was a significant 
year for both of them.

“When ASI started their con-
struction, we found that it was 
going to be completed during 
Gustavus’ sesquicentennial 
year. It became a possibility 
that we could go to the royal 
court together and ask if their 
majesties could come for both 
events,” Ohle said.

King and Queen continued 
on Page 3

“During the day, we 
hope to have an oppor-

tunity for their majesties 
to interact with stu-

dents and faculty and 
staff.”

—Jack Ohle

After over a year without Gustavus radio, KGSM has begun to stream again.

KGSM hosted a party in the Courtyard Café to celebrate the launch.

The couple’s last visit to campus was to dedicate a Nobel Hall addition.

Laura Schroeder

Laura Schroeder
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Campus Safety Report
Monday, February 20

• Campus Safety investigated a bias 
incident in Old Main.

Tuesday, February 21

•   An injury that occurred on Jan. 10, 
2012 in the Lund Center was reported 
to Campus Safety.

•   A student in Pittman Hall was 
cited by Campus Safety for a drug 
equipment violation.

Friday, February 24

•   Campus Safety found a discharged 
fire extinguisher in North Hall.

•   A student in Pittman Hall was 
cited by Campus Safety for underage 
consumption and possession of 
alcohol. The student was also cited for 
a College policy violation.

Saturday, February 25

•   Campus Safety investigated the 
theft of an unlocked bicycle from the 
College View bike rack.

Sunday, February 26

•   A student in Pittman Hall was cited 
by Campus Safety for an of age alcohol 
violation.

Tip of the Week:

Getting from place to place 
safely

•  Never walk or jog alone at night. If 
you do walk or jog at night, do so with 
at least one other person or in groups.

•   Should you find yourself walking 
alone at night, avoid secluded or dimly 
lit areas. Stay away from wooded areas 
or locations where shrubs or buildings 
might provide cover for assailants.

•   If you feel you are being followed, 
yell or scream and move toward a 
public, well-lit area or try to reach a 
campus “Blue Phone,” many of which 
are located around campus. Addition-
ally, all residence halls and many other 
campus buildings are equipped with 
exterior telephones located near their 
primary entrances.

•   Should you be the victim of a hold-
up, don’t resist or endanger your own 
safety. Call the police immediately to 
report the crime.

•   Always be aware of what is going 
on around you. Be alert to your sur-
roundings and possible safety con-
cerns, whether you are in your place of 
residence or moving about the campus 
or city.

•   Never accept a ride from a stranger.

•   If you need transportation during 
evening hours, the Campus Safety 
“Safe Rides” Mobile Escort service 
travels a fixed route from 6:00 p.m. un-
til 1:30 a.m.  Look for the SAFE RIDES 
signs at the designated pick-up points.  
You must be waiting at the marked 
safe rides stop location when the Escort 
arrives.

•   For escorts after 1:30 a.m., call Cam-
pus Safety at x8888 (507-933-8888) to 
request a walking escort. 

Senior Wade Underwood, which will 
spotlight Gustavus talent with live, in-
studio performances.

“Our shtick is to play any type of live 
performance from the KGSM studio. 
Kind of like an open mic,” Beyer said. 
“We want to do everything and anything, 
from playing music to reading poetry 
or children’s stories, just so long as it 
is live.”

Sophomore Yiyi Chen recently joined 
KGSM with plans of a Chinese-themed 
show, bringing a taste of international 
music to the station.

With a wide variety of programming 
and a strong base of DJs, the future is 
bright for KGSM. Next fall they look 
forward to participating in College Ra-
dio Day, a national association of college 
radios. 

“It’s an opportunity for us to unite 
with dozens of other college radio sta-
tions across the country,” Holmes said.

KGSM also looks forward to expand-
ing and reaching a broader audience. 

“Everyone listen,” Holmes said. “We 
want to reach as many people as pos-
sible.”

KGSM continued from Page 1
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Omega-Kappa Fraternity 
seeks recognition

Madison Pettit
Staff Writer

Among the pending fraterni-
ties and sororities going 

before the Inter-Greek Senate 
(IGS) and asking for recogni-
tion this spring are the Omega 
Kappas, a fraternity that faded 
away in 2006, but shares 100 
years of history with Gustavus. 
Currently existing as an active 
but unofficial fraternity, the 
group consists of 25 members 
with more planning to pledge, 
should the Omega Kappas gain 
recognition.

The Omega Kappas, infor-
mally known as the “OKs” were 
first recognized in 1906 at Gusta-
vus. Born out of the tradition of 
a literary society, the fraternity 
was previously known as the 
Olympian Council.

In 1956, the OKs contributed 
the Carillons in Christ Chapel. 
In 1975, they contributed the 
Prof George Scholarship Fund 
and in 1981, the rebuilding of 
Old Main’s bell tower. Notable 
members of the fraternity in 

Gustavus history include for-
mer President John Kendall; 
Don Roberts, hockey coach; 
Cec Eckhoff, the former Alumni 
Director; and former Pastor Paul 
Youngdah.

Toward the end of the 1990s, 
the OKs subsisted as one of the 
smaller fraternities on campus. 
At the end of the academic year 
in 2006, the OKs lost recognition 
when membership fell too low 
and did not meet the minimum 
requirements necessary to main-
tain an organization. The spirit 
of the OKs was revived last 
spring when several students 
on campus decided that the 
Gustavus community needed 
another fraternity to choose 
from to include those who felt 
the existing options were not a 
good fit. 

“The idea behind our revival 
of the OKs is to retain some of 
the traditions and history but to 
find an even balance between 
academics and the social aspect. 
We want to be gentlemanly and 
quite open with our pledge pro-
cess,” Sophomore Zach Blink-
insop said. “While the other 

existing fraternities on campus 
are great and do good work, not 
everyone fits in with them. We 
want to be a little different than 
the others in terms of goals and 
priorities in order to provide a 
different and unique option.” 

“A number of alumni have 
had the opportunity to meet 
with these young men,” Bob 
Vukas ’77, an OK alumnus, said. 
“We have come away impressed 
with them as individuals and 
with their respect for the tradi-
tion and history of the Omega 
Kappa Fraternity at Gustavus 
Adolphus College. We are proud 
to have them continue those 
traditions.”

“I wanted to be an Omega 
Kappa member so that I could 
be a part of the Greek com-
munity, bring my perspective, 
experiences and passions to the 
group and hopefully use it as a 
vehicle to instill change on the 
campus, in the St. Peter commu-
nity and beyond,” Junior Dillon 
Hall, a member of the OKs, said. 
“What I believe it means to be a 
member of the Omega Kappa 
Fraternity is to be a brother to 

my fellow members and peers, 
to support and serve the Greek 
and Gustavus communities and 
to be modest and humble in all 
areas of my life.”

Professor Sean Cobb, the OKs 
advisor, is very excited about the 
new up and coming fraternity.

“I am not someone who is 
normally really comfortable 
with fraternities and what they 
stand for, but this is the type 
of organization that I can get 
behind. I really like this group’s 
philosophy,” Cobb said. “The 
Gustavus Greek system is much 
different [from most colleges] 
in that the groups here coincide 
with the College’s mission.”

Cobb’s main concern is that 
the OKs never fall under the 
negative stereotypes surround-
ing fraternities and Greek life. 

“The OKs really have the 
chance to stand out as what a 
fraternity can look like and ex-
ist as mature responsible men,” 
Cobb said.

“Right away when they asked 
me to be their adviser, I set some 
ground rules. I told them that 
they must accept homosexuals 
as members and they absolutely 
must not haze. I want these guys 
to exist in a way that does not 
promote partying and materi-
alism as part of the fraternity 
cultures,” Cobb said.

As every fraternity or soror-
ity must host a philanthropic 
project, the OKs intended phi-
lanthropy is Africa Jam, an orga-

nization started by a Gustavus 
student that teaches children 
music, dancing and reading af-
ter school in Cape Town, South 
Africa.

“Africa Jam is such an incred-
ible program that supports boys 
and girls from Africa who are in 
need. We are really hoping to be 
able to contribute to their cause 
and to work hand in hand with 
them,” Hall said.

The decision of whether or 
not to recognize the OKs as an 
official fraternity was supposed 
to be made on Sunday, Feb. 
26, 2012 by the IGS; however, 
the vote was postponed until 
other presentations for pend-
ing sororities and fraternities 
were brought forth. To obtain 
recognition, at least five of the 
other sororities and fraternities 
must vote “yes.” A decision 
will be made in the upcoming 
few weeks, with no final date 
in place yet. 

“If we do get rejected when 
IGS gets together to vote, then 
we will have to meet again and 
decide what to do. The options 
would include disbanding or 
staying unofficial until we can 
try again next year. Personally, 
I hope we do not just give up 
and that we do try again next 
year. We are already a strong 
group. We have a lot to offer 
to the Gustavus community,” 
Blinkinsop said.

King and Queen continued 
from Page 1

The king and queen last vis-
ited Minnesota in 1996 to com-
memorate the 150th anniversary 
of Swedish immigration to the 
state. They dedicated the ad-
dition to the Alfred Nobel Hall 
of Science, attended a luncheon 
and were honored in a convoca-
tion in Christ Chapel. 

The schedule of events for 
the royal visit will not be final-
ized for months, but there have 
been meetings to discuss the 
possibilities.

“There aren’t that many op-
portunities in most people’s 
lives to see a head-of-state in 
person. There’s something very 
special about that. For some 
people, maybe that’s all they 
need,” Barb Larson Taylor, assis-
tant to the president for special 
projects, said.

“During the day, we hope 
to have an opportunity for 
their majesties to interact with 
students and faculty and staff. 
The queen has real interest in 
women’s issues and she is very 
interested in how the U.S. is 
dealing with women’s issues. 
The king, on the other hand, is 
very much interested in envi-

ronmental issues. The Johnson 
Center for Environmental In-
novation is a great link to that,” 
Ohle said. 

Students and alumni will also 
be able to volunteer in various 
capacities during the visit. Those 
interested in volunteering can 
contact Taylor and watch www.
gustavus.edu/royalvisit for 
updates.

Gustavus made a long-term 
commitment to have an of-
fice space in the new Nelson 
Cultural Center and ASI will 
gain the academic resources of 
Gustavus. Discussions about 
how this partnership will func-
tion have included ideas such as 
lectures from Gustavus faculty 
at ASI and using the office as a 
home base for internships and 
community service in the Twin 
Cities area.

“Having a Gustavus pres-
ence on their campus enriches 
their offerings and will help 
reach a younger age group, and 
Gustavus can engage in the 
Twin Cities and have a presence 
without having a campus there,” 
Larson-Taylor said. “We see the 
partnership as a way to make 
our ‘Swedishness’ relevant [for 
both ASI and Gustavus].”

After six years without recognition, a group of students hope to revive the OK Fraternity this year.

The OKs wait for IGS to decide their fate.

Melody Monyok
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Sande and Ostendorf  elected 
Student Senate co-presidents
Lareesa Sandretsky
Assistant News Editor

On Monday, February 27, 
2012 Senior Josh Sande and 

Junior Tasha Ostendorf won 
the Student Senate elections for 
2012-2013 co-presidents. They 
will take over the position from 
graduating Co-presidents Nick 
Prince and Jen Fox.

Ostendorf was the representa-
tive for Sohre her first-year, the 
diversity chair in Senate last 
year and this year focused on 
Building Bridges, of which she 
is the co-chair. She also served 
on the Curriculum Committee, 
which recommends policy and 
program changes to depart-
ments, is a member of Queers 

& Allies and plays rugby on 
campus.

Sande is a member of the 
Senate Ethics Committee, and 
joined Senate last year at-large 
and was appointed representa-
tive for Uhler. He is currently 
the chair for the Academic and 
Student Affairs Committee. 
He has played varsity tennis 
for four years, is the president 
of SAE Fraternity, an opinion 
writer for the The GusTavian 
Weekly and a member of the 
Kitchen Cabinet. 

Junior Jessye Flannery plans 
to take Sande’s position when 
he graduates in December 2012. 
She is currently the finance chair 
in Senate and served as the Pit-
tman and Complex representa-

tive. She is also a member of 
Big Partner Little Partner. She 
will be doing an internship in 
Washington, D.C. in Fall 2012, 
and after Sande graduates and 
resigns, Ostendorf plans to ap-
point Flannery as his replace-
ment, a move that will have to 
be approved by Senate. 

“We’ve all held different po-
sitions in Senate, including 
committee chairs, senators, 
directors and work on faculty 
committees. We have a unique 
perspective on the Senate pro-
cess from all sides that will be 
really beneficial as presidents,” 
Ostendorf said.

All three name the comple-
tion of the Interfaith Space and 
the Dive renovation as top is-
sues. They’ve also talked about 
pushing for gender-neutral 
housing, reduction or elimina-
tion of housing surcharges and 
providing free cable access for 
all students. 

But first and foremost, they 
want to involve students more 
in the Senate process.

“We want student input and 
we want to inform students 
of what Senate actually does. 
Communication between stu-
dents and Senate needs to be 
better,” Sande said.

“We held an open forum about 
the tobacco ban on campus and 
almost no one showed up. All 
senators have office hours, but 
students rarely come,” Osten-
dorf said.

In order to increase student 
awareness and involvement in 

Senate, Sande and Ostendorf 
want to have more informa-
tion made available during 
Welcome Week for first-years, 
and perhaps hold the Involve-
ment Fair before fall elections 
so students are more aware of 
opportunities.

New opportunities are com-
ing up soon as the co-presidents 
begin building their cabinet. 
The positions available involve 
public relations, technology and 
administration, among others. 
E-mails will be sent out in April 
informing students of available 
positions.

“We encourage motivated 

students with no prior experi-
ence in Student Senate to apply 
for cabinet positions or to run 
for Senate in the fall,” Sande 
said.

Students are encouraged to 
e-mail Sande or Ostendorf if 
they are interested in a cabi-
net position or have any other 
questions or comments about 
Senate. More information can 
be found on the Senate website 
at http://studentsenate.blog.
gustavus.edu.

For 150 years, Gustavus has 
continued a long tradition 

of providing thousands of 
hours of entertainment for its 
students, staff and the St. Peter 
community. Whether it is in 
sports, theatre, dance, music 
concerts or public lectures.

Gustavus has been host to 
some pretty amazing com-
munity events. One of the 
most unique was a tradition 
to entertain local children with 
exciting plays. Started by Ev-
elyn Anderson ’29, a longtime 
Gustavus drama and theatre 
professor, it quickly became 
a favorite for the actors in the 
department. The plays went 
on for thirty years, and it was 
a way for theatre students to 
give back to the community 
that supports their endeavors.  

The Gustavus Children’s 
Theatre started back in 1951 

with the play Cinderella, and 
only children from the local 
St. Peter schools were invited 
to attend. As the scope of the 
Gustavus theatre department 
grew, so did the audience 
for the children’s plays. At 
the end of the Children’s 
Theatre run, 6,000 children 
per year from all over the 
state were exposed to theatre 
through Gustavus Adolphus 
College’s children’s plays. 
Children and adults alike 
came to see plays like Sleep-
ing Beauty, Rumplestiltskin, 
Jack and the Beanstalk, Hansel 
and Gretel and other various 
fairytales and folk stories. 
The Gustavus casts started 
taking their performances on 
the road. The 1987 January 
Term theatre troupe brought 
their performance of The Ugly 
Duckling to 23 local venues in 
the area. 

This Month in History: 

Maggie Hedlund
Class of 2009

Cinderella, 1967, Children wave to the Fairy Godmother, Eileen (Pederson) Lund ’68.

Rumplestiltskin, from April 5, 1974.

791 votes were cast during the Student Senate election. Heather Pallas

Sande and Ostendorf won the election by 93 votes. Catherine Keith

The GusTavian Weekly Archive 

The GusTavian Weekly Archive
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GUSTIE of the WEEK

Darcy Coulter
Staff Writer

Senior Irma Marquez Trap-
ero loves exploring issues 
of race, culture and di-

versity. Her majors in political 
science and gender, women and 
sexuality studies as well as the 
organizations she is involved in 
reflect this commitment.

Irma is in Zeta Chi Phi Soror-
ity and is the co-chair of Build-
ing Bridges. Although Building 
Bridges takes up much of her 
time this year, she is also in-
volved in I Am, We Are and the 
Crossroads program. 

Part of her commitment to 
diversity stems from the expe-
riences of her childhood. Irma 
moved from the city of Culiacan 
in Sinaloa, Mexico at the age of 
9. Adapting to a new country 
and language presented many 
challenges.

“It wasn’t a positive thing to 
acknowledge that I was Mexi-
can,” she said. “I was given a 
label and it seemed there was 
nothing I could do to go against 
it.”

She links her own experience 
growing up to a broader issue 
she sees manifested in the U.S.

“I think this country puts a 
lot of focus on culture and race 
and white becomes the default,” 
she said.

She also mentioned the con-
flicting duality of expected 
behavior imposed on minority 
groups.

“People who aren’t white 
have to go against their stereo-
types or go with them,” Irma 
said. 

As she grew older, these expe-
riences began to mingle with an 
interest in gender issues as well. 
Irma identifies as bisexual and 
mentioned the increased pres-
sure when differences in culture 
and gender intersect. 

“Being from another culture, I 

know that gender can be viewed 
very differently from one to an-
other. I can’t ignore culture and 
I can’t ignore gender because 
they’re both a part of who I am,” 
she said.

Irma’s life experience defi-
nitely played a role in her choice 
of majors, but it took its own 
twists and turns. She began on 
the track for nursing and took 
all the first-year and sophomore 
year nursing courses and was 
even accepted to the nursing 
program before she decided it 
wasn’t for her. 

“I declined the program and 
switched my major. I had no 
idea what I wanted to do when I 
came in. I love science, but I also 
love social science,” she said. 

Now her idea of her future 
after graduation has become a 
bit clearer. 

“Ideally, I would want to take 
a year off from education and 
explore my options,” Irma said. 
“In five years, I would want to 
be working in immigration law 
or social work.”

She says that since immigra-
tion law has had such an impact 
on her life, it is important to 
make sure the laws are fair for 
those who are in her shoes in 
the future.

“The procedure of coming to 
the United States is not easy. I 
think our immigration system 
is broken,” she said. “Speaking 
from personal experience, my 
family has worked with many 
lawyers and a lot of them cannot 
be trusted.”

While plans for the future 
continue to develop for Irma, 
her biggest concern right now is 
the upcoming Building Bridges 
Conference, which focuses on 
the history and current issues of 
Native Americans. It was a hard 
topic for the Building Bridges 
Committee to choose, because 
it centers on a specific group of 
people.

“Throughout the process of 

organizing the conference, we 
have been careful not to gen-
eralize the Native American 
community. We have tried to 
make the conference very re-
spectful and aimed to honor the 
culture,” she said. 

The year that this conference 
topic falls on is particularly 
poignant considering it not only 
marks the sesquicentennial 
of the College, but also of the 
largest mass execution in U.S. 
history, which was of 38 Dakota 
men in Mankato, Minn. 

“This is the perfect year for 
this conference, because it is all 
about exploring this history that 
had never been told to us.”

Irma wants to make clear 

the conference is not just about 
history.

“Native Americans are not 
in the past,” she said. “People 
need to be aware not only of 
the issues Native Americans 
currently face, but also that they 
make up a very vibrant and in-
tegral part of our communities 
today.”

Irma likes that the conference 
is not only a learning experience 
for those who attend, but also 
for the student volunteers who 
work on the conference all year. 

“I’m very proud of the Build-
ing Bridges Committee for do-
ing the work and for exploring 
things that were often new and 
potentially uncomfortable,” 

she said. 
Building Bridges has added 

to Irma’s resumé both profes-
sionally and personally, and 
ending her senior year with 
the conference seems a fitting 
capstone to her highly involved 
college career.   

“I’ve loved every organiza-
tion that I’ve been in through-
out college, but being a part of 
Building Bridges throughout 
my senior year has been truly 
life changing. I’ve grown into a 
better leader because of it and 
learned so much. I’ll always 
be thankful and honored that I 
got the opportunity to be a part 
of this.”

Irma is co-chair of Building Bridges and is working hard as the conference approaches.Staying involved on campus, Irma is a member of Zeta Chi Phi.

Irma is a senior political science and gender, women and sexuality studies double major. Mara LeBlanc

Mara LeBlancMara LeBlanc

Building bridges in more ways than one.  
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The Hillstrom Museum of Art 
has two new art exhibitions 

on display. Both Reflections & 
Undercurrents: Ernest Roth and 
Printmaking in Venice, 1900-
1940 and Now + Then will be on 
display through April 22, 2012.

Reflections & 
Undercurrents: 

Ernest Roth and Printmak-
ing in Venice, 1900-1940

This exhibition features prints 
that illustrate the picturesque 
structures of Venice by artists 
who were instrumental to the 
etching revival in the late nine-
teenth century. 

These artists were contem-
poraries of American “aesthete 
and expatriate” artist James Ab-
bott MacNeill Whistler. The art-
ists represented in the exhibit in-
clude: Ernest Roth (1879-1964), 
John Taylor Arms (1887-1953), 
Joseph Pennell (1860-1926), Fa-
bio Mauroner (1884-1948) and 
Whistler himself. 

“The exhibit showcases how 
later artists’ images of Venice 
reflect earlier artists’ concep-
tions,” Don Myers, director of 
the Hillstrom Museum, said.

The exhibition is based on a 
portion of Eric Denker’s vast 
art collection. On April 15, 
2012, Denker will give a public 
presentation and lecture on the 
exhibition, which will take place 
in the Hillstrom Museum. 

“The idea for the show came 
up when Don called me to 
ask my advice on a Whistler 
acquisition for the Hillstrom. I 
explained I was working on a 
follow up show of the followers 
of Whistler in the first half of the 
twentieth century for Dickinson 
College and he thought it would 
be appropriate for Gustavus 
Adolphus. The focus of the 
show is the work and interac-
tion [of artists] that followed in 
Whistler’s footsteps,” Denker 
said. 

“I chose Venice because many 
of these artists spent consider-
able time there, attracted by the 
unique beauty and light and at-
mosphere of the lagoon city. The 
interaction of the American and 
British printmakers working in 
Italy during this period is pre-
viously unexplored. Many un-
published documents are cited 
including diaries, sketchbooks, 
manuscripts and journals. Many 
of the artists also knew Italian 
printmakers working in Ven-
ice and their relationships are 
likewise underdeveloped in 
the scholarship on the period,” 
Denker said. 

Trout Gallery owns all of the 
prints, except for one owned by 
Gustavus.

 “The Museum has an endow-
ment of funds donated for the 
purpose and it brings in a mod-
est amount of interest proceeds 
with which the Museum is able 
from time to time to purchase 
artworks, which is how the 
Whistler etching was acquired,” 

Myers said. 
Reflections and Undercurrents is 

organized into categories. The 
categories help viewers com-
pare and contrast the artwork 
as well as help viewers compare 
the artists’ stylistic techniques.

“Whistler was interested in 
art as art, as well as in the ex-
perience of aesthetics,” Myers 
said. 

“The Doorway,” [1879-80] is 
one of the extensively detailed 
Whistler etchings featured in 
the exhibition. The piece il-
lustrates another one of Whis-
tler ’s “innovative traits, or 
techniques”—the central motif. 
According to Denker, this trait 
exemplifies the avant-garde 
nature of his Venetian etchings. 

Denker writes, “His predilec-
tion for emphasizing only the 
important central elements of 
the design—while leaving the 
margins incomplete—is a cru-
cial aspect of the avant-garde 
nature of his art” (24). 

Now + Then
featuring artwork by cur-
rent and past studio-art 

faculty

“The goal of the exhibit is 
to highlight faculty artwork, 
as well as to celebrate the mu-
seum’s 150 year history,” Myers 
said.

The artists represented in 
the exhibition include Betsy R. 
Byers, Nicole Roberts Hoiland, 
Kristen Lowe, Lois Peterson, 
Dave Ryan, Stanley J. Shetka 
and Priscilla Briggs.

Currently, Briggs teaches 
Digital and Darkroom Photog-
raphy, Video Art and Interac-
tive Media. Two of her works 
are featured in the exhibition, 
“Painter #1” (Pan Jin), 2011 and 
“Painter #5” (Huang Wenlong), 
2011. The pieces come from a 
collection of works that involve 
Wushipu, which is a neigh-
borhood in China where only 

production painters occupy 
the apartment buildings. These 
painters are commissioned to 
paint oil paintings for furniture 
showrooms, hotels and art gal-
leries internationally. 

The artistic process, as related 
to her work in the exhibition, 
included several steps. First, 
Briggs took digital photographs 
of these painters in their home-
studios. Then, she commis-
sioned paintings for about the 
same price as it would have 
cost her to have them printed 
via inkjet in the U.S. Once each 
image had been printed onto 
canvas, the painters used the 
digital images that Briggs pro-
vided, painting on top of them. 

The works are illustrative of 
“how labor changes the social 
and environmental landscape 
in China,” Briggs said.

For instance, they focus on 

the interiors of retail spaces 
and the “live-work studios” of 
the artists. Briggs commented 
on the unsafe working condi-
tions of these artists because the 
medium that they use releases 
dangerous toxins into their liv-
ing spaces. 

Furthermore, her works ad-
dress labor and the value of 
art as it relates to “original” 
artwork. For instance, there is 
a visible inequality between 
the amount of labor required 
of the Wushipu artists and that 
required of the print studios. 
Also, “the works entertain the 
idea of interplay between art 
and photography as mediums,” 
Briggs said. 

Stanley J. Shetka is another 
featured innovative artist. He 
is currently Gustavus faculty. 
Shetka has two of his works 
showcased in the exhibition. 

Patrick Pisani
Staff Writer

Exhibitions in Hillstrom feature Venice and Gustavus family
The first, entitled “Counter 
Fit,” 2005, is made entirely from 
Shetkastone. 

Shetka invented and patented 
Shetkastone in the early 1990s. 
It is one of the only “true” 
wood replacement materials. It 
uses recycled paper and other 
synthetics to make tables, coun-
tertops and tiles. It has been fea-
tured in a number of respected 
print media outlets such as The 
Wall Street Journal, The New York 
Times and The Washington Post. 
It has also been featured on 
Japan’s Asahi News. 

Shetka’s inspiration to turn 
waste into art was an artistic 
medium interest.

“I don’t believe in art stores,” 
he said. “I wanted to make my 
own materials.”

Related to the work, Shetka 
created “Counter Fit” through 
the use of two patented pro-
cesses awarded to him. It took 
him three years of correspon-
dence with the Federal Reserve 
in Washington D.C. in order to 
get permission to use shredded 
U.S. currency from the Federal 
Reserve Bank in Minneapolis, 
Minn., for the creation of Shet-
katone. 

“I thought it would be a novel 
idea to use the money, which 
would have otherwise been 
burned, to create panels of 
wood,” Shetka said. Shetka 
estimated the value of all the 
currency used to create the work 
to have been somewhere around 
15,000 dollars. 

His second work is called 
the “Book of Life and Death,” 
1994. It is part of a collection of 
works which he calls the Volume 
of Waste. There are 365 works in 
the volume and each work is in 
the shape of a book.

Each book is made from Shet-
kastone and his own personal 
accumulation of waste, includ-
ing cereal boxes, McDonald’s 
wrappers and trash bags. While 
some of the books contain holo-
grams, such as the one featured 
in the exhibit, others contain 
pressed sculptures.

“Painter #1” (Pan Jin), 2011. Priscilla Briggs. “Counter Fit,” 2005. Stanley J. Shetka.

“The Doorway” [1879-80]. James Abbott MacNeill Whistler. Laura Schroeder

Laura SchroederLaura Schroeder
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Feature photos from a week of jam-packed campus events

10% off meal
COUPON

Patrick’s

  125 S 3rd Street             St Peter, MN              507-931-9051

 Like us on facebook! 
www.patrickson3rdstpeter.comAlthough there’s no cabin 

fever or professional pirates 
in the newest Muppet movie, 
The Muppets. There’s still that 
element of muppety flavor that 
is in its own way irresistible.

It’s hard to replace Tim Curry, 
but Jason Segel and Amy Ad-
ams do just fine. There’s just 
about everything anyone could 
ever hope for (and expect) from 
any Muppet movie.

There are large dance num-
bers, one-liners breaking the 
fourth wall (though perhaps 

not as much as true diehards 
would appreciate), the whole 
cast of Kermit and the gang, and 
also cameos from a surprising 
amount of well-to-do actors 
including Jack Black, Sarah 
Silverman, Zach Galifianakis, 
Neal Patrick Harris, Whoopi 
Goldberg, Selena Gomez, Rico 
Rodriguez (Manny from Modern 
Family), Jim Parsons (Sheldon 
from The Big Bang Theory) and 
yet some unnamed.

Jason Segel and his puppet 
brother grow up obsessed with 
the Muppets. When Jason Segel 
decides to take his girlfriend 
(Amy Adams) to Los Angeles, 
his brother Walter ends up 
by their side, very anxious to 
finally explore the Muppet Stu-
dios. However, upon arriving 
they discover it has been run 
down and the Muppet gang has 
all separated.

Chris Cooper plays the mani-
acal antagonist trying to destroy 
the studio for the want of the 
oil that he claims is underneath 
it (he performs a pretty hip rap 
number). In a desperate attempt 

to save the studio Walter and 
Jason Segel search for Kermit 
in order to track down the crew 
and save their reputation by 
raising 10 million dollars.

It’s been several years since 
the last Muppet movie was 
released and even longer since 
the show was on the air. Perhaps 
Kermit, Miss Piggy, Gonzo, The 
Chef, Fozzie and the rest are get-
ting a bit old?

It’s true, this newest install-
ment to their repertoire is a bit 
hazy on the fame and “snap 
funny” that they used to have, 
but it’s still the Muppets and 
there’s still catchy songs, even if 
not as much as cabin fever from 
Muppet Treasure Island.

It’s a refreshing reprieve from 
anything too heavy like any-
thing regarding tattooed drag-
ons or pearl earrings and it just 
reminds you of the good old 
days of Fraggle Rock. I give this 
movie three out of five stars.

Aaron Albani
Staff Writer

When you’re a professional Muppet, 
you don’t need to be that funny

Clark Kampfe

Clark Kampfe

Clark Kampfe

Melody Monyok

Melody Monyok

Singer and dancer, Dandara, performed with Beira Mar 
Brazil at the Brazilian Carnival and led the audience in 
traditional Brazilian dance and song.

A team of education majors celebrated Frost Week tradition by participat-
ing in a campus organization competition of Family Fued.

Valentina Muraleedharan and Abdi Umur at Africa Night showed off 
their outfits during the fashion show portion of the evening.

The Frost Week Variety Show brought out Gustie talent 
like guitarist, Chris Cannady who performed a cover of 
MGMT’s “Kids.”

Bushra Wahid and Muresuk Mena strut their stuff onstage 
during the Africa Night fashion show. 
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This year’s Building Bridges Conference topic is “Unresolved 
Conflict: Remembering Our Forgotten History.” This topic is 
particularly relevant to the sesquicentennial year because of the 

historical Native American events that happened on the same year in 
history. This conference will delve into Native American history by 
both addressing the issues Native American communities have faced, 
specifically the impact of colonization, and celebrating the culture. The 
conference will take place on March 10. Co-Chairs Irma Marquez and 
Tasha Ostendorf have been working hard since May 2011 to make this 
a memorable event.

“The topic is especially relevant because the College opened its 
doors the same year that the largest mass hanging in history occurred 
in Mankato, Minn. It is the 150th anniversary for both of these events 
and they both deserve to be focused on,” Ostendorf said. “Although 
the sesquicentennial of our college is important, we can’t just focus 
on celebratory activities when something big happened just down the 
road that same year.”

This topic is also important to the audience as residents of Minnesota, 
which has a high concentration of Native American tribes. There are 11 
federally recognized Native American Tribes in the state of Minnesota.

“Everywhere you go in Minnesota has some connection to the Native 
Americans that were living here for so many years before we even got 
here. So much of what we learned about in Native American history 
occurred in places like Minnesota and yet there is so little present 
today to represent that history,” Building Bridges member Junior 
Kate Redden said.

The conference aims to raise awareness about an issue that is es-
sentially invisible in both the media and the public school system. 
By recognizing the issues that Native Americans have faced and are 

still facing today, we can better understand the monumental value of 
their culture.

“Once in a while you will hear something about Native Americans 
in the news, but ninety percent of the time you will not hear anything 
about that issue. Things are still not right. This is a conference that 
brings awareness and as long as we can start a conversation about 
these issues, we will have done something right,” Marquez said. 

“People are hardly taught anything accurately about Native Ameri-
can history through the public school system. The history classes barely 
even touched on the Native Americans even though Minnesota is one 
of the biggest places for Native American tribes,” Ostendorf said. “So 
many people don’t get taught what they need to know.”

Although the conference is going to cover past events within Native 
American history, Marquez and Ostendorf want to stress the impor-
tance of recognizing the issues of the past while acknowledging the 
things Native Americans deal with in the present as well. 

“People usually only think about Native Americans as a culture of 
the past, but what many have forgotten about is that they are still here 
and they are a definitive and important part of our societies today.  
They’re not people from the past, but we keep thinking of them as so 
far away in history,” Marquez said.

Co-Chairs Ostendorf and Marquez hope that students will see the 
importance of learning about these issues through many different 
viewpoints and that they will be inspired to learn more. 

“You have to be active in what you’re learning—this topic is a good 
example of how events are skewed, but people don’t even question 
it. Don’t assume everyone is going to keep you in the ‘know,’” Os-
tendorf said. 

“I hope people become aware of the privilege that has come from 
all the struggles Native Americans have gone through. We take many 
things for granted that were not ours to begin with.  I don’t think Na-
tive Americans are given the respect and honor that they should be 

Chelsea Johnson
Features Editor

Charlotte A. Black Elk is a political and environmental 
American Indian activist. She is of the Oglala Lakota, 
and is the great-granddaughter of the holy man Nicho-
las Black Elk. She is well-known in recent years for her 
role as the primary advocate for the Lakota peoples re-
garding the protection of the Black Hills Land Claim.

John Trudell is an acclaimed poet, national recording artist, actor and activist with an international follow-
ing. Trudell (Santee Sioux) was a spokesperson for the Indian of All Tribes occupation of Alcatraz Island 
from 1969 to 1971. He worked with the American Indian Movement (AIM), serving as Chairman of AIM from 
1973 to 1979.  In 1982, Trudell began recording his poetry to traditional Native music and in 1983 released his 
debut album Tribal Voice on his own Peace Company label. Trudell has played roles in a number of feature 
films, including a lead role in the Mirimax movie Thunderheart and a major part in Sherman Alexie's Smoke 
Signals. He most recently played Coyote in Hallmark's made for television movie, Dreamkeeper.

BUILDING BRIDGES

Charlotte A. Black Elk
Highlighted Workshop

submitted

submitted

Keynote Speaker
John Trudell

9 a.m. Registration
9:30 a.m. Opening remarks and I Am, We Are 
social justice theatre performance
10 a.m. Keynote Address, Charlotte Black Elk
11:30 a.m. Lunch Break
12:15 p.m. Highlighted Workshop, John Trudell
1:30 p.m. Workshop Session 1
2:30 p.m. Workshop Session 2
3:30 p.m. Workshop Session 3 or Action Piece
4:30 p.m. Workshop Session 4 or Action Piece
5:30 p.m. Action Piece
6 p.m. Banquet

Schedule of Events

Mara LeBlanc
Building Bridges Co-Charis Irma Marquez and Tasha Ostendorf 
promote the conference around campus.

given.  We need to educate ourselves about our history and celebrate 
all the vibrant Native American cultures around us,” Marquez adds.

This year’s keynote speaker, Native American activist Charlotte 
Black Elk, will be addressing the impacts of the Constitution on Na-
tive American culture in her lecture. Black Elk is of the Oglala Lakota 
and is an advocate for the Lakota people.

“We chose Charlotte Black Elk because she brings a broad introduc-
tion that everyone will be able to follow, no matter what your level 
of knowledge on this subject is,” Ostendorf said. “Some attendees 
are going to know things about Native American culture, but a lot 
are not going to know anything at all. She is not afraid to address the 
important issues, but she also has a good way of approaching them.”

The highlighted workshop speaker for the conference is John Trudell, 
who will speak about his experience as one of the main leaders of the 
Native American Movements. 

“We chose John for this spot because he is such a prominent figure 
and he has a policy changing view about the issues at hand. He has 
been in numerous movies and he is a talented musician and writer—
he will really be a great addition to the conference,” Marquez said.

The conference will also feature six other workshop speakers 
throughout the day, as well as an action piece where attendees will 
be able to share their own stories through a story recording session.

Unresolved Conflict: Remember Our Forgotten History

David BehrensThe painting entitled “The Founding Fathers,” plays a big role in the conference’s advertising campaign.
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Did you hear about the ul-
trasound law that was pro-

posed in Virginia? It requires all 
women who seek an abortion 
to first undergo a mandatory 
ultrasound. The problem here 
is that the large majority of 
these abortions occur within 
the first ten weeks, which re-
quires a vaginally penetrating 
ultrasound. This means that 
over 68 percent of abortions 
would require a transvaginal 
ultrasound, according to the 
Guttmacher Institute.

This law would force women 
to undergo nonconsensual pen-
etration for no direct medical 
reason, even if the pregnancy 
resulted from rape. A doctor 
who disregards the ultrasound 
beforehand would face a 15,000 
dollar fine and up to ten years 

in prison. These forced trans-
vaginal ultrasounds have been 
described as essentially a rape 
by the state with an eight to ten 
inch long probe.

Rape, according to the federal 
definition, is “The penetration, 
no matter how slight, of the 
vagina or anus with any body 
part or object, or oral penetra-
tion by a sex organ of another 
person, without the consent of 
the victim.” Because this defi-
nition aligned so well with the 
proposed bill and resulted in 
a slew of media outrage, Vir-
ginia Governor Bob McDonnell 
changed his stance to requiring 
some sort of ultrasound, be it 
vaginal or abdominal.

What’s interesting is that 
around the same time, a bill 
was proposed that required 
a similarly invasive rectal ex-
amination for men seeking erec-
tile dysfunction prescriptions, 
which failed very quickly. And 
although Governor McDon-
nell supported the noncon-
sensual ten-inch-long probe 
ultrasounds, he has spoken 
out against the intrusiveness of 
TSA body pat-downs as a strike 
against our civil liberties.

In return, John Stewart, as 
quoted in the Washington Post, 
comically declared that “women 
might consider this bill a PSA 

pat-down inside their vagina.”
One can hardly consider a 

PSA pat-down to be as intrusive 
as a forced vaginal probe. A PSA 
pat-down is nothing; Gusties 
get patted down more at the 
Dive every week than they 
would in an airport. Maybe if 
the intrusive ultrasound bill 
had somehow affected men, it 
wouldn’t have progressed as 
far as it did, just like the failed 
erectile dysfunction bill.

The sad thing is that the Vir-
ginia transvaginal ultrasound 
proposal is not alone. There 
are already seven other states 
with similar laws. As soon as 
next week, Alabama will begin 
debating their version of the 
ultrasound bill. Will Minnesota 
be next?

This is just another hit in a 
long line of strikes against re-
productive rights. In fact, there 
has been an overall rise in bills 
of this nature in recent years. In 
2011 alone there were more than 
1,100 reproductive health and 
rights-related bills introduced, 
a sharp jump from 2010’s 950. 
Only a few years ago, in 2005, 
there were less than 40.

In a world where we are 
confronted with such pop-
cultural promiscuity in the 
form of teen pregnancy, why is 
there so much backlash against 

reproductive rights? Teen preg-
nancies are thrown in our faces 
with programs like The Secret 
Life of the American Teenager, 
Glee, and MTV’s ever-enticing 
16 and Pregnant and Teen Mom. 
And who could forget Juno? 
Minors who wind up pregnant 
are glamorized and broadcast 
across the country. The celebrity 
spotlight has showcased recent 
teen pregnancies, like Jamie 
Lynn Spears at 16 and Bristol 
Palin at 17.

This national preoccupation 

with premature moms reinforc-
es the need for a strong standing 
of family planning. Teen preg-
nancy rates may be the lowest 
in two decades, but that doesn’t 
mean we should falter in repro-
ductive rights. Although it’s a 
controversial issue, it’s still as 
relevant as ever. The bottom 
line is that the mandatory trans-
vaginal ultrasound laws are just 
another cut at women’s rights 
and another unneeded restric-
tion applied to a perfectly legal 
medical act: abortion.

That spike seems to line up with the release of Juno! Coincidence? Yes.
via Guttmacher Institute, web

Transvagiwhatnow?

Kristina Ericksen
Columnist

Hot ‘n’ loose

One of the many things 
which has stuck in my 

craw over the years is the ease 
with which people take of-
fense. When you really stop 
and think about the actual 
nature of taking offense it be-
comes a very silly emotion.

In its most basic form it repre-
sents the refusal to understand 
the merit or the value of an idea 
and a thoughtless dismissal  of 
that same concept. This is par-
ticularly frightening given that 
here at a liberal arts college 
we are, or at least should be, 
almost daily required to think 
about and examine material 
which challenges us both intel-
lectually and philosophically.

Now I’m sure we’ve all 
been in classrooms where two 
people disagreed. Whether it 
may have been two students 
disagreeing with each other 

or a student disagreeing with 
the professor, I’m sure we’ve 
all seen it. In those moments 
people grow. In those moments 
people learn and flourish.

Disagreements push and 
extend our personal frontiers. 
The conflict they generate can 
strengthen our own views or 
they can change our minds. But 
this will never happen when 
you let yourself fall into the 
trap of offense.

Allowing yourself to be of-
fended is roughly akin to shut-
ting out the outside world. 
It’s roughly akin to building a 
mental barrier between your-
self and the ideas and opinions 
of others. It is the mental equiv-
alent of sticking your hands in 
your ears and going “neener 
neener neener.”

Allowing yourself to become 
offended will limit your mental 
flexibility and your ability to 
coexist with others.  By refus-
ing to listen to the ideas, opin-
ions and viewpoints of others, 
you will limit your ability to 
solidify your own worldview 
or to learn and incorporate new 
way of seeing things into your 
life. Like it or not, we learn 
through conflict, and to avoid 
a discussion because it might 
be offensive is to waste an op-
portunity to become a stronger 
person. 

There is no such thing as the 
right to not be offended. I, for 
one, happen to be extremely 
offended by the color yellow. I 

Some people, like Senator Rick Santorum, are so easily offended that they become offensive themselves! If you don’t 
believe me, google his name. Go ahead. Do it. Use Google Images just to be safe.

Creative Commons

The obedient servant
The best offense is no offense

Jacob Lundborg
Columnist

find it garish and overly cheery 
while still being utterly bland 
and dull. Looking around the 
room right now I see no less 
than 17 instances of the color 
yellow. Going through my day 
I will likely encounter this col-
or thousands of times. Imagine 
how frustrating and anxiety-
riddled my life would be if I 
bothered to get offended over 
every instance of the color yel-
low in my life.

More importantly, imagine 
how silly it would seem if I 
tried to ban or otherwise limit 
the use of the color yellow be-
cause it offended me.

Wasting energy and time 
in becoming offended over 
philosophies, political views, 
word choices or even art is no 
less ridiculous for the simple 
reason that being offended 
adds nothing to the world. 

Let’s pretend for a moment 
that I am personally and deep-
ly offended by the concept of 
two men marrying each other. 
Perhaps this is because my re-
ligion happens to briefly gloss 
over it in one of the more ob-
scure chapters of its holy text.  

Where does this lead me? 
My taking offense has not cre-
ated anything, nor has it even 

really caused me to think. All 
that’s been done is that I’ve 
developed a rather acute and 
hard to describe anxiety. Sure, I 
may become inspired to go out 
and wave a few protest signs 
around, but let’s face it, offense 
is a much less powerful moti-
vator than say fear, or love, or 
even hunger.

If you live your life constant-
ly being offended, you will 
waste your energy, your time 
and any opportunities to grow 
from the experience. Remem-
ber that there is nothing more 
frightening than ignorance in 
action.



opinion Page 11Editor | Ethan Marxhausen Friday, March 2, 2012 •

a sexualization of a beloved disney character by Jade E. Cakes

IN NEXT WEEK’S 
ISSUE...

Solo performance of  Penis 
Monologues in Gustavus 
student’s bedroom ends 
in embarassment after 
roommate fails to knock.

Gustavus memes become 
self-aware, breaks out 
of  the internet, wander 
aimlessly around campus 
repeating every funny 
thing they hear until no 
longer funny.

Professional actuary 
hired by administration 
to count life of  every 
single Gustavus student.

Swedish royalty visit to 
include 24/7 showing of  
Mamma Mia in Wallen-
berg Hall.

It wouldn’t be much of a 
stretch to say that a large por-

tion of our student body, partic-
ularly ones who were raised in 
Minnesota, identify as Lutheran 
when asked, even if they are not 
practicing Lutherans.

If asked, I would identify as a 
Lutheran as well. But over the 
last few years, Gustavus and 
its many influences have chal-
lenged this. I freely admit that 
it has not been comfortable, but 
I have emerged with my faith 
intact, strengthened and much 
less dogmatic than before. I 
now find myself liberated from 
the oppressive doctrines of or-
ganized religion, able to think 
about issues that confront us 
with much more clarity, all the 
while retaining the same sense 
of morality as I have for as long 
as I can remember. I owe it to 

the atheists. 
The critically acclaimed 

Broadway show The Book of 
Mormon has been described as 
“an atheist’s love letter to reli-
gion,” arguing that religion can 
do great things if its lessons are 
understood to be moral guide-
lines and not literal commands. 
I found this to be quite refresh-
ing. Maybe we can learn a thing 
or two from atheists after all.

A total commitment to logi-
cal reasoning is useful and ap-
pealing. And the idea that the 
universe and how we came to be 
is much more complex than we 
are ever to likely to understand 
is one I find more exciting than 
conventional Christian, Muslim, 
even ancient Greek or Roman 
theology. 

Perhaps, for the sake of the 
advancement of technology 
and the human race, we should 
be more focused on the hows 
and not the whys of the natural 
world. I have never understood 
for example, why some people 
cannot accept science as a means 
to exploring God’s creation or 
a way to explain the method 
of creation. I have also never 
encountered a satisfactory argu-
ment for why it is contradictory 
to believe in both evolution and 
a higher power.

Perhaps human error, bias, 
and moral relativism should be 
taken into account when trying 
to find meaning in religious 
texts that even the most devout 

Martin Luther: taking the cool factor back from atheism, one Photoshopped 
painting at a time.

Creative Commons

believe were written by people, 
not God.

Perhaps the teachings of Je-
sus should supersede hating, 
burning, stabbing, pillaging and 
arbitrary restrictions on how to 
live one’s life found in the Old 
Testament. 

Perhaps, when running for 
public office or arguing a con-
tentious social issue that affects 
our society, people should be 
able to back up moral convic-
tions with arguments that work 
for everyone. To quote our cur-
rent president: 

“Democracy demands that 
the religiously motivated trans-
late their concerns into univer-
sal, rather than religion-specific, 
values … I have to explain why 
abortion violates some principle 
that is accessible to people of all 
faiths, including those with no 
faith at all.”

I still believe in a God. But I 
recognize that for our society 
to function, religion and reason 
need each other. I do not believe 
they are inherently opposing 
concepts either, which is why 
it is so frustrating to listen to 
people like Rick Santorum talk 
about the melding of church 
and state. 

So thank you, atheists. You 
have both strengthened my 
faith and broadened my scope 
of thinking. For what it’s worth, 
none of you would burn in hell 
for all eternity if I had anything 
to say about it.

Veni, vedi, weekly
A Lutheran love letter to atheism

Josh Sande
Columnist
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Letters to the Editor
the equity of those operations 
and their costs.

The one example I have space 
to make concerns faculty com-
pensation. The Chronicle posts a 
resource online where you can 
graph, track and compare faculty 
salaries at colleges and universi-
ties around the country, includ-
ing Gustavus and other MIAC 
institutions. The past decade 
shows at Gustavus an  increase 
in compensation over 2003-2010 
that looks to hardly keep pace 
with inflation, including total 
stagnation toward the end of the 
decade. In fact, their data shows 
that salaries declined in 2011 at 
Gustavus.

You do receive all of what 
“paying the full price” entitles 
you to at Gustavus. But is it out-
rageous to propose that we could 
peg things like tuition costs and 
faculty salaries to something like 
cost of living and inflation? Or 
is this a notion too human to be 
economically feasible?

Alex Legeros, ‘11

Hey Gusties:

I heard today that tuition is 
approved to be raised 5.2 per-
cent in the 2012-2013 academic 
year, and that billable cost of 
attendance will scrape 47,000 
dollars. Back when I started at 
Gustavus, that bill totaled un-
der 36,000 dollars ... and that 
was five years ago. If my math 
is correct, that’s about a 30 per-
cent increase in half a decade, 
roughly 5.5 percent annually.

It is my understanding that 
families’ income has barely 
kept pace with inflation, let 
alone any tuition increases 
above it. Unless everyone’s fi-
nancial aid is going up too, it’s 
therefore harder to pay today 
than it was a handful of years 
ago.

I understand that to make 
Gustavus the great college it is 
takes a lot of money, especially 
in research fields, so I’m not 
going to argue against a tuition 
raise based on cost of opera-
tions. Rather, what irks me is 

To The Administration,

I was on campus this past 
weekend, and I was shocked 
and saddened to find out that 
the “old” Gus logo was aban-
doned. “Old” Gus was iconic 
and classy and, for me, it was 
the symbol for Gustavus, not 
the three crowns or the “G” 
logo. My bewilderment contin-
ued with the proposed “new” 
Gus logos. Who are we trying 
to appeal to? Kindergartners? 
When I look at the “new” 
Gus options, I feel like we are 
choosing a logo for some sug-
ary children’s cereal (with a toy 
inside!) rather than one for a 
prestigious college. Gustavus 
deserves better than this.

Sincerely,
A Disappointed Alumnus

Dan Wingert ‘09

Make Your Life Count. Gus-
tavus’ catchphrase for 

its advertising campaign is 
still buzzing in our ears. It has 
changed people’s perception of 
the school (for good and bad in 
different circumstances, but this 
is not the point), and of us as 
students. The motto is our logo, 
our label. For those of you who 
don’t know, when the campaign 
first started, many students 
took issue with the phrasing of 
“Make Your Life Count.”

I want to make the point that 
this is not what I am address-
ing. Furthermore, although I 
agree that the slogan can come 
off as a bit arrogant, the fact is 
that we all came to Gustavus 
to make our lives count. Yes, 
the small class sizes, the liberal 
arts education and a relatively 
magnificent cafeteria had a lot 
to do with the decision.

However, I could have still 
found many of these same 
characteristics somewhere else. 
No, what made Gustavus dif-
ferent was that the professors 
cared, the students cared and, 
in general, the campus sought 
to be the change it wants to see 
in the world. I do want to make 
my life count, I do want to make 
a difference and I do want to 

live a life where income is not 
my sole purpose for my future 
endeavors.

So now the question is: “Was 
the Make Your Life Count cam-
paign effective?” Well, that 
depends on what you believed 
the purpose of the campaign 
was. And for that to be solved, 
you must ask how the value 
of a school is judged. Is it the 
employment rates of gradu-
ates, the scholarly efforts of the 
professors or is it something less 
tangible? Or, could it have to do 
with the number of students 
and/or number of applicants? 
Here lies the problem.

Let us first analyze what 
has happened since the cam-
paign began. Gustavus received 
many quality applicants, many 
of whom heard of Gustavus 
through the campaign’s efforts. 
Gustavus received its biggest 
first-year class of all time this 
year. What this has meant for 
me, however, is an increased 
number of students living off 
campus, including many upper 
classmen, which hinders the 
development of community that 
we are trying to foster here. 

Along with this comes an in-
creased students-to-professors 
ratio, and somehow my tuition 
seems to still be going up. 
The primary reasoning in my 
decision to come to Gustavus 
was the togetherness that the 
campus exemplified. While I 
am not concerned that this one 
class will make it difficult for 
professors to memorize every-
one’s names, or that we have 
too many students living off 
campus, I am concerned that 
if this leads to a trend, the very 
landscape of Gustavus could 
look entirely different.

Gustavus needs money to 
function. No one is denying 

that. However, given that we 
have had the biggest first-year 
class ever, if these class sizes 
continue, Gustavus is going 
to be more and more like the 
U of M. Let me reiterate that 
there is nothing wrong with U 
of M whatsoever, but we came 
to Gustavus specifically for a 
purpose and the Make Your Life 
Count campaign does not seem 
to be perfectly aligned with that 
purpose. 

Perhaps this process adds 
somehow to the institutions 
of faith, service, justice and 
excellence (and possibly even 
community). Maybe the higher 
amount of applicants will lead 
to more excellence in our stu-

You got drewed
Make your sellout count

Drew Ajer
Columnist

Because, you know, our ideal student is one who regularily looks to billboards for life advice.
via Office of Marketing and Communication

dent body. What if the added 
number of students can add 
to the amount of service that 
Gustavus does? More students 
could mean more religious di-
versity on campus. (Although 
when we argue about an inter-
faith space on campus, this does 
not seem to be true.) The fact 
is that even if all of these fac-
tors were true, then this logic 
would dictate that we increase 
acceptance every year to pursue 
the same goals that we are sup-
posed to be pursuing now. 
So was the Make Your Life 
Count campaign effective? 
Here’s the thing: even if the 
campaign was effective by add-
ing more students to the school 

(In the words of Mr. Feeney, 
“What good is it if we can’t get 
the butts in the seats?”), it has 
hindered the development of 
community that is an integral 
part of the Gustavus experience. 
I don’t totally disagree with the 
rationale for the campaign. The 
economy was in a downturn, 
and I can understand why that 
would lead to Gustavus not 
having as many applicants. 
But given the size of this year’s 
class, we should all be aware of 
the effect this campaign might 
be having on our highly valued 
campus community. 

The Good, the Bad
and the Meh

Week the Sixteenth

Internship Fair. Otherwise known as 
Get Your Shit Together and Gear Up 
for the Real World Fair.

Puddles. Making your walk to class 
worse one literal Leap Day at a time.

Talking vaginas. That is all.
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* The Calendar Page is considered editorial. 
The opinions expressed herein are not the 
opinions of The GusTavian Weekly, but is in fact  a 
giant bucket of turpentine where your gallon 
of two percent milk used to be. What is this? A 
prank? Who has this much turpentine!?

Friday, March 2

Saturday, March 3

Sunday, March 4

Monday, March 5

Tuesday, March 6

Thursday, March 8

Gustie Cup: Broomball
Ice Rink
5:30 p.m.
This is also a recently outlawed Catholic 
school punishment.

Wednesday, March 7

Tea Time
Center for Servant Leadership
2:30 p.m.

A perfect opportunity to hang out with 
people who are better people than you.

Shady Horoscope

First Friday in the 
Library: Ebooks
Folke Bernadette Library
1:30 p.m.
I don’t like E-books for one simple reason. 
No one can tell my book is bigger than 
theirs.

The Movers Walking Club
Lund Center Information Desk
12:40 p.m.
Walk on my friends. Walk, free of my  petty 
barbs and jibes.

The Vagina 
Monologues 2012
Bjorling Recital Hall
7:00 p.m.
I’m not making any vagina jokes. Period.

Choose Your Own 
Adventure Sunday!
You knew it was probably a bad idea to 
try that Native American peyote ritual on 
Scholarship Day. Now you’ve awakened, 
naked, chained to a light post, with 
impressionable young prospies crowding 
in to gawk at your pale shanks.

Yell for help! : turn to pg. 43

Pray. : turn to pg. 54

Student Spill Training 
Session
Beck 211
7:00 p.m.
Glad to see Gustavus is finally doing 
something about the icy sidewalks. 

The Shady Character feels 

like there’s something 

going on this week.

Scholarship Day 
Competition
Set the prospies loose in the Arb with a 
machete and a bottle of iodine.

“Understanding 
Gustavus: Exploring Its 
Lutheran Identity”
President’s Dining Room
11:30 a.m.
How do we know Jesus and his disciples 
wouldn’t have been Lutherans?

Jesus only had to offer them communion 
one time.

Great. You’ve set the mummy’s 
curse on us all. Man, no 
wonder everyone hates your 
stupid ass.

Pisces

Aries

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer

Leo

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

Sagittarius

Capricorn

Aquarius

Did you know Beck Hall has a 
penthouse? I say we demand 
that the administration let us 
check it out. 

Let’s just say your apartment is 
going to be full of drug 
sniffing dogs and a tiger.

You can’t punch a turtle and 
expect it to go well.

Delete your browser history 
before you leave this morning.

There’s a fine, fine line 
between a home video of you 
and your roommate doing 
parkour, and a snuff film.

You’re going to reach into the 
newspaper dispenser and get 
a stick of butter. There is no 
reason.

Steer clear of the Arb this 
week. Prospies with machetes.

Let the rhythm transport you.

Baby seal buffet. I ain’t saying 
when or where, but I’m just 
saying.

Don’t you give the Zodiac no 
lip. Watch your step.

The Vagina 
Monologues 2012
Bjorling Recital Hall
2:00 & 7:00 p.m.
Seriously. You should go. We’ll know if 
you’re just acting like you came.

Open Bar: Who let the 
Monkeys Out? 
The Dive
7:30 p.m.
Ben Batz.

Page 43
Someone from Marketing steps from the 
crowd and covers you with strips of fake 
grass.

Page 54
Your spirit animal appears. Unfortunatley 
it is a shark. The prospies scatter. Suddenly 
animal control appears.

Explain it’s a mythical shark. : pg. 76

Yell for help! : Turn to pg. 43

Page 76
We don’t need you ranting and raving on 
Scholarship Day.

Turn to pg. 43

American Red Cross 
Blood Drive
Alumni Hall
12:00 p.m.
Oh, they’re allowed to come onto campus 
and start taking our blood, but when my 
friends and I do it, we’re a “cult.”

Tickets available for 
The Hunger Games
Student Activities Office Desk
All day
I hear the movie is a lot like the book, 
except that the narrator doesn’t sound 
like a 40 year-old woman’s first blog entry 
on her vacation in French Canada.

You lose three turns.
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The hometown Minnesota 
Twins are coming off one 

of the worst seasons in recent 
memory. The Twins became 
a staple of late season playoff 
pushes; in 2011 the squad was 
fending off triple digits in the 
loss column. The full roster re-
ported for spring training last 
week in an attempt to distance 
themselves from the 63-99 re-
cord they accrued in 2011.

Twins fan favorites Michael 
Cuddyer, Jason Kubel and Joe 
Nathan have signed with the 
Colorado Rockies, Arizona Dia-
mondbacks and Texas Rangers 
respectively. Nathan and Kubel 
had both been Twins since 2004 
and Cuddyer had been a Twin 
for over a decade. The departure 
of these veterans has opened up 
starting windows for a younger 
unit of Twins. Here is a look at 
the potental starting lineup for 
the Twins in 2012:

Denard Span CF
2011 stats: 70 games, .264 batting 
average, 2 home runs, 16 RBIs, 6 

stolen bases

Span suffered a severe con-
cussion on a collision at home 
plate causing him to miss the 
majority of the 2011 season. The 
Twins desperately need him 

to return to his 2010 form and 
become the leader of the out-
field as the most tenured Twins 
outfielder on the roster. 

Ben Revere LF
2011 stats: 117 games, .267 bat-
ting average, 0 home runs, 30 

RBIs, 34 stolen bases)

Revere will be the every day 
left fielder and the Twins will 
rely on his exceptional range 
in the outfield and speed on 
the base paths. Manager Ron 
Gardenhire would like to see 
his arm strength improve in the 
outfield along with additional 
patience at the plate.

Joe Mauer C
2011 stats: 82 games, .287 batting 
average, 3 home runs, 30 RBIs, 0 

stolen bases
Mauer is entering the second 

season of a contract that pays 
him over 22 million dollars per 
year. A .287 batting average 
with only three home runs is 
not going to cut it in 2012 for the 
Twins superstar. Mauer faced a 
laundry list of injuries in 2011, 
and there is speculation that he 
may need to make a permanent 
move to first base if the team 
wants to see him playing a full 
season. This season and the 
Twins’s future success or de-
mise rides on the resurgence or 
continued mediocrity of Mauer.

Justin Morneau 1B
2011 stats: 69 games, .227 batting 
average, 4 home runs, 30 RBIs, 0 

stolen bases

Morneau has recently suf-
fered numerous concussions 
and upon reporting to spring 
training last week said, “I’m 
obviously not going to con-
tinue to mess around with this 
if it continues to be a problem. 
There comes a point where you 

Dane Moore
Staff Writer

can only torture yourself for so 
long.’’ Look for Jamey Carrol 
and Ryan Doumit to fill in at 
first base if Morneau experi-
ences significant missed time 
again this season.

Josh Willingham RF
2011 stats: 136 games, .246 bat-
ting average, 29 home runs, 98 

RBIs, 4 stolen bases

Willingham posted tremen-
dous power numbers with the 
Oakland Athletics in 2011 earn-
ing him a three year, 21 million 
dollar contract with the Twins. 
His 29 homeruns in 2011 are 
more than Span, Revere, Mauer, 
Morneau, Plouffe, Nishioka and 
Casilla combined for last season. 
The Twins hope Willingham can 
fill the power void vacated by 
the Cuddyer’s departure.

Danny Valencia 3B
2011 stats: 154 games, .246 bat-
ting average, 15 home runs, 72 

RBIs, 2 stolen bases 

Valencia was one of the only 
Twins to play the majority of the 
season in 2011. For 2012 success 
Valencia will need to improve 
his defense and raise his bat-
ting average while hopefully 
remaining healthy.

Trevor Plouffe DH
2011 stats: 81 games, .238 batting 
average, 8 home runs, 31 RBIs, 3 

stolen bases 

Plouffe likely will get a large 
number of starts as the desig-
nated hitter because the team 
likes his power potential. Mauer 
will also get numerous DH 
starts along with Jamey Carrol.

Tsuyoshi Nishioka 2B
2011 stats: 68 games, .226 batting 
average, 0 home runs, 19 RBIs, 2 

stolen bases

Nishioka’s first season in ma-
jor league baseball was a com-
plete disappointment. He failed 
miserably at playing shortstop, 
he failed at the plate and did 
nothing on the base path. The 
hope is T-Nish will feel more 
comfortable at second base and 
maybe will show Twins fans he 
is worth something.

Alexi Casilla SS
2011 stats: 97 games, .260 batting 

average, 2 home runs, 21 RBIs, 
15 stolen bases

Casilla is at best an average 
pro-shortstop. At times he can 
be a tremendous defender but 
has never hit over .281 in a full 
season. The hope is that with a 
full time role he can improve all 
facets of his game.

If everything breaks right and 
the Twins dodge the injury bug 
that bit them so badly in 2011 
they can unite behind dualistic 
MVP campaigns by Joe Mauer 
and Justin Morneau. Although 
the Detroit Tigers improved 
drastically in the offseason 
and appear to be the clear-cut 
American League central fa-
vorite, a Mauer and Morneau 
resurgence coupled with a 
dominant pitching campaign 
could see the Twins in the mix 
for the playoffs again.

SPORTS
SCHEDULE

Friday, March 2

Men’s and Women’s    
   Track & Field @
     MIAC Championships
     March 2-3 

Men’s Basketball
   vs. Wheaton (Ill.)  
      NCAA First Round 
                               5:30 p.m.

Women’s Tennis
   @ St. Cloud State
       6:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 3

Men’s Tennis
   vs. Elmhurst College
       9:00 a.m.

Gymnastics
   @ WIAC 
      Championships
         4:00 p.m.

Men’s Tennis
   vs. Grinnell College
       6:00 p.m.

Men’s Hockey
   vs. St. Olaf
      MIAC Championship
                               7:05 p.m.

Embroidery
Engraving
Screen printing
Sublimation

Open
M-F 9:30am-5:30pmSat. 10:00am-1:00pm
www.4theteam.com

219 W Park RowSt. Peter, MN 56082
507.931.5966

Sunday, March 4

Baseball
   vs. UW-Stevens Point
     (Metrodome) 
       7:00 p.m.

old friF e
era nd

l,lew
s

David Pedersen

Three long-time Twins leave Twins Territory. The Texas Rangers, Arizona Cardinals and Colorado Rockies signed Joe Nathan, Jason Kubel and Michael 
Cuddyer respectively. The now youthful twins look to rebuild around former MVP’s Joe Mauer and Justin Morneau.
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David Pedersen
Sports & Fitness Editor

ured it out” Bahr said.
Junior Josh Owens is one of 

the upperclassmen that have 
figured it out. This season he 
has broken a school record for 
the pole vault, has set personal 
records and was named MIAC 
Field Athlete of the Week for his 
performance in the Ted Nelson 
Classic at Mankato.

“[This season] is going really 
well for me. I’ve had really good 
meets, I’ve broken the school 
record for the pole vault and I’m 
seeded first in the conference,” 
Owens said. 

Owens received the MIAC 
Field Athlete of the Week honor 
after he jumped 15’7’’ at the Ted 
Nelson Classic in Mankato. That 
vault was a personal record for 
him and the following weekend 
he broke the school record. 

This weekend the team will 
compete at the indoor confer-
ence meet at Macalaster and the 
following weekend is the indoor 
national meet. 

“We have a couple of athletes 
who have a good chance of go-
ing to Nationals,” Rothschiller 
said.

Owens is one of the athletes 
with a shot at competing in the 
national meet.

“My goal is to go to Nation-
als, both in the indoor season 
and the outdoor season for pole 
vault. I want to jump high, I’m 
looking forward to continually 
getting to know my teammates, 
still having meets and having a 
good time and getting faster and 
stronger,” Owens said.

Bahr said that although this 
has been a rebuilding year, 
they expect big results out of 
the team.

“If we can be in the top three 
in the outdoor conference and 
indoor conference meets, that’s 
our goal. Obviously the MIAC 
championship title is one that 
has eluded us forever, so we’re 
making some changes in our 
recruiting. Hopefully we are 
closing some of those gaps and 
making it come together,” Bahr 
said. 

“Track vaults...” 
from page 16

The Gustavus Women lost many runners to graduation since last season so they have something to prove.
Gustavus Sports Information

Are you bored with the local 
fun runs and turkey trots? 

Then consider the Tough Mud-
der, a global event within a 
growing obstacle course indus-
try that will test your physical 
grit and mental psyche.

 The Twin Cities Tough Mud-
der will be held at the Somerset 
Ampitheater in Somerset, Wis.  
any 19-20, 2012. This 12 mile 
obstacle course designed by 

Tough Mudder: toughest event on the planet 
British Special Forces features 
29 obstacles, including one that 
boasts four-foot flames and 
another that tickles you with 
10,000 volts of shock.

All obstacles are named ac-
cording to their nature and 
include titles such as the Ball 
Shrinker, Hold Your Wood and 
Turd’s Nest.

The cost of torturing your-
self will remain at 125 dollars 
through March 31, 2012, but will 
increase to 150 starting April 
1, 2012. This cost includes the 
event, a t-shirt, a beer post-race 

and a live concert the night of 
the event. 

If this comes as a shock 
(10,000 volts, perhaps?), then 
a spectator pass may be more 
appropriate. Such passes can 
be purchased for 20 dollars in 
advance or 40 dollars on site, 
so even the curious citizens can 
witness the mayhem unfold. 

This event includes a few 
other interesting features; of 
which include a costume con-
test, mullet and mohawk com-
petition and free tattooing. 
Tough Mudder organizers pro-

vide participants the chance 
to tattoo themselves with the 
Tough Mudder logo, which can 
be accomplished by redeeming 
a complimentary voucher at any 
tattoo parlor in the area. 

This permanent stamp also 
gets you free entry to any Tough 
Mudder of your choice, so 
I’m sure you won’t regret that 
decision for the rest of your 
life!At the very least you will 
be reminded of the fact that you 
completed the toughest event 
on the planet.

START

BERLIN 

WALL

Hold Your Wood

Electric 
Shock

This treachorous obstacle, the fifth 
on the course, consists of a tight 

rope over icy water that is surely a 
danger to all male participants. Any 
athlete without the the gift of thick 

skin or the talents of a cirque du solei 
performer may be in grave danger.

BALL 
shrinker

The seventh obstacle Hold Your Wood 
requires you to harness your inner lumberjack 
by lifting a hearty log up and down a steep 
hill. Remember to lift with your legs and not 

your back and cheating is prohibited. You can 
only hold your own wood.

The very next obstacle is this 12 foot 
behemoth, which will give you fits and 

pains. This will be particularly true if your 
dismount is not executed according to 

plan. It may be easier to just knock the wall 
down; I heard it’s been done before.

The end is near when you come 
upon the Turd’s Nest, which is a 
fragile cargo net that dangles 
over pool of ... something. The 
website doesn’t indicate what 
lies beneath the net, so you 

probably shouldn’t fall.

turds NEST

As if 29 obstacles spread over 
12 miles of uneven, muddy 

terrain wasn’t painful enough, 
the British Special Forces 

command you to sprint through 
an electric field. Who needs a 

message at the end of this test 
of fortitude when you can relax 

with some shock therapy?

FINISH

Once you break the tape and pass the 
finish line you are greeted with a beer 
and rock out to a live band with your 
fellow participants. Completing this 
event puts you in an elite class of 

Tough Mudders, allowing you to claim 
that you completed the toughest 

event on the planet.

Heather Pallas



The track team has run count-
less miles around the track, 

sprinted, vaulted and jumped 
far and high, all indoors. They 
are getting ready to take their 
talents outside for the outdoor 
track and field season.

“In the outdoor season, we 
get some key individuals who 
are coming off of other sports. 
Outdoor is when our whole 
team is together. We don’t focus 
so much on the indoor season as 
we do on the outdoor season; 
and outdoor conference is kind 
of our ultimate goal. If we can 
get our kids prepared through 
the indoor season and ready for 
that outdoor conference meet, 

that’s the one that tells us how 
well we’ve done,” Head Men 
and Women’s Track and Field 
Coach Dale Bahr said. 

“Indoor track is the one that 
builds into the outdoor season, 
and it really lets us know who 
has been working hard during 
the offseason and have prepared 
themselves and are ready to 
take the next step,” Bahr said.

First-year Lindsay Rothschil-
ler said that the team has been 
lifting weights to get ready for 
the outdoor season and to be fit 
enough to follow a successful 
2011.

“Last year we had a very 
successful season with both the 
men and women,” Bahr said. 
“But this year we lost a lot with 
some of our strong senior ladies 

Linnea Moat
Staff Writer

graduating. Any time you lose 
those seniors who score so many 
points you’re always leery as to 
whether the people you bring in 
can replace them. The juniors 
and seniors have matured and 
are getting stronger and better 
than they were last year, so 
they’re stepping into the role 
that the seniors were in [last 
year]. The incoming [first-years] 
are doing their thing, they’re 
learning and they are showing 
promise, so it’s exciting”.

It will be a tough task to fill in 
for the graduates who defined 
last year’s squad, however the 
underclassmen are off to a fast 
atart.

“This year has [been] kind of 
a rebuilding year, but we are 
happy with who we brought in 

Men’s Hockey, ranked 11th nationally, plays St. Olaf for the MIAC title.
Gustavus Sports Information

Despite losing to St. Thomas for the MIAC title, Men’s Basketball earned a bid to play in the NCAA Tournament.
Gustavus Sports Information

and what they are able to do. 
And there have been some sur-
prises along the way as well,” 
Bahr said.

In order to develop, the off-
season proves to be the most 
important training period an 
many have taken that to heart. 

“I think [the most exciting 
part of the season] has been 
seeing those kids mature. Look-
ing at those sophomores and 
juniors who have developed, 
there are definitely those who 
became better over the offsea-
son; they’ve gotten stronger and 
that’s really key for us. It’s fun 
to hear those juniors and seniors 
come and say that they’ve fig-

Continues on page 15

Junior Josh Owens, who set a MIAC indoor pole vault record with a height of 16-4.75 feet at the Pre-MIAC Meet, leads he way for the Gusties.
Gustavus Sports Information

Gustavus Sports Information

PLAYOFFS
Friday, March 2

Men’s Basketball
vs. Wheaton College

(@UW-RF)
5:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 3
Men’s Hockey

vs. St. Olaf
7:30 p.m.

Men’s Basketball
Rd. 2 (if necessary)

7:00 p.m.

Women’s MIAC Hockey
Championship

TBD

Track
vaults

into the outdoor season

Women’s Hockey is amid the MIAC 
playoffs and ranked 6th nationally.
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